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INTRODUCTORY  NOTE. 


'riiK  collcclHjii  itf  portraits  possessed  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
iiKTcc  lias  increased  to  such  an  extent  within  the  last  three  years  as 
lo  warrant  the  publication  of  a  catalogue,  together  with  a  brief 
l)i()graphi<al  sketcli  of  each  subject. 

The  first  portrait  in  the  collection  was  painted  for  the  Chamber 
one  linndrcd  and  eighteen  years  ago.  It  is  a  full  length  life  size 
of  l,icMlcnant-('i()vernor  C.'^dwallader  Coldex,  then  Acting 
(iovcrnor  of  the  Colony  of  New-York.  The  Chamber  of  Com- 
nicrcc  was  organized  by  twenty-four  merchants  April  5th,  1768, 
and  incorporated  March  13th,  1770,  by  George  the  Third, 
through  the  kiniliy  offices  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Coi.uen.  It 
was  for  this  ad  of  friendship  in  obtaining  the  Charter  as  well  as 
for  the  Mileresi  he  had  manifested  in  the  affairs  of  the  Chamber, 
that  the  portrait  was  painted. 

In  I  7(,j  a  companion  portrait,  that  of  Alexander  Hamm.k.n, 
then  Secretary  ni  tiie  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  also  full 
length  .md  life  size,  was  painted  by  John  Trumbu.-L.  for  the 
merchants  of  New-York,  admirers  of  that  great  statesman,  and  by 
them  presented  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

These  two  portraits,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  collection, 
have  passed  through  many  vicissitudes.  That  of  Colden  originally 
hung  in  the  great  room  of  the  Exchange,  which  stood  at  the  lower 
t-nd  of  Hroad  Street,  where  the  Chamber  held  its  sessions  from 
,769  to  1775.  At  the  close  of  the  Revolution  it  was  found  m  the 
possession  of  the  family  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Colden,  and  by 
them   restored  to  the  Chamber  in  May,  x793-     It  was  then  placed 
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on  ihc  walls  of  the  room  used  by  the  Chamber  in  the  Merchants 
Coffee  House,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  Streets^ 
and  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
Chamber  in  the  Tontine  Coffee  House,  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Wall  and  Water  Streets.  On  April  15th,  181 7,  the  portraits  of 
CoLDEN  and  Hamilton  were  loaned  to  the  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts,  and,  for  many  years,  made  a  part  of  the  exhibition  of  the 
Academy. 

On   May    ist,   1827,  liie    Chamber   of   Commerce  having  taken 
rtwms  in   the  Merchants'  Exchange,  then  standing  on  the  site  of 
the  present  Custom  House,  the  portraits  were  again   in   its  posses- 
sion, and  remained  until   the  great  fire   of   December    16th,  1835. 
On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  conflagration  which  con- 
sumed  the  Exchange,  the  portraits  were  removed  and  deposited 
for    safe    keeping  in    the    loft    of    a    building  at    the    lower  end 
of  Wall  Street,  where  they  reniainetl  unrecognized  for  eight  years. 
On  their  recovery  they  were  hung  in  the  Directors'  room  of  the 
Merchants'    liank   until   February  6th,   1844,  when  they  were  de- 
posited with  the  New-York  Historical  Society.     October  ist,  1868, 
they  were  again  reclaimed  by  the  Chamber,  and  now,  in  a  good  state 
of  preservation,  find  a  permanent  place  in  its  hall  on  Nassau  Street. 
It    was  not    until    1865    that  measures    were  taken    to  procure 
portraits  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Association,  and  there  now  remain 
but    four  of  the  earlier  and    five   of  those    of   later   years  to    be 
obtained    Ki    complete   the    full    number   of  Iwcnty-six   who    have 
filled  that  office  since  its  organization. 

The  rule  confining  the  collection  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Chamber 
was  relaxed  several  years  ago,  and  the  gallery  now  contains  eighty 
portraits  and  four  bronze  and  marble  busts,  embracing  tho.se  of 
men  of  national  and  even  world-wide  reputation  ;  great  mer- 
chants who  led  the  Colonies  in  their  opposition  to  the  tyrannical 
acts  of  the  Hritish  Parliament,  whose  names  are  inseparable 
from  the  history  of  the  Kepid>lic  ;  statesmen,  whose  fame  is 
known  in  every  land  ;  financiers,  who  met  a  Nation's  emergencies 
with    unparalleled   skill    and    success  ;    i)atriols,  whose   fidelity    to 
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their  country  was  never  doubted;  philanthropists,  who  conse- 
crated their  wealth  to  the  elevation  of  their  fellow  men,  and 
others  who  (originated  or  were  identified  with  many  of  the  great 
enterprises  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Of  ihe  portraits  painted  for  or  purchased  by  the  Chamber, 
there  are  two,  liesides  those  of  Golden  and  Hamilton,  which 
deserve  special  notice,  both  for  the  great  personal  worth  of  the 
subjects  and  their  relation  to  the  State  and  the  Nation.  One 
of  these  is  that  of  I)k  Witt  Clinton,  who,  to  his  great  merit  a.s 
Mayor  of  this  ('ity,  and  thrice  Governor  of  the  State,  added  that 
far  more  enduring  title  of  founder  and  creator  of  the  Canal  system 
of  New-York,  which  gave  to  our  City  her  great  commercial 
supremacy.  'I'he  other,  that  of  John  Sherman,  who,  as  Secretary 
of  the  'I'reasury,  in  the  second  great  epoch  of  the  Nation's  financial 
history,  became  "the  restorer  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  success- 
ful fundcr  of  the  national  debt."  The  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, witiiout  disaster  or  financial  disturbance,  also  accomplished 
by  him,  was  an  act  worthy  of  the  Nation's  gratitude. 

Two  other  portraits  in  the  gallery  are  also  entitled  to  special 
notice  here,  as  showing  the  breadth  of  the  Chamber's  sympathies  ; 
they  are  those  of  Richard  Cobden,  the  friend  of  the  United  States 
and  the  great  apostle  of  the  English  system  of  free  trade,  and  of 
John  Hricht,  the  advocate  and  defender  of  the  Union  in  our  civil 
war,  who  fought  single  handed  in  our  behalf,  against  the  nobility, 
gentry  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  won  a  moral  victory. 

To  one  of  the  bronze  busts,  presented  in  connection  with  the 
recent  Centennial  of  the  Inauguration  of  the  First  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  this  City,  that  of  George  Washington,  by 
Harbedienne,  the  Chamber  feels  that  special  attention  should 
also  be  called.  It  was  a  graceful  and  appropriate  act  on  the 
part  of  the  donor  thus  to  connect  the  memory  of  Washingto.n  with 
an  Institution,  several  of  the  officers  and  prominent  members  of 
which  were  his  steadfast  and  loyal  friends,  who  aided  him  by  the.r 
fortunes  and  by  personal  service  in  achieving  the  Nation's  liberty 
and  independence. 
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The  purpose  of  this  collection  has  not  been  so  much  to  gather 
fine  specimens  of  the  art  of  portraiture  in  painting  or  sculpture, 
although  many  of  tlie  works  were  executed  by  some  of  the  most 
eminent  artists  of  their  time,  but  to  preserve  the  lineaments  of 
those  men  who  for  more  than  a  century  have  illustrated  the 
commerce  of  Xew-Vork.  In  tlieir  features  they  show  those  types 
of  enterprise  and  judgment  wliich  have  raised  the  character  of 
the  New-Vork  merchant  to  its  high  standard,  and  carried  their 
fame  to  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  biographical  sketches  printed  in  this 
volume  the  Secretary  has  availed  himself  of  the  authentic  and 
valuable  information  contained  in  tlie  records  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  has  also  consulted,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
families  or  near  relatives  of  the  subjects  in  reference  to  matters 
within  their  personal  knowledge.  P.y  this  method  great  accuracy 
is  believed  to  have  been  .secured.  The  sketches,  though  neces- 
sarily brief,  embody,  with  few  exceptions,  all  the  important  events 
of  each  life. 

(iiAMiu-.k  OK  C"ommi:rck, 
V (  u  - V. . V  K .  March   \^f/i,   t S90. 
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ronxiiAiT  No.  1. 


<Mi.\  Ci:i;<ii:K,  First  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
17G8  1770.  Painted  in  1865,  byTiioz^iAs  Hicks,  after 
Mil  oriiriniil  in  miniature.     Biographical  Sketch,  page 


rOUTltAIT  No.  2. 

1 1  i;n  i:v  Wiiitk,  Fourth  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
miMTc,  1772  1773.  Painted  in  1867,  by  Hexky  Peters 
(tHay,  .-iflfi-  ail  original,  by  John  Singleton"  Copley. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  20. 

rOJlTBAIT  Xo.  3. 

'riiEoriiYLAcT  "RAcnE,  Fiftli  President  of  tlie  Chamber  of 
Coninierce,  1778-1774.  A  crayon  drawing  executed  in 
1807,  by  Vincent  Colyer,  after  an  original  drawing 
by  St.  Mem  in.     Biograi)hical  Slvetch,  page  24. 

rOBTBAIT  Xo.  4. 

^Vn.LiAM  Walton,  Sixth  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1774-1775.  Painted  in  1868,  by  Hi^ni:y 
Peters  Gray,  after  an  original,  by  an  unknoAvn  artist. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  28. 
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rOHTHAIT  Xo.  5. 

Joiix  Alsop,  Eighth  Pi'esident  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, 1784-1785.  Painted  in  1865,  by  Thomas  Hicks, 
after  an  original,  by  an  unknown  artist.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  30. 

rOIlTHAIT  Xo.  0. 

.loiiN  ]5k(.(.mi:,  ^inth  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, 1785-1794.  Painted  in  1889,  by  Ciiatiles  C. 
:MA-nKTrA:\r.  Presented  by  his  great  grandson,  Geoege 
C<Miii;  \\  P>i:oo:\rE.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  225. 

r  OUT  RAIT  Xo.  7. 

CoMFoiiT  Sands,  Tenth  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, 1794-1798.  Painted  in  1890,  by  Thomas  W. 
AVooi),  after  a  pastel,  by  an  unknown  artist.  Bio- 
graphical Sketch,  page  193. 

J*(>J!TliATT  Xo.  S. 

JuiiN  Mlukav,  Eleventh  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1798  1 800.  Paiiilcd  in  1865,  by  Daniel 
Huntington,  nficr  an  (iriginal,  by  John  Trumbull. 
Biogiajiliical  Sketch,  page  33. 

J'iHrrUAlT  No.  9. 

CoiJNELir-  P\v,  Twclltli  P]-esid('nt  of  1h<'  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1800-1810.  P.iinlcd  in  1880.  l)y  OlivekLay, 
after  :i  niini:i1inv.  Presented  by  his  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  N.  E.  Baylies.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  177. 


II 


CATALOGUE.  3 

I'onriiAiT  xo.  10, 

lloHKiiT  Lknox,  Fourteenth  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1827-1840.  Painted  in  18G5,  by  Daxikl 
Ih:.N"ri.N<;To\,  after  an  original,  by  Joiix  Wesley 
.Iauvis.  1 'resented  by  his  son,  James  Lexox.  Bio- 
grai»liical  Sketch,  page  84. 

roirntAiT  Xo.  ii. 

Isaac  ('ai:()\v,  Fiftecntli  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Cuni- 
in«*r('e,  1840-1812.  Painted  in  1865,  by  Henry  Peters 
(Jkay,  afffr  n  miniature.  Biographical  Sketch,  page^U). 

I'inrriiAiT  xo.  12. 

.)  amks  (JoRi;  KiN(;,  Seventeenth  President  of  tlie  Chamber 
of  Cc.nunerce,  1845-1847  and  1848-1849.  Painted  in 
18(15,  by  Thomas  P.  IIossiter.  Biographical  Sketch, 
])air<'  'M. 

POUTHMT  Xo.  13, 

Mi»Ks  11.  (iuiN.XKLL,  Eighteenth  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Connnerce,  1847-1848  and  1849-1852.  Painted  in 
1804,  by  J.  O.  lv\T(»x.  Presented  by  his  son,  lRViN(i 
Grin  NELL.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  44. 

J'OliTUAIT  Xo.  14. 

Klias  Hicks,  Nineteenth  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1852-1853.  Painted  in  1867.  Replica  by 
Thomas  Hicks.    Biograi)hical  Sketch,  page  47. 

ronTJiiiT  Xo.  lo. 

Pelaiiah  Perit,  Twentieth  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  1853-1863.  Painted  in  1SG4.  Keplica  by 
Thomas  Hicks.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  48. 
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ronTiiAiT  yo.  10. 

William  E.  Dodge,  Twenty- Second  President  of  the 
Cliamber  of  Commerce,  1867-1875.  Painted  in  1SS4, 
by  Danikl  IIunti^'GTox.  Presented  by  bis  family. 
Biograi)hical  Sketch,  page  53. 

J'OJi TliA IT  yo.  IT. 

(iLOiUiK  W.  JjASf.,  Twentv-Fonrth  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  1882-1883.  Painted  in  1887,  by  E.  Wood 
Pekky.  Presented  by  liis  daughters.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  57. 

j'onTiiAiT  yo.  IS. 

.Tames  Booiimax,  Vice-President  of  the  Chaml)er  of  Com- 
merce, 1S31)-1841.  Painted  in  18r'0,  by  Tjiomas  P. 
RossiTEH.  Presented  by  Henhy  F.  Spaulding.  Bio- 
graphical Sketch,  page  198. 

J'OItTIiAIT  yo,  W. 

.Ic.nai  iiAN  S'l  1  iK.Ks,  Second  Yice-President  of  the  Cham- 
])er  of  Commerce,  1SC3-1867.  Painted  in  1880,  liy 
1).\mi;l  TIiN'i  iNc'idN.  Presented  by  his  son,  Fk2:d- 
EiMCK  Si  I  i:(;ls.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  59. 

J' (Hi  Til  AIT  yo.  20. 

(}Eoi:r.K  Oi'dyke,  Vice-President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
mt-rcc,  1807  1875.  Painted  in  18SG,  by  IlAintiET 
('.  L\m:,  after  an  original,  by  Ciiaples  L.  Elliott. 
Presented  Ity  liis  family.  Biographical  Sketch,  page 
(U). 

I'tmriiAiT  yo.  21. 

SiMLoN  ]3.  Cm  11  i..M>i;.\,  Second  \icePresident  of  the 
Chambei-  of  Commerce,  1807-18G9.  Painted  in  1890,  by 
Damkl  Huntington.  Presented  ))y  his  son,  Simeon 
B.  Chittenden.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  212. 
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PORTRAIT  Xo.  22. 

WiM.iA.M  II.  Fogg,  Second  Vice-President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  18S2-1884.  Painted  in  1887,  by  East- 
MAX  JoFiNSOx.  Presented  by  liis  widow,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam If.  J'V>GG.     Biographical  Sketch,  i^age  04. 

PORTRAIT  Xo.  23. 

]\Ia'ii  iii.w  Mauky,  Secretary  of  theChamberof  Commerce, 
1840  IS'):?.  Painted  in  1885,  by  Julian  Scott.  Pre- 
sented by  liis  family.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  06. 

PORTRAIT  Xo.  25. 

Alkxandk::  IIamiltox,  American  Statesman  and  the  lir.st 
Senvtary  of  t  he  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Painted 
in  17:»L>,  l)y  John  Trumbull.  Biographical  Sketch, 
l)agc  09. 

PORTRAIT  Xo.  20. 

John  Siikuman,  American  Statesman  and  Secretary  of  tli.- 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  1877-lSSl.  Painted  in 
1880  bv  Daniel  Huntington.  Biographical  Sketch, 
page  70. 

PORTRAIT  Xo.  27. 

Y)v  Wvvv  Clinton,  American  Statesman  and  Governor  <.f 
New-Yoik  .1817-1823and  1825-1828.  Paintedm  ISo., 
bv  John  Tuumbull.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  8J. 

PORTRAIT  Xo.  2S. 

DK  Witt  Ci.intox.  Painted  ia  18i3,  by  Hkxuv  Inman. 
Presented  by  Samuel  B.  Ruggles. 
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POBTltAlT  Xo.  29. 

Joiix  A.  King,  American  Statesman  and  Governor  of 
New- York,  1857-1  8.j0.  Painted  in  1SS9,  by  Robert 
lliN(  KLKY.  Presented  by  liis  iamily.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  00. 

rOIiTRilT  Xo.  30. 

Edwin  D.  Mougan,  .Vmerican  Statesman  and  Governor  of 
New- York,  1859-1863.  Painted  in  1882,  by  G.  P.  A. 
Healy.  Presented  by  his  grandson,  Edwin  D.  Mor- 
gan.    Biographical  Sketch,  page  95. 

roiriBAIT  Xo.  31. 

Cadwalladeu  Golden,  Lient.-Governor  of  the  Colony  of 
New- York,  1761-75.  Painted  in  1772,  by  Matthkw 
Pjjatt.      Biographical  Sketch,  page  99. 

r  on  TRAIT  Xo.  32. 

Ek.wcis  Egeijton,  Duke  of  Bridgewater.  Painted  in 
i^nglaiid  ill  1S4-J,  by  Henry  Inman,  after  original 
authorities.  Presented  by  Samuel  B.  Ruggles.  Bio- 
graphical Sketch,  page  100. 


t5* 
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l^iriTAiiD  roBDKN,  Britisli  statesman.  Painted  in  1860,  by 
.1.  Fa(;nani.  Presented  by  Monnis  Ketciium.  Bio- 
grapliical  Sketcli,  page  102. 


j'oirriiAiT  yo.  34. 


.l"ii.\  Bi;n.iii,  British  Statesman.  Painted  in  1865,  by 
.1.  Eagnani.  Presented  by  Simeon  B.  Chittenden. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  105. 
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POUTIiAIT  Xo.  33. 

(iii.roN  Lkk.  Painted  in  i^_'.>,2,  by  Geoege  W.  Twiiull, 
.)i:.  Presented  by  liis  son,  W.  Creigiitox  Lek.' 
J5i();;rri])liir:il  Sk(!tcli,  page  110. 

roirr/iAiT  xo.  so. 

Amju:<--i;  ('.  K  im.-lam).  Painted  in  1887.  Replica  by 
Damkl  JIijntingtox.  Presented  by  his  family. 
J}i();,M:iphi("il  Sketch,  page  114. 

I'OUTUAIT  Xo.  37. 

AxsoN  (.'.  Piiii.i's.  Painted  in  1835,  by  Waldo  t^- 
.Ikwkit.  Tresented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  William 
K.  DniKJi:.     Bi<)grai)hical  Slietch,  page  110. 

I'<H;  rHAIT  Xo.  38. 

(xi-oKcJi:  '\\  lIoPK.  Painted  in  1870,  by  Henry  Peters 
(iiJAV.  Presented  by  Hiram  H.  Lamport.  Biograph- 
ical Sketch,  page  119. 

roirruAiT  xo.  39. 

.1i:i:kmiaii  P.  Uoiuxsox.  Painted  in  1S8S,  by  Mouga.v 
]{mi:in.  Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  l'2'2. 

rOliTBAIT  Xo.  40. 

Thomas  B.  Coddingtox.  Painted  in  1886,  by  Eastman 
JoiiNSox.  Presented  by  his  daughters.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  V2o. 
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rOIiTBAIT  Xo.  41. 

Gkorge  W.  Blunt.  Painted  in  1878,  by  his  dangiiter, 
Mrs.  .Mary  S.  Ratiirone.  Presented  by  tlie  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Pilots.  Biograpliical  Sketch,  page 
127. 

JPOIiTliAIT  Xo.  42. 

AValter  R.  Jones.  Painted  in  1885,  by  George  H. 
Story,  after  an  original,  by  James  Bogle.  Presented 
by  John  D.  Jones.    Biograi3liical  Sketch,  page  134. 

J'OIlTliAlT  Xo.  43. 

LoRiNG  Andrews.  Painted  in  1886,  bv  Robert  Gordon 
Hardie.  Presented  by  his  family.  BiogTai:>hical 
Sketch,  page  137. 

J'OirTIillT  Xo.  44. 

Josin-A  Bates.  Painted  in  18G5,  by  Henry  Peters  Gray, 
after  an  original,  by  E.  U.  Eddis.  Biographical  Sketch, 
page  110. 

r( urn: AIT  Xo.  4r». 

Peter  ("(.oi-ki:.  Painird  iu  iSSG,  by  Henry  A.  Loop. 
Presented  by  hisst>n,  Edavard  Cooper.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  140. 

roirruAir  Xo.  4g. 

John  Davii.  Wolkk.  i*aiiiled  in  18SG.  Replica  by 
1)anii:l  lIi'NriN(,i()x.  Presented  by  his  daughter, 
Cathaimnk  Lokillakd  Wolfe.  Biographical  Sketch, 
page  150. 
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roHTIiAIT  Xo.  47. 


I5kn,;a.mi.\  Ji.  SiiKKMAX.  Painted  in  1886,  by  Fiiaxk  B. 
Caim'KNTKIi.  Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Sk«'tf]i,  page  ins. 


I'OliTBAIT  Xo.  48. 

I'UKSKUVKD  Fisir.  Painted  in  1886,  by  Julian  Scott, 
after  a  da^qierreotype.  Biograx)liical  Sketch,  page 
1 .");"). 


VOliTHAIT  Xo.  49. 

\K\\  ii»  LiANii  T.  I'ainted  in  1887,  by  Yiegixia  Tuckei:, 
aflfraii  original,  by  Jaked  B.  Flagg.  Presented  by 
his  I'MMiily.     P)iographical  Sketch,  page  156. 


i'(n:ri!AiT  Xo.  r>o. 

l-^:.\xcis  SKinnv.  Painted  in  1887,  by  EasTx^ian  Joiinsox. 
Presented  l)y  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Chaeles  P.  Fiscin-u. 
Bi(>grai>hical  Sketch,  page  158. 

rORTIiAIT  Xo.  ol. 

(U<vw  ScinvAU.  Painted  in  1889,  by  Julius  Geektz. 
I'resented  by  his  family.  Biographical  Sketch,  pnge 
l.VO. 


rOHTliAIT  Xo.  o2 


12. 


Elltot  C.  Co  wdin.  Painted  in  1886,  by  J.  W.  Alkxandeu. 
Presented  by  his  ^vido^^^  Mrs.  Elliot  C.  Cowdix. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  162. 
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rOHTli AIT  yo.  o3. 

KiXLOcii  Stuakt.  Tainted  in  1840,  by  A.  B.  Duiiand. 
Presented  by  Mrs.  Hoheut  L.  Stuart.  Biograpliical 
Sketch,  page  1(U». 

j'i>irniAiT  \o.  r>4. 

KoBEiiT  L.  Stiakt.  Painted  in  ^SSQ,  by  Seymour  J.  Guy. 
Presented  l>y  his  widow,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Stuart. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  107. 

r<  una  AIT  No.  5r>. 

RoBERi'  MoCrea.  Painted  in  1835,  by  AYaldo  &  Jewett. 
Presented  )>y  his  dangliter,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Stuart. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  169. 

ronrnAiT  \o.  .>«. 

Joiix  Jacob  Astor.  Painted  in  1890,  by  Jacob  H. 
La/arus,  al'tci-  an  original,  by  Gilbert  Stuart. 
Presented  l»y  liis  grandson,  John  Jacob  Astor. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  170. 

I'inn  i: A  IT  .\o.  r>7. 

Sa.mui:l  W.  Ill  c;(;les.  Painted  in  188:2,  by  Daniel  Hunt- 
in(;ton.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  174. 

inir/i:  i  IT  Xo.  r,s. 

1{()Bkut  Bay.  I'aintcd  in  18SG,  by  Oliver  Lay,  after  an 
original,  by  Damii,  II  r.\TiN(;Tox.  Presented  by  his 
daugliter,  Mrs.  IS',  i:.  JJayliks.  Biographical  Sketch, 
pa  ere  178. 
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rOliTliAIT  Xo.  59. 

.Inn.N-  C.  Gkkkn.  Painted  in  1878,  by  Daniel  IIuiNtixc- 
TON.  Presented  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Sakaii  II.  Gukkx. 
Bio^a-ai»liical  Slvetcli,  page  179. 

roHTIiAIT  No.  60. 

CiiAHLKS  IT.  Maiisiiall.  Painted  in  1864,  by  Rk  iiai:i) 
J.  Na(.m;.     Biograpliical  Sketch,  page  183. 

rOliTHAlT  No.  01. 

.Iamks  Stokks.  Painted  in  1884.  Replica  by  Daniel 
]Iijntin(;t<»n.  Presented  by  his  son,  Anson  Piiklps 
Stokes.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  187. 

ran  THAI T  xo.  62. 

I'AiL  Si'oFFoKi).  Painted  in  1890,  by  Thomas  W.  Wood, 
Presontrd  by  his  family.  Biographical  Sketch,  page 
1  SO. 

ro  urn  AIT  No.  63. 

Thomas  TiLESTON.  Painted  in  1865,  by  Thomas  IIkks. 
Jiiograpliical  Sketch,  page  191. 

rOHTUAIT  No.  64. 

.louN  .1.  Phelps.  Painted  in  1885,  by  Henry  Ulke,  afi.T 
an  original,  by  Daniel  Huntington.  Presented  ])y 
his  soli,  William  AValtek  Phelps.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  :200. 

rOHTBAIT  No.  63. 

>[AKsnALL  0.  Roberts.  Painted  in  1872,  by  T.iomas 
lIiCKS.  Presented  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Susan  L. 
Roberts.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  203. 


19  rORTRAIT  GALLERY. 

roiniiATT  xo.  00. 

RuFUs  Prime.  Painted  in  18SC,  by  Oliver  Lay,  after 
an  original,  by  Daniel  IIuxtixgtox.  Presented  by 
his  daugliter,  Cornelia  Prim  i;.  Biographical  Sketch, 
page  20.J. 

rOUTHAIT  yo.  07. 

George  T.  Trimrle.  Painted  in  18S7,  by  W.  Sergeant 
Kendall,  after  an  original,  by  Daniel  Huntington. 
Presented  by  his  son,  Merritt  Trimble.  Biographi- 
cal Sketch,  page  200. 

roilTIiAIT  Xo.  OS. 

Isaac  Siier.max.  Painted  in  1803,  by  Thomas  Hicks. 
Presented  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Isaac  Sherman.  Bio- 
graphical Sketch,  page  209. 

rOJiTUAIT  Xo.  GO. 

1I(>i:a(  !■;  B.  Claflix.  Painted  in  1880,  by  A.  A.  Anderson. 
Presented  by  liis  sdii,  John  Claflin.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  217. 

nnrrjiAiT  xo.  70. 

.Ierkmiaii  .Mii.i'.axk.  ]»:iiiii.'d  in  1880,  by  J,  W.  Alex- 
ax  dkr.  Pjeseiited  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  224. 

riHiTirtrr  Xo.  7 J. 

KoRERT  H.  McC'ruDY.     Painted  in  188."),  aft<>r  an  original, 

CD  J 

by  an  iiii]<no\Mi  artist.     I'l-esentcd  liy  his  son,  Richard 
A.  McCi;i:i)V.     J^iogiai.hical  Sketclj,  page  227. 
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roiiniAiT  Xo.  72. 

John  Caswell,  Painted  in  1890,  by  Thomas  W.  Wood, 
jifter  Jill  original,  by  Eastmax  Jonxsox.  Presented 
by  CiiA iJLES  S,  Smith.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  22'J. 

j'oirrnAiT  xo.  73. 

.Iacoi;  JLmikeh.  Painted  in  1885,  by  H.  Diegendescu, 
after  an  original,  by  Henry  Inmax.  Presented  by 
his  family.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  232. 

J'OItTllAIT  Xo.  7^. 

ItAMii.  i)i;,\Ki:-S.Mru[.  Painted  in  1589,  by  Jared  B. 
V\.\ca:.  Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  231. 

j'onriiiiT  Xo.  75. 

Ai.iKKi.  S.  Barnks.  Painted  in  1889,  by  George  W. 
Mayxari).  Presented  by  his  family.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  235. 

p OUT U AIT  Xo.  70. 

James  Brown.  Painted  in  1856,  by  Thomas  P.  Kossiter. 
Presented  by  Henry  F.  Spaulding.  Biographical 
Sketch,  page  238. 

r  OUT  RAIT  Xo.  77. 

Cor..r.Lics  VAXD.r.BrLT.  Painted  ia  ISSr.  Replica  by 
J.vuED  B.  Plauu,  Presented  by  his  grandson,  Con. 
NEUUS  Van-dkreili.    BiograpMcal  Sketch,  page  i^- 
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ro  inn  AIT  No.  rs. 

William  H.  Yandekbilt.  Painted  in  1887.  Replica  by 
Eastman  Joiinsox.  Presented  by  his  son,  Cornelius 
Vandekbilt.     Biograi^hical  Sketch,  page  245. 

PORTRAIT  Ko.  7U. 

IIaxsox  K.  Couxixg.  Painted  in  3889,  by  Carl  L. 
Brandt.  Presented  by  his  cliildren,  Biograi)hical 
Sketch,  page  248. 

PORTRAIT  Xo.  SO. 

MosES  Taylor.  Painted  in  ]  888,  by  Daniel  Huntington. 
Presented  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Catharine  A.  Taylor. 
Biographical  Sketch,  page  2G1. 


SCULPTUR  E 


George  Washington.  Bronze  bust,  executed  in  Paris 
ill  1889,  by  Barbedienne,  after  an  original  made  by 
lIoiDOX  at  Mount  Vernon  in  1785.  Presented  by 
Ciiarles  S.  Smith.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  250. 

Jonathan  (tOODhue.  Marble  bust,  executed  in  1849,  by 
IIkxkv  K.  r)i:owN.     Biogiaphical  Sketch,  page  129. 

Geokci:  Crisavot.i).  Marble  l)ust,  executed  in  1844,  by 
J.  Battin.  Presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah 
IT.  (Jkkkx.     Jiiographical  Sketch,  page  132. 

lloBEKT  }].  Pottkij.  Bi'onze  bust,  executed  in  1888,  by 
W.  C.  XoBLE.     Biographical  Sketch,  page  263.  % 
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JOHN    CRUGER. 

An  PMiiiiriif  American  merchant  and  patriot,  born  of 
i":ii<,'li.sli  parents  in  this  City,  Jnly  18,  17J0.  Joirx  Crugku 
l)eh.n;,re(l  to  :i  fnniily  of  successful  and  enterprising 
merchanls.  lie  :md  liis  brother,  Hexry,  Avere  owners  of  a 
nurnbrr  of  ships  en-^Mi^red  in  general  trade,  jHincipally  with 
JJrisfol,  Eiin-liuul,  and  the  AVest  India  Islands.  TJieir  place 
nf  busin.'ss  was  on  CiruGKUs'  Wharf,  on  the  east  side  of 
Whitehall  Slip,  on  the  East  River.  The  great  fire  of 
1770  bi'oke  out  there,  and  the  buildings  belonging  to  the 
Ci:u<;i:i:s  were  wlioliy  destroyed.  Joiix  Ckuger  was 
hoMoird  in  his  day  with  positions  of  the  highest  trust  in 
the  gift  of  iiis  fellow-citizens,  having  been  Mayor  of  the 
City  and  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony, 
in  all  liis  luiMic  career,  covering  many  years,  he  never 
forfeited  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people,  and  liis 
administration  of  the  various  offices  he  held  was  charac- 
terized l)y  tlu'  highest  abilit}^  and  integrity. 

In  170,"»,  when  the  odious  Stamp  Act  was  imposed  upon 
the  Colonies,  the  merchants  of  New- York  were  among  the 
lirst  to  oppose  its  enforcement,  and  it  was  mainly  due  to 
the  inlluence  of  Joiix  Cuugeii,  then  Mayor  of  the  City, 
that  the  revolt  which  the  Stamp  Act  engendered  did  not 
result  in  bloodshed.  The  protests  of  the  people  against 
its  enforcement  did  not  avail.  The  merchants  thereupon 
resolved  upon  the  more  effective  measure  of  non-importation 
from  Great  Britain,  and  it  Avas  this  determined  opposition 
that  compelled  the  British  Parliament  to  repeal  the  Act. 

It  was  during  this  exciting  period  that  Joiiy  Ckugek 
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niul  .a  few  of  the  lendinij;  meiclinnts  met  at  Bolton  & 
Sk:kll'S  Tavern,  (j'et  standiiifi;  on  tlie  corner  of  Broad 
and  Pearl  streets,  and  now  known  as  Washington's 
Headqnarters,)  on  tlieHtli  day  of  April,  1768,  and  tbere  or- 
ganized the  New- York  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mr.  Chugeh 
Avas  the  lirst  named  of  its  founders,  and  was  elected  itsPresi- 
dent.  On  the  2d  of  May,  1760,  he  was  again  unanimously 
chosen,  and  at  tliat  time,  while  serving  as  Speaker  of  the 
General  Assembl}',  he  was  charged  by  that  body  to  convey 
to  the  merchants  of  this  City  and  Colony  "  the  thanks  of 
the  House  for  their  repeated  disinterested,  public  spirited 
and  i)atiiotic  conduct  in  declining  the  importation  of  goods 
from  Great  Britain  until  such  Acts  of  Parliament  as  the 
General  Assembly  had  declared  unconstitutional  and  sub- 
versive of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  thisColony 
should  be  repealed."'  Thus,  in  the  infancy  of  this  me- 
tropolis, the  patriotic  devotion  of  its  merchants  to  the 
cause  of  popular  rights  was  clearly  recognized  and  upheld. 
And  it  is  a  source  of  just  pride  to- day  that  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  merchants'  representative  body,  has  lost 
none  of  its  ancient  si)irit,  as  its  records  from  1801  to 
ISC).")  will  abundantly  show.  John  Chugeii  retained  the 
ollice  of  President  of  the  Chamber  until  it  had  received 
its  charter  from  the  Crown  and  its  permanent  existence 
fully  assured.     In  May,  1770,  he  declined  a  re-election. 

in  all  the  early  dilliculties  which  the  Chamber  had  to 
encounter,  resulting  from  differences  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  measures  affecting  the  trade  of  the  Colony,  Mr.  Ckugkii 
stood  steadfastly  by  the  Cijamber  and  earnestly  contended 
for  its  interests. 

John  Chugeh  exercised  great  influence  with  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  did  much  to  moderate  their  passions  and  har- 
monize the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  opposing  parties  which 
existed  at  that  time.  His  course  durinii;  the  eventful 
period  of  3770,  when  [)atriotic  blood  boiled  at  fever  heat  on 
receipt  of  the  news  of  the  Lexington  outrage,  was  marked 
by  a  calm,  dignified  courage  and  self-reliance;  and  Avliile 
he  did  not  take  an  active  j)ail  in  the  oeginning  of  the 
contest,    from   conscientious    scrui^les    which    his  ohicial 
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j)(*.sifi()ji  iiriposed  upon  liim,  his  sympathies  were  neverthe- 
l.'ss  witli  tlM-  peoi,le  in  tlieir  efforts  to  secure  redress  for 
the  \vroii;;.s  don*;  them  by  the  mother  country. 

Ilr  nevjT  swerved  from  tlie  dictates  of  conscience.  His 
jii(l;,Mnent  was  sound  ;  liis  mind  free  from  bias.  Although  he 
was  as  anxions  as  the  strongest  revohitionist  to  wage  war 
upon  any  arbitrary  measures  of  the  king,  yet  his  course 
was  always  dictated  by  prudence,  caution  and  firmness. 
Whfii  askrd  to  siibsci'ibe  to  the  Articles  of  Association  en- 
Irivd  into  by  lh»'  citizens  of  New- York  on  April  29th,  177o, 
wliich  proposed  "loadopt  and  carry  into  execution  whatever 
uH'asnrcs  may  be  recommended  by  the  Continental  Congress 
( »!•  1  ly  t  Ik'  I'rov  i  ncial  Convent  ion  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
our  (.'((uslitiitioii,  and  opjjosing  the  execution  of  several  ar- 
bitrary and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Parliament,"  Mr. 
(^iMiiKK,  in  a  joint  letter  with  Jacob  Waltox,  refused, 
"because."  said  he,  "as  we  were  elected  llepresentatives 
in  (Jeucral  Assemlily  for  the  City  and  County  of  New- York, 
we  conceive  that  the  faithful  performance  of  that  important 
trust  reipiires  of  us  a  free,  unbiased  exercise  of  our  judg- 
UKMil.  To  sulimit  this  to  the  control  of  anypower  on  earth 
wouhl,  in  oui-  opinion,  be  deserting  that  trust;  but  to 
en^^age  imi>li(  itly  to  approve  and  carry  into  execution  the 
regulations  of  any  other  body,  would  justly  expose  us  to 
t  h.'  rei>roaeh  of  (Uir  own  consciences,  the  censure  not  only  of 
our  constituents,  but  of  the  Avliole  world."  This  is  the 
hinguage  of  a  man  who  believed  in  reason  and  conscience. 
lb'  ](»gically  a. Ids:  '"In  our  legislative  capacity  we  have 
ahvady  transmitted  to  the  King  and  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment representations  of  our  grievances.  '■'  ^  "^^  As  the 
signing  of  this  Association,  therefore,  would,  in  effect,  be  to 
deprive  ourselves  of  our  legislative  powers,  Ave  cannot  but 
suppose,  from  the  tenor  of  it,  an  exemption  of  us  is  implied 
in  it  "  ^Ve  umv  be  pardoned  for  dwelling  a  little  longer 
upon  Mr.  Ckugkk's  character.  Moderation  and  firmness 
in  him  were  beautifullv  combined.  He  Avas  in  no  sense  a 
servile  subject  of  the  king,  but  he  steadily  opposed  violent 
or  incendiary  words  or  action.  He  endeavored  to  modify 
the  auger  of  the  revolutionists,  in  the  hope  that  the  king 
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would  iiltimntely  exhibit  that  justice  which  the  people 
demaiKled.     Evidence   of  his   earnest  desire  for  peace  is 
shown  in  his  letter  to  General  Gage,  the  British  commander. 
This  letter,  drawn  by  Mr.  Cruger,  is  dated  May  5th,  1775, 
and  is  signed  by  fourteen  members  cf  the  Assembly.     It 
urges  General  Gage,  "that  as  far  as  consistent  with  his 
duty,  he  would  immediately  order  a  cessation   of  public 
hostilities  until  his  Majesty  can  be  apprised  of  the  situation 
of    the   American   Colonies;"    and   the    same  letter  also 
expressed  the  wish,  "  that  no  military  force  might  land  or 
be  stationed  in  this  Province."     Shortly  after,  however, 
the  British  army  took  possession  of  the  City,  just  prior  to 
which  Mr.  Cruger  retired  to  Kinderhook  on  the  Hudson, 
where  he  appears  to  have  suffered  from  the  infirmities  of 
advancing  age  and  the  need  of  those  necessities  which  the 
condition"  of  affairs  deprived  him  of.     He  returned  to  this 
City  after  peace  was  declared  in  1783,  and  here,  on  Tuesday, 
the*^27th  of  December,  1791,  died,  at  the  age  of  82  years. 

How  touching  is  the  following  tribute,  which  was  printed 
with  a  notice  of  his  death  in  the  Neio- Tor Jc  Journal  and 
Patriotic  Register : 

"  It  may  be  truly  said  of  liim,  tliat  lie  was 
The  upright  man, 

Beloved  of  all  his  friends  ; 
And  of  whom  an  enemy 

(If  he  had  one) 
Could  speak  no  evil." 


HENRY   WHITE. 

Hknijy  AViiite  came  of  Welsh  birth  and  origin,  and 
possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  loyalty,  thoroughness 
and  integrity  of  his  race.  In  May,  1756,  we  find  him  as  a 
I)etitioner  for  leave  to  supply  bread  to  South  Carolina  for 
the  use  of  the  Navy.  The  New- York  Mercury,  of  Decem- 
ber 12th,  1757,  makes  the  announcement,  that  "  Hexry 
AViiiTE  has  just  imported  from  London  and  Bristol  a  neat 
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iiHHortuu'Ut  *.f  -oods,  fit  for  tlie  season,  wliicli  lie  will  sell  for 
jv.M.Iy  uunwy  <>y  slioit  credir,  at  liis  store  in  Kino--street  " 
On  M:.y  i:Jtli,  1701,  lie  rnarried  Eva  Van  Coutlandt, 
daii-lilrr  (,r  Kj:i.i)i.;i:icK,  and  grand-dangliter  of  Jacobus 
V.w  ('«.i:ti..\M)t.  This  connection  secured  for  Mr.  AYiirn: 
a  fort  nil.-.  Orn-  y<'ar  lat.-r  he  became  the  owner  of  tlie  sloop 
"Mor..,"  which,  Jilxeall  the  craft  sniling  from  New- York  at 
(hisiinM-,  wasarnu'd.  T]iH"Moro"  carried  ten  guns.  The 
war  with  France  was  then  ended  onland,  but  still  continued 
oil  the  seas.  An  ex:ini[»le  of  his  enterprise  and  honesty  is 
r«.iin(l  ill  ;i  I'lirf  n(.ticeinAVKY.MA^^'s(?a^e^/eof  MarchSlst, 
I7(;:i,  whejcin  lie  nnnomices  his  intention  to  sail  for  Eng- 
hind.  and  *'  invites  those  to  whom  he  is  indebted  to  call 
loiihf'ir  iiK.ney."  Mr.  AViiitk  was,  undoubtedly,  a  very 
ainl>ilioiis  man;  and  ]»ersistent  and  attentive  as  he  was  in 
business,  he  seems  to  have  been  desirous  of  political  pre- 
ferment. In  ITC.'.l,  for  «\\aniple,  he  sought  and  obtained 
from  th<'  (iovenior  of  the  Colony  a  seat  at  the  Council 
r.oard.  made  vacant  by  tlie  refusal  of  Mr.  De  Lancey  to 
lake  olli.r.  This  ])ositi(»n  he  retained  daring  the  remain- 
ing period  (.f  Knglish  rule  in  this  country.  His  increasing 
business  rumpelied  him,  iiilTGO,  to  change  his  location  from 
Ci;i  oKKs'  wharf  to  tiiehouseof  the  then  late  Abraham  De 
Pkvsti;i:.  This  Ik. use  stood  between  the  "  Fly  market  and 
the  colTee  house,"  where,  according  to  Hugh  Gaines* 
New- York  (,\t-cllc  and  ^]'dc/cl!/  Mercw?/,  he  Avas  prepared 
lo  sell  "  nails  (.f  all  sizes  ;  Bohea  and  Congo  teas  ;  6  by  8, 
7  by  1>,  and  S  by  10  window^  glass;  English  sailcloth; 
from  No.  1  to  7,  Kussia  do.  ;  writing  paper,  English  cord- 
au^',  Bristol  beer,  blue  dnlhls,  spotted  rugs  ;  Newkirk  and 
Dutch  o/.enbrigs,  Madeira  wine."  This,  to  some  extent, 
is  an  interesting  contrast  to  the  nature,  volume  and  variety 
of  the  imp<.rtation  to  be  found  in  a  modern  well  stocked 
store.  It  is  more  pertinent,  however,  to  record  Mr. 
AViiiTEs  connection  with  our  straggle  for  independence 
He  was,  undoubtedly,  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  and 
his  umiueslioned  loyalty  to  the  king  in  those  stonny  days 
resulted  in  his  leaving  the  country  for  a  brief  period.  Mi. 
^Yl^I■^:  was  one  of  the  consignees  of  the  tea  shippad  to 
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America  in  the  ^vinter  of  1773  to  1774,  which  caused  so 
nnicli  turbulence  alon<;  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  feeling 
apainst  the  English  Government  was  then  so  strong  that  it 
Avas  resolved  to  pay  no  duties.  At  Charleston  the  mer- 
chandise was  refused  by  the  consignees  and  allowed  to  rot 
in  tlie  store.  Three  ships  Avith  similar  cargoes  arrived  at 
Boston,  l)ut  the  tea  Avas  thrown  into  the  sea.  One  cargo 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  but  "brotherly  love"  at  that 
time  could  not  restrain  the  Philadelphians  from  gathering 
in  town  meeting,  and  exacting  a  promise  from  the  captain 
of  the  vessel  to  return  to  London  with  his  ship  and  cargo 
the  following  day. 

IIkxky  White  would  not  consent  to  these  manifestations 
of  disapproval  Avith  the  king's  decrees.     He  and  tAA^o  other 
consignees,  on  December  1st,  1773,  addressed  a  memorial 
to  Governor  Tkyoi*^  to  protect  their  importations.     When 
these  arrived,    April   18th,    1774,    Captain   Lockyer  Avas 
alloAved  to  bring  his  vessel  to  the  city,  but  the  creAv  had 
to    remain    aboard.      From    the    NeAA^-York    Gazette    of 
April  2nth,  AA-e  learn  that  a  Vigilance  Committee,  on  the 
morning  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship,  conducted  the  cap- 
tain to  the  house  of  "the  Hon.  Henky  White,  Esquire, 
one  of  the  consignees,  and  there  informed  Captain  Lockyer 
that  he  should  not  presume  to  go  near  the  Custom  House." 
Tlie  captain  shortly  after  left  the  city.    In  1775  Mr.  AVhite 
seems   to   haA-e  incurred   the    displeasure    of   those   Avho 
resisted  the  king's  orders,   for  the  Committee  of  Safety 
had  placed  before  them  an  intercepted  letter,  addressed  by 
Governor  JirAuiix,    of   North   Carolina,    to   Mr.    White, 
asking  for  the  shipment  of  a  marquee,   "Avith  the  royal 
standard."     About  this  time  Mr.  AViiite  considered  liis 
liberty  Avas  jeopardized,  and  probably  left  the  City,  some- 
Avhat  hurriedly,  for,  in  the  summer  of  177G,  according  to 
GovernorTitYox's  account,  heAA'as  in  England.    He  returned 
to  New-York  in  the  fall  of  177G,  Avlien  the  British  had 
resumed  control,  and  his  namci  appears  among  the  signers 
of  the  loyal  address  to  Lord  Howe  in  October  following. 
During  the  Avar  he  gave  material  assistance  to  the  king's 
troops,  sold  captured  vessels  and  cargoes,  distributed  prize 


HKX.KAI'IUCAL   SKETCIIKS.  23 

rTion<'y   anion;,'    liritisli   wnr   vessels,   and  in   other  ways 
ondravonMl  fo  iij.liold  and  continae  Britisli  antliority  and 
infliirnr...     Sahivk  snys,   that  on  October  9th,  1780,  Mr. 
WiiiTi';  aiipcanHl  before  the  SnrroGcate  to  prove  the  will  of 
Major  Am>i:k,  and  testified  tliat  lie  knew  his  signatnre  and 
handwriting,'  w.-ll.     When  the  war  ended,  Mr.  White  left 
th(!  (;ity,  n'ttirninu'  to  Knc^dand  with  the  British  who  evacu- 
atrd    N.'W-V«.rk   in    tlie   1'mU   of   178:3.     His  estates  were 
conliscafcd  in    177'.).     His  mansion  in  1786  was  occupied 
by  (ii.niMiK  Ci.rxro.v,  New- York's  first  Governor.     All  of 
thr.  jtroptTfy  was  vested  in  the  people  of  this  State,  as  the 
adv<'rti.s»'ni«'nt  reads,  "by  the  attainder  of  Hexry  White, 
K-^cpjin-,  hit<'  one  of  th*^  nieml)ers  of  the  Conncil  of  the  late 
('oh»ny  of   Nt'w-Y(»rk.''     Mi-.   White    Avas    elected  Vice- 
Pn'sidrnl  of  tht'  Chiunber  of  Commerce  May  1,  1770,  and 
l*r«'si(Ifjit   M.iy  T).  I77*i.  and  served  in  that  capacity  nntil 
Nbiy   -I,    177:!.     Ib'   dit*d   in   Golden  Sqnare,   London,  on 
Dcccnibcr  t?:!d,    17."-(',   his  wife  surviving  him   nenrly  half 
a  (••Mihny.     She  (IIimI  at  her  residence,  No.  11  Broadway, 
on   August    liMh.    1S:V'>,   at   the   ripe  age    of    ninety-nine 
years.     Uv   brr   .Mi-.  White  had  thirteen  children,  seven 
(if  wlioiM  livrd  fobe  twenty-one  years  old.    Of  these,  Hexhy 
inarri.'(l  Aw  Van  Cuiitlaxdt,  and  lived  and  died  in  this 
counlry.     .I.'Hn     ("iiA>ir.i:i;s  AYiiite  entered  the  British 
Navy,  liiul  was  knighted  after  attaining  the  rank  of  Vice- 
A<in'iiral.     lb'  married  Coudelia  Faxshaave  for  his  first 
wif,',  and  Miss  Dai.uy.mi'LE  for  liis  second.     Fredekkk 
\'an  Coi:ti.am»t  WiiiTEentered  the  British  army  in  1781  as 
an  ensign,  and  rose  to  tlie  rank  of  general.     He  married 
first  So'niiA  (^.nKK,  and  after  her  death  Miss  Davidsox. 
Wii  1  1  \M  TuvoN  White,  another  son,  died  in  this  country. 
Of  llM'  dauuliters,  Axx  married  in  1787  Dr.  Jonx  McNa- 
MAKV   11  AYES,  (afterwards  Sir  Johx,)  of  Golden  Square, 
London.     She  died  in  England.    MarPxARET  married  Petku 
.Iay  MrM:o,  and  died  here,  and  Frances,  who  married 
Dr.  Aia  HiUAi.n  BiircE,  also  lived  and  died  in  the  Lmted 
States.     The  portrait  of  Mr.  White,  belonging  to  theCham- 
ber  (^f  C.>mmerce,  is  from  an  excellent  picture  by  Copley,  in 
possession  of  Ar«UTSTCS  Yax  Cortlandt,  a  great  grandson. 
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THEOPHYLACT    BACHE. 

The  stormy  days  of  the  Revolution  natumlly  engendered 
the  bitterest  feeling  between  the  Revolutionists  and  the 
Royalists.  But  there  were  men  who,  Avliile  acknowledging 
their  allegiance  to  the  king,  did  not  hold  the  theory  that 
the  "king  can  do  no  wrong."  They,  however,  opposed 
the  movement  to  cut  loose  from  the  mother  country,  and 
sought  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  between  the  oppos- 
ing forces.  TiiEOPiiYLACT  Baciie,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  one  of  these  men  of  peace.  Of  noble  and 
generous  instincts,  sterling  integrity,  fine,  dignified  pres- 
ence, he  was  a  friend  to  all,  and  while  lamenting  the  ruj)- 
ture  between  the  king  and  the  revolutionists,  he  accepted  its 
results,  and  lived  throngh  the  early  years  of  the  republic, 
devoting  a  large  share  of  his  time  to  charitable  objects 
and  jniblic  p)ursuits,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Tjikopiiylact  Baciie  was  born  in  the  town  of  Settle,  in 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  England,  on  January  17th, 
1734-5  (old  style.)  His  father  was  an  excise  collector. 
Tjieopiiylact  arrived  in  New- York  September  17th,  17r)l, 
and  acted  as  assistant  to  Paul  Rioiiaku,  a  snccessful 
mercliant  of  that  day,  who  had  been  Mayor  of  the  City. 
Six  years  after  his  arrival  he  appears  in  the  public  i)rints 
of  that  day  as  the  seller  of  "a  choice  parcel  of  Madeira 
wine,  Cheshire  cheese,  spermaceti  candles,"  and  other  Eu- 
ropean stock ;  and  in  1757  records  show  that  he  was  a 
partner  with  Leon  aud  Llspenaed  as  a  mercliant  and  owner 
of  the  shi[)  "Grace."  About  this  2:)eriod  his  business 
as  an  importer  increased  so  rapidly  as  to  warrant  a  change 
of  location,  and  in  17G0  he  was  again  compelled  to  seek 
more  commodious  (piarters.  On  October  10th  of  that  j^ear 
lie  married  Anx  J^orotiiv,  daughter  of  Andiiew  Bap^clay, 
a.  wealthy  gentleman  from  Curacoa,  who  had  established 
liimself  as  a  merchant  in  New- York.  This  connection 
Xiroved  valuable  to  him.  Of  his  wife's  sisters,  Catiiekine 
married  Ai  (JUStuh  Vax  Coktlandt  ;  Sarah,  A^^tiiuts^y 
LispEXARD  ;  Ann  Margaret,  Frederick  Jay  ;  Helena, 
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ns  early  as  I  TOO  Im-  was  established  in  business  at  Philadel- 
I)hia,  and  with  'riii;<»i'nYLA(T  conducted  an  underwriting 
Ji<^ciicy  f(.i-  vessels  and  cargoes.  A  policy  is  still  in  exist- 
ence i.ssned  l)y  ili(.  two  brothers  at  Philadelphia,  dated 
May  :Msf ,  170 1,  on  ;i  shipment  from  that  port  to  Havana  by 
the  biig  "Sncce.«^s"  for  a  3^  jier  cent,  consideration. 
1J|(  iiAi;i»  was  married  on  October  29th,  1767,  IoSauah,  the 
u\i\\  danuhter  of  \]\r  illustrious  Bexjamix  Fuanklix. 

The  name  of  'riii:<»iMivLA(  t  Baciie  is  of  peculiar  interest 
1<»  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  seeing  that  he  Avns  one 
of  its  organi/ers  wIumi  its  members  first  assembled  to 
give  if  III.'  name  it  has  borne  for  one  hundred  and 
twenlyone  years.  Tn  1770  lie  was  chosen  its  Treasurer  ; 
in  l"7I.  \'iee-Piesiilent,  and  in  1773  he  was  elected  its 
J're.sidrnt.  He  was  also  a  petitioner  for  the  incorpora- 
tion <»f  the  Marine  Society,  and  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Society  of  the  New- York  Hospital,  in  1771.  To 
what  extent  Mr.  J5a(  HK  took  part  in  the  great  opposition 
to  the  Stamp  Act  in  1705  there  is  no  clear  record.  It  is 
almost  certain  that  lie  took  no  prominent  part.  He  was  a 
man  of  domestic  tastes,  and  his  business  seems  to  have  ab- 
s(.rbed  nearly  his  whole  attention.  That  he  was  highly 
esteemed  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  Avhile  he  did  not 
seek  political  distinction,  his  highstanding  and  undoubted 
integi  it  V  led  the  citizens  to  regard  him  as  one  of  their  most 
trusted  advisers.  When  the  Committee  of  Fifty-one  was 
orgainzt-d  in  May,  1774,  Mr.  Baciie  proved  himself  a  valu- 
able member.  He  was  a  willing  promoter  of  the  first  Con- 
tinental Con-ress,  ami  was  one  of  two  appointed  to  oversee 
the  election  'of  Deputies.  This  Congress  did  nothing  more 
than  adopt  a  -Declaration  of  Rights,"  and  recommend 
to  the  Colonies  a  non-exportation  and  non-importation  Act. 
The  peaceful  proclivities  of  Mr.  Bache  were  plainly  shown 
in  1775,  when  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  readied 
New-York,     lie  regarded  the  war  as  a  conflict  between 
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friends  and  kindred.  In  New- York  the  lines  between  tlie 
Idntr'sndherents  and  the  patriotic  p;irty  were  becoiniii;:i;nii)i'e 
sharply  drawn.  Attempts  were  made  to  brealv  up  the 
middle  ])ariy  and  compel  (he  neutrals  to  define  their  posi- 
tion. Mr.  J5 ache's  family  in  America  were  divided  in 
their  choice  of  king  and  country.  His  brother,  Uiciiakd, 
was  a  strong  Revolutionist.  Mr.  Baciie's  attempts  to  re- 
main impartial  were  of  little  avail,  but  the  following  nn- 
signed  letter,  said  to  have  been  written  by  him  to  Major 
MoxcKiEFF,  discloses  some  phases  of  the  character  of  the 
man  : 

New-Youk,  Sepleiiiber  3,  1775. 
Deai:  Majoii  : 

I  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  ago  by  the  transport  which 
sailed  from  hence.  I  hope  you  have  received  it.  It  is  now 
decreed  by  the  Congress  criminal  to  speak,  and  as  it  would 
be  equally  so  to  wj-ite,  not  knowing  into  whose  hands  this 
may  fall  before  this  reaches  you,  I  am  determined  not  to 
ti-ansgress.  1  wish  to  remain  in  this  country  as  long  as  I 
can,  and  not  to  do  anything  that  may  cause  a  banishment, 
oi-  the  i)unishment  of  being  sent  to  the  mines  of  Syms- 
buiy,  which  are  punishments  daily  intlicted  on  those  poor 
culpi-its  whoare  found,  orevensupposed,  inimical.  Don't 
think  of  returning  here  while  the  unhappy  contest  con- 
tinues. You  will  be  ferreted  and  exposed  to  insults  I  would 
wish  you  to  avoid.  I  will  take  care  of  your  wife  as  much  as 
a  brot  her  or  a  friend  can  do.  She  is  as  well  and  as  hai)py  as 
can  be  expected.  I  expect  that  she  will  lay  in  at  Flatbush, 
as  I  think  it  would  be  dangerous  to  bring  her  to  town.  The 
late  liringof  the  "  Asia"  lias  been  fatal  to  many  women  in 
her  situation.  The  family  join  nuj  in  love  to  you,  and 
believ(i  me  to  be,  dear  jMoxcuiei'F, 

Y'ours, 


To  ^fajor  Mo.ncwieff, 

P)Oston. 

Tiro.uAS  Monoijieff  liad  married  Helena  Bauclay,  the 
sister  of  Mrs.  Baciii;,  in  1774.     This  letter  caused  trouble 
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to  Afr.  P,.\(iii;,  for  liewns  siimmonea  before  the  Commit  t.'(> 

of  S;ir.-|y  \'<,v  exa:Minntion.     Tlirono-li  a  liiendly  hint,  liow- 

«'v<T,  liM  left  town,     hi  HTn  lie  ^vns  nonin  cited  tonppp.-ir 

iM'fore  tlio  Conmiitree,  but  lie  replied  in  a  clinrncleristic 

l(Mt«T,  llirit  lie  Avns  deeply  concerned  :it  tlm  chnrfre  that  Iih 

\v:iH  iniriiic.'il    to  tin;  cnnse  of  Aniericn.     He  declared  tlie 

Mcciisjition  ;i,:::iinst  liini   avhs  nnwnrrnnted,  and  was  made 

by  tlios(»  iin:ic(piainted  ^villl  Lis  sentiments.     "I  sincerely 

bopcfoi-ri  reconciliation,"  lieAvrofe,  "  that  tliisonce  happy 

coiiniiy  may  onjoy  the  blessino-s  of  peace."     Abont  this 

]M'iio(l    be  ictj'cated  to  the  British  lines,  and  durini;-  the 

war  (livi(b'(l  Ids  time  between  this  City  and  his  Flatbu.sh 

I'csidcnce,    a     favorite    country  seat    Avith  New-Yorkers. 

Duri!!;^:  the  conllict  he  maintained  a  stiict  neutrality,  but 

oil  the  iii^lit  of  .June  iHth,  1778,  he  was  carried  oflf  by  foicv. 

uiib   Major  AroN(  i:iEFF,  to  Morristown,  N.  J.,  Avhere  tht»y 

underwent  a  Tioniinal  confinement  for  a  short  time.    Diiiinu; 

f]i(»  war  be  di<l   his  utmost  to  alleviate  the  distress.     In 

17S4  his  interest  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  auaiii 

made  manifest  by  liis  efTorts  to  readmit  to  membershii)  all 

those  who  bad  been  absent  during  the  war.     With  other 

parlies,  Mr.  T.Vi  iii:,  in  1770,  had  become  interested  in  lar^xe 

tracts  of  land,  and  in  1785  he  was  interested  with  J.\aiks 

r.  \i;i  i.w  ill  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  18,000  acres  on  the  west 

side   (d'    the   waters   which    iiow   into    Lake  Champhiin. 

When  peace  was  restored  he  re-commenced  business  at  his 

(dd    ]>lace,  No.  38  Hanover  Square,  which,  from  1794  to 

1801,  is  described  as  122  Pearl-street.     Mr.  Bactik  erected 

the  buildino-s  on  AValer-street,  then  known  as  Nos.  85,  80 

and    87.     In  1802  Mr.  Baciie   occupied  No.  87.     As  the 

"  river  front  "  became  further  filled  in,  four  more  houses 

were  added  on  Front-street,  and  on  its  final  extension  to 

South-street  he  erected  two  fine  warehouses,  known  as -11 

and  4.-)  South-street,  which  were  subsequently  accepted  as 

models  iov  similar  structures.     These  were  destroyed  in 

the   disastrous  lire  of  1835.    Here,  on  the  ground  iloor, 

Jo:,-  ATiiAN  Goouiiue,  the  founder  of  the  old  and  well  knoui. 

house  of  Goodhue  &  Co.,  occupied  an  office.    No.  4.)  NNas 

the  onice   of    the  late  Moses  Taylor,  the  distinguished 
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iiieicliaiit  whose  portrait  adorns  the  walls  of  the  Chamber 
of  Coiiiinerce.  In  1803  Mr.  Baciik  took  his  son  Andrew 
info  partnership,  the  iirni  becoming  Tiieopiiylact  & 
Am)i:i:w  Baciie.  The  business  was  not  prosperous 
during  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  B ache's  career.  The 
l^eriod  was  one  of  commercial  disaster.  The  whole  world 
Avas,  so  to  speak,  armed  to  the  teeth.  Mr.  Baciie 
died  on  October  30tl),  1807,  in  the  78d  year  of  his  age, 
and  was  buried  from  the  house  of  his  friend  and  kins- 
man, CiiAui.Ks  McEvEiis,  in  Wall-street,  on  the  following 
Sunday.  Mr.  Baciie  was  a  Governor  of  the  New- York 
Hospital  from  178;')  to  1797,  and  President  from  1794  to 
1797,  and  second  President  of  the  St.  George's  Society  in 
178G.  Kevolutionists  and  Royalists  alike  seem  to  have  re- 
garded him  with  great  respect,  for  he  was  made  Vice- 
President  of  the  Chamber  in  1788,  and  was  re-elected 
yearly  until  1792.  He  was  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church 
for  many  years.  By  his  wife,  Anx  Dorothy  Barclay,' 
whose  death  occurred  in  1795,  hs  had  a  numerous  issue, 
several  of  wdiom  lived  to  maturity. 


V/ILLIAM    WALTON. 

AVii.MAM  Wai/i'ox,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  successively  its  Treasurer,  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  President,  came  of  English  descent,  though  early 
ill  the;  eighteenth  century  his  ancestors  played  an  impor- 
i.'iiit  ]):irt  in  the  mai'itiine  and  commercial  history  of 
America.  Jlis  uncle,  Wii,MA>r  Wai/iox,  realized  a  for- 
tune ri(.iii  his  lieet  of  vessels  plying  to  southern  i^orts. 
]Ie  controlled  the  carrying  trade  ol'  St.  Augustine,  the 
Si)nniards  btMugespecially  friendly  towards  him.  William 
AV Ai/i(»\,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  son  of  jACon 
Wai/i'on,  a  brother  of  WiM.iAM  just  referred  to,  and  was 
born  in  this(Jily  in  1731.  Jlis  uncle,  Willia:si,  regarded 
his  nephew  with  great  favor,  and  early  took  him  into  the 
business  he  had   found    so   lucrative.     The  uncle  had  no 
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rliildrcii    (,f  liis  own.     As  the  young  man  grew  up  lie  en- 
joy fd  sill  tlifjndvsmtnges  which  a  line  physique,  business 
success  iiiid  glowing  prospects  could  give  him.    On  October 
lid,  I7r»7,  the  i-ecord  of  New- York  marriages  announces  his 
.'iiliinice  Willi  the  influential  family  of  the  De  LAm'EYs.  fci-, 
on   (hat  date,   he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Lieutenanl- 
( Governor  .1  a  m  i:s  ]>e  Lancet.    The  De  Lan^ceys  had  inter- 
Minrrifd    with    the  Van  Cohtlaxdts,   one  of  the  most 
I.ou-.'iCmI    r;iiiiili<-s    in    the    province.     In    1708  '\Vii.i,T.\:\r 
W  Ai  TON.  ibe  uncle,  died,  and  William,  the  nephew,  with 
bis  bidtlK-r,  caiiied   on   the  business  under  the  style  of 
William   tV   . I  a((ii;  Walton  &  Co.     Jacob  had  married 
a,  daughter  nf  Hi  nu\'  Cihoek,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Xcw-Vdik  (irnnal  Assembly.     In  1772  the  two  brothers 
owned  large  tiacts  of  land  at  Socialborough,  in  the  northern 
pail  of  I  he  Slat",  and  also  were  engaged  in  manufacturing. 
\Vi  Li.i  A  M  was  a  man  of  great  public  spirit.    Even  in  those 
i)iiniitive  (lavs  he  saw  the  need  of  an  association  of  a  bodv 
of  iiier(diauts,  bv  whose  united  efforts  the  commercial  and 
marilinie  inten-sts  of  the  country  could  be  advanced.     He 
accordingly  helped  organize  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
1708,  was  its  Treasurer  in  1771,  its  Vice-President  in  1772, 
and  President  from  1774  to  1775.     He  was  also  a  petitioner 
for  Ibe  incorporation  of  the  Marine  Society,  and  was  a 
warm  sui)iM>rter  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  merchants 
in  oi»posifion  to  the  Stamp  Act.     He  was  also  a  nienil)er  of 
tlie  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Fifty-one,  Avhich  was 
formed  soon  after  the  receipt  of  thenewsof  the  closing  of  the 
Port  of  15oston.    Mr.  AValtox  was  also  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Sixty,  appointed  to  carry  out  the  non-importation  and 
non  exportation  order  adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress 
of  177-J,  and  records  show  that  he  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  C(»mmittee  of  Safety  of  One  Hundred,  chosen  in 
1775.     Like  many  others,  Mr.  Walton's  sympathies  were 
with  the  patriotic  party,  but  family  ties  probably  modihed 
the  course  he  personally  would  have  chosen. 

The  De  Lancets  were  nearly  all  adherents  to  the  Koyal- 
ists'  cause,  while  the  Waltons  were  inclined  to  be  neutral 
in  the  conliict.     About  this  time  Mr.  Walton  went  to  his 
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residence  in  Jersey,  intending  probably  to  stay  there  until 
sonietliing  was  delinitely  settled,  but  finally  returned  to 
the  City  -when  the  l^ritish  authority  Avas  restored.  Soon 
after  his  Jersey  estates  were  coniiscated. 

During-  the  war  he  resided  in  New- York,  employing 
liimself  in  alleviating  the  distress  and  in  mitigating  the 
severities  the  war  occasioned.  When  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce resumed  its  sittings,  June  21st,  1779,  Mr.  Walton 
became  a  regular  attendant,  and  in  1783  he  was  again 
chosen  Vice-President.  Though  he  continued  to  reside 
in  the  City,  Mr.  Waltox  did  not  resume  active  busi- 
ness. He  died  August  ISth,  1706,  in  the  sixty -lifth 
year  of  his  age.  His  wife  died  May  lOtli,  1707.  Mr. 
Walton  left  tliree  sons,  who  inherited  his  estates.  Their 
names  were  William,  James  De  Lancey  and  Jacob. 
Jacob,  after  serving  a  term  in  the  British  Navy,  became  a 
Hear  Admiral.  Damkl  Chommelix  Verplaxck  married 
the  daughter,  Anx.  Tlie  old  name  is  still  directly  preserved 
l)y  the  lleverend.  \Vi li.lv m  Waltox,  a  son  of  Jacob,  the 
British  Admiral.  The  Waltox  family  has  been  an  honor- 
able one.  It  should  be  added,  that  the  old  Walton  house, 
continuously  held  by  the  family  since  1752,  was  standing 
until  within  a  few  years,  in  Franklin  Square,  and  w^as 
known  as  oiO  Pearl-street.  This  old.  relic  had  been 
tiie  scene  of  iniiny  an  important  gathering  in  the  old 
Colonial  days.  AVilllvm  Waltox,  the  uncle  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  built  the  homestead,  and  at  his  death  be- 
queathed it  to  his  ne[)hew,  William.  Many  notables 
shared  the  ]iosi»iialities  of  this  mansion,  and  its  historic 
connections  will  :i!un\  s  be  found  of  interest. 


JOHN     ALSOP. 

Till,  family  of  Ai..->oi>  in  America  is  descended  from 
]ii<  iL\i:i>  Alsoi',  who  emigrated  from  England  towards 
the  close  of  liie  seventeenth  century,  and  under  the 
patronage  of  'J'lioJtAS  Wan  dell,  a  brother  of  his  mother, 
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l:mi(iii,s  Indian  iiol,ter,  lie  left  a  numerous  issue.  lILs  third 
son,  .!(iH.\  Al>(>\',  was  bred  to  the  legal  profession,  and 
early  ](.ra(<Ml  liiniself  at  New- Windsor,  in  Orange  County, 
X«'W-Y(.rk,  but  soon  leinoved  to  the  City  of  IS'ew-York, 
when'  lie  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  1749.  lie  continued 
in  Ihr  ]. lactic*'  of  his  i)rofession  until  his  death,  in  1701. 
11'  married  Ai'.k.aif,,  daughter  of  Joseph  Sackett,  of 
X«'W(()Wii,  by  \\li(im  he  had  two  sons,  John  and  liuiiAUit, 
Im(|  h  (>r  w  Imm  survived  him. 

.IniiN  Ai.soi',  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  eldest 
>ni\  of  John  Ai.soI'  and  AiHGAiL  Sackett.  The  precise 
dale  <d'  hi.s  l)irth  is  not  known.  H^  was  brought  up  as  a 
mcichant,  as  his  name  a[)pears  signed  JohxAlsop,  Junior, 
to  the  agrccmmt  mtei'ed  into  by  the  principal  merchants  of 
the  City,  in  l)ccend)er,  IT.^J,  "not  to  receive  copper  half- 
iM'Uce  otherwise  than  fourteen  for  a  shilling."  About  this 
time  lie  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother,  Kktiaiu), 
uiubi-  the  lirm  of  Jonx  &  Richard  Ai.sop.  Tiieir 
paitiiersliip  was  dissolved  on  the  30tli  of  September,  1757, 
Jilt  II Alio  removing  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  John 
continuing  the  business  in  New-York  in  his  own  name, 
lie  soon  reached  the  lirst  rank  among  the  merchants  of  the 
City.  During  the  i^eriod  which  preceded  and  followed  the 
l>assage  and  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  in  17Uo  and  1700,  he 
was  active  with  his  fellow  merchants  in  measures  of  resist- 
ance to  the  oppressive  laws  of  the  British  Parliament,  and 
in  May,  ITGi),  was  chosen  to  read  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
merchants  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Assembly, 
thankim;-  them  for  their  faithful  observance  of  the  Non- 
importation ao-reements.  He  was  then  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  he  had  aidedin  foundnig  the 
year  before.  In  1770  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  in- 
spection to  enforce  the  agreements  which  were  still  con- 
tinued.    When  the  news  of  the  passage  of  the  ]3oston 
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Port  Bill  reached  New-York,  in  May,  1774,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  was  raised  to  concert  measures 
of  resistance,  Joiix  ALS()i>\vas  the  lirst  named  of  the  lifty- 
one  members  ;  and,  on  tlie  organization  of  the  Committee, 
was  chosen  deputy  Chairman.  In  the  summer  of  the  same 
year  he  was  elected  one  of  the  New- York  delegates  to  the 
First  Continental  Congress.  In  May,  1775,  he  was  one  of 
the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  chosen  by  the  citizens  to 
take  charge  of  tlie  Government  till  a  convention  could  be 
assembled :  the  following  year  he  was  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress. On  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, Mr.  Alsop  and  his  colleagues,  representing  the  State 
of  New- York,  were  recalled,  the  State  not  being  iDrepared 
to  ratify  the  Declaration  of  Indepiendence,  In  a  letter  to 
the  convention  lie  expressed  surprise  and  indignation  at 
the  slight  put  upon  the  New- York  delegation,  in  leaving  it 
without  instructions  on  this  point,  although  such  instruc- 
tions had  been  repeatedly  sought  for.  Withdrawing  to 
Middletown,  where  his  brother's  family  was  settled,  he  re- 
sided there  until  the  close  of  >the  war.  On  his  return  to  the 
City,  in  1784,  he  renewed  his  connection  with  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  was  one  of  the  X)etitioners  for  a  confirm- 
ation of  the  cliart^r  from  the  State  in  April  of  that  year. 
On  the  re-organization  of  the  Chamber  he  was  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  his  fellow  merchants  for  the  Presidency  of 
that  body — a  high  tribute  to  the  integrity  of  his  character 
and  the  lidelity  of  his  attachment  to  his  native  land — 
from  men  who  had  not  always  agreed  with  him  in  opinion. 
In  17S5  lie  declined  are-election,  owing  to  his  failing  health 
and  advanced  years,  and  he  gradually  withdrew  from 
business. 

Mr.  Aj-soi'  was  for  many  years  a  Vestryman  of  Trinity 
Church,  President  of  the  Society  of  the  New- York  Hosx:)i- 
tal  from  1770  to  1784,  and  also  served  as  Governor  from 
1784  to  1788.  lie  Avas  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Hospital. 

Mr.  Alsoi'  married,  on  the  8th  June,  17G0,  MahtFkogat, 
who  died  on  the  14tli  April,  1772,  at  the  early  age  of  28 
years,  leaving  to  his  care  an  only  child,  Maky,  who  was 
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mam.':!  Man-l,  :;o(h,  17SG,  to  Hon.  Rufus  Kixg,  then  a 
«l.?Ic,i;:if<!  from  Massacliiisetts  to  tlie  ConoTess  sitting  in 
New- York.  >fr.  Alsop  died  on  the  22d  November,  1794, 
lit  Jiri  advanfM'd  a^e. 

'I'll*;  (l.'.sccndanfs  of  John  Alsop  Avere  well  known  in  New- 
York.  TIk'V  wi'iv  tho  Hon.  John- Alsop  Kixg,  formerly 
(iovrni'.r  of  tljf  State  of  New-lTork ;  the  Hon.  Ciiap.les 
KiN<;,  ]Aj.  1).,  President  of  Cohinibia  College;  the  Hon. 
.Iami.s  (i.»i:i;  Kim;,  of  tlie  great  banking  house  of  Prime, 
W/MM)  iV  Ki\<;,  wlio  represented  New-Jersey  in  the  31st 
( 'ongress  ;  and  wiio  was  also  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
( 'otnriiere.'  from  1845  to  1S47,  and  from  1848  to  1849. 

'I'lie  iiatue  of  Af.sop,  extinct  in  the  line  of  Joux,  is  sus- 
tainnl  Ity  deseeiidants  of  liis  brother,  Richard,  His 
^ran<ls(tn,  I{i<ii\i:i),  was  a  distinguished  merchant  of 
IMiiladi'Ipliia,  and  the  founder  of  the  great  house  of  Alsop 
\'  C/o.,  which,  with  its  connections  on  the  west  coast  of 
\ni"riei,  carried  tlie  name  of  Alsop  to  the  four  corners 
•  d'  file  earth,  and  made  it  a  familiar  sound  on  the  com- 
iiierci:il  marts  (.f  the  eastern  and  western  hemispheres. 


JOHN    MURRAY. 

John  Mi  i:.:\v  was  of  Scotch  pni'entage,  born  in  the 
t..wn  of  Swataea,  Pennsylvania,  in  1737.  Early  in  life 
he  came  to  New-York  City  and  entered  the  counting- 
house,  or  store,  as  the  merchants  of  that  day  modestly 
designated  their  places  of  business,  of  an  older  brother, 
Kom-.irr,  with  whom  he  was  at  a  Liter  period  associated  in 
partn(U-ship,  under  the  name  of  Robert  &  Joiix  Murray. 
The  house  was  later  continued  under  the  styles  of  John 
Ml  KRAV,   John-  Mirray  &  Sox  and  Johx  Murray  cV 

^'lle'was  a  man  of  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manners,  and 
plain,  simple  habits,  particularly  averse  to  display  ot  any 
kind  :  as  a  citizen,  among  the  foremost  in  the  support  ot 
all  the  religious  and  philanthropic  institutions  of  the  day  , 
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in  ]iis  religious  belief  a  Presbyterian,  and  for  many  years 
an  elder  in  Dr.  R'iugkks'  church. 

As  a  business  man  he  was  comprehensive  in  his  views, 
of  strict  integrity  and  successful. 

He  took  no  prominent  jiart  in  public  affairs,  and  is  not 
known  ever  to  have  held  any  office.  In  his  political 
opinions  he  was  a  Federalist,  and  among  his  most  intimate 
friends  were  Rufus  King  and  Alexander  Hamilton. 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Murray  was  much 
engaged  in  acting  as  referee  and  arbitrator  in  cases  of  mer- 
cantile differences,  and  an  api)eal  was  rarely  taken  from 
his  decisions. 

Mr.  MiRRAY  was  admitted  to  the  Chamber  on  the  3d  of 
August,  1779.  In  1788  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of 
the  Institution,  and  in  1798  advanced  to  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, which  he  hekl  continually  until  ISOG. 

Mr.  Murray  died  at  his  country  seat  on  New- York 
Island,  then  three  miles  from  the  City,  now  that  part  of  it 
known  as  "  Murray  Hill,"  on  the  17th  of  October,  1808, 
aged  71. 


ROBERT  LENOX. 

The  mercantile  career  of  Rorert  Lexox  is  best  summed 
up  in  the  words  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  at  his  death,  which  occurred  on  December 
13th,  1S39,  at  the  ripe  age  of  80  years.  In  that  tribute 
lie  was  declared  to  be  "an  eminent  merchant  who,  for 
a  period  beyond  the  ordinary  course  of  human  life,  had 
been  distinguished  for  great  jjrudence,  a  clear  and  sound 
judgment,  and  unblemished  reputation."  Mr.  Lenox 
was  boin  in  the  town  of  Kirkcudbright,  Scotland,  in  De- 
cember, 17r)9,  ))ut  came  to  tliis  country  when  very  youn"-. 
After  attending  school  for  a  brief  peiiod  at  Burlington, 
Kew-Jersey,  lie  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  an 
uncle,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.     After  his  marriage,   in  1783,   he  re- 
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visited  the  scenes  of  his  birth  and  childhood,  and  in  1784 
returned    to   New- York,   where  he   at    once    commenced 
bnsinf.'.ss  in  a  moderate  way,  conducting  it  with  that  skill 
and    i)nidence  wliich   characterized  him  throughout  life. 
J)r.  Chakles  King,  historian  of  the  Chamber,  says  of  him, 
''  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  extensive,  as  well  as  suc- 
cessful   nir'irhants   in  the  United  States,   and  such  was 
his  j)rndenr(;  and  sagacity  that  it  is  believed  there  was  not 
ji  year  dm-ing  the  whole  period  of  his  actual  mercantile 
life    in    wliich   lie   did   not  lind  his   property  greater  at 
the  close  than  it  had  been  at  the  commencement,"     This 
cstinialc   of    Mr.    Lenox's  character  and    ability  is   iiii- 
(l.)ubl('dly  a  just  one,  and,  in  view  of  the  danger  at  that 
Mnic  to  .Xiuf'rican  commerce,  occasioned  by  the  depreda- 
tions of  maritime  belligerents,  Mr.  Lexox  seems  to  have 
escajHMl  tiiose   reverses  which  befell  other  merchants  of 
(hat  day.     lie  became  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce on  March  7th,  178(3,  and  was  rarely  ab.sent  from  his 
seat  at  th<'  regular  meetings.     The  records  show  that  he 
was  on*'  of  the  most  active  members  after  the  revival  of 
lh(«  Chand)er  in   1817,  and  his  name  is  found  on  several 
Committees,  charged  with  the  consideration  of  important 
(|uestlons.     It  is  peculiarly  interesting  to  record  the  fact, 
that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Avas  then  interesting  itself 
in    the   promulgation   of  the  principles  of  free  trade.    A 
protective  tariif  was  considered  by  many  of  the  members  as 
a  -  delusion  and  a  snare."     Mr.  Lenox  seems  to  have  been 
impressed  with  free  trade  doctrines,  for  he  appears  as  one 
of  the  delegates  of   the  Chamber  to  the  flebrated  to 
trade  convention  held  at  Philadelphia  m  the  fal  ot    S.J, 
of  which  William  Bayakd,  then  President  ot  the  Cham- 
ber  was  President.     In  January,   1824,  Mr.  Lenox  was 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 

o  .anized  to  oppose  the  increase  of  tl^^^^'f '"  "InT. 
threatened.     The  interest  shown  by  Mr.  Lenox  mm 
alTecting  the  mercantile  prosperity  of  ^^"^-^^'^r^^"^^^ 
the  members  of  the  Chamber,  iV'^^^'ntf  1    of    A 
President,  which   ollice  he  lilled  unti    ^^J^f^^, 
when,  upon   President   Bayakd's   death,   he  ^Aas 
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moiisly  eloctecl  to  fill  the  vacancy.  He  continued  to  liold 
the  office  oi'  President  until  he  died,  in  1839.  In  this  brief 
sketch  it  is  impossible  to  enumerate  all  the  important 
questions  of  public  interest  whicli  the  Chamber  discussed, 
and  took  action  upon,  during  Mr.  Lenox's  official  term.  It 
earnestly  sought  to  influence  Congressional  action  in  favor  of 
free  trade,  and  Mr.  LEXOX^vas,  undoubtedly,  an  uncompro- 
mising free- trader  in  its  widest  sense,  and  lost  no  opportunity 
of  impressing  his  views  upon  his  colleagues.  By  virtue  of 
his  olPice  as  President  of  the  Chamber,  Mr.  Lenox  was 
a  trustee  of  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor  and  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  and  helped  carry  out  many  practical  reforms  in 
that  noble  institution.  Permission  was  given  to  change 
the  site  of  the  hospital,  the  Staten  Island  property  being 
purchased  for  that  purpose  ;  part  of  the  building  was 
erected,  and  the  humane  work  of  caring  for  old  sailors 
began  ;  and,  in  fact,  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor  commenced 
to  assume  proportions  Avhich,  since  then,  have  become  con- 
solidated into  one  of  the  most  benelicent  organizations  of 
the  world — a  noble  monument  to  its  founder,  Capt.  Robert 
RiciiAKD  Rakdall. 


ISAAC    CAROW. 

Isaac  Caiiow  l)elonged  to  an  old  Huguenot  family  that 
settled  in  New- York  about  10.^5.  He  w^as  born  at  St.  Croix, 
in  the  AVest  Indies,  March  29th,  1778,  his  father,  Isaac 
Cahow,  1)eing  a  merchant  in  the  AVest  Indian  trade.  His 
mother's  name  Avas  Axx  Cootek.  Isaac  Cauow,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketcli,  moved  to  New- York  in  1793,  and  mar- 
ried Eliza  Mowatt,  his  cousin,  June  3()th,  1803,  by  whom 
Ix'  had  eight  childi'en.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  j)u])lic 
affairs,  and  devoted  considerable  time  and  money  to  chari- 
tal)lr  pui'i)os(\s.  He  was  AVarden  of  St.  Mark's  Episcojial 
CluiicJi,  a  (iovernor  of  New-Yoik  IIosi)ital,  a  prominent 
nn'nil)er  of  tln^  Bibh^  Society  and  a  warm  pi'omoter  of  the 
Society  Library.     He  visited  Europe  in  1815,  and  again  in 
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'i^lll.     I)min*i:  tlio  latter  visit  lie  was  the  guest  of  Laeay- 
KT'iK,  in  Kianre. 

His  u[)ri^Iit  cliaracter  and  standing  as  a  merchant  led 
tln!   iiKMnlxTs  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  elect  him 
tln'ir  pi'csidin;^  oflicer,   and  Mr.  Cahow  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity from   1H4(»  to  1842.     Dr.  Charles  Kixg,  the  histo- 
rian of  tii(!  Ch:iml)ei-,  says  :  "  Of  Mr.  CAEOW,whohas  since 
l>ai(l  the  (h.'ht  of  nature,  we  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining 
any  <l»'iails  that  might  aid  our  own  recollection  of  him  as  an 
ohi  a('(iiiaintance— a  fellow  passenger  under  trying  circnm- 
stanci's  on  a  voyage  to  Europe  towards  the  close  of  the  war 
of  Ksi  ->— and  as  a  man  of  mark  upon  'Change,  though  of  the 
^^reatcst  modesty  and   simplicity,    Mr.    Caeow  was  of  a 
v.'i-y  retiring  disposition  and  habits— yet  of  very  clear  per- 
ceptions   and    decided   convictions— amiable  and  gentle, 
tiiough  wiili  a  short,  (piick  manner  occasionally,  that  might 
be  talven   for  imi.atience,  but  for  the  kind  smile  which  so 
usually    accompanied   it.     He  was  diligent,  cautious  and 
exact  'in   business,  and  therefore   successful,   and  at^his 
death  left  behiml  him  no  enemies  and  a  spotless  name." 

y\v  CvKow  died  in  this  City  September  3d,  ISjO.  The 
11,  Ml  ..f  which  he  was  the  head,  and  the  one  succeedmg  it 
bearing  lln^  Cakow  name,  are  now  extinct. 


JAMES  GORE  KING. 

Jam  is  r.ouv.  Kin.  was  the  third  son  of  Rufes  Kix.>nM 
M  XKV  AEsoE,  his  wife.     He  was  born  in  the  City  ot  ^e  w 
Yo  C  oti  th;  8th  of  May,   1791,  at  the  -idenc^o 
gra.ulfather,  John  Alsop,  No.  38  Smith-street,  afteiua.ds 
known  as  02  William-street.  . 

He  entered  Harvard  University,  Cambudge,  Mass., 
180.  and  graduated  f,.in  it  jvdU^^^^ 

u  the  summer  of  1814,  wnen  d  vc  j       ,-,  <,Miioned 

wasc:.Uoa  cnU  by  the  General  Gove^men   a  ult  Monad 

i„    ,„is    City,   J.^M.^<  G^'^,^,^'™,  ™a»atTE'KN-.:u 
Assistant  Acljutant-Ueneral  by  Jlajoi-tT.aeiai 
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Stevexs,  who  commanded  in  chief  the  whole  militia  con- 
tingent, in  snbordination  to  the  general  officer  of  the  United 
States  Army,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  command  of  the 
military  district,  and  especially  the  defence  of  the  City  of 
New-York.  The  troops  were  disbanded  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  winter  of  J 81 4-15,  and  with  the  peace  which 
was  concluded  at  Ghent  in  December,  1814,  closed  his 
military  service. 

In  the  year  1815  he  established,  under  the  firm  of  James 
G.  KiXG  &  Co.,  a  commission  house  in  this  City.  In  the 
year  1818,  however,  upon  the  recommendation  of  his 
fatlier-in-law,  Mr.  Gijacie,  he  broke  up  his  business  in 
this  City,  and  went  to  Liverpool,  and  there,  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Aiiciiibald  Geacie,  established  the  house 
of  King  &  Geacie. 

During  a  residence  of  nearly  six  years  in  this  chief  of 
English  seaports,  with  a  large  business,  and  encountering 
lieavy  resiDonsibilities,  Mr.   King  so  skillfully  steered  his 
bark,  that  in  despite  of  the  wide-spread  calamities  which, 
both  in  England  and  America,  marked  the  years  1822,  1823 
and  1824,  he  maintained  his  own  high  character,  fulfilled 
all  the  responsibilities  of  his  house,  and  on  leaving  Eng- 
land,'in  1824,  in  compliance  with  advantageous  arrange- 
ments made  for  his  future  residence  in  New-York,  left  be- 
hind him  an  enviable  name  and  reputation  for  urbanity, 
intelligence,    jiromptness   and  integrity.     He  made   many 
fast  and  valuable  friends  while  abroad,  and  retained  their 
good  will  and  confidence  unabated  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
While  in  Liverpool  lie  was  brought  into  relations  of 
business  and  much  personal  intimacy  with  the  late  Joiix 
Ja('0«  AsTdi;,  who  was  on  a  brief  visit  to  Europe;  and 
such  was  the  impression  made  upon  that  sagacious  observer 
and   almost  unerring  judge  of  character,  by  the  business 
tact  and  promi)tiiess  of  Mr.  Kixg,  and  liis  general  charac- 
ter, that,  iipMii  his  return  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Astoe 
invited  liim  to  come  to  New-York,  and  take  the  chief  di- 
rection of  (he  Amei'ican  Fur  Company,  with  a  very  liberal 
salaiy.     This  oU'or  Mr.  K[N(;  declined,  but  Mr.  Astoe  con- 
tinued his  fast  friend  always,  and  had  another  occasion  of 
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proviri'^'  his  friendship  about  the  close  of  1823.  Consulted  by 
Mr.  PiMMK,  thenat  the  head  of  the  house  of  Ppj.ve,  Ward, 
Sa.n'ds  &  (Jo.,  as  to  liis  knowledg-e  of  some  fitting  person 
upon  wliom  Mr.  Piu.he  might  safely  devolve  a  portion  of 
the  busiiK'ss  of  liif;  liouse,  Mr.  Astok  at  once  suggested  the 
name  of  James  G.  Ki.vg,  and  accompanied  it  with  such 
eulogi«iS  as  to  determine  Mr.  Pr[:he,  who  it  seems,  from 
Home  biisinoss  intercourse  between  their  houses,  had  him- 
self thought  of  Mr.  Kixo,  to  invite  him  to  become  a  partner 
ill  his  house. 

This  ]iroposal  Mr.  KiXG  accepted,  and  came  back  to 
New- York,  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1821,  became  a  partner 
of  tht;  house  of  Pkimi:,  Ward,  Saxds,  Kixg  &  Co.,  which 
tlit'ii  consisted  of  Nathaniel  Prime,  Sa:muel  Ward, 
,I(>sEi'ii  Sands,  James  Gore  King  and  Robert  Ray. 

Ill  1S2'»  the  death  of  Mr,  Sands  caused  a  dissolution  of 
the  lii'in,  which  was  reconstituted  under  the  name  of  Prime, 
\V  A  Rit,  K I  \(;  iV  Co.,  consisting  of  all  the  surviving  partners 
of  the  lirtii,  witii  the  addition  of  Edward  Prime,  eldest  son 
of  (lie  senior  i»artner. 

hi  I  s:U  he  became  warmly  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
great  undertaking  -the  New- York  and  Erie  Railroad— 
then  all  but  hopeless,  so  great  was  the  indifference  of  the 
public  to  its  claims,  and  so  general  the  distrust  of  its 
feasibility. 

After  considering  the  subject  well,  and  satisfying  him- 
self both  of  the  practicability  and  the  advantages  of  such  a 
road,  in  KSJ.")  he  consented  to  accept  the  Presidency  of  the 
(jonipany— declining,  however,  to  receive  any  salary.  A 
new  subscription  was  started,  with  gratifying  success.  Mr. 
Kixi;,  in  the  summer  of  that  year,  visited  and  inspected  the 


under  contract,  and  in  the  following  year,  looj,  lug  ^..^.o- 
lature  of  the  State,  moved  thereto  in  no  slight  degree  by 
the  hi-h  character  of  Mr.  King,  under  whose  management 
it  was  felt  that  whatever  aid  might  be  appropriated  by  the 
State  would  be  faithfully  applied,  granted  to  the  Company 
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tlie  credit  of  the  State  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  of 
dollars. 

In  1887  failures  of  largely  extended  houses,  commencing 
at  New-Orleans,  spread  throughout  the  land.  New- York 
had  its  full  proportion.  In  London,  too,  several  houses, 
chiefly  connected  with  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
were  brought  to  a  stand.  The  Bank  of  England  set  its 
face  against  a  farther  extension  of  credit,  and  this  policy 
re-acted  with  great  intensity  in  New- York. 

The  seasons,  too,  liad  been  unfavorable  to  agriculture, 
and,  for  the  lirst  time  in  our  history  as  a  nation,  even 
wheat  was  imported  fromabroadfor  our  own  consumption. 
Nearly  a  million  and  a  half  bushels  of  wheat  were  brought 
from  Europe  into  New- York  in  the  course  of  the  spring  of 
1837.  In  that  year  the  banks  of  the  City  of  New- York,  after 
along  and  honest  struggle,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  was  unavoidable,  and,  indeed, 
indispensable,  in  order  to  avert  the  necessity  of  further 
sacrilice  of  property  by  the  struggling  merchants  in  the 
effort  to  meet  their  engagements. 

Accordingly,  after  deliberate  consultation  among  the 
officers  and  directors  of  the  banks,  on  Wednesda}^,  10th  of 
May,  the  following  notice  was  issued  : 

"  KOTICE  TO  THE  PUBLIC  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  BANKS. 

"  At  a  meeting  last  evening  of  all  the  banks  in  this  City, 
"  except  three,  it  was 

"  Jiesolved,  That  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  ex- 
"  pedient  and  necessary  to  suspend  payments  in  specie. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  Avill  be 
"  received  at  the  different  banks  as  usual  in  payment  of 
"debts  and  on  deposit;  and  as  the  indebtedness  of  the 
"  community  to  the  banks  exceeds  three  times  the  amount 
"  of  their  liabilities  to  the  public,  it  is  hoped  and  expected 
"  tliat  the  notes  of  the  different  banks  will  pass  current  as 

usual,  and  that  (he  state  of  the  times  will  soon  be  such  as 

to  render  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  practicable." 
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TIm'  Tncrcliaiits  and  traders  of  tlie  City  met  the  same  day 
at  tin*  Kxclian^'f*,  in  pursuance  of  a  call  numerously 
Hi;(n«-d  l)y  leading'  men  of  all  parties  and  pursuits ;  James 
(f.  Kin*.  jM-csented  liimself,  and  after  reading  the  call, 
(•iif<»ic('(l  its  objects  Avith  ^reat  power  and  effect.  He  con- 
(•Iiuh'd  l»y  moving  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
sccoiidffi  liy  N A'l  II ANFKL  PiiTME,  and  adopted: 

*'  lirsnJr((1,"'  (after  reciting  the  "resolution  of  the  banks 
just  ^ivcii,)  "'I'liat  relying  upon  the  above  statement,  we 
iiiive  lull  (•(»!ifid<'nre  in  the  ultimate  ability  of  the  banks  of 
tliis  Ciiy  In  rrdecm  all  their  bills  and  notes,  and  that  we 
will,  Hursf'lves,  continue  to  receive,  and  we  recommend  all 
oiir  rrllnw-cilizeiis  to  receive  them  as  heretofore. 

"  TliMl  ill  au  ciuergency  like  the  present,  it  is  alike  the 
diclair  of  jiatriotiMu  and  self-interest  to  abstain  from  all 
iiica'  invs  t«>ii(liiig  to  aggravate  existing  evils,  and  by  mu- 
lual  n.rbraraiicr  and  mutual  aid  to  mitigate  as  far  as  prac- 
tical.I.'  tli«'  rxisling  dilliculties,  and  thus  most  essentially 
to  assist  ill  tlic  ivsloration  of  specie  payments." 

Tlirsr  ivsclulions  were  put  separately,  and  each  was 
unaniiiK.usly  adopted.  The  sanction  thus  given  by  all  the 
Icadiiu;  MM'ii'  of  business  produced  an  instantaneous  effect ; 
a  s,-ns'r  «.f  n'li.'f  was  felt,  as  if  a  heavy  pressure  were  re- 
moved, tstocks  and  other  securities  rose  in  price,  and 
business  became  more  active. 

li  isa  coincidence  which  at  the  time  was  gratifying  to 
Mr  Kin.;,  and  in  the  retrospect  is  now  not  less  gratifying 
to  his  faniilv,  that  on  occasion  of  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments bv  tlie  banks  in  181'2-13,  during  the  war  with  Lng- 
laud,  Krirs  King  was  called  from  his  retirement  on 
Lono-  Island  to  urge  the  same  views  as  those  presented  by 
liis  sou  iu  1S:{7,  and  thatin  each  case  the  speaker  carried  Ins 
hearers  and  the  country  with  him. 

Throuuhout  the  summer  of  1837,  Mr.  King,  with  othe  s 
of  like  views,  was  earnest  in  preparing  measures  lor  the 
speediest  possible  return  to  specie  payments. 

W  hen  ill  London,  whither  he  went  in  October  oi  that  j  cai , 
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lie  undertook  to  show  to  the  leading  capitalists  and  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  that  in  their  own  interest,  if  from  no 
other  view,  they  should  aid  the  Americans  struggling  to 
extricate  themselves  from  embarrassments  and  to  return 
to  specie  payments. 

In  conformity  with  these  opinions  of  Mr.  Kin-g,  the 
Bank  of  England  resolved  to  confide  to  his  house  the  con- 
signment of  one  million  i^ounds  sterling  in  gold,  upon  the 
responsibility  of  his  house  and  the  guaranty  of  Baring, 
Broth KRs  &  Co. 

The  lirst  shipment  of  eighty  thousand  sovereigns  was  made 
by  the  bank  the  next  day,  per  packet  ship  "Gladiator," 
and  Mr.  Kixg  himself  soon  followed,  w^ith  a  much  larger 
sum.  The  solicitude  of  Mr.  King  to  hasten  resumption  by 
the  banks  of  New- York  and  throughout  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  already  dwelt  upon,  lay  at  the  bottom  of 
this  great  operation,  and  he  was  naturally  and  reasonably 
elated  at  his  success. 

The  anticipation  of  Mr.  King,  that  with  the  aid  this 
opportunity  fortunately  brought  to  them,  the  banks  of 
New- York  would  resume  and  maintain  specie  payment, 
was  abundantly  realized. 

As  the  coin  from  the  Bank  of  England  arrived,  it  was 
disposed  of  on  easy  terms  to  the  banks  here  and  in  Boston— 
a  large  sum  offered  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
Pennsylvania  was  at  lirst  declined,  but  afterwards  availed 
of— and  thus  the  City  of  New- York,  which  had  seen  itself 
compelled  to  lead  the  way  in  suspension,  had  the  great 
honor  and  satisfaction  to  lead  the  way  itself  in  resumption, 
and  to  smooth  the  way  for  others. 

The  signal  conlidence  reposed  by  the  Bank  of  England 
in  the  house  of  Prime,  Ward  &  King,  in  this  important 
transaction,  was  fully  justified  by  the  event,  as  were  the 
sagacious  provisions  of  Mr.  KiX(;,  as  to  the  good  results  to 
be  effected  by  such  a  use  of  the  bank's  treasure. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  add,  that  a  concern  of  so 
large  import,  entered  into  not  without  high  motives  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  conducted  Avith  equal 
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Skill  Mrul  lirldiry  by  the  New- York  house,  was  wound  un 
-"'"•"  l<-s  a.Hl  with  great  promptness.  "^ 

^"  "7'""'".">'^'nheyearl839SAMrKLWAEDclied   hut 
'    ;•  P^nln.rs  up,  ...wording  to  its  tenor,  was  continued   t^ 

;'.':,:'"  ':    ^^^'VV^w^>   and  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Kixc 
J)K.NM.N..  J)rK,:,  h.-.vingbeen  admitted  as  partners  in  the 
pn-vioiis  riiotith  (.!'  iAJ.-iy. 

»'•  I^H,  A.<h;a, .kKi.vg,  son  of  James  G.Kix(;,  became 
.'•  p:nliier.  and  the  liouse  then  consisted  of  J\mesG  Kixc 
';'"^va.:m  I'm,,,:,  Sam.  kl  Wap.d,  Dexxixg  Duer  and  A 
<.i;  Aril.  KiN^j.     A  diversity  of  views  as  to  the  proper  scope 
•'"'I  l>.i.siM...s.s  of  iho  house  led,  in  1847,  to  its  dissolution. 
.lAMi.s  (;.    K,x(;,  ^villl  iiis  son-in-law  and  son,  continuin^r 
l»iisni.'s.s  iiridrr  ili.'  firm  name  of  James  G.  Kixg  &  Sox.s^ 
in  whi.-h  firm  his  eldest  son,  Judge  James  Gt.  Kixg,  sub- 
WMpn'iitly  b.'cainc  a  partner. 

Mr.  King  was  ch-cted  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
CoMiiii.-irr  April  15,  1S17.  In  1841  he  was  chosen  first  Vice- 
l*i'('.sid«'n(.  and  annually  re-chosen  for  four  years,  when,  in 
ISl."),  Ii(»  brcanie  President,  and  served  in  that  station  three 
vcars. 

lb'  ionk  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  at 
NVashingb.n,  as  a  member  of  the  31st  Congress,  onMonday, 

Drcriubrr   nil,   ISi:). 

On  a  bill   for  (he  collection  of  the  revenue,  his  efficiency 
Mild   his  practical  ability  were  specially  manifested.     The 
Iloiisc  had  lalkt'd  over  and  cavilled  at  and  delayed  a  joint 
rtvsoluiioii   fi-()in  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  recpiisite  ex- 
penditure for  defraying  the  cost  of  collecting  duties  at  the 
Custom  House.     The  matter  was  urgent,  for  there  was  no 
appropriation,  and  no  money, therefore,  available  for  such 
uses.     In  consequence,  the  business  of  the  Custom  House 
was  seriously  embarrassed ;  every  other  desk  almost  was 
vacant,  for  lack  of  means  to  pay  for  services,  and  ships 
arriving  with  full  cargoes  were  unable  to  discharge,  because 
there  were  not  officers  to  attend.     Mr.  Kixg,  feeling  the 
gr;>at  wrong  and  the  great  suffering  arising  from  delay, 
applied  himself   strenuously  to  the  subject,  digested  the 
various   amounts  needed  under  specific  heads,   so  as  to 
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meet  objections  on  that  score,  and  then  moved  an  amend- 
m.ent  to  the  resolntion  from  the  Senate,  in  which,  after 
appropriating  the  respective  sums  needed  for  the  half 
year,  he  emploj^ed  this  phraseology:  "and  in  that  pro- 
"  portion  for  any  shorter  or  longer  time,  until  Congress 
"  shall  actupon  the  suhJedP  The  passage  here  marked 
in  italics  fixes  permanently,  and  without  any  fresh  appro- 
priation, the  expenditure  for  the  collection  of  revenues 
until  Congress  shall  otherwise  order— a  very  important 
point,  since  it  obviates  the  recurrence  of  any  like  embar- 
i-assment  to  that  the  resolution  was  designed  to  cure.  This 
resolution  was  finally  adopted  by  a  considerable  majority, 
and  became  and  it  is  now  tlie  law  of  the  land. 

His  death  was  very  sudden,  and  in  this  particular  not 
unanticipated  by  him. 

On  Mondaj^  the  3d  of  October,  1853,  he  had  been  as  well 
as  usual,  and  retired  at  his  accustomed  hour.  He  was  sud- 
denly attacked,  and  before  the  physician  could  reach  the 
liouse,  or  the  family  even  be  assembled,  with  perfect  con- 
sciousness and  perfect  resignation,  without  a  struggle  and 
almost  without  a  sigh,  he  breathed  out  his  life  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  from  the  first  attack  of  the  paroxysm. 

James  G.  King  was  simple  in  his  tastes  and  habits,  un- 
ostentatious, self-denying,  considerate  of  others,  actively 
benevolent,  exact  yet  liberal  in  business,  cheerful  and  in- 
structive as  a  companion,  sought  after  and  prized  in  society, 
but  loving  home  with  a  fondness  which  years  rather  added 
to  than  weakened. 


MOSES  H.  GRINNELL. 

The  name  of  Mores  H.  Guinnell  will  long  be  remem- 
beied  by  the  maritime  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
United  States,  whether  as  merchant,  Collector  of  the  Port 
of  New- York,  bank  President,  legislator  or  citizen.  Mr. 
Gkinnicll's  character  was  beyond  reproach,  and  his  busi- 
ness career  of  half  a  century  shows  a  beautifully  rounded 
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lif<'~ri  iir.l)l('  type  of  true  inanliood.  He  Avas  one  of  that 
rlass  wlio  l)('liev«'(l  in  lionesty,  not  simply  because  it  Mas 
tin;  Jx'St  policy,  but  because  it  Avas  right  to  be  honest,  lie 
Avas  one  of  New-Enolancl's  best  sons.  Born  at  New- 
IJcdford,  on  Mairh  3(1,  1803,  his  childhood  Avas  spent 
anion;^^  scafarin.i,^  men,  and  at  an  early  age  he  evinced  a 
sfi-r)!!;;  (l«.sl)-o  to  brave  tlie  tempest,  and  obtain  a.  share  in 
what  was  tlion  a  prctJitable  maritime  business. 

I'cfor*!   he    Avas   twenty  years-  old.  he  went  from  New- 

l^'dford  as  siipcirargo  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  sold  the  goods 

there  at  ;i  jtiolit,  then  obtained  a  cargo  of  coffee  and  sailed 

to  Trieste,  at  Avjiieh  i)lace  he  sold  the  coffee.     Here  he  left 

his  .'^liip,  and,  alter  making  a  commercial  tour  through 

Kngland,  icturned  to  this  country.    His  perceptiA'e  faculties 

were  ever   ou   the  alert,  and.  as  he  had  an  abiding  faith 

in  the  niagnilicent  future  of  America,  he  set  about  using 

his    talents  to  open  up  and  develop  business  intercourse 

Avlili  foreign  lands.    Naturally,  his  face  Avas  turned  toAvards 

New- York,  where  there  Avas  a  Avider  scope  for  his  abilities 

and  usefulness.     Here  lie  soon  became  knoAvn  for  his  keen 

sagacity,  boundless  energy  and  unsAverving  integrity.     He 

Avas   regarded  everyAvhere  as  a  vigilant,  enterprising  and 

honorable  merchant,  and  Avhen  he  became  a  partner  in  a 

leading  sliipping  lirm,  subsequently  famous  as  the  house 

of  (;i;inm:i.l,  Minitkx  &  Co.,  he  and  his  partner  soon 

UKuh'  (he  linn  knc.wn  all  over  the  Avorld.     Its  name  Avas  a 

synonym   f(.r  linancial  strength.     It  had  two  great  lines 

of  pa('kets  running  from  Kew-York;  one  to  London  and 

t  ho  other  to  Liverpool.     Almost  every  port  in  the  civilized 

glob,>  knew  the  firm's  vessels,  all  of  Avhich  were  of   the 

hnest  construction.     An  authority  states  that  the  house  of 

(iuiNNKLL,  :Mintikx   &  Co.  built  more  ships   than  any 

oth(>r  Anun-icau  lirm  during  the  period  Avhen  our  marifiiiie 

interests  llourished.     Mr.  CtUIXXELL  Avas  always  active  in 

liis  elTcu-ts  to  obtain  adequate  internal  improvements,  to  the 

end  that  our  lakes  and  rivers  could  be  utilized  to  the  nation  s 

b(  uelir.     As  a  citizen  lie  Avas  public  spirited,  and  took  a 

livel  v  interest  in  all  matters  affecting  the  general  ueliaiH  <. 

the  State  and  nation.    On  one  or  two  occasions  he  accepted 
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public  office.  In  1838  he  was  elected  by  the  Whigs  a 
member  of  Congress  from  ]\ew-York  City,  and  it  was 
believed  by  many  that  in  1856  he  might  have  been  elected 
Governor  of  this  State,  but  for  his  refusal  to  accept  the 
nomination.  In  that  year,  however,  he  was  chosen  one  of 
the  Presidential  Electors  at  Large  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
In  1869  President  Geats't  appointed  him  Collector  of  the 
Port  of  New- York,  and  subsequently  Naval  Officer.  Those 
who  remember  Mr.  Ghixxell  in  his  official  capacity  will 
recall  his  courteous  manner  and  the  creditable  way  in 
which  he  administered  his  important  duties.  His  patient, 
painstaking  industry  led  him  to  thoroughly  consider  the 
various  tariff  j)roblems  that  came  before  him,  and  his 
decisions  were  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  fairness  and 
imi:)artiality  that  won  him  the  respect  of  the  merchants. 
In  other  positions  Mr,  Griis^is^ell  was  equally  appreciated. 
He  was  at  one  time  President  of  the  Union  Club,  and  of  the 
New-England  Society.  In  1850  Dajiiel  Webster,  his 
intimate  friend,  made  one  of  his  grandest  speeches  at  the 
Annual  Dinner  of  the  New-England  Society,  at  which  Mr. 
Gri^^]s^ell  presided.  Nor  did  the  multifarious  duties  of  Mr. 
Grixnell  prevent  him  from  taking  an  active  part  in  chari- 
table affairs.  Public  institutions  found  in  him  a  liberal  giver. 
For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Charities 
and  Correction,  and  gave  much  of  his  valuable  time  to 
that  office.  His  purse  Avas  ever  open  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  and  his  reputation  for  sterling  integrity  and  j^rac- 
tical  charity  led  to  his  frequent  selection  as  guardian  and 
trustee  of  funds  and  estates  ;  and  banks,  insurance  com- 
panies and  similar  institutions  elected  him  in  some  cases 
l)resident,  and  in  others,  director. 

Mr,  Grixnell  was  ime  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  its 
members.  He  was  elected  on  February  3d,  1829,  and 
retained  his  membership  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  As 
a  tribute  t(^  his  high  standing  and  his  practical  knowledge 
of  questions  which  the  Chamber  was  so  often  called  upon 
to  consider,  Mr.   GitixxEi.L  was  elected  its   President  in 
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1F47,  servirirrone  year,  and  was  again  chosen  for  tliaf  office 
in  1849,  iT'tirin^Mn  1852. 

'I'liis  heaulifiil  tribute  was  paid  by  its  members  to  liis 
HH-UKH-y  :  "  I  ).'Voia  of  envy  and  hatred,  and  never  a  big-oted 
jKirtisaii,  ]ii'.  respected  the  convictions  of  those  with  whom 
he  frit  constrained  to  differ.  Ilis conscientious  devotion  to 
duty,  truf  li  and  justice,  his  sterling  integrity  and  freedom 
from  .s<'lli.s]nn'ss,  liis  open  and  manly  bearing,  his  tender 
and  (•()Mii»r(']H'nsive  1)enevolence,  his  liberal  and  constant 
siij)l)(>rt  of  tlie  institutions  of  learning  and  religion,  shed  a 
daily  Ix-aiily  over  his  life  and  diffuse  a  delightful  fragrance 
arouud  liis  nieniorj'.  But  though  filling  various  stations 
of  responsibility  and  influence  in  the  course  of  an  unusu- 
ally ]»rotiacted  career,  and  distinguished  in  all  of  them  for 
forrsiglit.  i>rol)ity,  zeal  and  vigor,  Mr.  Geiis^nell  will 
lirol)ably  be  ihe  longest  remembered  by  his  fellow-citizens 
i'oi-  tin-  skill,  niunilicence  and  enthusiasm  with  Avhich  he 
fosl»'re<i  the  growth  in  this  country  of  that  'militia  of  the 
seas'— th«>  mercantile  marine— whereon  a  great  maritime 
nation  must  largely  depend  for  prosperity  in  peace  and 
safety  in  war.'" 

This  useful  life  was  brought  to  a  close  in  this  City  on 
November  L>-1,  1877,  Mr.  Guixxell  being  then  in  his  7ijth 
year. 


ELIAS    HICKS. 

EiiAS  IIicKs,  son  of  Valextixe  and  Abigail  Hicks, 
and  grandson  of  Elias  Hicks,  the  founder  of  the  religious 
tSociety  of  Friends,  which  still  bears  his  name,  was  born  at 
.lericho.  Long  Island,  on  the  12th  of  June,  (sixth  month,) 

^The  early  education  of  Mr.  Hicks  was  acquired  in  the 
country,  where  he  remained  until  his  sixteenth  year,  when 
he  was  sent  to  New-York,  and  entered  the  office  of  he 
celebrated  house  of  Samuel  Hicks,  then  heavdy  interested 
in  shippiui 


ig- 
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From  fliis  lie  passed  into  tlie  lionse  of  liis  fatlier-in-law, 
RoBEKT  Hicks,  and  transacted  a  sliip-cliandlery  business, 
under  the  title  of  Robeut  HrcKS  &  Sons  ;  at  a  later  period 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  AVilliam  T.  Frost,  and 
conducted  a  large  shipping  business  at  68  South-street, 
under  the  firm  of  Frost  &  Hicks.  He  soon  distinguished 
himself  by  the  energy  of  his  character  and  his  strong  mer- 
cantile powers,  and  in  May,  1852,  at  the  early  age  of  32 
years,  was  chosen  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
an  honor  sought  for  and  prized  foi*  nearly  a  centurj^  by 
the  most  honored  merchants  of  this  commercial  city. 

Here,  on  the  threshold  of  wide  commercial  influence,  his 
health  began  to  fail.  His  physical  strength,  for  which  he 
had  been  distinguished  in  early  youth,  rapidly  deserted 
him,  and  he  sank  quickly  under  the  insidious  attacks  of 
consumption.  He  died  on  the  9th  January  (first  month)  of 
the  succeeding  year,  1853,  and  his  remains  were  carried  to 
the  country  home  of  his  ancestors  and  there  buried. 


PELATIAH     PERIT. 

Pelatiaii  Perit  was  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  during  a  period  of  ten  years,  from  1853  to  1SG3, 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  all  the  discussions  of  that 
body,  especially  those  which  related  to  the  financial  policy 
of  the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  recent  war. 

The  characteristics  which  Mr.  Perit  exhibited  thr.)ugh- 
out  his  long  life  illustrate  the  influences  of  heredity.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Perit,  merchant,  and  the  descendant 
of  one  of  the  earliest  ministers  of  the  French  Huguenot 
Church  in  New-York.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Pelatiaii  Webster,  a  graduate  of  Yale.  College  in  the 
year  17-4G,  and  a  merchant  in  Philadelphia  daring  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century.  As  early  as  1770  Mr.  Webster 
printed  an  essay  on  the  Evils  of  an  Inflated  Currency, 
and  from  that  time  on,  during  the  organization  of  the 
independent  government  of  this  country,  his  counsels  were 
frequently  given  to    the  public    upon    commercial    and 
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liuriiici.'il  (|iie.stions.  Wi-nsTEifs  "Political  Essays"  were 
n;j»riiito(l  ill  17;jl,  and  liave  since  been  consulted  by  the 
priiH-ipal  wiir«M-s  upon  tlie  history  of  American  linance. 

1*1,1, A'li.Mi    I'KiMT   was  born  in  Norwich,   Conn.,  June 

•j;{,    I7s:».     At   thi;  a;,^e   <»f  thirteen  years  he  entered  Yale 

('<AU"^i%  wlicn;  h«'  ,ii:raduated  in  1802.     His  elder  brother, 

loii.v  Wkiistki:  Pkimt,  (afterward  a  China  merchant  in 

IMiil.Mh'Iphia,)  preceded  him  in  college  by  a  single  year. 

He  caiiK*  under  Mtrong  religious  iniluences  while  he  Avas  a 

tiidfiil,  and  at  tlie  close  of  liis  course  expected  to  study 

for  the  Christian  uiinistry,  but  the  purpose  was  given  up 

becaiHH    of   the   partial   failure    of    his    health.      In  his 

tiiii««t«M'ntli  y<'ar  lie  became  a  clerk  in  an  importer's  house 

at  I'hiladelphia,  in  the  interests  of  which  he  made  several 

voyagrs    t<»    lli«*    West   Indies  and   South  America.     The 

writi-r  of  this  skelcli  has  heard  him  describe  the  pleasure 

which   hf  had  in   escorting  Ali:xander  yo^  Humboldt 

.iboiif   ilii>  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  explorer's  arrival 

from    M.'xico,    when   lie    came   introduced  to   the  house 

wlu'H"  young  Pi.ui  r  was  engaged. 

hi  isi>;>  \\ti  reiuovtMl  to  New-York,  and  formed,  with  a 
Uinsiiiaii,  til.'  linn  of  Pi  i:ir  ct  Lathuop,  but  the  partnership 
did  not  last  long,  and  Mr.  Pkuit  entered  the  house  of 
(fooDiii  r.  tt  Co.,  with  which  he  remained  connected  until 
his  ivtiivmcnt  from  business.  The  reputation  of  this  lirm 
is  wfll  known.  TIk'V  were  engaged  in  shipping  and 
conimeivial  transaclioiis  with  merchants  in  widely  distant 
(•omitri(>s,  nn.l  were  the  conlidential  correspondents  of 
Messrs  P.vKiNG  BuoTiiEUS  &  Co.,  of  London,  Messrs. 
WiM.MM  Ko!-i:s  &  Co,  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  many 
other  houses  of  distinction.  The  name  of  Mr.  Pekit 
never  appeared  in  the  title  of  the  firm,  but  his  con- 
nection with  it  was  well  known,  and  the  part  which  he 
had  in  conducting  its  wide  correspondence  kept  him 
interested  in  the  commercial  progress  of  every  country, 
and  led  to  the  maintenance  of  a  wide  personal  accpiaintance 
in  dilTerent  parts  of  the  globe.  His  business  ^^^^!^^^^ 
another  element  of  his  character-interes  ^^\^'^1^S^^"  ;  ^^^ 
philanthropic  enterprises,  and  particularly  m  eveiythin^ 
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wliicli  pertained  to  the  nclvancenient  of  Christian  missions 
and  the  Avelfare  of  seamen.  A  mere  enumeration  of  the 
unpaid  positions  to  which  he  was  called,  and  to  which  he 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  time,  Avould  show  how  varied  and 
how  consistent  were  his  labors  for  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
men.  At  different  times  he  was  President  of  the  American 
Seamen's  Friend  Society,  a  trustee  of  the  Sailors'  Snug 
Harbor,  and  President  of  the  Seamen's  Bank  for  Savings. 
He  was  a  director,  likewise,  of  many  of  the  missionary  and 
benevolent  societies  to  which  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  church  of  his  life-long  preference,  gave  its  support. 
For  forty  years  he  was  an  officer  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  either  as  Manager  or  Vice-President. 

He  held  but  one  political  office.  In  1857,  when  the  peace 
of  the  City  was  seriously  endangered  by  a  contest  between 
the  ''  Municipal  "  and  the  "  Metropolitan"  police,  he  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners, 
Avhere  his  fairness  and  good  sense  were  serviceable  in  the 
restoration  of  order.  After  this  end  was  secured  he  gave 
up  the  office. 

In  all  the  manifestations  of  his  character,  social,  mer- 
cantile, religious  and  political,  he  was  conservative.     He 
was  never  led  away  by  radical  enthusiasm.     Dr.  Leoxaud 
Bacon,   (whose  commemorative   discourse   is    j^rintpd   i'l 
IhinV s  Mercltaiiis'  Magazine,  for  April,  1804,)  truly  said 
of  liiiu,  that  "  rash  and  one-sided  schemes  of  reformation 
were  ever   offensive  to   his   judgment.     Perhaps   he   was 
more  charmed  with  the  idea  of  defending  and  of  perpetu- 
ating and  perfecting  the  good  whicli  has  descended  to  us 
from  foi'egoing  ages,   than  with  the  idea   of  finding  out 
what  there  is  in  existing  institutions  that  needs  to  be  re- 
formed.    Yet  his  sagacity,  his  good  sense,  his  intelligent 
patriotism  and  his  love  of  justice,  guarded  him  against  the 
error  of  those  self-styled  conservative  men,  who  sacrifice 
tlie  reiility  to  the  name,  and  become  destructives  for  the 
sake  of  a  false  and  foolish  consistency.     Not  long  before 
the  last  Presidential  election  there  was  a  time  when  the 
immediate  danger  to  the  country  seemed  to  be  that  the 
votes  in  the  Electoral  College  might  be  so  divided  among 
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four  cMiididates  as  to  tlirow  tlie  election  into  the  House  of 
ll.-prrscritalives,  which  woukl  prolong  the  agitation  from 
NovemlM-r  to  February,  and  would  give  to  desperate  men  an 
oi)portMnily  for  desperate  measures.  Mr.  Peiut  had  never 
be«Mi  an  active  politician.  But  deeply  impressed  with  what 
seemed  to  be  the  most  imminent  peril  of  the  countrj^  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  commit  himself  publicly  and  unequivocally 
<»ii  the  (|n«'stion  of  the  hour,  and  as  a  conservative  man 
to  urge  on  conservative  men  the  duty  of  terminating  the 
agitation  l»y  giving  their  votes  and  their  influence  for  the 
only  candidat*^  in  whose  behalf  there  was  a  possibility  of 
obtaining  :i  majority  in  the  Electoral  Colleges.  So  after- 
wards, wlicn  the  long-meditated  treason  had  become  overt 
rebellion,  and  when  the  question  was  whether  the  national 
(Jovpi-nnieiit,  without  any  considerable  military  force,  with 
its  Navy  carefully  disposed  in  the  remotest  seas,  with  its 
Treasuiy  purposely  empty,  and  its  credit  at  a  discount, 
could  make  any  resistance,  he  was  among  the  leaders  in 
that  movement  of  merchants  and  capitalists  Avhich  brought 
foith  iuilli<»n.s  (.f  treasure  to  restore  and  coniirm  the  credit 
of  the  ('(Uintry.'' 

The  inlluence  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  very 
marked  during  the  time  of  liis  continuous  presidency,  and 
especially  in  the  early  years  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  Peiut 
was  constantly  at  his  post  as  President  of  the  Chamber, 
and  was  not  infreipiently  called  upon  to  lend  the  intiuence 
of  his  name  and  character  to  meetings  of  a  more  public 
character.  Two  social  events  which  occurred  during  his 
odicial  term  were  very  noteworthy,  and  gave  him  pleasant 
r.H-ollections,  the  reception  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  (then 
travelling  us  Baron  Renfrew)  and  the  reception  ot  the 
lirst  Japanese  Embassy. 

A  few  years  before  his  death,  Mr.  Peiut  began  to  throw 
o(T  gradually  the  cares  of  business  and  station.  He  so  d 
the  property  at  Bloomingdale,  (just  north  of  the  grounds 
of  the  New: York  Orphan  Asylum,)  where  for  many  years 
he  had  resided,  and  built  a  house  in  New-Haven,  C  n n 
That  place  continued  to  be  his  home  until  his  death,  ^^hlch 
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occniTed,  after  a  brief  illness,  March  8, 1SC4,  in  liis  seventy- 
n ill  til  venr. 

When  lie  gave  up  active  pursuits,  Mr.  Pekit  determined 
to  devote  his  leisure  to  the  preparation  of  a  history  of 
American  commerce,  and  he  began  to  collect  and  arrange 
tJie  papers  requisite  for  such  a  work.  He  solicited  from 
liis  correspondents  their  suggestions  ;  lie  was  encouraged 
to  proceed  in  his  plan  by  a  formal  resolution  of  the  Cham- 
ber; he  "wrote  many  pages  ;  but  death  came  before  he  had 
made  sufficient  progress  to  justify  the  publication  of  the 
chapters  he  had  i^repared. 

Mr,  PEinTwas  twice  married,  iirst  to  Miss  Latiikop,  and 
after  her  death,  to  Miss  Mahia  Coit,  both  of  Norwich, 
Conn,  He  had  no  children.  His  widow  survived  him 
many  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Dakiel  L.  Coit, 
of  Norwich,  who  for  a  short  time,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
century,  was  a  merchant  in  New-York,  of  the  llrm  of 
Howl  AND  &  Coit. 

Mr,  PEiiiTwas  nearh*  six  feet  in  height  and  well  propor- 
tioned. His  manners  were  reserved  and  dignified,  and  gave 
him  a  commanding  presence  in  the  public  meetings  wiieie 
he  was  accustomed  to  preside.  His  addresses  on  such  oc- 
casions Avere  brief  and  pointed,  showing,  in  the  conciseness 
of  their  language,  the  influence  of  his  business  habits  ; 
showing,  also,  in  their  clearness  and  propriety  of  ex- 
pression, the  influence  of  the  liberal  education  that  he 
had  received  in  early  life.  He  was  a  constant  reader  of 
the  reviews,  and,  to  some  extent,  of  historical  and  theolo- 
gical writings,  but  he  is  chiefly  to  be  remembered  as  a  man 
of  affairs,  whose  mind  was  inspired  by  an  intelligent  and 
systematic  interest  in  the  progress  of  mankind.  He  was  a 
l)atriot  who  desired  that  the  name  and  influence  of  his 
country  should  everywhere  support  the  best  ideas  in  reli- 
gion, ill  morals,  in  politics,  iu  diplomacy  and  in  flnance. 
Tlie  Calvinism  of  his  Huguenot  ancestry,  and  the  flnancial 
scholarshii)  of  his  grandfather  were  ai)parent  throughout 
bis  long  career. — Da>^iel  C.  Gilman,  LL.  D, 
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V/ILLIAM  E.  DODGE. 

WiM.iAM    Kmil   I)(.dgk  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
Sei»t ('Mil )«.'!•  4tli,  ISO."),     He  spran^?  from  Puritan  EnuTisli 
stocl^— Ills  Ainei'ican  ancestor,  AYilliam  Dodch:,  landiiv 
at  SnlfHi,  Mass.,  in  1029.     His  father,  David  Low  Dodui:, 
was,    at   (tjie  time,  a  large  importer  and  jobber  in  New- 
Yoil;,  ami    took  a  prominent  position  in  religious  and 
rliaritable  societies.     His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Kev. 
A  A  KON  (.'j.Kv  KLANi),  of  English  and  Scotch  descent.   While 
slill  (piito  young  lie  entered  a  wholesale  dry  goods  store  in 
llji.s  City,  and  later  became  a  clerk  for  his  father,  who  built 
near  Norwicji,  Conn.,  one  of  the  earliest  cotton  factories 
in  the  count rv.     When  eighteen,  he  began  to  visit  New- 
Yorl;  n'gulaiiy  to  make  purchases  for  this  establishment. 
in    iS'jr)  lie  became  a  permanent  resident  here,  and,  until 
his  death,  l<'ebruary  Uth,  1883,  was  increasingly  identilied 
uith  the  mercajitile,  benevolent  and  religious  interests  of 
llie  m«'troi)olis.     In  1838  he  married  a  daughter  of  Anson 
(;.    1*111  LI'S,  a   leading  importer  of  metals,  and,  after  live 
y.:ii  ..   -av.«  up  his  succe.ssful  business  in  dry  goods  and 
joinr.l   his  lathor-in-law  in  foimding  the  hrm  of  Pjiki.I's. 
DoiM.i;  iV-  Co..  now  one  of  the  oklest  houses  in  the  X'nitrd 
Stat.'s. 

Mr.  hoiu.i:  was  also  extensively  engaged  m  the  lumber 
trad.'    in     INmnsvlvania,    Michigan,    Georgia,   Texas   and 
Cana.la.      lb-  was  active  in  creating  the  iron  industries  (»f 
S(Tant..n.  Pa.,  and  the  brass  and  copper  factories  at    \n- 
sonia,  (\.nn.     In  the  early  history  of  the  Erie  Railroad  he 
became  a  director,  and  remained  on  the  Board  unti    t  ..• 
n,a.l  was  completed.     He  was  one  of  the  originators  o I  tlir 
Central  Railroad  of  Xew-Jersey  and  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna and  Western  System,  and  also  of  railroads  in  irxas 
He  was  amonu-  the  first  to  encourage  the  construction  o 
,,,vated  railways,  and  he  was  a  subscriber  to  the  ongmal 
Atlantic  Cable  Conipan3\  .     .,,.,.„ 

He  served  upon  the  Boards  of  some  of  the  prmci].al    on  - 
nu'rcial  and  linancial  institutions  of  the  City-among  th.-.n 


54  rOKTUAIT    GALLEllY. 

the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Comiiany,  tlie  United  States 
Trust  Company,  and  the  AVestern  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany. For  many  years  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  and  he  joined  the  Union  League  Club 
soon  after  its  organization. 

In  hSoi")  lie  became  a  meml^er  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  always  took  an  active  share  in  its  proceedings. 
He  had  a  profound  regard  for  its  iniluential  and  honorable 
position,  and  for  its  long  career  of  usefulness.  He  Avas 
elected  President  in  18G7,  and  retained  the  office  eight  con- 
secutive years.  In  the  patriotic  and  vigorous  efforts  of  the 
Chamber  to  sustain  the  Government  during  the  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Dodge  had  a  prominent  part. 
Always  conservative  antl  conciliatory  towards  opponents, 
and  alive  to  the  demands  of  commerce  and  of  humanity, 
he  exerted  his  influence  to  avert  hostilities."  One  of  the 
last  services  of  this  character  was  to  go  as  delegate  to  the 
"  Peace  Congress,"  which  had  been  called  to  devise,  if 
possible,  some  solution  that  might  be  acceptable  to  both 
North  and  South.  When  this,  with  every  other  proposal 
for  just  concession,  failed,  he  henceforth  advocated  the 
suppressi(m  of  rel^ellion  at  any  cost. 

Mr.  DoDGK  was  nominated  in  18G4  to  represent  the 
Eiglith  Congressional  District,  and,  after  a,  contested 
election  of  unusual  length,  secured  his  seat  in  the  39th 
(vV)ngress  in  time  to  share  in  the  memorable  deliberation 
relative  to  the  reconstruction  of  the  Southei'n  States.  In 
these  measui-<\s   lu^   did   not   always  vote  with  his  party. 

•  .1  • 

While  demanding  tlie  ratilication  of  the  constitutional 
amendments,  he  held  to  the  wisdom  of  discontinuing 
military  domination,  and  of  admitting  to  office  those 
qualified  by  intelligence,  position  and  honest  evidences  of 
loyabA  .  At  the  same  time  he  believed  it  best  for  the  lately 
eman<'i])ated  slaves  not  to  be  immediately  enfranchised  ; 
and.  on  the  oHiei-  liaiid.  Hint  they  should  not  count  in  the 
basis  of  representation  so  long  as  they  were  deprived  of  the 
right  of  sulTrage.  In  Congi'(»ss,  as  elsewhere,  Mr.  Dodge 
opposed  inllation  of  the  currency,  and  advocated  the 
necessity  and   advantnges  of  a    wise   protective   tariff   in 
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'.wnmhuu'f^  witli  tlie  "  Ameriran  system."     He  was  uiuva 
lo  Jicci.],i  a  iviioniiiiation,  l)ut  felt  obliged  to  decline. 

Ill  th.'  causi?  of  teni])eranee  Mr.  Dodge  Avas  recognized  as 
a  foivinost  leader.  From  early  manhood  he  was  engag(Hl 
in  iMM-sisfciit  aii'l  judicious  elforts  to  abolish  the  nse'of 
intoxicating  li(iu(n-s.  Duj-ing  the  last  eighteen  years  of 
his  lib'  lie  was  President  of  the  National  Temperance  and 
l*ublicali(.M  House.  He  stood  alirm  friend  of  the  Indians, 
and  JM  IS(»i)  accepted  an  appointment  to  act  as  one  of  the 
CoMiuiissioners  lo  cany  into  elfect  the  ''peace  policy" 
iinuunirat-d  by  President  Graxt  to  reform  the  corrupt 
;iiluiiuisti-ati(Mi  of  Indian  affairs,  and  to  provide  jmictical 
iu;':isures  to  civilize,  educate  and  Christianize  the  lonir 
dec  •i\<'(j  and  oppressed  tribes.  In  the  discharge  of  these 
duties  ji"  made  an  extended  tour  through  the  Indian 
Territory. 

Ml-.  DoDoi;  also  labored  unremittingly  for  the  elevation 
of  til  '  colored  pi'ojjle.  He  maintained  that  Christian 
education  was  indispensable  in  preparing  the  millions  of 
rnv'tlnieii  foi-  citizenship,  and  he  therefore  gave  largely 
to  institutions  established  for  their  benetit,  especially  to 
Lincoln  I'niversity.  He  also  left  an  educational  fund  to  be 
used  (diielly  in  i-aising  up  colored  teachers  and  preachers. 

His  gifts  to  other  institutions  of  learning  in  dilferent 
p:irrs  of  the  country  wer.»  constant  and  liberal,  but  his 
convictions  of  the  immediate  religious  wants,  particularly 
of  tlic  West,  led  him,  for  a  series  of  years,  to  select  and 
support  p»M-.s(mally  a  number  of  young  men  in  theological 
seminaries. 

What  he  at  tempted  to  do  for  institutions,  churches, 
and  almost  every  form  of  Christian  effort  in  his  own 
count rv,  he  desired  to  promote  also  in  other  lands.  He 
was,  fdr  several  years,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  nearly  twenty 
vears  the  \' ice-President  of  the  American  Board  of  Cniii- 
"missioners  for  Foreio-n  Missions.  Although,  as  a  member 
and  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  cherished  an  mtel- 
li-vnt  preference  for  his  own  denomination,  he  loved  to  co- 
operate with  organizations  of  a  national  and  un.sectanaii 
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character,  lie  was  a  iiianaa"er  of  tlie  American  Bible  Soci- 
ety, tlie  American  Tract  Society  and  the  American  Sunday 
School  Union,  and  President  of  the  American  Branch  of  the 
Evan.u-elical  Alliance.  He  took  a  Avarm  interest  in  Young- 
Men's  Christian  Associations  and  in  nndenominational  City 
missions.  He  often  presented  in  i^ublic  the  claims  of  these 
vaiions  societies,  and  his  presence  on  any  i^latf orm,  whether 
religious  or  secular,  was  always  welcome.  He  was  a  ready 
speaker,  presenting  clear,  practical,  timely  and  forcible 
views,  in  an  animated  manner,  and  with  a  distinct,  ringing- 
voice. 

In  personal  appearance  he  was  somewhat  above  medium 
height,  with  a  lithe,  vig(n'ous  frame,  a  brisk,  erect  carriage, 
a  liright  black  eye,  and  a  face  full  of  geniality  and 
l)enev()lence.  His  bearing-  was  frank,  kindly,  and  without 
pretence.  Wherever  he  Avent  friends  Avere  quickly  Avon, 
and  those  Avho  kueAv  him  best  saAv  most  of  his  sincere, 
unselfish,  attractive  qualities. 

He  traveled  Avidely,  for  business  or  pleasure,  over  all 
l^arts  of  the  United  States,  and  several  times  crossed  the 
Atlantic.  He  Avas  still  incessantly  engaged  in  a  scarcely 
diminished  variety  of  labors  Avhen,  from  heart  disease,  he 
died,  almost  instantaneously,  in  his  OAvn  home,  at  the  age 
of  seventv-eight. 

A  bronze  statue  of  Mr.  DoDCiK  Avas  erected  at  a  x^rominent 
point  near  the  junction  of  BroadAvay  and  Sixth  Avenue. 
Previous  numuments  in  the  City  Avere  intended  to  com- 
memorate the  services  of  military  heroes  or  eminent 
statesmen.  in  an  address  at  the  dedication,  the  Hon. 
Ahkaai  S.  Hkwitt  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that  this  . 
was  ei'(M'ted  '*to  i)eri)etuate  the  memory  of  one  whose  chief 
claim  1<»  distinction  lies  in  a  nolde  character,  a  useful  life, 
and,  above  all.  in  llic  ciuployment  of  his  means  as  a  trust 
fuud  for  tlM'  good  of  his  felloAv-nuMi." 

Mr.  Sa.mii:!.  1).  Baiuock,  Ex-President  of  the  Chaml)er 
of  Coiiimercc,  ])resented  tlie  statue  to  the  (Mty,  in  behalf  of 
th«'  Committee,  ex])ressing  the  hoiie  that  ''it  AA'ould  be 
])n'serve(l  as  a  jx'i'pettial  reminder  of  an  upright  and 
iniiiiential  mercliant,  a  useful  and  loyal  citizen,  a  zealous 
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•••"I  f"n.l..r-lw...,rtr,l  Cliristian  philaiitliropist,  nn  illustn,.„s 
t\\>i'  ol  :i  till*'  niMl  lofty  manhood/' 

'i'l'"  statiu.  is  (,r  life  size,  resting  upon  a  massive 
fsv.nut,'  I..m|..s1;,1,  having  a  drinking  fountain  in  front.  Tli(> 
iiisciiptjoii  i-cjids  : 

••  Kivctrd  l»y  voliintaiT  subscriptions,  undertlieaiisinccsof 
tlirCliamlwTof  (*(,ii,ineree  of  the  State  of  IS^ew- York,  KSS')." 


GEORGE   W.   LANE. 

<ii:oi:<.i;  William  I.ank,  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Coiimifirr  al  the  tiiue  of  liis  death,  was,  for  almost  all  liis 
lif<'.  a  rrsidciii  of  Xew-York.  He  was  bom  near  Red  ^Mills, 
ill  th<'  neighborhood  of  Lake  Mahopac,  Putnam  County, 
.New  \ OrU,  .bmiiary  S,  1818,  and  on  the  borders  of  that  lake 
he  iiiaiiitaiiicd.  diiring  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  a  summer 
honic.  W'liilf  si  ill  a  boy  he  came  toi^ew-York,  and  began 
that  caivci-  ill  i'' rout -street  which  he  followed  until  his 
doatii.  Mr  became  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  reinvseii- 
tnliv«'s  of  the  mercantile  business  in  which  he  was  engaged. 
lie  diefl  at  his  heme  in  New-York  City,  December  80,  1888, 
wiieii  he  had  aliuosi  completed  his  sixty-sixth  year. 

I'^nr  ihii'ly  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerre.  lie  was  elected  Vice-President  of  that  body 
May  ('.,  18?:),  and  President  May  4,  1882.  Among  the 
linaiieial  institutions  with  which  he  was  then  connected, 
and  to  wiiieh  he  had  devoted  much  attention  during  the 
later  years  of  his  life,  may  be  mentioned  the  Fulton  Na- 
tional  Hank,  the  Merchants'  National  Bank,  the  Seameirs 
Baidv  for  Savings,  the  Continental  [Fire]  Insurance  Com- 
pany, tiie  Atlantic  Mutual  [Marine]  Insurance  Coni])any, 
andalso  the  Central  Trust  Company,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  original  incorporators. 

In  religions  and  philanthropic  Avork  he  was  also  promi- 
nently active,  lie  Avas  one  of  the  members  of  the  Madison 
Square  Presbvterian  Church  when  it  was  organized  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  William  Ada.ms,  and 
he  continued  to  be  an  elder  of  that  church  and  a  trii-t*- 
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iiiitil  liis  death.  He  was  a  member  of  tlie  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  manager  of  the 
American  Bibh-  Society,  President  for  lifteen  years  of  the 
Port  Society,  Trustee  for  live  years  of  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  and  President  of  the  Managers  of  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital. 

He  was  also  interested  in  the  i)romotion  of  good  gov- 
ernment, and  especially  in  efforts  to  secnre  an  honest 
administration  of  the  City  of  New- York.  He  worked 
efficiently  in  the  Committee  of  Seventy,  by  which  a  fraudu- 
lent system  of  municipal  affairs  was  exposed  and  frustrated. 
At  the  urgent  request  of  his  friend,  Mayor  Hayemeyer,  he 
accepted  the  office  of  Chamberlain  of  the  City,  and  continued 
in  it  from  May,  1873,  to  February,  1875.  With  great 
reluctance,  in  the  summer  before  his  death,  he  consented 
to  bscom3  a  member  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Commission, 
and  the  arduous  responsibilities  of  this  position  weighed 
heavily  upon  him. 

In  all  these  important  stations  he  maintained  the  confi- 
dence of  his  colleagues  and  associates,  as  the  numerous 
tributes  testify  which  were  called  out  by  his  death. 
Although  his  disposition  was  that  of  a  modest,  retiring 
man,  who  never  wished  preferment,  his  strong  convictions, 
excellent  judgment  and  abundant  pidjlic  sjurit  were  so  well 
known  that  his  counsel  was  constantly  sought.  It  was 
freely  given  to  all  who  asked  it.  There  are  few  men  in  any 
community  whose  opinions  Avere  so  trustworthy  as  Mr. 
Lane's,  either  in  pul^lic  or  in  private  affairs.  He  had  a 
large  measure  of  that  sagacity  which  sees  the  end  from  the 
beginning,  com))ined  with  that  instinctive  sense  of  justice 
and  righteousness  which  does  not  hesitate  in  forming  a 
l)Ui])ose,  nor  swerve  from  a  chosen  course  because  of  its 
uni)l('asantness  or  want  of  popularity. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Lat^e,  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  IT. 
PaRvKIIURST  delivered  two  commemorative  addresses  in  the 
Madison  Square  Presbyterian  Church.  These  addresses  were 
printed  with  the  proceedings  of  the  various  associations  to 
which  Mr.  Laxe  belonged.  These  discourses  present  the 
characteristics  of  the  man  more  completely  than  they  can 
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hciv  he  driven,  iiiid  Ww  key  to  liis  excellence  in  all  the  rela- 
lioiiM  oF  life  is  tliei-ein  distiiiclly  pointed  ont.— Bamfi  C 

(III, MAN.    LL.    1). 


JONATHAN    STURGES. 

'I'liis  :iiid  succeeding  generations  will  remember  Jona- 
iM  \  N  Si  I  i;<;  IS  as  one  of  tlie  old  school  of  merchants,  -whose 
|>i()l»ily  and  lioiior  ueiv  as  natnral  to  them  as  their  I'ore- 
■>iirlif  and  i»ers<'V('rance.  The  life  of  Mr.  Stuiic;es  was  of 
lliat  \\«'ll-i(»iiiidrd,  symmetrical  kind,  and  Avas  in  all  that 
I  lie  |»Iiia><  implies— good  and  trne.  It  was  a  life  worth 
living.  It  presented  the  highest  .sagacity  of  the  merchant 
and  llie  nolilt'st  virtues  of  the  private  citizen.  There  was 
ill  Mr.  Sii  la.i.sa  Ix-antifiil  hlendinii;  of  modesty  and  wis- 
ddiii,  of  iiistinrtivc  courtesy  and  firm  princijjle.  AYhat  he 
<iid  was  tlioroiigli.  Although  conducting  a  large  business, 
lie  iieverthricss  found  time  to  devote  to  philanthropic  and 
(Mirislian  work.  Truly  liis  long  life  Avas  well  spent.  It  was 
a  caivrrcd'  |irincii)le.  which  leaves  its  impress  upon  a  gener- 
ation, and  silently  but  eloquently  bids  the  man  of  commerce 
bring  all  his  transactions  to  the  bar  of  conscience.  Ilich  as 
Mr.  STr!:<;i:s  was  in  this  world's  goods,  he  was  richer  still 
in  honor,  and  at  his  death  he  left  to  his  family,  in  addition 
to  his  e:irflily  fortune,  the  priceless  possession  of  a  good 

name. 

Mr.  STfi:«;Ks  was  born  in  Southport,  Conn.,  March  24th. 
1802,  ent(«r«Ml  the  service  of  R.  &L.  Reed,  gim-ers,  in  Front- 
street,  in  IS-JL  and  l>ecame  a  partner  in  1828,  Avhenthe  fn  ni 
name  was  change<l  to  Rei-d  &  Stueoes.  Mr.  Reed  died 
in  ISr.C.  ;  the  lirm  then  became  Sturges,  Roe  &  Bai:ki:i!, 
and  in  184:i  S'rrnGES,  Bk>-net  &  Co.,  and  so  remained  until 
180.\  when  it  was  again  changed  to  Sturgi-:s,  Anxni.i)  & 
C<»  Mr  Snucn-s  retired  from  the  linn  on  January  1st,  18Gb. 
The  extensive  -n^cerv,  coffee  and  tea  business  of  the  house 
had  been  ••ontinued  at  Xo.  125  Front-street  from  1815,  when 
it  was  tiist  started  by  Lumax  Reed.  Mr.  Stukoes  becanP- 
the  owner  of  the  property,  reconstructed  the  building  and 
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ha'l  liis  office  there.  He,  with  GEoiKiic  Gpjswolp,  was  one  of 
tlie  chief  promoters  of  tlie  Illinois  Central  Hailvoad,  and 
was  a  director  up  to  the  time  of  liis  deatli.  He  was  also 
a  director  in  the  Xew-York  and  Xew-Haven  liailway. 
It  is  not  questioned  that  lie  was  regarded  as  the  foremost 
man  in  the  tea  and  coifee  trade,  and  his  counsel,  enriclied 
by  the  experience  of  half  a  century,  was  often  sought  by 
the  trade.  As  a  friend  he  was  warm  and  steadfast,  and 
everybody  implicitly  trusted  him. 

^fr.  SmiGEs  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  served  on  several  imi^or- 
tant  Special  and  Standing  Committees,  and  filled  the  office 
of  Vice-President  fi-om  1863  to  1SG7.  In  aii  eloquent  tribute 
to  his  memory,  delivered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  held 
December  3d,  1874,  Mr.  A.  A.  Luw^  said  of  him,  "  He  Avas  a 
recognized  patron  of  art.  In  the  Church  he  manifested  the 
virtues  of  the  Christian,  in  society  the  unostentatious  at- 
tributes of  a  gentleman,  in  the  service  of  his  country  the 
devoted  zeal  of  a  true  patriot,  as  a  citizen  the  love  of  the 
philanthoi)ist,  never  forgetting  his  obligations  to  the  poor, 
the  sick  and  the  crippled,  but  extending  to  all  the  l^enefac- 
tions  of  a  warm  heart  and  of  an  open  hand.  The  homage 
we  pay  to  the  good  man  when  living  we  desire  to  perpetuate 
in  hallowed  memories,  and  to  this  end  we  inscribe  on  our 
minutes  the  sentiments  that  are  graven  on  our  hearts — of 
gratitude  for  this  life  of  uncommon  beauty,  of  sincere 
sorrow  for  our  own  great  loss,  and  of  our  symi)atliy  for  the 
family  of  the  bereaved."  Mr.  Stukges  deserved  this  Avarm 
tribute,  which  needs  no  elaboration  here.  His  honoi-able 
career  was  l)i-ought  to  a  close  November  28th,  1874,  by  an 
attack  of  piKMimonia,  the  result  of  a  cold  caught  a  few- 
days  ])n'viously  while  attending  a  religious  conference  in 
]Miila(l<'l]tlii:i. 


GEORGE    OPDYKE. 

Gf/h;(;h  Oi'uvki-:  was  born  December  7,  1800,  in  King- 
wood,  Hunterdon  County,  IS'ew-Jersev.    He  was  descended. 
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f  liioiiuli  ;i  loii.i;  line  of  prosperous  farmers,  from  a  IToHmikI 
raiiiily  who  settled  upon  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  about  the 
year  MmO. 


^.i;j,< Ml  III  iin-n.iiiiin-  [uiiMiii^.  Later  lie  removed  to  ^'ew- 
Oi'leaiis,  wlieie  he  renudued  five  years.  In  1829  Mi-.  Op- 
iivKi;  111:11  !•!<■( I  Miss  Elizabeth  Hall  Stuykeii,  of  his 
native  ph-ice.  and  in  18:)2  lie  entered  into  business  in  Xe-w- 
Voik  Cily  as  wholesale  clotliing  manufacturer,  afterwards 
as  importer  of  dry  goods,  and  linally  as  banker,  lie  con- 
liniied  ill  active  business  until  liis  death,  June  12,  1880, 
and  passed  siiecessfidly  through  every  iinancial  panic  of 
lifly  years.  l''r()m  18H1)  to  ISoJ}  he  made  his  resi(h-n('e 
ne:ir  Newark.  N.  .1.,  and  then  removed  back  to  iSTew-Yoik 
City. 

Ill  early  life  Mr.  Oi'dvice  took  an  acth'e  part  in  political 
alVairs.  Departing  from  the  Whig  opinions  of  his  family, 
he  became  a  Democrat,  and  a  devoted  supporter  of  the  Ad- 
miiiisti'ation  of  Axduew  Jacksox.  He  was,  however.  :ii 
a!!  tinu's  heartily  ()i)posed  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  and 
in  ISIS  he  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Free  Soil  party, 
and  was  its  candidate  for  Congress  in  the  Fifth  District  of 
New-.ler.sey,  but  was  defeated  by  William  Weight,  who 
aft(M'war<ls"  was  United  States  Senator  from  that  State. 

At  the  time  of  the  iinancial  panic  of  1857,  Mr.  Oi'DYKi: 
ex(M-ti'd  himself  to  bring  about  a  concerted  movement  by 
the  baidvs  of  New-York  City  to  restore  confidence  by  en- 
laru-iui,-  their  loans  upon  securities  and  credits  of  nn 
doubti'd  value,  lie  claimed  that  the  iinancial  crisis  was 
larirelv  bas.nl  upon  fear,  the  general  condition  of  the  busi- 
ness ;)f  the  ccmntrv  being  sound,  and  the  only  ival 
weakness  bein-  among  the  prematurely  extended  i-aihvays 
in  the  West.  'lie  showed  how  the  Bank  of  England  ha.l 
stemmed  iinancial  crisis  by  enlarging  credits  on  good  se- 
curities, instead  of  refusing  their  customers  accommodatKm 
in  times  of  greatest  need.     As  a  result  of  these  eiforts,  a 
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Board  of  Currency  was  oro-auized,  and  mndi  valuable  in- 
vestigation  made  by  the  leading  bankers  of  the  City  into 
economic  (Questions,  with  a  result  that  still  influences  the 
administration  of  the  banks  of  the  country. 

In  1858  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Assembly  by  the 
Republican  party,  and  took  an  active  jpart  in  advocating  all 
measures  for  the  advancement  of  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  City  and  State  of  New- York. 

In  1860  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican 
(Jonvention  at  Chicago,  and,  Avitli  Da^id  Dudley  Field 
and  the  late  Horace  Greeley,  aided  largely  in  effecting 
the  nonnnation  of  Abraham  Lincolis^,  of  whose  adminis- 
tration he  afterwards  became  an  active  and  efficient  adviser. 

The  first  public  action  taken  in  New- York  City  in  sup- 
port of  the  National  Government,  upon  the  outbreak  of 
the  Rebellion,  was  that  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Tipon 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Opdyke,  at  its  meeting, 
held  Ax)ril  19th,  1801.  This  was  the  beginning  of  untiring 
and  pati'iotic  labors  on  his  part  throughout  the  war, 
dui'ing  which  he  gave  freely  of  his  time,  strength  and 
means,  in  every  direction  where  he  found  he  coiQd  in  any 
way  aid  the  nation  in  its  great  struggle.  In  the  fall  of 
]i^()\,  Mr.  Ordyke  Avas  elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  and  held  that  ofhce  through  the  eventful  yeai's  of 
1802  and  1803,  being  the  only  Republican  Mayor  the  City 
of  New- York  has  chosen.  His  position  as  the  Chief 
Magistrate  ])laced  him  at  the  rallying  point  for  all  intelli- 
gent and  patriotic  zeal  in  the  metropolis,  and  he  was 
es])ecially  active  in  the  raising  and  equipping  of  troops, 
and  in  the  foi-warding  of  them  to  the  seat  of  war.  The  draft 
i-iots  ill  till'  City  occurred  during  his  Mayoralty,  and  the 
tMurrgcucy  was  met  by  him  with  courage  and  an  nnwaver- 
ing  dptcriiiination  to  restore  obedience  to  law  Avithout 
vieldinu-  1()  llic  chinior  of  the  mob.     He  remained  at  his 

• 

post  of  (Inly,  and  rcfnscd  to  listen  to  any  measures  of  com- 
promise, altlioiigli  lie  was  fi'cHjuently  threatened  with  as- 
sassination, liis  i-esidence  twice  attacked  by  the  mob,  and 
otlicM-  of  his  property  destroyed  by  fire.  During  the  con- 
tinuanc3  of  the  riot,   the   Common   Council  unanimously 
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vol.Ml  s:>, .-,(.. ..(.()(),  t(,  relieve  from  actual  service  all  who  wen- 
(li"ifte.|.  Tins  ordinance  the  Mayor  i^romptly  vetoed  de- 
claring that  i-i(,ters  should  be  conquered,  not  conciliated 
.'iiid  that  til. -City  must  actually  furnish  the  men  needed  to 
])reserv.'  111.'  nation.  Afterthe  riot  was  quelled  the  Mayor 
dcfyatrd  iIk'  scheme  of  the  Common  Council,  by  securin- 
action  of  the  I5oard  of  Supervisors,  which  furnished  actnal 
m.'ii  as  sid.stiliit.'s  foi-  those  who  were  drafted  and  Avho  did 

not   t  hi'msclvrs  seivc. 

Mr.  Oi'i.vKi:  was  a  delegate  at  large  to  the  New-York 
ConstitiilioMal  Convention  of  1867-8,  and  a  member  of  the 
suc<Tediiiir  Constitutional  (Vmimission  of  1872-8.     In  re- 
vising the  State  Constituticm,  he  found  work  Avhich   was 
most   interesting  and  congenial  to  his  tastes,  and  laboivd 
con  nvunc  upon  all   the  sid)jects  which  came  before   the 
('(•nventiuii    and    Coniniissicm.     He  was    especially  active 
in    all    thai    concerned    ilie  canals  and  other  commercial 
interests   of  the    State;   in   all    that    related    to  Common 
Schdol  education,  and  especially  to  measures  for  compul- 
sory attendance  at  the  schools;  in  all  that  contributed  to 
the    improved    govei-nment   of  cities,  including  measures 
looking  to  the  election,  by  the  vote  of  tax-payers  only,  of 
a  Hoard  of  l-'inancial  Conti'ol  in  the  large  cities  ;  and  in  the 
Constitiilioiial  amendment  that  was  eventually  adopted  as 
to  bribery,      lie  gi-eatly  regretted  that  the  Legislature  did 
not  apjtrove  llie  i)roi)osed  amendment  relative  to  Boards  of 
rinancial  Control  in  cities,— AvhichAvas  first  suppressed  by 
jxditical    matueiivres,    and  Avhen  again  proposed  by    the 
(Miarter  Commission,   Avas   defeated  by  politicians,  whose 
schemes  it  would  have  effectually  checked. 

su 
ins 

pie .^ . 

a  treatise  on  Political  Economy,  which  he  afterw 
vised  and  published  in  IS.)!.  In  this  work  he  discussed  the 
theory  of  wa.'-es,  the  value  of  land  and  other  questions,  and 
advanced  nu.nv  oriuinal  views  which  have  since  become  ac- 
cepted doctrines  of  the  science.     In  his  treatise  he  demon- 
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strjitcd  the  economic  evils  of  slaveiT,  and  took  strong 
iiround  in  favor  of  free  trade,  l)ut  was  willing  to  accept  "  a 
tariff  for  revenue  only  ''  as  a  practical  x^olicj^  for  the  United 
States.  He  also  advocated  tlie  issue  by  the  Kational  Gov- 
ernment of  an  inconvertible  paper  money,  limited  by 
constitutional  provisions  to  a  certain  nmonnt  per  cajJiia  of 
population.  AVlien,  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Secre- 
tary Cjiase  sought  his  advice  as  to  the  proposed  issue  of  tlie 
legal  tenders,  Mr.  Opdyke,  adhering  to  his  views  formulated 
in  1845,  strongly  urged  the  issue  of  national  currency  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding:  three  hundred  million  dollars. 
Against  the  subsequent  enlai-ged  issues  of  these  notes  he 
earnestly  objected,  foreseeing  the  injurious  effects  that 
soon  followed  the  inflation  of  the  currency. 

Mr.  Opdykk  published  also,  in  ISGG,  a  volume  of  "May- 
oralty Documents,"  embracing  the  political  and  adminis- 
trative history  of  the  Citv  during  his  term  of  office.  This 
volume  contains  his  veto  messages,  which  throw  a  strong 
light  upon  the  modes  of  City  government  under  ineffective 
ehai'ter  ])rovisions. 

yn:  Oi'DYKK  was  for  twentv-two  years  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New-York.  For 
eight  years,  from  1SG7  to  lS7o,  he  was  a  Vice-President, 
and  during  the  i)eriod  of  his  connection  with  the  Chamber 
he  was  constant  in  his  attendance  at  its  meetings,  and 
very  active  in  calling  attenticm  to  matters  of  j^ublic 
c<mcei'n,  serving  upon  most  of  the  important  Commit- 
tees, and  taking  a  prominent  ])art  in  the  debates  of  the 
Chambci'.  Especially  was  he  ])roniinent  in  all  measures 
for  improving  llic  navigation  and  defence  of  New- York 
llai'bor,  and  for  securing  free  navigation  of  the  State 
Canals. 


WILLIAM  H.  FOGG. 

AVii.i.iAM    11.    I-'oco    was   born   on   a   farm   in  the  town 
of  Px'rwick,  Maine,  on  December  27tli,  1817.     His  grand- 
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rntlicrwns  ;i  i)rorninent  officer  in  the  Clmrc]i,  and  his  fatlier 
w.is  a  man  liiL^lily  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens.  The 
|);trents  of  Mi-.  Fov.a  came  from  genuine  New-Eniiland 
Htock.  Til.'  siuall  means  Mr.  Fogg  had  accumulated  as 
(•l<'i"l<  ill  :i  cniiiitry  store  enabled  him  to  estal)lisli.  wiih 
two  (.thcr  y')iin<;-  men,  in  Boston,  the  iinn  of  Ben.n.x  k, 
I''i)(.(;  cV  Shannon,  Avhich  continued  for  some  time,  Itiii 
Ix'iii;^;  imsiicccssfid,  the  jDartnership  was  dissolved.  To  Mi-. 
Fo(i(i's  honor,  be  it  said,  he  paid,  years  after,  with  interest 
the  whole  indebte(hiess  of  this  firm.  In  1847  the  lirm  of 
Fiu.c,  liito'i'iiKus  was  organized,  having  more  or  less  relation 
with  t  Ik- ln-otln-i-.  Ill  i:  am,  who  resided  in  China.  The  busi- 
ness was  liansfeiied  to  New- York  in  1852,  and  the  branch 
at  Boston  elose(L  Ml'.  Fogg's  brother  died  in  1800,  and 
llie  lirni  Mien  hecame  William  II.  Fogg  &  Co.,  the  l)nsi- 
iiess  devolving  entirely  wpon  William  H.  Fogg,  who  was 

I  lien  tliirly-eiglit  years  of  age.  Energy,  enterprise  and 
lioiiesly  ensiii-ed  success,  and  soon  the  firm  became  promi- 
m-nt  in  flieCliina  trade.  When  Mr.  Fogg  returned  fnmi  his 
visit  to  that  <'oiintry  in  b880,  the  firm  dissolved,  but  the  ])nsi- 
ness  was  continued  under  the  name  of  the  China  and.  Jai)an 
Trading  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Fogg  remained  President 

I I  n  1 11  1 1  i s  (1 .  ■;!  n  1 .  The  Company' s  enterpise  is  now  a  ma tter 
oT  hislciy.  h  had  l)ranclies  at  Shanghai,  China;  at  Yo- 
kohama.' Kol>e.  Osaca,  in  Japan;  at  London  and  San 
l-'rancisco.  and  handled,  in  addition  to  tea  and  silk,  hirge 
(piantities  of  general  merchandise.  In  all  his  transactions, 
W I  I.I.I  AM  11.  Fogc;  was  conservative  and  cautious,  and  had 
the  rei.utaliou  of  nmducting  the  affairs  of  the  Coni])any 
on  sound  pi-inciples.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  an 
honored  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  for  two 
vears  prior  to  his  death  one  of  its  Vice-Presidents.  Ai 
t  he  time  of  his  decease  he  was  a  director  in  the  Park  Bank, 
and  once  its  President,  a  director  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  In- 
surance (\mipanv,  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Company 
and  the  .Mercantile  Trust  Company.  He  was  also  a  Govnior 
of  the  New-York  Hospital,  and  of  several  other  benel.cenr 
organizations,  all  of  which  expressed  in  litting  terms  tluu- 
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soirow  at  Ills  deatli.  wliicli  occurred  in  this  City,  Marcli 
:24tli,  1884. 

Those  ulio  knew  Jiiiii  would  testify,  without  exception, 
I  hat  Mr.    P^XiG  was    one    of   the   most  conrteous  of  men, 
possessing,  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  charming  nrbanity 
wliicJi    smooths    intercourse    between    men    of    business, 
and    enables   them   to   avoid    many  of    the   asperities   so 
often  encountered  in  commercial  life.     The  writer  knew 
liiiu  intimately,  and  often  iiad  to  consult  with  liim  on  im- 
l)ortant  questions  wliicli  came  before  the  Chamlier  for  con- 
sideration and  action.     In  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  Mr. 
FoGCr  showed  the  same  unvarying  courtesy  which  charac- 
terized his  whole  life.     In  his  capacity  as  Yice-President  of 
the  Chamber,  or  as  Chairman  of  its  Executive  Committee, 
lie  was  ever  ready  to  spend  his  time  and  means  to  further 
the  interests  and  enhance  the  welfare  of  New- York.     Prac- 
tical, sagacious  and  cool,  Mr.  Fogg's  judgment  was  highly 
\:;lned,  and  his  force  of  character  much  admired  by  liis 
colleagues  and  friends.     He  was  a  man  of  deeply  religious 
convictions,  liberal  l)iit  unostentatious  in  all  his  works  of 
cliarity. 


MATTHEW    MAURY. 

Mai  riiKW  Mai  i;v  was  born  in  Livei'pool,  England,  Sep- 
tember 21)tli.  \^in).  lie  descended  from  a  Huguenot  family, 
which  setlhd  in  \  iiginia  in  1717,  and  was  the  third  son  of 
.1  \Mi:s  M  \\  \:\.  who.  directly  after  the  Eevolution,  went  to 
Li\<'i'pool  lo  cslablish  an  Anici-ican  house,  and  was  ap- 
]ioint('d  consul  lo  thiil  jioi't  by  (general  Washington,  He 
lill.'d  ihis  ollicc  ri-,,iii  171)0  to  18:20,  under  the  hrst  six 
I'rcsiih'nis  of  the  liiilcd  Slates,  reflecting  ci'tnlit  upon  his 
country,  and  coninianding  the  honor  and  respect  of  those 
will)  whotn  he  ciiine  in  c(»nl:ict  botli  in  pul^lic  and  private 
ill''.  :iii<l  :il  :i  linic  when  lo  bean  American  was  necessarily 
un[)oj)uhn'.  lie  was  the  hist  Pivsident  of  the  American 
Chainl)er   of   Commerce    in    Liverpool,    and   his   portrait, 
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painted  U>r  that  body  by  Stewaiit  Xewtox,  still  haims  in 
its  I'oonis. 

Matt!Ii:\v  MAriiv  was  educated  at  Eton,  and  visiicd 
Aincj-ica  foi-  tlie  lirst  time  in  1817.  He  began  Imsiness  w  jiji 
Maikv,  Latham  &  Co.,  Ids  father's  house  in  LivcriM...!, 
and  was  made  a  partner  soon  after  he  came  of  age.  'riicy 
wei'c  gciicial  iiH'i'cliants,  tobacco  being  their  chief  import*, 
nut  d  t  lie  cot  Ion  trade  grew  up.  The  iirst  American  cotton 
was  shipped  in  wooden  boxes.  A  memorandum  by  Cousnl 
JVIai'iiy,  of  those  lirst  iniixnts,  was  as  follows  : 

In  17.s:>,  ')  in  'A  vessels;  in  1786,  6  in  2  vessels;  in  1787, 
los  bales  in  .">  vessels,  and  soon.  Thus,  Matthew  Maikv 
grew  up  with  tin'  business  in  which  he  spent  his  life.  aiHJ 
iiad  a  lare  faudliarity  with  it  in  all  its  details.  "When  ihc 
present  method  of  "  futures "  began,  it  was  so  distaste- 
ful to  his  ideas  as  a  merchant  that  he  could  never  I'mIIv 
enter  into  it.  After  1822,  he  was  constantly  in  America. 
In  18;{2,  with  his  younger  brother,  Eutson,  he  established 
the  house  of  M.  ^  11.  Mauuy,  in  New- York,  changed  in 
1811  to  M  \i  i;v  PjIiotiikks,  of  which  he  c(mtinuc(l  ilx- 
head  until  his  death. 

Pxuii  under  the  Hag,  Mattiieav  Maury  was  by  light  an 
American  <'iti/en,  and  had  the  strongest  love  and  admira- 
tion for  his  countiy  and  her  Republican  Government,  with 
a  linn  ludiid"  in  its  ccmiplete  success.  This  did  not  hinder 
his  adnuring  many  excellent  features  in  the  working  of  ilw 
English  (Jovernnient,  such  as  the  absence  of  rotati(.n  in 
ollice,  and  the  simplicity  of  the  tariff. 

.1  AMKs  MArnv,  like  all  thoughtful  men  of  his  time,  had 
a  great  aversion  to  slavery,  an  aversion  he  carefully  instilled 
in't(»  his  (ddldren,  and  charged  them,  when  they  came  lo 
this  countrv,  never  to  oavu  a  slave.  Brought  up  under 
such  intluences,  it  is  plain,  that  when  the  late  war  hrokc 
out,  Matthew  Mauuy  could  be  nothing  else  Init  a  sirom: 

Union  man,  and  ever  remain  so. 

1I(^  had  a  hiuh  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  ISew-^  uik 
(nuunberof  (\)nHnerce,  and  almost  all  his  public  s<,tviccs 
were  rendered  through  it.  He  was  its  Secretary  b'on.  isi:. 
to  18.53. 
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Tn.tlie  following  measures  lie  was  eitlier  prime  mover 
or  a  zealous  co-worker  : 

Tn  the  estaMishment  of  the  bonded  warehouse  system, 
Avlien  KoiJEiri"  J.  AVai.kku  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 
in  an  endeavor  to  iiii])rove  the  hanking  system  of  this 
State;  in  the  founding  in  1848  of  the  "  Institution  for  the 
Savings  of  jSreichauts'  Clerks  and  others,"  in  which  he 
took  a  deep  interest,  and  served  always  as  trustee,  and  as 
Second  Vice-President  for  twenty-one  years  ;  in  an  effort 
to  establish  a  time  and  Aveather  observatory  on  the  Battery 
ill  ihis  City,  which  failed  because  the  authorities  did  not 
favor  it  :  in  the  repeal  of  the  cotton  tax,  because  it  was 
an  export  duty,  and  therefore  unconstitutional.  This  met 
with  much  opjoosition,  but  the  arguments  against  it  were 
unnusweral)le,  and  the  tax  was  at  last  repealed. 

'J'he  resumption  of  specie  payments  he  urged  almost 
from  the  day  the  war  closed.  He  was  one  of  the  very  few 
who  insisted  that  preparation  should  begin  at  once  to  retire 
the  greenbacks,  and  bring  the  country  back  to  a  gold  l)asis, 
believing  that  this  Avould  check  speculation,  which,  he 
argued,  v.-ould  be  the  inevitable  result  of  our  irredeemable 
and  inllated  cuiTency. 

Though  devoted  to  business,  he  read  widely  and  was 
well  infoi-med  upon  general  topics.  Being  fond  of  the 
sea,  he  studied  mathematics  for  amusement,  and  mas- 
tei-(Ml  ]K)t  only  the  science  of  navigation,  but  on  more 
than  one  occasion  navigated  the  ship  in  which  he  was  a 
passcnge]-,  dui'iiig  the  ilhiess  of  its  ca])tain.  Astronomy 
was  his  delight,  aiul  he  la'pt  u]"t  with  its  progress  to  the 
end  of  his  life. 

Ill  isil  lie  iii:ini('(l  Ki.izAi'.K'rii,  the  seccmd  daughter  of 
Josh r A  (<ii.i'i.\,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  had  tAvo  chil- 
dren, a  son  :itid  (hiiiglilcr.  In  early  life  'My.  Mauhy  was 
coiilinned  in  ilie  Clinrcl!  of  England,  and  was  a  constant 
and  rnillifiii  attendant  ;it  St.  Thonuis'  Church,  and  after- 
wards at  St.  Mark's  in  this  City. 

He  died  at  liis  lioine,  SeptemlKM-  ISth,  1877.  The  spon- 
taneous testimony   to  his  personal   character  by  the  mer- 
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H.Mi.ts  :„rK,n-  wlion,  lie  moved  was  siimnied  ,ip  .,,,1  .,:,v..n 
iilK>ii  his  tombstone  in  tlie  following  Avords  : 

';A  TM.Mrlij.nt  in  this  City  for  nearly  lift v  v<,,is  l.js 
Htaji.hvss  chai-aeter  commanded  the  respect  of 'all  his  ass„- 
<'iat<.s,  uw\  worthily  upheld  the  honored  name  beqnealhcl 
Imii  ly  his  iimrh  honored  father." 


ALEXANDER     HAMILTON. 

No  m:iii  ill  oil)'  national  history  presents  a  more  coni- 
pletcly  roiiiKh'd  character  for  genius,  indnstr}-,  intuitive 
I)!'rccption,  integrity,  ability  and  vast  attainments  Tlmii 
Am:\,\.M)i;k  Ha.miltox.  As  patriot,  puldicist,  soldier, 
jurist,  •■(•(. iiomist,  ilnancier  and  statesman,  he  stands,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  best  qualiliedto  jndge,  pre-eminent  among 
the  men  of  his  time.  Dying  at  the  early  age  of  forty-seven, 
Avlien  most  men  have  hardly  reached  the  full  maturity  «»r 
th"ir  powers,  he  had  been  before  the  public  for  thirty 
years,  and,  in  iio  instance,  had  failed  to  accomplish  more 
than  his  most  sanguine  friends  had  dared  to  anticii)ate. 

The  Prince  dk  Talleyraxd,  the  ablest  and  clearest 
hea(h'(l  oT  French  statesmen,  who  had  for  some  years  been 
intimately  actpiainted  with  Hamilton,  and  knew  all  Ids 
])hins  Tor  his  nation's  advancement,  said  of  him,  when  in 
the  zenith  ol"  his  own  power  in  France :  "'1  coirsider 
^'ai'oleox.  Fox  and  ILvmiltox  as  the  three  greatest  men 
of  our  epoch,  and,  if  I  were  called  upon  to  decide  between 
tlie  three,  I  should,  without  hesitation,  give  the  first  place 
to  Hamiltox.  Ilamit  devine  V Europe:'  The  full  sig- 
nificance of  this  favorite  wwd  of  Talleykaxd,  ''demnl-:' 
cannot  be  expressed  in  any  literal  translation.  The  thought 
seems  to  be,  that  his  genius  had  entranced  Euro])e. 

Chancellor  Kext,  in  an  address  before  the  L:iw  Asso- 
ciation of  Xew-York  in  1836  said:  "Among  his  brethren. 
Hamiltox  was  indisputably  pre-eminent.  This  was  uni- 
versally conceded.     He  rose  at  once  to  the  loftiest  height.s 
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of  professional  eminence  by  liis  profound  penetration,  Ms 
powci-  of  analysis,  the  comprehensive  grasp  and  strength 
of  liis  understanding,  and  the  iirmness,  frankness  and 
integrity  of  his  cliaracter/' 

The  Marquis  de  Talleyiiaxd  Pekigokd,  son  of  the  great, 
statesman,  and  himself  a  man  of  great  genius  and  learning, 
in  liis  Etude  sur  la  liejjuhlique  des  Etals  Uais  d'  Amerique, 
says:     ''It   was  to  the    constructive  political  genius    of 
Alexa.m)i;u  Hamilton  that  America  owed  her  Consti- 
tution :   it   was  he  who  furnished  the   essential  materials 
wliicli  composed  it;  it  is  to  him  that  the  general  plan  of 
the  edifice  is  due  ;  it  was  he  who  designed  the  lines  which 
made  that  Constitution  one  of  the  most  remarkable  monu- 
ments   of  history.      By   his  energy,    his  iiatriotism,    his 
marvellous  intelligence  and  his  eloquence  he  succeeded  in 
directing    the  public    mind  to  the    necessity   of  a  more 
coherent,  more  perfect  union.     KnoAving  how  to  silence  the 
sellish  views  of  the  different  States,  he  led  them  to  unite 
in  the  achievement  of  a  great  work.      The   Constitution 
completed  and  adopted,  there  remained  something  still  to  l)e 
accomplished  ;   it  was  necessary  to  give  a  judicial,  clear, 
precise  and  lucid  interpretation  of  this  Constitution,  in  all 
those  constantly  recurring  conditions,  in  which  it  Vv^ould  be 
called  upon  to  guide  and  control  public  events." 

Both  these  great  boons  to  his  country  were  bestowed  by 
the  genius  and  the   extraordinary  ability  of   Hamilton". 
lie  had  been,  young  as  he  was,  a  thorough  student  of  every 
form  of  constitutional  government ;  he  had  perceived  the 
necessity  of  Ili(»  substitution  of  a  sti'ong  national  govern- 
mrMit  foi-  ihc  ('(fi't;'  and  outworn  confederation  ;  by  pen  and 
voic  '.    he  li:id  demonstrated  tlu;  necessity  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  he  was  one  of  tli(^  most  active  members  of  the  Con- 
v<'ntion  \\liicli  formed  il  ;  he   procured  its  adoption   and 
i-atilication  in  the  Convention  of  New- York  against  strong 
oi)positioii  ;   he  exi)oiin(ie(I  mid  defended  it  in  the    '■'•  Fede- 
ralist,''''  as  well  as  in  olhei'  i)ul)lications  ;  when  our  Govern- 
nienl    was  re-organized  iindiM-  the  Constitution,  and  he  was 
called    to   ad  in  ill  is!  ei-  on  a  bankrupt  treasury,  a  national 
debt  of  vast  proportions,  and  to  rescue  the  natiou  from  im- 
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p.'nrlin-  niin,  hn  devised  measures,  wliicli  speedily  gavo  our 
country  :i  civ.lit  abroad  and  at  home  which  was  equal  to 
Ibe  Ix'st. 

T\u'  City  of  New- York  and  its  Chamber  of  ComniMrcv 
an'  iiiKl.'r  tliM  Lrr^atest  oldigations  to  Alexander  II ami i.- 
■lON  foj-  what  lit'  did  to  revive  and  fully  establish  its  credit, 
as  well  as  \'<n-  his  jn-evious  .c^ood  deeds  in  defending  it,  and 
ivsciiiiiir  it  from  thivatened  bombardment,  at  the  beginnini; 
of  thi'  \v:ii-  of  ijie  Revolution.  His  genius  and  linancial 
skill  iiKuh'  New-Yoi-k  possible. 

L  •(  lis.  th«Mi.  l»j'ietly  review  the  career  of  this  extraordi- 
nary nil  II.     A  i.i:xA  XDER  IIamiltox  was  born  in  Nevis,  one 
of  tln3   Hi'itish  \V<'st  India  Islands,  January  11,  17.")7.     llis 
ralli<-i\\;is.l  \Mi>  II  \Mii.Tox,ofagoodAWhirefamily;  his 
.niothc]'.  whose  maiden  name  was  Faucette,  was  of  Huirue- 
not  stock.    The  father  had  set  up  in  mercantile  business  in  St. 
( 'hrisi(»|»li('i',  but  had  become  insoh'ent  from  endorsing  for 
others.     They  h. id  several  sons;  but  only  Tiio.vas  and  Alex- 
\  M>i:u  at  lained  maturity.    The  mother  died  when  Alexax- 
oKi;  was  yet  a  small  child,  but  he  had  vivid  recollections  of 
her  beauty  and  of  her  superior  intellect  and  cultivation. 
A  rj:.\  a  nokk  was  tidven  l)v  his  mother  s  relatives  to  St.  Croix 
;inil    )iiii  at  school  there,  where  he  speedily  became  i»roli- 
cient  ill  I'l-iMicli  and  English,  with  some  little  knowledge  of 
1 1  :'bri>w.     I  Fe  absorbed  knowledge  rapidly.    In  the  am  iinm 
of  17(1:),   hi'  entered  the  counting  house  of  Mr.  Nicholas 
CiM'.i  i:k,  in  Sr.  Croix.     Mr.  Xiciiolas  Cruger  was  a  New- 
\o:k  M-  by  birth  and  education,  a  nephew  of  Joirx  Cri;(;er, 
who  was  so  eminent  in  the  ante  and  post  Revolutionary 
history  of  New- York,  and  was  the  tii'st  President  of  rlie 
New- York  Clunnber  of  Commerce.     Mr.  K  Cruger  lia<l  a 
war(>honse  in   St.    Croix,    and  also  one  in  New- York,  to 
which  his  West  India  goods  were  shipped.    Here  he  showed 
such  diligence,  intelligence  and  aptitude  for  business  that  a 
yeai-  later  he  had  a  confidential  relation  with  his  emi)lo\  .t, 
ami  (luring  Mr.  Cruger's  absence  at  New- York,  was  i.iii  in 
charge  of  tlu>  business.     He  was  here,  as  always,  a  diligent 
student  in  commercial  science,  history  and  the  classics.     In 
AuiiiKst,  177:2,  before  Ids  sixteenth  birthday,  he  was  m  St. 


'72  POETRAIT   GALLERY. 

Eristatia  on  business,  when  a  cyclone  burst  upon  the  Lee- 
ward Islands.  A  full  description  of  the  storm  and  its 
effects  was  published  in  a,  local  paper,  and  attracted  much 
attention.  Inquiry  was  made  by  the  Governor  of  St.  Croix 
for  the  author,  and  the  discovery  was  made  that  it  was  the 
work  of  the  boy  Ha]\[iltox.  Arrangements  were  offered 
to  him  and  accepted,  by  which  he  was  to  receive  a  liberal 
education  at  or  near  New- York.  He  had  letters  to  several 
ennnent  men,  among  others  to  William  Livingston,  then 
of  Elizal^etlitown,  New-Jersey,  in  whose  country  seat  he 
found  a  home  while  attending  the  Grammar  School  in 
Elizal^ethtov/n.  He  was  a  most  earnest  and  diligent  student, 
and  endeared  himself  to  the  Livingstons.  William  Liv- 
ingston was  the  associate  editor  of  the  ^'American  Wliig^'^ 
then  published  in  New- York,  and  was  a  liberal  in  politics, 
and  from  him  Hamilton,  perhaps,  received  his  hrst  im- 
pulses toward  political  composition. 

In  1778,  Hamilton  entered  King's  (now  Columbia) 
College,  stipulating  that  he  should  be  admitted  to  any 
class  for  wliich  he  was  qualilied,  and  that  he  might  advance 
from  class  to  class,  as  his  attainments  might  justify.  He 
was  here  a  diligent  student,  not  only  keeping  up  with  his 
classes,  but  studying  political  and  economical  science, 
medicine  and  philosophy.  But  he  mingled,  also,  boy  as 
he  was,  Avitli  the  patriots  of  his  time.  He  was  one  o/  the 
"  Sons  of  Liberty,"  and  advocated  the  cause  of  the  Boston 
patriots  as  he  had  opportunity. 

1'lHM-e  appeared  in  November,  1774,  anonymously,  two 
l):iiiil)hlets,  written  withgi-eat  ability,  advocating  the  Tory, 
()!•,  as  they  preferred  to  call  it,  the  Loyalist  views  of  those, 
who,  at  this  time,  were  defending  the  oppressive  measures 
of  I  Ik-  English  Government ;  their  titles  were  "Friendly 
Ad(lr(\ss  to  all  Reasonable  Americans  on  the  subject  of  our 
Eolitical  (\)nfusions,"  and  "  Free  Thoughts  cm  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  lli("  C(mtinental  Congress;"  l)oth  "By  a  West- 
(•licster  Faimer."  They  were  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  (after- 
wards Bishop)  Samuel  SEAmifv,  an  intense  Loyalist,  and 
on<'  of  Ww  most  accomplished  vvriters  of  the  tinie.  While 
the  AVhigs  and  Sons  of  Liberty  were  looking,  with  trepida- 
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lion,  IV.r  .s(.rii.'  wjitcr  on  their  side,  who  could  meet  this  able 
:umI    iidroif    :idv.Ms:iry,  and  overthrow  his  specious  aiiiu- 
nn'iits,  tlK'iv  appeared,  also  anonymously,  within  two  w.vks 
after  III--  puhlieation  of  the  Tory  pamphlets,  "A  \  indi<-:i- 
lion  nl"  tli«>  Measures  of  the  Congress  from  the  Calunini.'s 
of  tli<ir  I'iii.nilHs,  in  answer  to  a  Letter  under  the  Signature 
of  A    \V<'st<'li('st«'r  Farmer,"  embracing,  in  addition,   '■  A 
(Imcral    Address  to   the   Inhabitants  of    America,  and  a 
l)arli<Milar  Address  to  tlie  Farmers  of  the  Province  of  New- 
VorU,""  by  '■  A  Fiiend  of  America.'"     This  reply  was  in  no 
i-es|»e<'t  inferior  to  tin*  pamphlets  which  had  called  it  forili  ; 
in   learuiui:-,  in  argument,   in  eloquent  appeal,   and  in  its 
conipleie  deuiolition  of  the  ''Farmer's"  positions,  it  was 
superior  to  iheni.      Who  wrote  it  ?  was  the  univeisal  ques- 
tion.     1 1  was  attributed,  by  both  parties,  to  William  Liv- 
i.NdsToN  oi'.loiiN  ,1 AV,  the  ablest  men  ou  the  Liberal  side,  bm 
both  deuie<l  its  a  uthorship.     The  controversy  went  on  :  the 
Westcliesler  l"\irnier  appearing  with  two  more  pamphlets, 
one   a(hlresse(l    to  tlu'  "  A'ery  accomplished  writer  of  the 
N'imlicalion  :"  and  to  these  thatwriter  replied  Fel)ruary  f), 
1 77.').  w  i  I  h  a  st  i  1 1  m(  )re  crushing  answer,  to  which  the  Fanner 
never  uia(h'  ivply.     When  it  was  iinally  proved  that  tliese 
]>o\vei-ful  viinlicationsof  the  Liberal  cause  were  from  thei)en 
of  .\i.i;.\AM)KK  Hamilton,  astudentin  King' s  College,  wlio 
had  just  i)assed  his  eighteenth  birthday,  the  Tories  were 
roufoinuh'd,   ami   the  Mends  of  Liberty  encourag<'d  and 
strengt  iiened.     We  must  pass  rapidly  over  the  subse(]nent 
events  (d"  M  r.  1 1  v  m  i  i/r(»N's  wonderful  career.    Btfoiv  gradu- 
atinu-,  he  had  studied  diligently  military  tactics,  and  quali- 
lic'd"  himself  to  command  a  company.     He  had  also  made 
an  (deo-ant  and  tdVective  address  to  the  merchants  ol  .NVw- 
York,'  whi.di  brought  them  into  hearty  co-operation  with 
tin*  Kevolutionarv  i)arty. 

Tn  Mar(di,  1770,  when  but  19  years  of  age,  he  ^vas  rnn.- 
nussioned  a  Captain  of  Artillery,  by  the  Provincial  or  Mae 
(^>uo,vss,  and  served  with  credit  at  the  bai^th-s  ol  Long 
Island,  White  Plains,  Trenton  and  Princeton  Ins  (  o.npa  > 
being  admirably  drilled,  and  both  they  ^^^ f  J^"  '  j 
exhibiting  undminted  courage.     He  was  at  this  tnne  l..n 
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of  complexion,  slender,  somewhat  below  the  average  size, 
and  though  boyish  in  stature,  and  looking  even  younger 
than  he  was,  he  i)ossessed  an  energy,  dignity  and  military 
bearing,  which  ])i'oduced  the  most  perfect  obedience  in  all 
his  command. 

A  year  later,  when  just  twenty,  he  was  made  one  of 
Wasiiix(;tox's  Aids-de-Camp,  became  soon  his  j^rivate 
Secretary,  and  assisted  in  planning  campaigns.  He  re- 
mained with  the  Commander  in  Chief  till  February,  1781, 
when  he  was  twenty-four  years  old.  In  December,  1780, 
he  married  a  daughter  of  Cxeneral  Schuyler.  In  July, 
1781,  he  became  commander  of  a  New- York  battery,  and 
captured,  on  October  14,  1781,  a  redoubt  at  Yorktown. 
After  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  he  apx:)lied  himself  to 
the  study  of  the  law,  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1782-83, 
and  Chaii-man  of  important  Committees.  He  returned  to 
the  practice  of  law  in  New- York  City  in  August,  1783,  and 
soon  took  the  lead  in  his  i)rofession,  though  the  bar  of 
New-York  was  at  that  time  very  brilliant  and  able.     He 
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still  took  a  lively  interest  in  j)olitical,  iinancial  and  social 
matters  ;  protected  the  Tories  from  persecution  ;  was  active 
in  establishing  the  Ijauk  of  New- York  ;  helped  to  found 
an  Anti-Slavery  Society  ;  studied  intently  the  question  of 
the  Union  t)5.  the  Confederation  ;  was  a  member  of  the  New- 
York  Legislature  in  January,  1787,  and  one  of  the  dele- 
gates and  the  most  active  mem])er  in  the  National  Conven- 
tion to  foi-m  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  In  that 
Convention  he  advocated  and  carried  the  doctrine  of  implied 
])owei's,  l)y  which  the  Constitution  was  made  the  broad, 
com])i-ehensive  and  enduring  charter  of  a  nation's  rights, 
which  it  Ix^came.  A  large  part  of  the  Constitution  was 
from  his  pen.  lie  adxocated  and  carried  its  ratification  be- 
fore the  New-York  State  Convention;  defended  it  in  a 
sei'ies  of  essays,  afterwards  published  as  "■  Hie  Federalist,''' 
in  which  he  was  jissisted  by  Madison  and  Jay;  was  ap- 
])ointed  Seci'elary  of  the  Treasury  in  September,  1789,  and 
in  .lannaiy,  17i)(),  ])rcs('ntcd  a  ]'e])()rt  and  plans,  which  res- 
cued th(!  natifui  from  banki'uj)tcy,  and  became  the  basis  of 
its  iinancial  system,  restoring  its  credit  at  home  and  abroad. 
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II.-  p)-o|,<r,<..|  i.l:insfor  fiindino-  the  national  debt,  for  as- 
suming i|,„sr  (,r  til.'  several  States,  for  receiving-  and  dis- 
posi.i^r  of  til.'  piihlie  lands,  for  obtaining  revenue  from 
I>iil)li«-  lands,  and  from  imposts  by  a  protective  tariff,  for 
.'I  iiiinl.  and  :i  national  bank.  He  remained  at  Ins  post  for 
six  yrars,  and  having-  i)erfected  all  liis  plans,  restored 
pnblic  cr.-dif.  witnessed  the  revival  of  trade  and  industry. 
Im'  r.'si^r,,,.,!  j,,  .Ian nary,  1795,  and  returned  to  liis  Icnaj 
praclicc.  r.iit  lie  was  too  much  of  a  statesman  and  publicist 
to  lay  down  his  pen  and  relinquish  his  interest  m  ])ublic 
all'airs.  lb-  advocated  neutrality  in  the  French  Revolu- 
tionary strn<r,i:le.  and  su].ported  Jay's  treaty  with  great 
ability,  lb-  assisted  in  the  in'ei:»aration  of  Washington's 
"  l''are\\ell  Address."  In  1707  he  declined  the  position  of 
Chief  .Inst ice  of  the  I'nited  States.  In  1798,  in  consc- 
(pience  of  the  hostile  action  of  the  French  Directorv,  the 
>\rrny  was  re-or.iianized.  Wastiixgton  taking  the  chief 
coininand.  and  Hamilton  second  in  command,  as  Major- 
(fcneral  and  lns])e('tor-(^eneral.  On  the  death  of  Wasif- 
IN(JT(>N,  in  December,  1790,  Hamilton  succeeded  him  as 
Connnander-in-Chief,  but  the  Army  was  soon  disbanded. 

AV  hen  1  he  I  louse  of  Representatives  were  called  to  choose, 
in  l''ebnnii-y,  1801,  between  Jefferson  and  Bikk,  the  two 
candidales  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the 
Presidency.  Hamilton  advised  his  friends  to  vote  for 
.Ii:ffki:so.\  ;  and  when,  in  1804,  Burr  was  a  candidate  for 
(governor  of  New-York,  IIa:\iilton  opposed  his  election,  as 
a  dangvrous  man,  unfit  to  be  trusted  Avith  poAver.  Birr 
was  di'feated.  and  attril)uting  his  defeat  to  Hamiltox.  chal- 
lenged him  to  a  duel.  Hamilton  was  opposed  to  duelling, 
but  for  once  in  his  life  he  made  the  mistake  of  accepting 
the  challenge,  and  (m  July  11,  1804,  met  his  adversary  at 
Weehawken.  was  niortaliy  wounded,  and  died  the  f..l- 
lowinu-  day  in  this  City.  ' Since  the  founding  of  the  J{.-- 
l>ubli(.  no  man  of  greater  gifts,  of  more  ardent  patiiotism, 
oi-  more  untiring  industry,  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
its  councils. 
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Ix  the  political  and  financial  history  of  our  country  for 
the  last  hundred  years  and  more,  there  have  been  many 
masters  of  linance,  who  would  have  achieved  high  honors 
in  any  country,  and  who  have  rescued  our  nation  from 
seemingly  impending  ruin.  Among  these  heroes  of  finance 
Ave  may  name  Robeut  Mohkis,  the  illustrious  banker  of  the 
Revolution  ;  Alexandeh  Hamilton,  who  delivered  the 
nation  from  bankrui:ttcy,  and  gave  it  a  credit  unsurpassed 
at  that  time  l)y  any  other  nation  ;  Albert  Gallatix,  who 
remained  in  office  for  twelve  eventful  years,  and  AA'liose 
financial  ability  was  as  conspicuous  as  his  statesmanship. 
Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  Salmon  P.  CiiAS]-:,  the 
l)rojector  of  tlie  national  banking  law",  wdio,  with  his 
al)le  lieutenants  in  the  Senate,  William  P.  Fessenden  and 
Joiix  SiiKRMAX,  i^rovided  for  the  bankrupt  treasury  the 
means  of  conducting  a  great  war ;  Willi  aim  P.  Fessendex, 
whose  nine  months'  service  was  illustrious  for  its  reduction 
of  the  gold  premium  ;  Hugh  McCullocii,  whose  man- 
agement was  judicious  and  able,  looking  to  the  rapid 
reduction  of  the  national  debt ;  and,  after  a  little  further 
interval,  John  Siiermax,  whom  twenty  years  of  financial 
experience  had  made  wise,  in  laying  such  foundations  for 
tlic  nation's  wealth  and  pi-osperity  as  should  prove  per- 
manent ;  the  man  who  perfected  the  national  banking 
system,  funded,  at  low  i-ates  of  interest,  the  remainder  of 
the  n:ition:d  debt,  and  bi'ought  about  resumption  of  specie 
]):iym('iils  without  shock  oi-  financial  disturbance.  Of  living 
iinancicis  in  this  countiy  or  Europe,  he  is  easily  chief,  and 
thegl()wing(Mdogy  whicli  tlic  late  Hem.  AVilli.\m  E.  DoD(;e, 
a(hlressed  to  him  in  lA'biimry,  187'.),  as  the  bearer  of  a 
(•(mgratuhilory  letter  to  him,  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, did  not  exceed  his  merits:  "You  will  henceforward 
1)1'  known  ;is  Secretary  of  the  Ti-easuryof  the  United  States, 
ill  I  he  second  great  epoch  of  the  nation's  finnncial  history, 
as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  national  banking  law,  as  the 
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msfoiv,-  of  .1...  jn.hlic  credit,  and  the  siicce.sf,.]   fundrror 
till'  iialioiial  di'l»t.'' 

With  all  lioiior,  thon,  to  those  tinancial  princes  win,  1,m[ 
pivccdrd  l.iMi,  u<.  must  o-ive  still  liiglier  praise  to  the  rio|,t 
I'oyal  woi'U  of  (,iir  inodern  monarch  of  finance. 

.Foirx  SiFKUMAX  was  bom  in  Lancaster,  Fairfield  County 
Ohio,  May  KHli,  1828,  bein-  the  eighth  child  of  lloi,! 
Cir.MM.Ks  R.  Smkumax,  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  ..f 
Ohio,  and  Mai:v  (IIovt)  Siiicrman.  He  was  of  exH^licnt 
liiK'agc,  his  am-cstors  having  been  for  more  than  two 
huudivd  and  fifty  years  in  the  country,  and  two  hundred 
ill  Kiiglaiid,  of  that  intelligent,  npright,  GoD-fearing  class, 
which  has  fiiniish.'d  our  ablest  lawyers,  judges  and  ])ro- 
fcssioiial  iiicii.  K<M,i;ii  SIIEl^'\fA^'^,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Drclaralioii  of  liide])endence,  w^as  from  another  bi-ancli  of 
the  saiiif  family.  Nejirly  a  dozen  Judges  of  the  liighcr 
('(Mirfs,  as  \,cll  as  many  eminent  professional  men,  Juive 
hoiioivd  the  Siii;ii.MAN  name  since  1634,  the  dateof  the  first 
scflloiiiciit  in  this  country.  H(m.  Ciiakles  E.  Siieiiman, 
fill'  fat  her  of  John,  was  a  man  of  mark,  both  in  Connecticut, 
AN  here  he  was  bom  and  educated,  and  in  Ohio,  to  which 
Sfafe  he  removed  in  1811,  and  where  he  died.  He  was 
eminent  as  a  lawyer,  and  was  appointed  by  President 
M 1  )XK(  )K,  Collector  of  Internal  llevenue.  By  the  defaulting 
of  two  of  his  de})uties  he  became  financially  embarrassed. 
Ill  !S"j:i  he  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  Judge  of  the 
Sui)ivme  Court  of  the  State,  but  was  cutoff  by  a  sudden 
illness,  in  ISt?!).  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  term,  and  the  forty- 
first  of  his  age,  leaving  eleven  children,  between  the  ages 
(d' eighteen  years  tind  six  weeks,  with  very  limited  means 
for  their  su|»])ort.  Mrs.  Siiermax  was,  however,  a  woman 
of  the  highest  character,  and  of  excellent  capacity  for 
business.  Friends  and  relatives  gathered  about  her,  and 
ollVu-ed  to  take  her  children,  and  bring  them  uj)  as  worthy 
descendants  of  tlie  beloved  Judge.  Four  of  them  were  tli us 
taken,  one  (afterward  General  AV.  T.  Siiei^.max)  by  Hon. 
Tiio  M  AS  EwiN(;,  and  Joiix  by  his  kinsman,  John  SiiKiiMAX, 

a  nuMvhant  of  Mount  Yernon,  Ohio,  where  it  was  expecf-d 
he  would  be  educated  and  trained  for  business.     It  wa.s 


78  POKTEAIT   GALLERY. 

two  years  after  Lis  father  s  death,  before  he  went  to  Mount 
Vernon,  and  tliose  years  were  s])ent  under  liis  mother's 
careful  ti-ainin^u'.  TT(^  i-eniaincd  in  Mount  \>rnon  I'onr 
years,  and  was  in  ychocjl  most  of  the  time,  where  he  made 
remarkal)le  proficiency  in  liis  studies,  and  became  well 
ii'roundcd  in  Latin  and  matht  luatics.  J^'iom  there  he  was 
taken  by  his  sister  to  Lancaster,  and  placed  under  the 
instruction  of  Mr.  S.  C.  Howi:,  wliose  school  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  in  the  Western  States.  Here  he  continued 
foi- tlncc  y(-ars,  and  was  prepared  to  enter  the  Sophomore 
year  in  college,  but  he  had  not  the  means  to  defray  his 
college  expenses.  He  engaged,  therefore,  as  junior  rodman 
on  the  ]\luskingum  Lnprovement.  He  remained  for  two 
years  on  this  imiDrovement,  gaining  in  health  and  strength 
and  knowledge  of  men,  and  sustaining  himself.  In  1839 
he  returned  to  Lancaster,  and  resumed  his  studies,  but  in 
the  spring  of  ]84(),  his  older  brother,  Chakles  T.  Sherman, 
who  was  in  a  good  practice,  invited  him  to  Mansfield  to 
assist  him  in  liis  office  while  i^repfn'ing  for  college.  Here 
he  found  :in  uncle,  Judge  Parker,  an  eminent  schoLu-  and 
jurist,  who  took  a  great  interest  in  him,  and  directed  his 
studies.  At  the  Judge's  advice,  he  devoted  the  whole  of 
tlic  next  four  years  to  law  studies  instead  of  (^ntei-ing 
college.  He  became  very  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
l>est  legal  Avorks,  and  in  his  brother's  oflice  had  considerable 
])ra('-ti('e.  ^^'hen  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was 
unusually  well  prepai-ed  for  admission  to  the  bar.  For 
a  full  yeai-  befoic  lliis  lime,  he  was  able  to  moi'e  than 
]iay  his  way.  and  on  his  graduation  Avas  at  once  admitted 
as  an  <M|n;il  ii;iiliiei'  in  liis  lirother's  l)usiness.  He  remained 
in  jiai-tneisliip  with  his  brother  for  ten  years,  and  such  was 
Jiis  success  llial  he  became  the  trusted  counsellor  of  some 
of  lli(^  lai'ge  railroad  lines,  and,  among  others,  of  the 
l*iltsbui-g.  l''ort  WayiK'  and  ('hicago,  of  which  he  Avas,  and 
slill  is,  a  director.  During  all  this  time,  he  laid  up  more 
than  $],()()(»  a  yeaifi'oiu  his  earnings,  and  made  some  A'en- 
tures  in  land  and  manufactures.  Avhich  have  turned  out 
well. 

Ml'.    SiiEii.AiA.N    was    married    in    1848   to   Miss   Cecilia 
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Stkwakt,  of  Mansiidd,  who  lias  proved  to  be  all  that  a 
^•()()(1  wif.'  should  l)e,  and  has  exerted  an  admirable  intliiriKv 
on  his  chaiacter. 

Mr.  Siii,i;ma.\  was  first  elected  to  the  Thiity-fouiili 
CoTi.irivss,  in  isr)4,  and  took  his  seat  in  December.  bS'.'). 
Jb'  \v:is  .•j.-ci.'d  Its  a  Free  Soiler,  or  opponent  ol"  shnci-v 
cxtcnsiiMi.  1)>  ihe  elements  which  afterwards  ci ystalli/.cll 
into  Ihe  J{«.*|»id)lican  party. 

Mr  sn|.iiort('<l  Xathamel  P.  Baxks  for  Speaker,  who 
was  Jinally  <'It'('t('d  on  a  plurality  vote,  after  133  ballot- 
in^^s.  .Ml'.  Siikiimax  was  i)laced  on  the  Committee  on 
F'oi't'inii  .\IVairs.  but,  as  a  new"  member,  was  not  entrusted 
with  the  lead  on  any  very  important  topics.  He  nuuh' a 
vi;;-oi-ous  o]ii)osition  to  the  bill  for  adjusting  the  French 
S/)oliat/'o/i  Clahus,  and  secured  its  defeat ;  took  part,  on 
the  Kt-pulilicaii  side,  in  the  Kansas  debate,  and  made  a 
powerlu!  and  fearless  repoii;  on  the  outrages  on  the  Isalhtt 
and  I  he  murders,  (•(»inmitted  there.  He  was  re-elected  to  the 
'riiirlyliflh.  Thirty-sixth  and  Thirty-seventh  Congresses, 
and  soon  to(»k  a  high  position  as  an  able,  clear-headed  and 
fearless  debater,  and  a  legislator  of  great  skill  in  all  linan- 
<'ial  (luestions,  who  could  not  be  swerved,  by  any  inthuince. 
from  any  ].osition  which  he  believed  to  be  right.  He  showed 
very  socm  his  thorough  mastery  of  the  questions  of  finance, 
and  he  became  a  terror  to  the  corruptionists,  then  in  power 
in  the  ilei)artments.  He  was  in  the  minority,  but  his  able 
reports  showed  the  people  and  CongTess  what  an  earthquake 
there  w(mld  be,  when  the  Republicans  came  into  power. 
In  ti»t>  'IMiirtv-sixth  Congress  he  was  a  prominent  can<lidate 
for  Sp(>aker,'  havin-  a  plurality  of  votes,  and  steadily  gain- 
in..-  till  the  thirtv-ninth  ballot,  when  he  withdrcAv,  ami  hve 
(hns  later,  on  the  fort v-fourth  ballot,  Mr.  Penni.ngto.x,  oi 

New-.)ersev,  a  Hepwl>^i^"»»'  was  elected.     Mr.  Pk^'^'i^-'^'''''^; 
nuule^Ir.SnKiiMANChairmanoftheConrmitteeotW|.ysand 

Means.     It  was  a  trying  position,  in  the  last  hnll  ot   1  resi- 
dent HiciiANAN's  administration,  and  reqni.ed  thorough 
knowledge  of  finance,  and  a  fearless,  but  not  a  quarrelsome 
siurit      The  credit  of  the  United  States  was  very  low ;  the 
national  debt  was  ^6->,000,000  ;  on  this  the  Government  .as 
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coinpplled  to  pay  12  per  cent,  interest,  and  a  loan  of  twenty 
millions,  offered  at  88,  could  not  find  purcliasers.  A  civil 
war,  or  a  disruption  of  the  Government  was  believed  by 
many  to  he  i^ending.  Mr.  Sherman  began  by  retrenching 
expenses  in  all  directions,  breaking  up,  as  far  as  ]3ossible, 
the  frauds  which,  in  the  Navy  and  other  departments,  were 
drawing  the  life  blood  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Sherman  did 
what  he  could  to  help  tlie  national  credit,  but  the  President 
(Buchanan)  had  become  very  much  otfended  by  the  inves- 
tigations into  frauds  in  the  Navy  Department,  and  thwarted, 
by  ever^Mueans  in  his  power,  the  measures  he  proposed. 
Mr.  SiiEiniAN  was  re-elected  to  the  Thirty-seventh  Con- 
gress ;  but  liefore  he  could  take  his  seat,  was  elected  Senator 
in  phice  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,  apx)ointed  by  President 
Lincoln,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Here  was  a  held  for  his  abilities  altogether  new.     The 
war  had  come,  and  there  was  great  need  of  money,  in  large 
sums,  while  the  Treasury  was  entirely  bankrupt ;  not  even 
the  112,000,000  left  of  the  $20,000,000  loan,  offered  in  Mr. 
Buchanan's  administration,  could  be  placed  at  any  reason- 
al)l('   rate.     Trade   was  at  a  standstill,    and  no  revenues 
coming    in,    yet  hundreds    of    millions    of    dollars    were 
needed  at  once.     ^\v.  Chase  was  a  financier  of  extraordi- 
nary ability,  but  he  felt  relieved  to  find  in  the  Senate,  some 
.strong-  counsellors   on  whom  he   could  lean.      Foremost 
among  these  were  Senators  Sherman  and  Fessenden,  both 
subse(piently  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury.     Mr.  SiierjiIAN, 
thoroughly  ti-ained  by  his  Congressional  experience  and 
his  ])r('vi(jus  studies  in  financial  matters,  was  ready  to  pro- 
pose  and   cany    llirough   great   and  bold,    ])ut   judicious 
action.     Siii:i;m.\.n    and    Fessenden  were  in  i)<^i'f<^<'t  li^ii'- 
mony  ;  the  latter  was  Cliainnan  of  the  Finance  Conmiittee 
at  tliis  time,  but  Siii:kman  was  his  prompt  and  able  lieu- 
tenant.    A    bill   authorizing   "tlie  issue  of  United  States 
notes,  and  for  Ihe  i'(Ml('ni]»tion   and  funding   thereof,  and 
for  funding  iln;  floating  debt  of  the  United  States,"  was 
l)rought  foi-\vard,   ably  advocated  by  Mr.   Shkrman,  and 
passed.     A  l)ill  for  issuing  National  Bonds  and  Treasury 
Notes  followed  ;  then  a  bill  for  creating  National  Banks, 
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hns.Ml  0:1  I'tiitfMl  States  Bonds,  and  fiirnisliinn- all  the  our- 
ri'Ury  for  tli»'  country  ;  and  a  l)ill  for  taxing  all  bank  l)ills, 
111.;  issues  of  State  banks,  till  they  were  taxed  out  of  exist- 
ence. 'I'hese  great  measures,  proposed  and  perfected  by  a 
sin-^le  Oongn'ss,  were  a  sufficient  task  for  the  powers' of 
any  three  men  ;  but  they  were  completed,  and  the  gigantic 
niacliineiy  of  a  great  war  kept  in  motion  by  them. 

1 1  is  fiot  necessary  that  we  should  make  any  comparison 
l»elueeii  ilie  three  linaucial  giants  by  whom  this  Avoik  was 
accomplished  ;  no  a) )ler  financiers  have apj)eared  in  modern 
times,  or  achieved  a  greater  measure  of  success;  but  each 
worked    ill    his  own  held,  though  in  perfect  harmony  with 
t  he  ( »i  liei  s.    As  t  he  war  went  on,  and  the  expenses  increased 
from   s-j, 000. 0(10  to  sM.(i()(),0()()  a  day,  and  yet  no  attempt 
was   made   to  place  these  gigantic  loans   abroad,  but  oui- 
own  peo]»|e  absorl)fd   them  rapidly,  other  nations  looked 
on  with  ama/emeiit,  and  asked,  where  all  this  would  end. 
'rw(>   years    later   our    national    debt  had   reached  about 
>^:{,()(i(»,(KM»,(HK»  ;    gold   had  touched  285;  Mr.  Chase  had 
resigned,    and   accept(>d    a    seat    on    the    Supreme    Court 
Heucli    as  Chief   Justice,  and  Mr.  Fessexdex  had  taken 
liis  place;    Mr.   Siikkmax  was  Chairman  of  the  Financi' 
Committee,   and   indisputably  the  ablest  financier  under 
the    (^overiiiiient.     The   problems   to   be  solved  were  the 
rmiding  of   our    bonds    at    lower    rates    of  interest,    the 
paying    oil'   of    the    debt,    or   at  least  reducing    it    nioiv 
rapidly  than  any  nation  had  ever  done;  the  enforcing  of 
an  income  tax  and  internal  revenue  duties,  and,  though  yet 
in  the  somewhat  dim  distance— a  matter  to  be  considered 
:,ml  pre])aivd  for— the  resumption  of  specie  payment  within 
a  reasonable  peritnl.     To  these  tasks  the  Secretaries  ol  the 
Treasurv,    Fkssenden  and  McCulloch,  addressed  tliem- 
selves,  but  without  the  aid  of  Mr.  Shermax  in  tlie  Senate 
thev  would  have  been  powerless.     It  was  thoug-lit  a  master 
stroke  wluMi  th^  7.S0  notes  were  paid  off  from  1 1."  p.-re-.h 
of  Fi  ve-Twentv  six  per  cent,  bonds  at  par  ;  but  the  changing 
of  the  latter  into  Five  per  cents  (the  Ten-forties,)  4,  per 
cents   4  p.u-  cents  and  3  per  cents,  caused  great  astonisii- 
ml^t'abroad,  while  the  steady  reduction  of  the  debt  from  it. 
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maximum  of  |2, 756, 431, 371  ascertained  debt  (and  over 
8500,000,000  of  unfunded  debt,)  to  $1,700,000,000  before  the 
resumption,  and  to  $1,150,000,000  since,  have  surpassed  any- 
thing the  world  lias  ever  seen.  AVhen,  after  sixteen  years 
of  service  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Sherman  took  his  place  as 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  March,  1877,  the  measures  look- 
ing to  resumj)tion,  which  he  had  carried  through  Congress 
for  tif teen  years,  were  all  Avorking  perfectly,  and  the  way  was, 
in  most  respects,  prepared.  The  paying  off  of  the  debt  and 
the  reduction  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  had  reduced 
the  price  of  gold  to  103,  and  now  it  remained  that  there 
must  be  a  sufficient  amount  of  gold  coin  and  fractional 
silver  coin  in  the  Treasury,  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it 
under  the  Resumption  Act,  passed  in  1875,  which  provided 
for  actual  resumption  January  1,  1879.  This  Act  had  been 
drawn  and  passed  under  Mr.  Sherman's  OAvn  eye.  It  was 
necessary,  or  at  least  desirable,  that  no  bonds  should  be 
issued  to  purchase  specie,  and  that  no  purchases  of  specie 
should  l)e  made  from  foreign  countries  to  facilitate  resump- 
tion. Mr.  Sherman  managed  the  whole  business  admirably. 
It  was  one  of  his  maxims,  that  ''the  quickest  way  to  bring- 
about  resumption  was  to  resume,"  and  that  there  would  not 
be  required  a  very  large  amount  of  sj)ecie  for  this  purpose, 
inasmuch  as  most  persons  would  prefer  paper  to  gold,  as 
more  portable,  if  they  were  convinced  that  the  paper  could 
1)6  converted  into  gold,  anywhere  and  at  any  time,  without 
loss.  Confidence  was  a  much  larger  element  in  resumption 
than  coin.  Still,  it  was  dcsii-ible  to  have  such  an  accumu- 
lation of  specie  in  llu'  Trc^asury  as  to  prevent  all  jiossi- 
bility  of  any  panic,  lie  had  accumulated  in  this  way  by 
the  close  of  1878  a  coin  reserve  to  the  amount  of  $138,000,000. 
The  ])recautions  were  more  than  sufficient.  Very  little  coin 
was  diawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  even  that  little  Avas 
speedily  retained  and  deposited  in  the  Treasury,  so  that 
in  JanuaiN .  1880,  there  was  $135,430,474  of  gold  coin  in  the 
Treasury,  only  about  $2,5()4,()00  less  than  before  resunq^- 
tion,  while  the  silver  coin  had  increased  from  $3,697,338  to 
$28,147,351  in  July,  1879.  But  this  great  work  of  resump- 
tion, the  greatest  ever  attempted  by  mortal  man,  was  not 
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:iccoinj)llsh('(l  without  ^a-eat  labor,  mucli  violent  oppoeution, 
distraction  and  abuse,  such  as  fewmen  could  have  withstood. 
Now,  everybody  rejoices  at  it.  And  it  is  w^orthv  of  reniarlv, 
that  diiriii<z:  all  this  strug-gle,  Mr.  Shermax  was  workini^ 
steadily  to  jediice  taxation,  by  the  repeal  of  the  internal 
revenue  taxes,  except  on  liquors  and  tobacco,  and  by  sucii 
modilicalions  of  the  tariff  as  Avere  possible.  No  man  ever 
deserved  more  fidly  than  Mr.  Sherman  the  honors  conferr<>d 
oil  liiiii  by  till-  (Miand)erof  Commerce  in  1879,  in  giving  to 
liis  heaiilifiil  full  leiigtii  jjortrait  of  life  size,  the  place  of 
honor  ill  tln'ir  collection  of  eminent  statesmen  and  mer- 
chants. 

Ill  March,  ISSj.  Mr.  Sherma:^  retired  from  the  Treasury, 
liaviiig  been  |»reviously  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
in  which  he  took  his  seat.  Upon  the  death  of  Yice-Presi- 
deiil  IIkndrkks,  in  1885,  Mr.  Sherman  Avas  elected  Presi- 
dent pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  which  position  he  resigned  in 
March,  ISST.  lie  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  January, 
188(5,  for  the  term  commencing  March  4,  1887,  and  ending 
March  4,  181):?,  and  is  now  in  vigorous  health  and  strength 
a  HRMuber  of  that  body. 


DE   WITT   CLINTON. 

Tt  is  over  sixty  years  since  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  most 
distinguished  scion  of  the  Clinton  family,  passed  away; 
and  while  New- York  has  lost  and  still  retains  many 
statesmen  and  scholars,  whose  names  will  be  illustrious 
while  the  world  stands,  on  no  one  of  them  have  more 
lionors  been  bestowed,  and  not  one  of  her  sons  has  better 
deserved  them  than  De  Witt  Clinton.  Yet  Mr.  Cllnto.v 
was  not,  at  any  time  in  his  career,  a  popular  man.  He  liaM 
no  personal  magnetism  ;  he  had  the  reputation  ot  Uhu'A 
proud,  cold  and  vindictive,  and  even  his  kindliest  deeds  were 
thou-ht  to  be  accompanied  with  a  reserve  and  re  uctan.e 
whicdi  robbed  them  of  half  their  virtue.  In  the  lapse  oi 
years,  since  his  death,  we  have  learned  that  ^^^'^^^^[11 
charges  were  made  from  partisan  rancor ;  that  a  pau 
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tillen-ntions  were  the  result  of  a  personal  diffidence  and 
reticence  wliicli  lie  had  tried  in  vain  to  overcome;  and 
that  wliile  he  had  cause  for  pride  in  his  lineage,  and  in  his 
own  attainments,  lie  was,  beneath  the  outer  shell  of  his 
reserve,  a  man  of  very  kind  heart  and  genial  disposition. 
But  he  owed  his  success  in  iiublic  life — a  success  which, 
lierhajis,  no  other  man  in  this  country  has  surpassed — to  his 
extraordinary  merits,  in  a  greater  degree  than  to  his  lineage. 
The  Cliktoks  were  a  distinguished  family.  The  family 
name  Avas  that  of  the  Earls  of  Lincoln,  in  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries  ;  and  the  lirst  Governor  Gkoege 
Cli>;tox,  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Colony  of  New- York 
from  1743  to  1753,  was  the  youngest  son  of  Feat^ci!?,  sixth 
Earl  of  Lincoln  ;  his  son,  Sir  He:ney  Clinton,  was  the 
British  general  who  commanded  the  English  army  here, 
during  a  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  another 
branch  of  the  Clinton  family,  though  still  connected,  at 
an  earlier  date,  with  the  Lords  of  Lincoln,  from  which 
De  Witt  Clinton  was  descended.  William  Clinton,  a 
royalist  of  note  in  the  civil  war  in  England,  Avas  an  officer 
in  the  army  of  Ciiaeles  I.,  and  after  the  death  of  that 
monarch,  for  a  long  time  an  exile  on  the  continent.  He 
subsequently  went  to  Scotland,  where  he  married,  and  later 
removed  to  Ireland,  where  he  died,  leaving  one  son,  James 
Clinton,  who  spent  some  time  in  England,  but  returned  to 
Ireland,  after  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  a  captain 
in  Cromwell's  army.  The  son  of  James,  Ciiaeles 
Clinton,  the  grandfather  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  was  a  man 
of  influence,  projierty  and  character,  in  County  Longford, 
Ireland,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  determined  to 
emigrate  to  America,  and  establish  a  colony  of  his  friends 
and  neighbors  in  some  of  the  newer  sections  of  the 
Province  of  New- York.  This  was  in  1729.  There  were 
ninety-four  persons  in  his  colony,  for  whom  he  paid 
passage  money.  They  fell  into  bad  hands.  The  captain 
of  the  vessel  robbed  them  of  all  their  goods  which  he 
could  seize,  and,  though  New-York  was  the  destination 
contracted  for,  landed  tliem  on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts, 
and  left  them  there.     In  1731,   Mr.  Clinton  removed  to 
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Litdr  T^ntM'.M,  now  within  the  bounds  of  Orano-e  Countv 
Hiis  w.'is  flMMi  r.ii  ilie  frontier  of  civilization.  The  inliabi- 
tiitits  ..f  Li(fl.3  Britain  were  obliged  to  fortify  their  houses 
a-ainst  th.-  ij.id.s  of  the  savages.  Mr.  Clinton  took  an 
art  I  v.-  i.ai-t  m  tlie  subsequent  Indian  and  French  war.  In 
ITr-S  |,M  was  cohjnel  of  a  regiment  of  provincial  troops  in 
the  \  .-illi'v  of  tjie  Moliawk,  and  soon  after  Joined  the  main 
army  inidcr  (ieneial  Buadstueet,  and  assisted  in  ihe 
cjipiiin'  of  Fort  Frontenac.  He  died  at  his  residence,  in 
177:?,  in  the  eighty-tliird  year  of  his  age,  leaving  four  sons: 
A  i.i:.\AM.i;i:  and  Chakles,  both  eminent  as  physicians  and 
surgeons  ;  .Iamks,  tlie  father  of  De  Witt,  a  general  in  tiie 
J^•v.plllti<Mlary  war.  and  Geokge,  a  soldier  and  statesman, 
also  a  general,  the  first  Governor  of  the  State  of  New- Y(U-k, 
and  who  eontinned  in  that  ofRce  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
was  siibs.'(|Mently  \'ice-President  of  the  United  States  from 
ISOl  (o  isi-J. 

.Iamks  Cmntov  was  an  ensign  in  the  Provincial  Armv 
in  I7r)7,  at  the  age  of  21  j'ears,  lieutenant  in  17.")S,  captain  in 
17r)l>,  took  part  with  his  father  and  brother  in  the  capture 
of  I"'orl  P'ronlenac,  in  the  same  year,  and  continued  in  ser- 
vlct^  till  the  close  of  the  French  Avar  in  17G3.  He  then 
retiiiiH'd  to  his  farm  in  Little  Britain,  Avliere  he  married 
Miss  Mai:v  Di:  Witt,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons,  Alicx- 
ANDi'.K,  CiiAKi,Es,  De  Witt  aud  George,  all  of  whom 
were  bred  to  the  law,  and  all  but  one  obtained  high  posi- 
tions. Tiu'  father  entered  with  great  zeal  into  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  as  did  his  brother  Georgk.  In  177."!, 
James  Clinton  became  Colonel  of  the  Third  Regini.'iii, 
of  New- York  troops,  and  in  1776  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Brigadier-General.  In  1777  and  1778,  he  was  sta- 
tioned on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  and,  in  the  latter  year, 
threw  the  gigantic  chain  across  the  Hudson,  to  prevent  the 
Britisli  scpuulron  from  ascending  the  river.  In  1779,  (ten. 
Clinton-,  with  his  detachment  of  2,000  men,  joined  Gen. 
SrLi.ivAX  in  traversing  the  Indian  country  in  Western 
New- York,  andelfectually  broke  up  the  Indian  raidson  the 
white  settlements.  He  was  called  by  Gen.  Wasiiin<;ton, 
to  take  the  command  of  the  Northern  army,  alter  ARNe>LU  « 
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treason  in  1780,  a  difficult  niul  important  command,  in 
whicli  lie  acquitted  himself  with  honor.  He  retained  his 
connection  Avitli  the  army  till  the  peace, was  present  at  the 
evacuation  of  New- York  in  1783,  and  then  retired  to  his 
farm  at  Little  Britain.  After  the  war,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Convention  to  ratify  the  Constitution  of  the  Ignited 
States,  a  State  Senator,  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  the  State,  and  held  other  important  ofRces. 
Hh  died  in  1812.  His  eldest  son  was  private  Secretary  to 
his  uncle,  Governor  George  Clinton  ;  the  second  son  w\as 
a  lawyer  in  Orange,  and  the  third,  De  Witt,  was  the  .sub- 
ject of  our  sketch. 

I)i:  Wjtt  Clinton  was  born  at  Little  Britain,  March  2, 
17G9.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the  Grammar 
School  of  his  native  town,  and  he  fitted  for  College  at  Kings- 
ton, where  was  then  the  best  Academy  in  the  State.  He 
entered  the  Junior  Class  in  Columbia  (previously  King's)  Col- 
lege, in  the  spring  of  1784,  the  lirst  student  under  the  new 
title,  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  178G,  and  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  Samuel  Jones,  then  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  in  New- York.  The  Convention  which  met  at 
Poughkeepsie,  June  17,  1788,  to  decide  whether  New- York 
would  accept  and  ratify  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  just  heen  i^romulgated,  was,  perhaps,  the 
most  important  Convention  ever  held  in  the  State.  H  New- 
York  refused  to  accept  it,  the  Constitution  could  hardly 
be  adopted,  and  chaos  would  come  again  ;  yet  there  were 
features  in  it  which  the  New- York  Republicans  did  not 
approve.  Prominent  among  its  members  were  :  Governor 
(iKoKGK  Clin'iox,  its  Pn^sideut,  and  (len.  James  Clinton, 
the  fatlier  of  I)k  Witt,  both  strongly  opposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  iiH'ii  (if  great  iniluence  and  power.  Be 
W'rrr  was  also  present,  though  not  a  member;  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age.  and  a,  law  student.  Alkxander 
H.\.mii;k».n  and  Joiix  .1  w,  IJ.  \l.  Livingston  and  Ja]\[es 
DiANi:.  all  among  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  were 
its  al)l<^  defendei-s.  'Yho  battle  was  long  and  fierce,  the 
debates  lasting  for  six  weeks,  and  each  party  brought  to 
them  all  the  ability,  ("lofpience  and  learning  they  possessed  ; 
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in  tlio  end,  TTamiltox  and  his  friends  secured  the  adoption 
:ind  rntilicntion  of  the  Constitution,  which  took  place  July 
20,  178^.  Tiie  Clintons  voted  against  it  steadily,  hut  \vli.."n 
it  was  adopted  they  ceased  their  opposition,  and  sui)i)()ited 
it  i-i^-lit  loyally.  To  De  Witt  Clinton  this  Conven- 
tion was  an  event  of  great  importance.  He  watched  all  its 
d('l»at«'s  with  tlie  greatest  interest,  and  reported  them  in 
the  colinnns  of  a  New- York  journal,  and  Avhen  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted,  gave  it  his  unqualified  su])port. 

( )ii  the  death  of  his  brother  Alexander  in  1789,  he  was 
ap|)oiiil''d  liis  successor,  as  Private  Secretary  of  Govi'iiior 
(ii;<»i:(;i;  Clinton,  which  iwst  he  filled  till  Governor  Clin- 
ton's retirement,  in  1795,  advocating  the  Republican  doc- 
trines, and  his  uncle's  administration,  vigorously,  in  the 
New- York  press.  In  1797,  he  was  elected  to  the  New- York 
Assembly,  and  in  1798,  to  the  State  Senate,  and  was  vei-y 
active  as  a  lea<h'r  in  both  bodies.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Cuiincil  (»r  Appointment,  and,  differing  from  the  Govci-nor 
on  the(pieslion  whether  the  sole  power  of  nomination  was 
vested  in  the  ( governor,  or  vdiether  it  inhered  in  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  a  convention  w^as  called,  and  Clinton's 
construction  was  adopted.  He  afterwards  doubted  the 
wisdom  of  that  decision,  and,  in  1822,  it  w^as  reversed. 

In  IS02,  1)K  Witt  Clinton,  then  only  thirty-three  years 
of  age,  was  el(>cte(l  United  States  Senator,  and  in  that  body 
(l(>liv<'red  several  speeches,  which  showed  a  profound  know- 
Wdixv  of  international  law,  and  vast  research.  The  speech 
delivered  on  the  Mississippi  question,  on  a  resolulion 
to  take  possession  of  New-Orleans,  because  the  Spanish 
intendante  had  prohibited  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissii)i)i,  was  so  masterly  an  argument,  that  it  elicited  iln- 
liiirhestcomnuMidation  from  the  ablest  jnristsinWashingfon, 
and  defeated  the  resolution.  In  the  summer  of  1803,  Mi'. 
Clinton  was  elected  M^ay or  of  New-York  City,  resigning 
liis  seat  in  the  Senate  to  take  the  position.  He  was  Mayor 
bv  re-election,  from  1803  to  1807,  from  1809  to  181m,  and 
from  1811  to  1814;  and  though  able  men  have  sat  m  the 
Mav(n-'s  chair,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  m  ••mi-  'H 
reo-ard  for  all  the  interests  of  the  City,  in  wise  measures  for 
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its  development,  in  piisliing  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible 
the  action  for  tlie  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal,  to  bring 
the  products  of  other  States  and  sections  to  its  markets, 
:nid  in  the  promotion  of  its  educational,  benevolent  and  re- 
ligious interests,    the   City   has  never  had  a  Mayor  who 
a])])r()ached   him   in  excellence.     With   the    same   official 
])()\vers,  and  an  equally  long  term  of  office,  one  or  two  of 
his  successors  might  have  come  nearer  to  him  than  they 
have  done— but  these  factors  were  wanting.     During  six 
years  of  this  time,  Mayor  ClintojST  was  also  a  State  Senator, 
and  during  that  time,  proposed  and  advocated  laws  covering 
almo>t  the  whole  scope  of  State  and  City  legislation.     In 
the  summer  of  1810  he,  with  his  associates,  the  first  Canal 
Commissioners,    examined  the    Mohawk  Yalley,  and  the 
route  now'  occupied  by  the  Erie  and  Oswego  Canals,  for 
the  pur])ose  of  ascertaining  the  x^racticability  of  construct- 
ing a  cnnal   from  the  Hudson  to  the  Lakes.     The  journal 
which  he  kept  during  that  journey,  is  still  in  print,  and 
is  full  of  interest,  for  its  exposition  of  the  condition  of 
those  sections  of  the  State,  nearly  eighty  years  ago.     In 
1811  Mr.  Clintot^  was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Xew- 
Yoi'k,  and  in  1812,  Avas  nominated  for  the   Presidency,  in 
C'pposi  tion  to  James  Madisox.    The  contest  was  very  bitter. 
Mr.  Clintox  was  nnsnccessfnl,  receiving  89  electoral  votes, 
while  Afi".  Madison  had  128. 

Foi-  sciUic  years  after  this  defeat,  he  withdrew  himself 
vci-y  much  from  political  affairs,  and  entered  with  greater 
zi'al  and  zest  into  litei'ary  pursuits,  while  he  continued  his 
advocacy  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  other  internal  im])rovements 
for  the  benefit  of  commerce.  lie  was,  from  18U  to  1814, 
again  ^Tayorof  New-York,  and  wide  awake  to  its  interests. 
In  1815  his  enemies  defeated  him  as  Mayor  and  Canal  Com- 
missioner. His  ;i(l(li'e.ss  before  the  New- York  Historical 
Society,  in  December,  1811,  on  the -Iroquois,  or  Six  Nations 
of  Indians,  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
learned  of  liis  orations.  He  Avas  one  of  the  earliest  and 
most  efficient  fiieiids  of  the  New-York  Historical  Society, 
Avhich  he  iudud  Inrgely,  both  ])ersonally  and  officially.  Soon 
after  the  teiniination  of  the  war  of  1812-14,  Mr.  Clinton 
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:i;;iiiii  bf'f^au  to  iir^^eiipon  thepeopleancl  the  Legislature,  the 
iH'ccssif  y  of  tliofonsti-uction  of  the  Canals.  A  laigp  meeting; 
of  inllii»'iiti:il  citizens  was  held  in  Xew-York  in  1810,  and  a 
inc'inoiial  of  ^nvat  ability,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Cli>'Tox,  wms 
siibrriiJted,  adopted  and  presented  to  the  Leoi.sl;iture. 
On  the  lolli  day  of  April,  1817,  a  bill  committinp,-  the  Stnte 
to  l!i<'  construction  of  the  Canals  was  passed,  and  .luly  4, 
1817,  the  woi'k  was  commenced. 

Ill  iIh'  r.ill  of  1817  Mr.  Clinton  Avas  elected  Governor  of 
New- Yolk,  abiiost  unanimously.  Inl82()he  was  re-elected, 
and  diiriui;-  both  terms,  aside  from  his  other  duties,  the 
|)rosccution  of  tiie  Canals  to  their  completion  was  pressed 
with  viiror  and  success. 

In  l^-,'-J,  a  Convention  was  held  to  frame  a  new  Constitu- 
tion :  tht-  tcuu  of  the  (Tovernor  s  service  was  made  two 
ycriis.  lit  h:id  i)rrviously  been  three,  as  it  is  now,)  :ind  in 
til.-  :iiiliiiiiu  of  that  year,  Joseph  C.  Yates  was  elected 
(iovt-nioi-  for  I  lie  following  two  years.  In  the  autumn  of 
18-i4,  Mr.  Ci.iM(»N  was  again  elected,  and  held  the  ofRce 
till  his  (h-:illi,  which  occurred  on  the  11th  of  February, 
1828.  In  October,  182o,  the  work  on  the  Canals  was  com- 
])h't«'(l,  and  ( Governor  Clixton  passed  in  triumph  from 
Lake  Krie  to  tlie  Hudson,  greeted  all  along  the  route  with 
the  greatest  expressi(ms  of  joy,  at  the  new  imi)ulse  thus 
iX'wou  to  tlie  Stiite  and  national  commerce.  His  message 
of  .lauuarv  1,  18->8,  breathed  a  spirit  of  the  highest  patriot- 
ism, and  closed  with  this  eloquent  and  impressive  perora- 
tion: "  We  are  inhabitants  of  the  same  land,  children  of 
tlie  same  conntrv,  lieirs  of  the  same  inheritance,  connecte.l 
bv  identitvof  interest,  similarity oflangnageand community 

of  descent,  by  the  sympathies  of  religion,  and  by  all  the 
ligaments  which  now  bind  man  to  man  in  the  closest  bonds 
of  friendship  and  alliance.  Let  ns,  then,  enter  on  the  dis- 
charge of  our  exalted  and  solemn  duties  by  a  course  o 
conciiict  worthy  of  ourselves  and  our  country;  whu-ii  um 
deserve  the  apidause  of  our  constituents,  insure  the  appro- 
bation of  our  own  consciences,  and  call  down  the  benedict   m 

of  the  Supreme  Euler  of  the  Universe."     His  death,  six 
weeks  lat4  -asyery  sudden,  and  called  forth  the  wannest 
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expressions  of  admiration  and  sympathy,  from  all  parts  of 
the  State  and  the  United  States, 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  testified  its  respect  for  his 
memory  in  a  series  of  resolutions,  adopted  at  a  special 
meeting,  held  on  the  ISth  of  February,  one  of  which  Ave 
here  quote,  as  com]))'ehending\  in  a  brief  summary,  the  out- 
line of  an  illustrious  life  : 

"  His  devotion  to  the  cause  of  science  and  literature, 
and  to  the  benevolent  institutions  which  distinguished  the 
l")resent  day — his  successful  efforts  to  promote  schools 
among  the  great  body  of  our  citizens,  whereby  nearly  half 
a  million  of  our  youth  receive  the  benefit  of  education — 
his  genius  in  projecting,  and  his  untiring  zeal  and  energy 
in  carrying  into  effect,  the  great  scheme  of  internal  navi- 
gation, which  has  already  united  the  Hudson  with  the 
inland  seas  of  the  North,  and  will  soon  lead  to  a  similar 
union  with  the  immense  waters  of  the  West,  and  lay  open 
to  the  commerce  of  this  City  fertile  countries,  whose  shores 
are  iu)t  inferior  in  extent  to  the  shores  of  Europe — all  show 
the  superiority  of  his  mind — that  it  was  directed  to  the 
most  patriotic  objects,  and  that  its  efforts  have  been  crowned 
Avitli  the  most  splendid  success." 

De  Witt  CLiXT0]sr  will  be  known  in  the  history  of  our 
country  as  the  promoter  of  education  and  science,  the 
efficient  organizer  of  measures  for  the  development  of  the 
City  and  State,  the  j^atron  and  helper  of  every  form  of 
])enevolent  action,  and  the  founder  and  creator  of  the 
Canal  system  of  JVeio-  YorJc. 


JOHN  A.   KING. 

John  Alsoi»  King,  the  eldest  son  of  Rufus  and  Mary 
King,  was  boi-n  in  New- York,  on  8d  January,  1788,  where 
lie  passed  his  early  years  until  the  appointment  of  his 
father  as  Minister  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  During  the 
residence  of  the  latter  in  London,  liis  two  eldest  sons, 
John  and  Charles,  wer<i  i)upils  in  the  public  school  at 
Harrow,  under  Dr.  Dhury,  where  they  acquired  a  good 
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H;issir;il  (■(liiciitioii,  and  improved  the  vigorous  constitution 
llicy  inlKTJfed,  in  tlie  manly  exercises  and  sports  of  tliis 
cclfhi-atcd  wcliool.  After  the  return  of  his  fntlier  to 
AiinTicM  in  l^(i:5,  John  passed  over  to  Paris,  where  he  Avas 
iiisli  ikI.mI  ill  tile  Fi-cnch  language  and  mathematics.  Ke- 
tiiiiiiiig  homo  tlio  next  year,  he  continued  his  education, 
aixl.  ill  <liio  time,  engaged  in  the  study  of  law  nnder  Kd- 
MiNi)  1*i;ni)Jj:ton,  being  admitted  to  practice  in  the  then 
(!()iirl  of  Clianrciy  in  1809.  In  1810  he  married  Mahy,  the 
(hniglitor  (»f  (JoKXKLius  Hay,  an  honored  mercliant  of 
N^'\v-^'<)l  k,  and  at  that  time  President  of  the  Chamber 
of  ( '(»miiM'ico.  ;Mr.  K I N(i  made  his  residence  in  this  City. 
While  ]>iiisiiing  liis  ])rofession,  the  war  with  England  was 
(i('rlar<'(|  in  181"J,  and  although  he  disapproved  of  such  a 
dcclaralion,  he  felt  that  he  had  but  one  duty,  as  a  good 
cilizi-n,  to  sustain  his  country,  and  asked  for  and  obtained 
from  (iovrriior  Tilmi'KIXS  a  commission  of  Lieutenant  of 
('a\ali\,  ill  whicli  capacity  he  served  in  New-York  until 
tlif  chtso  of  th<'  war. 

Possessed  <if  but  moderate  means,  he  decided,  in  181.1, 
(o  ivniovo  to  the  country,  where  he  bought  a  farm  at 
.laiiiaica,  L.  1.,  near  his  father's  residence,  upon  Avhich  he 
lived  numy  years  of  his  life,  surrounded  by  the  iniluences 
of  a  happy  home,  with  an  increasing  family,  and  with  th.' 
sincere  respect  and  kindly  feeling  of  his  neighbors,  lie 
was  a  laborious  and  active  farmer,  raising  large  crops  by 
his  own  exertions,  and  by  the  introduction  of  the  best 
l>r()cesses,  as  tliey  were  suggested  by  the  improving  know- 
](.doe  on  farm  matters.  A  lover  of  good  stock  and  of 
thorough  bred  animals,  he  was  interested  especially  m  the 
improvement  of  horses,  a  fact  which  showed  itseU  in  his 
HVorts  to  promote  the  formation  of  a  Jockey  Club  on  J.ong 
Island,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  President  and  in 
which  man  V  of  his  friends  were  practical  members,  b(,th  as 
breeders  and  owners  of  celebrated  horses.  His  deep  inter- 
est in  the  political  questions  of  the  day,  and  ^^^ ^^^^^l 
and  nuudy  advocacy  of  the  measures  he  ^^eenied  best  . 
the  intereits  of  the  country,  soon  -^^  ^he  confidence  oh . 
neighbors,  and  he  was  called  by  them  to  represent  tliem 
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in  tlie  Assembly  of  the  State  in  1S19, 1820  and  1821.  These 
were  times  Avhen  the  aspects  of  i^arties  were  changing, 
and  political  feelings  were  deeply  roused  by  the  intrigues 
and  schemes  of  designing  men.  The  breaking  np  of  the 
Federal  party,  to  which  Mr.  Kixg  belonged,  was  one 
of  the  results  of  these  contests,  and  he  arrayed  himself, 
with  many  others,  against  I)e  Witt  Clintox.  Not- 
withstanding this  political  opposition,  he  was  a  firm 
friend  to  the  latter  in  the  making  of  the  Erie  Canal,  of 
whicli  enterprise  he  remained  a  warm  advocate  during  his 
long  life.  In  1824  Mr.  King  was  sent  to  the  Senate  of  the 
State,  and  was  thus  advancing  on  the  road  of  political  pre- 
ferment, when  he  was  appointed  in  1825  by  Mr.  Adams  as 
Secretary  of  Legation  to  his  father  as  Minister  to  the  Court 
of  St.  James.  He  remained  in  that  capacity  in  London, 
until  his  father's  return  home  an  invalid,  and  afterwards 
as  Charge  des  Affaires  nntilthe  arrival  of  the  new  Minister. 
This  residence  was  in  many  respects  a  source  of  pleasure, 
for  he  was  kindly  received,  and  renewed  many  of  the  ac- 
quaintances of  his  former  school  days. 

Returning  to  Long  Island,  he  purchased  from  his  brothers 
the  old  homestead,  to  which  he  removed,  passing  there  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  beloved  and  respected.  Political 
life  was  again  opened  to  him,  and  although  he  was  defeated 
as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  under  the  changed  aspects  of 
the  times,  he  was,  in  1882,  sent  to  the  Assembly,  where  he 
interested  himself  in  the  general  business  of  the  State,  but 
more  particularly  in  procuring  a  charter  for  the  Brooklyn 
and  Jamaica  Railroad,  of  which  he  became  President,  and 
which  was  the  l)eginning  of  the  lines  of  road  which  have 
opened  up  the  Island  in  all  directions. 

In  1S:]9  Mr.  King  was  sent  to  the  National  Convention  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Clay  was  his 
clioict',  butiindinghis  nomination  impossible  he  was  induced 
to  give  liis  vote,  with  that  of  the  State,  for  General  IIariuson. 
In  this  and  suhsecpient  conventions,  when  the  question  of 
the  extension  of  slavery  became  a  leading  question,  Mr. 
King  was  always  faithful  and  earnest  in  his  opposition  to 
this  measure. 
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Iliiviii^r  I, con  elected  to  the  31st  Congress  in  1848,  lie  was 
an  iictive  :i;,r,.nt  in  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
tlic  c<)nipi'o?iiise  measures,  which  looked  to  the  extension 
of  slavery  to  the  new  Territories  acquired  from  Mexico,  luit 
wliicli  ivsiillcd  in  l)ringing  in  California  as  a  free  State,  lor 
wliicli    Ik-   earnestly   contended,    and  which  was  the  first 
clieek    file  advorates  of  slavery  received;  but  the  efforts 
to    |tre\eiit    the    ])assage  of  the  fugitive  slave  hiw  failed, 
thongli  lliat  vei-y  act  was  what  alone  was  wanting  to  rouse 
t'vr'ry  manly  instinct  of  the  Northern  States  to  examine 
into  llie  jxdilleal    as  w^ell  as  moral  character  of  shivery, 
am!  Im  reslijet  it  within  its  then  limits.     Mr.  King  was  a 
(lelegalo  lo  the  conventions  at  which  Generals  Scott  and 
FiMiMoNT   were   nominated  for  the  Presidency.     At  the 
latter    ('((n  vent  ion,    in   1806,   he    earnestly  advocated  the 
rlioiee  <>r  I<'i:i;m(>.\'I",  as  representing  the  voice  of  the  people 
against  slavi-ry.  which  was  then  beginning  to  make  itself 
clearly  heard,     lie  had  been' the  year  before  the  presiding 
oirn-er  (.f  the  (V)nvention  in  the  State  of  New- York,  wlieie 
the  old  Whigs  and  independent  Democrats  were  fused  into 
a  new   Kejinblican  party,  the  war  cry  being  opposition  to 
th(3  extension  of  slavery;    and  in  the  next  year,  though 
^Ir.   l'.r(  iiANAN  was  chosen  President,  the  State  of  New- 
York,   by   a    lai-g(;   nmjority,  gave  its  vote  for  Fremont, 
elected    Mi".    King  as   Governor,    and  at  the   same  time 
declared,  as  he  afterwards,  in  his  inaugural  address,  said 
lie  understood  it  to  be  ''their  deliberate  and  irrevocable 
decree,  that  so  far  as  the  State  of  New- York  is  concern.'d, 
tluM-e  shall  l)e  lienceforth  no  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
Territ<n-ies  of  the  Inited  States;"   "a  resolution  I  most 
nnies(u-vedlv  adopt,  and  am  prepared  to  al)ide  by  it,  at  all 
times,  under  all  circumstances,  and  in  every  emergency 

The  public  schools,  the  Erie  Canal  and  other  great  i..d>lic 
measures  for  the  benelit  of  the  State  and  City,  received  his 
faithful  attention,  and  when  called  upon  in  the  case  ol  m. 
quarantine  riots  and  to  carry  out  the  law  ^^^^^'^f ^^ 
Metropolitan  Police,  he  manifested  such  determine!  h  . 
ness  a  ul  took  such  decisive  steps  that  the  pnbhc  peace  ms 
pre  e  ved    and  the   laws   sustained,   notwithstanding  the 
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•serious  efforts  which  were  made  to  render  them  inopera- 
tive. 

i^fter  the  term  of  liis  office  as  Governor,  to  which  lie 
declined  a  re-nomination,  Mr.  King  attended  the  convention 
Avhich  nominated  Mr.  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency,  and 
then  retired  into  private  life,  from  which  he  w^as  again 
recalled  in  1801,  to  become  a  member  of  the  Peace  Con- 
venti(jn,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  Governor 
Morgan.  Hoping  little  from  its  meetings,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  do  wdiat  he  conld  to  arrest  the  serious  troubles 
Avhich  were  threatening  the  life  of  the  country.  Though 
these  efforts  were  unsuccessful,  Mr.  King  had  the  happi- 
ness to  live  long  enough  to  see  the  country,  after  a  bloody 
war,  restored  once  more  to  i)eace,  with  the  stain  on  its 
escutcheon  removed,  and  advancing  rapidly  on  a  career  of 
prosperity.  As  always  in  his  life,  the  w^elfare  of  his  country 
was  the  theme  upon  which  his  thoughts  were  w^armly  turned, 
and  on  the  4th  of  July,  18G7,  he  addressed  the  students  at 
Union  Ilall  Academy,  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  which  had  prospered 
for  fifty  }'ears,  largely  under  his  fostering  care,  and  com- 
mended to  them  the  care  of  the  flag  of  their  country,  which 
had  just  been  presented  to  them,  telling  them  that  the 
older  men  were  passing  away,  and  that  to  them  Avas  soon 
to  be  committed  the  care  of  that  liag,  and  of  all  it  repre- 
sented ;  a  care  which  must  be  exercised  with  a  deep  sense 
of  responsibility  to  God.  While  thus  speaking  he  fell 
back  into  the  arms  of  his  friends,  and  was  carried  to  his 
liome,  where,  after  lingeiing  a  few  days,  he  died  peacefully, 
surrounded  by  his  sorrowing  family,  on  the  7th  July,  1807, 
at  the  nge  of  seventy-nine. 

Mr.  King's  liberal  and  enlightened  views  as  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  varied  interests  of  the  State  and  City  of 
his  birth,  characterized  his  wdiole  public  life,  and  his  ad- 
vocacy of  every  measure  to  advance  the  commercial  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  City,  obtained  for  him  recognition 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  made  him  an 
honorary  member  of  their  body.  The  State  Agricultural 
Society  and  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society  were 
both  indebted  to  him  as  one  of  their  founders  and  deej^ly 
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inlcn-.stcd  lijeiids  during  Lis  life,  the  former  electing  him 
as  (>n«?  of  tlieir  Presidents,  and  the  latter  one  of'^their 
Vice-l»if.sid«-nls,  AvhiJe  the  Agricultural  College  at  Ovid, 
now  a  \,i\]{  of  Coriu'll  I'mversity,  received  much  of  his 
tiiiK-  and  cnw.  Long  Island,  especially  Queens  County, 
was  constantly  in  his  thoughts,  the  evidence  being  in  liis 
unrciniit.'d  clloits  t(»  iniin-ove  the  roads  and  means  of  trans- 
])ortali(»n,  and  1o  organize  and  support  the  Queens  County 
Agriciiliinal  Society,  of  Avhich  he  was  many  times  the 
I'rrsidtMt. 

lie  was  an  earnest  and  faithful  member  of  the  Protestant 
Kpiscojial  ('liurrh,  in  Avhich  he  had  been  brought  up,  and 
tdwards  wliich  liis  lieart  always  turned  warmlv.  In  the 
C(»nv('nli(in  of  the  Diocese  of  New- York,  and  in  the  Gen- 
<'ral  'rh«'<th>gi('al  Seminary,  his  counsels  were  judicious  and 
prinh-nt,  and  lie  was  ever  ready  to  speak  and  act  so  as  to 
strengthen  tlie  cause  of  religion  and  of  the  Church  of  his 
convictions.  At  his  own  home,  Jamaica,  he  took  an 
cariM'st  part  in  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  educational 
and  rcligit.us  institutions,  and  more  especially  that  of 
Uvnrv  Cliurch,  (tf  which  he  was  Vestryman  and  Warden  for 
many  years,  and  which  received  his  loving  care  and  liberal 
^'ifts,  and  ill  whose  quiet  yard  his  remains  lie.  Mr.  Kin(; 
was  a  member  of  the  New-York  and  Long  Island  Ilistoriral 
Societies,  and  was  a  founder  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Society. 

Mr.  K I  N»;  was  tall  and  well  proportioned  in  person,  qui.-k 
and  graceful  in  liis  movements,  courteous  and  affable  in 
manner,  and  a  good  speaker,  with  a  clear,  powerful  and 
l)leasant  voice.  (\)rrect  and  temperate  in  his  habits  from 
his  youth  up,  he  suffered  none  of  the  evil  effects  of  irregu- 
larity in  life,  but  enjoyed  health  and  vigor  and  all  his  fac- 
ultiti  unimpaired  to  the  close  of  a  long  and  useful  career. 


EDWIN  D.  MORGAN. 
Tmk  c-areer  of  Edwix  Dexiso^  Mokgax,  as  merchant 
and  statesman,  and  particularly  as  war  f  <>^'^;;"^[;;jj  ';' 
State  of  New- York,   will  always  be  read  with  inteiest. 
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Edwin"  D.  Morgan  was  born  in  Washington,  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  February  8tb,  1811.  His  father,  Jasper 
Morgan,  was  a  New-England  farmer,  and  the  son,  there- 
fore, passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the  fields,  and  managed 
to  obtain  some  little  learning  at  the  village  school  during 
the  winter  months.  With  a  common  school  education,  a 
capital  of  37  cents,  and  a  determination  to  win  success,  he 
started  out  at  the  age  of  17  to  seek  his  fortune.  He  went 
to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  there  bound  himself  for  three  years 
as  assistant  to  his  uncle,  a  grocer  of  that  City.  Sucli  was 
his  aptitude  for  trading  that  before  the  end  of  his  term  of 
apprenticeshiiD  he  was  sent  to  New- York  to  purchase  tea, 
sugar  and  corn.  The  last  named  was  then  an  article  of 
import  instead  of  export,  and  young  Morgan  proved  so 
shrewd  and  successful  a  buyer  that,  at  the  age  of  20,  his  uncle 
took  him  into  partnership.  In  1832  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  City  Council  of  Hartford.  In  1833  he  married 
Miss  Waterman,  of  that  City,  and  in  December,  1836,  he 
came  to  New- York.  He  afterwards  formed  a  partnership 
with  a  Mr.  Earle,  and  with  their  savings,  and  $10,000  ad- 
vanced to  them  by  a  Hartford  capitalist,  the  firm  of 
Morgan  &  Earle,  in  1837,  began  business  as  wholesale 
grocers.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  firm  was  dissolved, 
and  Edwin  D.  Morgan  began  business  on  his  own  account. 
His  line  faculty  of  anticipating  the  changes  in  the  market 
was  proverbial,  and  all  his  ventures  seemed  successful. 
While  other  dealers  ofttimes  operated  at  a  loss,  Mr,  Morgan 
reaped  profits.  He  soon  became  known  as  one  of  the 
largest  dealers  in  raw  sugar,  and  handled  tea  and  coffee 
with  successful  results.  Opportunities  which  others 
missed,  he  saw  and  took  advantage  of,  and  he  was  rapidly 
accumulating  a  lai'ge  fortune.  In  1847  he  formed  the 
house  of  E.  1),  Morgan  &  Co.,  taking  as  xxirtners  his 
cousin,  (.tK<)R(;io  I).  Morgan,  and  his  two  former  clerks, 
John  T.  Tkrrv  and  tSoLON  Humphreys.  These  three 
partners  chiefly  conducted  the  business,  Mr.  Morgan 
having  determined  upon  a  political  career.  In  1849  Mr. 
Morgan  was  elected  President  of  the  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen,  a  body  which  was  then  composed  of  eminently 
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rf'spect.iblo  incirliants  and  men  of  standing.  During-  the 
clioleni  i-avnges  in  the  City  he  was  unremitting  in  his  ex- 
ertions for  the  sick  and  dying,  visiting  the  hospitals  and 
giving  of  Ills  own  means  to  alleviate  the  distress  and  suf- 
fering which  tlien  existed.  In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  iSenate  from  the  Sixth  District  of  New-York,  and 
served  two  terms  in  that  body,  being  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Coniniittee,  and  President  ^ro  tern,  for  both  terms. 
Jle  (i(!clin«M|  ;i  third  term,  and  in  1855  was  appointed  Com- 
inissiontT  of  Kinigi-ation,  a  position  at  that  time  held  by 
sorn»!  of  the  l)est  citizens  of  Xew-York.  This  oflTice  he 
held  fill  1S58.  In  the  meantime,  as  the  "Whig  party,  of 
wiiicli  Mr.  Mni:(;.\x  was  a  member,  liad  become  merged  in 
tln!  JJrpublican  ]»nrty,  he  joined  the  latter,  and,  in  fact, 
was  one  of  its  founders.  lie  was  Vice-President  of  the 
^'atiollal  Convention  in  May,  1856,  at  which  the  party  was 
organized,  aiul  was  made  Chairman  of  the  National  Coni- 
Miillee,  and  presided  a  few  months  later  at  the  Philadeli>hi:i 
Convention,  at  wiiich  Fukimoxt  Avas  nominated  for  Presi- 
dent, and  the  Fukmont  campaign  was  conducted  under 
liis  management.  In  1858  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
l)ni)rn-ans  for  Governor  of  the  State.  He  Avas  elected  to 
tills  high  oflice,  and  his  sensible  administration  is  now  a 
nuitter"of  history.  In  1860  he  was  re-elected,  and  his 
re.'ord  during  his  second  term  is  inseparably  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  labored  assiduously  for  the  success  of 
the  L'nion  cause,  and  will  always  be  remembered  as  one 
<,f  t  lie  war  Governors  of  the  loyal  States.  Men  and  money 
were  wanted,  and  Governor  Morgax  spent  the  wh;  e  of 
his  time  endeavoring  to  secure  both.  By  May,  J80],  h. 
had  succeeded,  under  a  special  Act  of  the  {^^«^«  '^^ure  in 
enrolling  80,000  men,  and  by  July  12th,  tl^ey  ka^  -  -i 
organized  into  aS  regiments,  officered  and  «ent  t  Uhc  . 
Tl  e  ener-v  of  the  Governor  was  unbounded.  When  1  e.si 
dent  LNCOLX,  after  the  attack  on  McClellan,  called  or 
300,000  more  troops,  Governor  Mokgak  ^eternim^  lu. 
New-York  should  supply  her  fair  quota.  ^^^--^^ 
State  bounty  was  offered,  in  addition  to  the  national bounts , 
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and  the  Governor  undertook  to  raise  the  sum  of  $4, 000, COO 
for  this  object.  It  was  discovered  that  the  State  had  about 
this  amount  to  its  credit  in  various  banks,  and  Governor 
MoiiGAisr  toolv  this  money  to  pay  the  bounties.  He  called  for 
25,000  men,  and  offered  $50  bounty  for  each  man.  Speedily 
this  number  was  obtained,  and  sent  to  the  front :  the 
Legislature  in  the  following  year  legalized  the  expenditure 
therefor.  "  I  am  for  continuing  this  war  to  the  end,"  wrote 
the  Governor,  ''^  with  all  the  force  Ave  have  in  the  field,  with 
all  we  can  raise  by  voluntary  enlistment,  and  after  that,  if 
need  be,  by  a  conscription  embracing  all  classes  and  de- 
scription of  persons  of  proper  age."  It  is  on  record,  that 
during  his  second  term,  Governor  MoRGAisr  enrolled  and 
equipped  200,000  soldiers.  President  Lincolt^"  made  him 
Major-General  of  volunteers,  and,  in  order  to  facilitate  his 
labors,  placed  him  in  command  of  the  Military  Department 
of  New- York.  He  expended  $3,500,000  in  bounties  to 
soldiers,  and  made  contracts  amounting  to  several  millions 
of  dollars  for  supplies. 

In  1802  Mr.  Morgan  declined  a  re-nomination  for  Gover- 
nor, but  was  in  that  year  elected  by  the  Legislature  Senator 
of  the  Tnited  States  to  succeed  Preston  King,  and  he 
lilled  this  office  from  March  4th,  lcS03,  to  March  4th,  1869. 
In  February,  1865,  he  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  by  President  Lincoln,  but  at  Mr.  Morgan's  re- 
quest, the  nomination  was  withdrawn.  At  the  conclusion 
of  his  term  as  Senator  he  again  returned  to  his  business 
in  this  City.  In  1881  President  A iitiiur  nominated  him 
for  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but,  although  the  nomination 
was  unanimously  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  Mr.  Morgan, 
for  the  second  time,  declined  that  honor. 

Mr.  MoiuJAN  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  May  1st,  1849,  and  retained  his  connection  there- 
with, up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  which  occurred  February 
14th,  1888.  He  served  on  several  important  Committees  of 
the  Chamber,  and  his  ripe  experience  and  high  character 
were  much  appreciated  by  those  with  whom  he  acted  on 
])ublic  questions.  He  was  a  member  of  several  institutions, 
and  director  of  liuancial  and  business   corporations,  and 
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^ave  lilu-rally  whenever  he  saw  opportunities  for  practical 
chjirir y.  As  a  patron  of  art,  he  was  well  known  both  here 
and  on  tli*-  contiiicnt  of  Europe. 


CADWALLADER    GOLDEN. 

(.'aiiwaij.adkk  (Jolden,  Lieutenant- Gfovernor  of  the 
Colony  of  New- York,  1761-75,  was  born  at  Dunse,  Scot- 
land, l'\-l)ni:iry  17th,  1688,  and  died  at  Flushing,  L.  1., 
S^ptenilHT  2Sfh,  1770,  aged  88  years.  The  Chamber  of 
(\)tiirri»'n'»'  o]»t:iined  its  charter  from  King  George  III,, 
Mnich  i;!Mi.  1770,  thi-ough  the  good  offices  and  at  the  re- 
(jiK'si  (if  ( "  \i»\\  AM-ADKU  Coldex,  ou  tlie  petition  of  Joiix 
(yi:r(;i:i:,  lh«'  first  President  of  the  Chamber.  Mr.  Golden 
early  In  lift' ;ij»i)lied  himself  to  the  study  of  mathematics 
and  nicdiritM'.  and  soon  became  distinguished  by  his  proiici- 
ency  in  boi  h.  I  le  came  to  this  country  aboutthe  year  1708, 
and  practiced  as  a  physician  in  Philadelphia  for  several 
years  with  mai-ked  success.  He  visited  England,  but  re- 
turned in  171<'i  with  his  wife,  whom  he  had,  in  the  mean- 
finir.  nianird  in  Scotland.  Brigadier-General  Huntkii, 
th«'ii  ( iovrnior.)!'  New- York,  conceived  a  favorable  opinion 
of  Mr.  Coi.DKN,  and  requested  him  to  leave  Philadelpliia 
and  make  his  fulnn^  home  in  New-York.  He  accordingly 
setth'd  heiv  in  1718,  and  the  next  year  was  made  Surveyor- 
General  of  Lands,  being  the  first  to  fill  that  office  in  the 
(\)lony.  lie  was  also  appointed  Master  in  Chancery.  In 
17-i(),  iui  the  arrival  of  Governor  Burnet,  he  was  honored 
with  a  seat  in  the  King  s  Council  of  the  Province,  and  in 
1 7(;(»  succeeded  to  the  administration  of  the  Government.  In 
1701  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New-Yoi-k, 
and  held  this  commission  almost  up  to  the  date  of  his 
death,  being  repeatedly  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
during  the  decease  or  absence  of  several  Governors,  lie 
nanie\^f  Cadwallader  Golden  is  quite  familiar  to  the. 
student  of  history,  and  the  school  boy  of  to-day  is 
made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  Mr.  Golden,  as  Lieii- 
teuant-Goveruor  of  King  George  IIL,  was  as  conspicuous 
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for  his  firmness  in  upholding  his  Majesty's  authority, 
as  the  revolutionists  were  in  resisting  it.  When  the 
British  Parliament  determined  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  colonies, 
the  spirit  of  resentment  and  indignation  ran  high,  and 
several  thousand  people  assembled  at  the  Battery,  near 
the  fortification  then  called  Fort  George,  determined  to 
compel  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden  to  deliver  up  the 
paper  which  was  to  be  distributed  in  this  City  under  the 
British  Stamp  Act,  on  November  1st,  1765.  They  sur- 
rounded the  fort,  and  threatened  to  assassinate  Mr.  Col- 
den  and  his  adherents,  but  he  was  loyal  to  his  trust,  and 
took  the  necessary  precautions  to  defend  it.  Although 
the  engineers  within  the  fort  assured  him  that  the  place 
was  untenable,  and  his  family  implored  him  to  regard  his 
safety,  he  preserved  a  calm  and  firm  demeanor,  and  finally 
succeeded  in  placing  the  Governmental  papers  on  board 
a  British  man-of-war  then  in  port.  His  carriages  were 
destroyed  before  his  eyes,  and  the  angry  populace  also 
burned  him  in  effigy.  After  the  return  of  Governor  Tryon, 
Mr.  Colden  gave  up  all  public  duties  and  retired  to  his 
country  seat.  The  published  writings  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  include  a  number  of  scientific  dissertations. 
Some  of  them,  through  the  variety  of  hands  into  which 
they  have  fallen,  have  become  mutilated  and  others  are 
lost.  Cad WA leader  Colden  possessed  an  eminently  cul- 
tivated mind,  and  although  the  latter  portion  of  his 
official  life  was  of  a  trying  and  harassing  nature,  he  had 
few  personal  enemies,  and  his  efforts  to  promote  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  New- York,  as  well  as  his  personal 
action  in  behalf  of  the  organization  of  this  Chamber, 
make  the  name  of  Cadwallader  Colden  one  to  be  hon- 
ored by  the  merchants  of  this  and  succeeding  generations. 


FRANCIS    EGERTON. 

Tins  English  nobleman,  bearing  the  title  of  the  Duke  of 
Bridgewater,  was  born  in  England  in  1730.  He  has  been 
aptly  called  by  historians   the   father  of  British  inland 
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navjV..,,!,,,,  .  .^„,i  ,,.e  know  that  his  success  stimulatea  Be 
Witt  Clfntov  to  attempt  his  great  enterprise  of  t!ie 
Kii'-  Canal.  The  account  of  his  navigable  canal,  which 
wjtii  Ml.-  exception  of  the  Sankey  Canal,  Avas  the  lirst 
great  iiiKh-iTaking  of  the  kind  executed  in  Great  Britain 
in  ni(j(h-rn  tiine.s,  is  familiar  to  many  of  our  merchants. 
An  engin.'ci-  named  James  Brixdley  was  associated 
with  Ih.-  hnke  in  his  various  enterprises.  The  latter 
own<'<l  a.  large  estate  at  Worsley,  near  Manchester, 
wliicli  ahonndcd  in  coal,  and  he  conceived  the  idea  that  an 
arfilicial  wat.-r  route  between  the  places  named  Avould  be 
ininicnscly  beneficial  to  the  development  of  that  section. 
Accoi-dingly,  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  scheme  in  ITjM 
and  I7.')S,  but  it  was  afterwards  discovered  that  navigation 
w(tuld  b<'  of  more  service  if  carried  over  the  River  Irwell  to 
Manclicstcr,  and  further  legislation  Avas  therefore  secured 
agrci'ably  to  the  new  plan,  and  likewise  to  extend  aside 
branch  to  I iongford  Bridge,  in  Stratford.  Although  navi- 
gable subterraneous  tunnels  and  elevated  aqueducts  are 
now  familiar  with  us,  yet  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater  and  his 
coadjutors  appear  to  have  been  the  first  to  introduce  them, 
and  luako  it  iH>ssible  to  carry  canals  over  rivers  and  large 
an<l  (b'e[)  valleys.  The  Duke's  projects  were,  in  those 
luiniitive  days  of  transportation,  deemed  by  many  chi- 
merical. Ivesulis,  however,  justified  his  endeavors,  for  in 
I7()l  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  first  boat  sail 
over  his  canal.  Other  gentlemen  soon  afterv/ards  became 
interested  in  the  canal  from  the  Trent  to  the  Mersey, 
and  navigation  by  artificial  waterways  in  Great  Britain 
was  soon  an  accomplished  fact,  and  the  Duke,  who  Ii.pI 
maile  many  sacrifices,  financially  and  otherwise,  in  order 
to  promote  his  schemes,  lived  to  see  several  projects  of  this 
nature  carried  to  successful  completion. 

The  Duke  died  in  1822,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
halving  his  vast  estates  to  his  nephew,  Fkaxcis  ]Ii:.nkv 
E«;KKrox,  son  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  who  succeeded  in 
1828  to  the  title  :  and  is  widely  known  in  the  religious  world 
for  his  bequest  of  £'S,000  for  the  BridgetDater  Treatises. 
lie  was  the  hist  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  and  died  in  1821). 
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RICHARD    COBDEN. 

Richard  Cobdet^  was  born  at  the  farm  house  of  Dun- 
ford,  near  Midhurst,  in  the  Weald  of  Sussex,  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1604.  His  early  education  was  procured  in  the 
Grammar  School  of  Midhurst,  which  then  sustained  a  high 
reputation.  While  yet  a  lad,  his  father  died,  and  an  uncle, 
Avho  was  a  Avarehouseman  in  London,  took  him  into  his 
establishment.  Soon  after,  he  changed  to  another  house, 
Avhere  he  was  at  first  a  clerk,  and  afterward  a  commercial 
tiaveler.  He  was  very  j)opular  in  this  last  calling,  but  was 
then,  as  ahvays,  a  diligent  student  of  political  economy  and 
political  science.  Adam  Smith's  "Wealth  of  Nations" 
was  his  favorite  text-book.  The  firm  by  Avhich  he  was  em- 
ployed retired  from  business,  and  disposed  of  their  interest 
and  good-will  to  three  C)f  their  employees,  among  whom 
was  CoBDEisr,  Avho  became  the  head  of  the  firm.  His  business 
was  the  manufacture  and  printing  of  calicoes.  "  Cobden's 
prints  '"  became  the  rage,  and,  at  last,  were  worn  by  the 
Queen  herself.  On  commencing  business,  Mr.  Cobden  had 
taken  up  his  residence  in  Manchester,  where  one  of  his 
warehouses  was  situated.  Here  he  soon  began  to  write  for 
the  press,  generally  on  political  and  politico-economical 
subjects,  over  the  signature  of  "Libra,"  and  soon  drifted  into 
public  speaking.  After  a  little  j^ractice,  he  became  an  effec- 
tive, though  not  a  remarkably  eloquent  speaker.  In  1S32, 
he  was  elected  Alderman.  For  the  next  six  years  he  was 
heartily  engaged  in  two  great  reforms,  the  extension  of 
borough  privileges  and  national  education,  and  the  over- 
tlirow  of  the  corn  laws,  as  the  first  step  toward  free  trade, 
lie  was  the  founder  of  the  Anti-Corn  Law  League,  organized 
in  1839,  andoneof  the  most  liberal  contributors  to  it,  as  well 
as  its  leading  orator  and  defender.  In  1841,  he  was  returned 
to  Parliament  for  Stockport,  and  distinguished  himself 
as  a  Parliamentary  orator,  by  the  extent  of  his  information 
and  the  cogency  of  his  reasoning.  The  five  or  six  years 
which  followed  were  years  of  intense  labor  and  excitement. 
Mr.  CoBDEN  had  determined  to  give  Parliament  and  the 
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l)ooj,hi  no  rest,  till  all  the  corn  laws  were  repealed  ;  and  t.> 
this  work  he  bent  all  his  energies,  and  all  the  resources  of 
a  most  vi^r(,i-ous  intellect,  and  an  indomitable  will.  Op- 
posed  to  hirn  were  the  whole  body  of  the  Tories,  the 
iiMsociated  Whim's,  the  great  landed  "^nobility  and  gentry, 
the  Pn*niier  and  the  Cabinet,  and  the  great  majority  of  the 
Hoiisii  of  Lords.  The  case  seemed  hopeless  ;  only  the 
m«'n  <.f  (he  Manchester  school,  the  dissenting  ministers, 
ari<l  I  he  workingmen  and  a  few  of  their  employers,  were 
on  his  sidf'.  In  the  conilict  he  employed  every  possible 
expedi^Mit.  Petitions,  with  scores  of  thousands  of  names. 
were  sent  in;  mass  meetings  were  summoned;  the  min- 
isters were  deluged  with  letters;  commissions  were  ap- 
pf»inted,  bazars  lield,  and  Cobdex  and  his  colleagues 
exliaustt'd  all  their  repertoire  of  argument,  railing  and 
irivectiv.'  uixm  their  opponents.  It  was  long  before  they 
wen'  abl«'  to  make  much  impression;  but  after  the  second 
year  converts  began  to  come  in  from  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
the  land  owners  and  the  agriculturists,  and,  at  last,  the 
veneral)le  Duke  (»f  Wellixgtox  and  a  majority  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  In  May,  1S45,  the  corn  laws  Avere  re- 
pealed, and  the  duty  on  imported  grain  was  to  cease  abso- 
lutely in  February,  1849.  It  was  a  great  triumph  for  Mr. 
CoMDKN.  Sir  RoMKUT  Perl,  then  Premier,  gracefully  ao- 
knowledg^'d  that  the  name  which  ought  to  be  chielly 
associated  wifii  the  success  of  these  measures  was  the  name 
of  HiciiAiii)  ConPEN. 

Mr.  CouDKN  had  carried  on  this  vigorous  conflict  at  great 
peM'sontil  sacrilice  and  pecuniary  loss.  After  the  repeal,  his 
friends  of  the  late  Anti  Corn  Law  League  subscribed  and 
presented  to  him  the  munificent  sum  of  £80,000,  ($400,00(»,) 
to  secur*>  his  independence,  and  enable  him  to  devote  his 
enerixies,  henceforth,  to  the  cause  of  his  country.  A  part  of 
this  sum  was  invested  in  Illinois  Central  Railway  securifies, 
which,  thougli  for  a  time  unremunerative,  eventually  be- 
came pnuluctive.  .  , 

His  subsenuent  labors  in  Parliament  and  out  of  it  were  de- 
voted  to  peace,  reform,  retrenchment  and  the  introdurtion 
of  arbitration  in  the  place  of  war  for  the  settlement  of  inter- 
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national  difficulties.  He  was  urged  to  enter  the  Cabinet,  by 
Lord  John  Russell,  but  declined.  He  was  elected,  in  1847, 
for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  as  well  as  for  Stockport, 
and  chose  the  former  seat.  In  1848  he  supported  a  motion 
for  the  repeal  of  the  navigation  laAvs,  making  shipbuilding 
free,  and  the  next  year  came  out  for  electoral  reform, 
secret  voting  and  tlie  shortening  of  the  duration  of 
Parliaments.  In  1840  and  the  following  years,  he  urged 
arl)itration  measures  to  prevent  war,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  revenue  and  expenditure,  with  much  of  his  old 
force  and  vigor.  Peace  conferences,  in  Avhicli  he  was  active, 
Avere  held  with  good  effect  from  1849  to  1858,  and  were  only 
discontinued  during  the  Crimean  war.  In  his  opposition 
to  that  war,  Mr.  Cobden  and  Mr.  Bright  were  again  work- 
ing together.  Their  protests  were  earnest  and  dignified, 
but  thev  did  not  avail,  and  the  war  went  on.  But  when 
peace  came,  Cobden's  arbitration  clause  was  inserted  in 
the  treaty.  On  the  occasion  of  the  Chinese  war,  Mr. 
CoBDEisr  moved  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Clovernment  in 
Parliament,  and  Earl  Derby,  one  of  the  same  tenor,  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Cobden's  motion  was  carried  by  16 
majority,  while  Earl  Derby's  was  defeated  by  36.  Lord 
Pali\iersto]S",  then  Premier,  went  to  the  country  on  the 
question,  and  the  voters  sustained  him,  and  Cobden, 
Bright  and  many  other  eminent  liberals  were  not  elected. 
Cobden  had  made  the  canvass  fc)r  Bright,  avIio  was  very 
ill,  and  addressing  the  Manchester  voters,  after  his  defeat, 
lie  was  affected  to  tears.  Cobden  was  for  more  than  two 
years  out  of  Pailiament,  part  of  the  time  travelling  in  this 
country. 

Ou  his  return,  he  was  offered  by  Lord  Palmerston,  in 
1850,  the  office  of  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
he  declined,  but  consented  to  negotiate  an  important 
commercial  treaty  with  France.  Tliis  treaty  was  one  of 
the  best  services  lie  ever  rendered  to  his  country.  The 
duties  on  beer,  wine  and  brandy,  and  on  manufactured 
goods,  had  ])een  so  heavy  as  to  be  almost  prohibitory,  and 
had  caused  much  bitterness,  and  frequent  rumors  of  war. 
After  long  negotiation,  these  were  reduced  to  a  very  low 
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t.'irifT.  and  prent  relief  was  experienced  by  both  countries. 
'I'ho  treaty  lias  been,  as  a  whole,  profitable  both  toEndand 
and  France,  and  it  has  greatly  diminished  the  fears  which 
liad  periodically  agitated  the  two  countries  lest  there  should 
be  an  invasion  of  the  territory  of  one  by  the  other.     The 
adjustment  of  the  details  of  this  treaty,  which  was  signed 
in  October,  18(51,  occupied  some  time,  and  it  was  not  till 
late  in  ls<'»2,  that  he  made  his  appearance  in  Parliament  as 
member  for  Rochdale.     He  voted  with  his  friend.  Bright, 
on  tin-   American  question  when  there  was  any  measure 
of  importance  up,  but  he  never  spoke  ujDon  it  in  Parlia- 
ment, addressing  himself  only  to  questions  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   supi>lies   or    manufactures,  and    the    reduction   of 
national  expenditures,  on  the  only  two  occasions  on  which 
lie  addressed  the  Commons.     His  last  public  speech  was 
(lelivfT.Ml  at   T?ochdale  in  November,  1864,  and  in  this  he 
alliid.Ml    I.,   the  American  war  in  such  a  way  as  to  show 
that    his  h.'art  was  with   the  Union  cause.     In  a  letter, 
written  from  his  sick  room  February  5,  1865,  this  is  still 
more  manib'st,  and  he  expressed  joy  that  the  Confederate 
cause  was  failin-      He  died  on  the  2d  of  April,  I860,  of 
asthma.      In  him,  England  lost  one  of  her  greatest  states- 


men. 


JOHN    BRIGHT. 

.loiix  l^Ki.niT  was  born  at  Greenbank,  near  Kochdah', 
Lancashire,  November  16th,  1811.  His  family  ^^ryuru. 
bers  of  tlie  Society  of  Friends.  Jacob  Bright  his  fath.M 
had  set  up  a  handdoom  in  the  neighbcn;hood  of  lloc^^^ 
dale,  in  1S0">,  and  thus  laid  the  fo/^"^^^^^^^^^ V^^^t  ;.  ^ 
cotton  manufactures  which  have  ^^^'^"^'^  ^^^^ 
famous      Youno-  Biught  received  a  good  early  edu  at  ion 

\Mi-v  at  York  and  ]Se«ton.     At  tie  a„e  oi 

entore,l  his  father's  business,   but^  ^'^  .,<;^^7,  ;';,.''   f 

oocnpied  with  political  studies.    In  ^b.W,  at  the  a„c 
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nineteen,  lie  made  his  debut  as  a  speaker  on  temperance  ; 
and  having  committed  his  speeches  to  memory,  acquitted 
himself  moderately  well. 

AVhen,  a  year  or  two  later,  he  attempted  to  speak  against 
the  corn  laws,  he  was  not  so  successful  at  first ;  his  manner 
was  awkward,  his  voice  somewhat  harsh,  and  his  sentences 
ill  framed.  But  there  were  still  evidences,  that  with  prac- 
tice and  self  discipline,  he  would  become  an  effective 
speaker,  though  not  much  promise  of  the  eloquence,  which 
eventually  gave  him  the  rank  of  the  first  orator  in  Great 
Britain. 

In  1835  he  began  to  plead  the  cause  of  national  education, 
and  rendered  good  service  by  his  addresses.  The  same 
year  he  first  made  the  acquaintance  of  Richard  Cobdex, 
who  was  seven  years  his  senior,  and  who  was,  while  an 
active  manufacturer,  largely  interested  in  national  edu- 
cation, and  in  the  anti-corn  law  crusade.  For  thirty  years 
the  two  men  worked  together,  and  were  the  best  of  friends, 
often  speaking  from  the  same  platform  in  favor  of  electoral 
reform,  and  in  opposition  to  the  corn  laws  and  other  op- 
pressive measures  of  legislation.  Mr.  Bright  had  already 
become  a  famous  orator,  and  his  addresses  were,  as  a 
matter  of  choice,  always  clothed  in  the  terse  and  vigor- 
ous Saxon  speech,  of  which  he  was  a  master.  He  had, 
as  early  as  1838,  become  greatly  interested  in  the  Anti- 
Corn  Law  agitation,  and  when  the  Anti-Corn  Law  League 
was  formed,  in  1841,  Bright' s  name  was  second  on 
the  list  of  the  Committee.  Fi-om  this  time  forward,  though 
continuing  his  connection  with  Rochdale  manufactures,  IVIr. 
Bright  was  very  active  in  public  life.  He  spoke  often  and 
forcibly  against  the  corn  laws ;  and  in  Parliament,  which 
he  entered  in  1843,  became  known  as  a  tribune  of  the 
people.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  the  pow- 
erful assistance  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and,  through  his  aid, 
in  carrying  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws. 

As  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  he  abhorred 
war,  and,  whenever  it  was  threatened,  he  was  active  in  his 
opposition  to  it,  taking  strong  ground  against  the  increase 
of  armaments.     In  the  Crimean  war,  he  opposed  the  Gov- 
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^'niiii*-nt   :ni.l    his   own  constituents,  by  Ins  Imllinnt  iiml 

•  rM-moniMr  sju-eclies  against  its  contimiance.  In  IS.-x'.h.. 
was  r.ol  Vi'i'h'i-tM,  Imt  the  next  year  was  returned  from 
Hirrinn-linin.  [[is  next  efforts  Avere  addressed  to  Tii." 
trrr.ii.iafioi.  of  the  East  India  Company's  charter,  and 
the  transfer  of  the  Government  of  India  to  the  Crown,  and 
to  the  .-xtiMisioii  of  the  elective  franchise  in  England  to  all 
lion,s«'ji(»l(|('is. 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that  our  own  civil  war  commenced, 
and  tliough  his  f)wn  business,  and  that  of  the  Avhole 
I^inrashire  manufacturing  districts,  suffered  terribly  from 
it,  John  J>im(;iit  was,  from  the  first  news  of  the  war, 
conspicuous  in  his  support  of  the  Union,  while  nearly 
every  member  of  J'arliamenr,  and  the  nobility,  gentry, 
clergy,  army  and  navy,  and  most  of  the  bankers,  were 
bitterly  hostile  to  the  North.  He  was  taunted  Avith  his 
inconsistency  in  advocating  our  war  for  the  Union,  when 
In*  had  always  (»pposed  the  wars  in  which  England  engaged. 
N'ery  noble  was  his  reply:  "'I  cannot,  for  the  life  of  me, 
s<M»,  upon  any  of  those  principles  upon  which  States  are 
governed  now — I  say  nothing  of  the  literal  words  of  the 
New  Testament  I  cannot  see  how  the  state  of  affairs  in 
AnuTica,  with  regard  to  the  United  States  Government, 
could  have  been  different  from  what  it  is  at  this  moment. 

*  •■'•  ■•*  •*  I  say  that  the  war,  be  it  successful  or  not,  be  it 
Christian  «»r  not,  be  it  wise  or  not,  is  a  war  to  sustain  the 
Government,  and  to  sustain  the  authority  of  a  great 
nation  ;  and  that  the  people  of  England,  if  they  are  true 
to  tlu'ir  own  sympathies,  to  their  own  history,  to  their  own 
great  act  of  1884,  (the  Emancipation  Act,)  to  which  ref.'r- 
enco  has  already  been  made,  will  have  no  sympathy  with 
those  who  wish  to  build  up  a  great  empire,  on  the  perpetual 
bondage  of  millions  of  their  fellow  men."— [Sp-'ech  at 
Kochciale,  Auii'ust  1,  1861.] 

Nor  did  his  ardor  cool  as  the  w-ar  went  on,  tliough  Fmi- 
tlie  first  year  or  two,  the  greater  measure  of  success  seemed 
to  be  on  the  Southern  side.  He  was  no  fair  weather  friend^ 
In  December.  1801,  just  at  the  time  of  the  Masox  and 
Seidell  seizure,  when  the  friends  of  the  South  in  England 
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were  urging  the  immediate  declaration  of  war  against  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Bright  Avas  invited  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen  in  Rorlidale  to  a  banqnet  given  in  his  honor. 
In  his  sj)eecli  at  that  banqnet  he  stated,  with  great  force, 
the  claims  of  the  JN'orth  on  Great  Britain  from  their  ties  of 
kindred.  Millions  of  the  Americans,  he  said,  were  either 
natives  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  British  jiarentage.  He  con- 
clnded  his  address  with  these  eloqnent  Avords  : 

'•  JN'ow,  whether  the  Union  will  be  restored  or  not,  or  the 
Sonth  achieve  an  unhonored  independence  or  not,  I  know 
not,  and  I  predict  not.  But  this  I  think  I  know  ;  that  in 
a  few  years — a  very  few  years — the  20,000,000  of  free  men 
in  the  North  will  be  30,000,000,  or  even  50,000,000— a  pop- 
ulation equal  to  or  exceeding  that  of  this  kingdom,  AVhen 
that  time  comes,  I  pray  that  it  may  not  be  said  among 
them,  that  in  the  darkest  hour  of  their  country's  trials, 
EngLand,  the  land  of  their  fathers,  looked  on  with  icy 
coldness  and  saw  unmoved  the  perils  and  calamities  of 
their  children.  As  for  me,  I  have  but  this  to  say  :  I  am  but 
one  in  this  audielice,  and  but  one  in  the  citizenship  of  this 
country ;  but  if  all  other  tongues  are  silenced,  mine  shall 
speak  for  that  ]^olicy  wliich  gives  hope  to  the  bondmen  of 
the  South,  and  Avhicli  tends  to  generous  thoughts  and  gen- 
erous words  and  generous  deeds,  between  the  two  great 
nations  who  speak  the  English  language,  and  from  their 
origin  are  alike  entitled  to  the  English  name." 

On  the  ISth  of  December,  1802,  he  spoke  at  Biiiningham 
on  the  war,  which  Avas,  at  that  time,  exhibiting  results 
very  discouraging  to  the  North  ;  but  his  faith  did  not  fail ; 
he  said:  "The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mi-.  Glad- 
stone) as  a  speaker  is  not  surpassed  by  any  man  in  Eng- 
land, and  he  is  a,  great  statesman  ;  he  believes  the  cause  of 
the  North  to  be  hopeless,  and  that  their  enterprise  cannot 
succeed."  After  denouncing  the  leaders  Avho  sought  to 
force  into  the  family  of  nations  a  State  based  upon  the  mon- 
strous princi^Dle  of  the  extensi(m  and  perpetuaticm  of  slavery, 
Mr.  Bright  continued  :   "  T  have  another  and  far  brighter 


HIOGRAPIIICAL   SKETCHES.  109 

vision  hcfoH'  my  --azp.  Tt  may  be  but  a  vision,  but  I  will 
<;h.'ris)i  if.  I  sen  one  vast  confederation,  stretching  from 
I  he  frozen  North  in  unbroken  line  to  the  glowino- South, 
uu(\  from  the  wild  ))ilh)\vs  of  the  Atlantic,  westward  to  the 
calitKT  wat«'rs  of  the  Pacitic  main — and  I  see  one  people 
and  one  language,  and  one  law  and  one  faith,  and  over  all 
that  wide  continent,  the  home  of  freedom,  and  a  refuge  for 
I  hr  oppress»'d  of  every  race  and  of  every  clime." 

WIkmi  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New- York,  in 
March,  ISO'i,  sent  to  Mr.  Bkioiit,  through  the  American 
Minister  in  I^ondon,  tiie  following  resolution  :  '■'Resolved., 
MMiat  lh<'  (Jhaml)er  of  (Vmimerce  of  the  State  of  New- York 
(Iocs  hereby  record  its  grateful  sense  of  the  intelligent, 
el(»(iuent.  just  and  fearless  manner  in  which  Mr.  John 
1)1:10111',  of  I'iniiingham,  has  advocated,  before  the  people 
of  England  and  in  the  British  Parliament,  the  principles 
of  constitutional  liberty  and  international  Justice,  for  which 
the  American  peo])le  are  contending  ;  and  that  these  pro- 
ceedings l)e  communicated  to  Mr.  Bright;"  the  statesman 
responded  in  a  very  beautiful  letter.  The  testimonial  was 
fully  deserved.  The  gift  sent  over  to  his  Lancashire  con- 
.slitiients  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  January,  1863, 
to  sujiply  their  needs,  which  had  been  caused  by  the  war, 
called  out  from  Mr.  Bukiht  one  of  his  most  eloquent  ad- 
dresses, closing  with  this  glowing  peroration  :  "  From  the 
very  outbui'st  of  this  great  convulsion,  I  have  had  l)ut  one 
hope  and  one  faith,  and  it  is  this,  that  the  result  of  this 
stupendous  strife  may  be  to  make  freedom  the  heritage 
forc^ver  of  a  whole  continent;  and  that  the  grandeur 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  American  Union  may  neveM-  be 
impaired.*'  Everywhere  :  in  Parliament,  against  Mr. 
RoFHUcK  and  our  other  enemies  there,  he  had  made,  on 
every  important  occasion,  his  powerful  and  effective  ap- 
peals ;  at  the  trades'  unions,  in  the  Birmingham  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  at  repeated  calls  from  them,  and  at  gatherings 
of  workingmen  and  manufacturers.  In  all  places  and  at 
ull  times,^he  was  our  effective  and  powerful  adv.,c.ite^ 
Well  did  he  deserve  the  name,  by  which  he  is  most  widely 
known  in  this  country,  "The  Friend  of  America. 
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We  joass  hastily  over  his  history  since  our  war.     It  was 
a  uoble  and  glorious  fight  which  he   waged  in  behalf  of 
household   suffrage,  and  it  ended  by  his  enemies  yielding 
to  his  jDersistent  demands,  even  more  than  he  had  asked. 
In  1868,  he  became  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  Mr. 
Gladstone's   administration,  but  in  1870  was  compelled 
to  resign  from  ill  health.     In  1873  he  again  entered  the     / 
Cabinet,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  went 
out   with   his  colleagues  in  1874.     In   1880  he  again  ac- 
cepted a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster,  but  resigned  in  1882,  in  consequence  of  his 
objection  to  the  Egyptian  war.    In  the  autumn  of  1888,  Mr. 
Bright' s  health  began  to  fail,  pneumonia  and  pulmonary 
congestion  set  in,    and  though  he  rallied  after  the  first    . 
severe  attacks,  and  there  was  some  hope  of  his  recovery,  a    f 
relapse  occurred  in  the  spring,  and  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1889,  he  died,  as  he  had  lived,  peacefully,  honored,  mourned 
and  lamented,  the  world  over. 

At  the  news  of  his  death,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  State  of  New-York  X)assed  resolutions  expressing  their 
aj)preciation  of  his  great  services  and  noble  Christian  char- 
acter, declaring  that  his  splendid  fame  as  a  statesman  and  a 
orator  were  the  jjeculiar  inheritance  of  the  English  speaking 
race,  and  that  his  firm  adherence  to  his  convictions  of  right 
and  duty  was  worthy  of  the  highest  honor.  They  also 
placed  on  record  their  loving  tribute  of  gratitude  to  his 
memory  for  his  unwavering  friendship  for  the  United 
States,  and  his  powerful  advocacy  of  the  preservation  of 
the  Union  durini>'  the  late  struo-o-le. 


^t5     ^^'^    J.t^v\y    ui/iiif^f^J 


•J^ 


GIDEON   LEE. 

GriDEON  Lee  was  one  of  the  many  noted  men  of  New- 
England  birth  who  have  found  their  way  to  the  metropolis 
of  the  Republic  in  cxuest  of  occupation  and  fortune  during 
the  century.  Having  lost  his  father  at  an  early  age,  and 
been  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  before  he  was  four- 
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teen,  flie  success  of  his  efforts  to  achieve  fame  and  fortinif 
were  clu<-  wliolly  to  his  native  energy  of  character.  There 
was  so  much  of  him  and  in  him  that  he  would  have  distin- 
^niislied  iiimselfin  any  calling  in  life  to  which  choice  or 
circumstances  had  assigned  him.  His  intellect  Avas  so 
superior  that  it  qualified  him  for  leadership  in  spite  of  his 
hick  of  ojiportunities  for  acquiring  education.  AVe  are 
accustonK'd  to  tlie  phrase,  "a  self-made  man,"  and  the 
juqiuhir  ])arti:ility  runs  strongly  in  favor  of  those  who 
liave  worked  their  way  up  to  position  and  influence  without 
any  adventitious  aid.  Gideox  Lei<:  was  one  of  the  finest 
types  (»f  tliis  chiss,  and  every  step  in  his  useful  and  honor- 
abhi  career  may  be  studied  with  advantage  by  the  young, 
men  of  later  generations  who  are  to  compete  for  the  prizes 
of  thrift  and  industry. 

Mr.  JiKK  was  born  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  April  27th.  1778. 
In  his  fourteenth  year  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  tanner  and 
sliocmaker,  the  two  occupations  being  at  that  time  coni- 
binccl.  lie  worked  at  tanning  in  summer  and  at  shoe- 
making  in  winter. 

After  learning  his  trade  he  began  business  on  his  own 
account  in  Worthington,  Mass.  The  first  hundred  dollars 
lie  earned  he  expended  in  increasing  his  stock  of  learning 
at  Westlield  Academy.  He  was  associated  Avith  a  Mr. 
UuHHAKn,  llie  iiriu  being  Hubbard  &  Lee.  In  the  course 
of  business  he  became  acquainted Avith  William  Edwahds, 
tlien  of  the  firm  of  Dwigiit  &  Edwards,  of  Cummington, 
Mass.  ;  and  in  1807  they  made  him  an  offer  of  8l,0()(»  a 
year  to  go  to  NeAV-York  and  sell  their  leather,  Avhich  he 
accepted.  After  acting  in  that  capacity  a  year,  he  decided 
to  operate  for  himself.  Accordingly  he  hired  an  old  store 
on  the  corner  of  Ferry  and  Jacob  streets,  and  there  the 
foundation  Avas  laid  of  the  great  house  of  Gideox  Lki-:  & 
Co.,  Avhich  for  thirty  years  thereafter  Avas  the  synonym 
of  linancial  reliability  and  commercial  rectitude.  Nobody 
ever  doubted  Gideox  Lee's  word,  Avhether  it  Avas  oral  or 
written.    It  Avas  equally  and  absolutely  good  in  eithf'r  case. 

In  ISia  he  admitted  his  confidential  clerk,  Shki'Jikkij 
Knapp,  into  partnership,  and  they  continued  together  till 
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]S39,  when  both  retired.  In  1837  Charles  M.  Leupp,  Mr. 
Lee\s  son-in-law  and  a  clerk  in  the  lionse,  was  accorded  a 
place  as  junior  partner. 

Mr.  Lke  took  hiii-h  rank  auionn-  the  merchants  of  the 
metropolis  at  an  early  stage  of  his  career  and  held  it  to  the 
end. 

In  18-22  he  was  elected  to  the  lower  honse  of  the  New- 
York  Legislature.  For  three  years,  from  1828  to  1830,  in- 
clusive, he  was  an  Alderman.  These  were  days  when  few 
if  any  but  men  of  acknowledged  worth  were  chosen  to  the 
mnniciiDal  councils.  In  1833  he  was  elected  Mayor  of 
New- York  by  the  Common  Council.  That  was  before 
Mayors  were  voted  for  by  the  i)eople.  During  his  term 
the  noted  election  riot  occurred,  in  which  the  State  Arsenal 
was  attacked  ;  it  was  promptly  suppressed,  owing  to  his 
energy  and  courage.  In  1831:  he  was  elected  to  Congress 
and  served  one  term,  from  March  4,  1835,  to  March  4,  1837. 
He  declined  a  re-election,  with  the  intention  of  retiring 
from  business,  and  leaving  city  life  for  the  quiet  of  a  rural 
home.  In  May,  1837,  the  memorable  panic  arose,  which 
brought  innumerable  houses  to  bankruptcy.  Gideo:?^ 
Lee  &  Co.  held  large  stocks  of  leather  in  their  stores  and 
in  tanneries.  It  was  impossible,  in  that  momentous  crisis, 
to  realize  upon  them.  The  firm  were  leaned  upon  by 
several  concerns  to  whom  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
render  assistance.  Thej^  were  obliged,  to  use  an  expression 
much  in  vogue  in  periods  of  linancial  straits,  to  "  take  care 
of  both  sides  of  tlie  bill  book."  Their  bills  payable  they 
met  at  maturity  ;  their  bills  receivable  they  could  not 
collect.  To  fortify  themselves  against  any  and  every 
danger,  Mr.  Kxai'P  was  desi)atched  to  Boston  to  negotiate 
a  loan  from  Ehenezeii  Francis,  on  the  pledge  of  leather 
at  lialf  price  as  security.  Mr.  Francis  received  the  pro- 
posal with  satisfaction,  perceiving  a  good  opportunity  to 
put  some  of  his  money  where  it  would  command  good 
interest.  But  he  wiirned  Mr.  Knai'P  that  he  should  charge 
him  a  high  rate,  llis  idea  of  usance,  however,  was  some- 
thing like  that  of  Oliver  Surface,  in  Siikridan's  great 
comedy,  for  when  he  was  asked,   "how  much?"  he  said, 
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with  an  evident  misgiving  that  he  would  be  taken  for  a 
SiFYLOOK,  "  eiglit  per  cent,  per  annum."  Mr.  K^app  felt 
relieved  ;  he  liad  just  come  from  a  city  where  a  man  was 
considered  very  lucky  if  he  could  prevail  upon  anybody  to 
lend  liim  money  on  first  class  collaterals,  at  twelve  per  cent., 
and  rlicre  were  borrowers  who  were  forced  to  pay  thirty  per 
cent.  TJie  bargain  was  closed  without  further  parley'  and 
leather  sent  on  to  Boston  to  be  stored,  insured  and  hypoth- 
ecated to  an  amount  on  which  Mr.  Fraxcis  advanced 
$1()(»,0()().  That  made  the  firm  comparatively  easy  till  the 
crisis  was  ]iassed.  Two  years  and  a  half  later,  that  leather 
was  ^s()l<l  for  almost  double  what  it  would  have  brouaht — 
if  it  (M)Mld  have  been  sold  at  all — at  the  time  the  loan  was 
procured.  Eight  months  after  it  was  all  closed  out  the 
market  price  declined  about  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 
cent. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  1839,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Kxapp 
retin'd,  the  former  to  remove  to  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
had  i)iii'('hased  a  hue  estate,  and  the  latter  to  assume  the 
Presidency  of  tlie  Mechanics'  Bank,  in  Wall-street,  which 
he  held  with  so  much  distinction  for  thirty  or  more  years. 
It  was  ]\fr.  Kxapp  who  made  the  brief  but  highly  effective 
speech  at  the  meeting  of  bankers,  held  in  1861,  to  consider 
the  appeal  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  their  co-operation  to  sustain  the  Grovernment.  "  Why, 
of  course,"  said  Mr  Kxapp,  "we  must  support  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  fullest  extent  our  means  will  allow;  if  the 
Government  is  not  sustained  we  shall  not  be  good  long  ; 
we  must  stand  or  fall  together."  The  force  of  this  argu- 
ment was  irresistible,  and  from  that  moment  there  were 
always  funds  enough  available  for  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  struggle  against  rebellion.  Mr.  Kxapp  died  on  th- 
22d  of  February,  1875,  at  the  age  of  about  eighty  years. 

In  1840  Mr.  Lee  was  selected  as  one  of  the  electors  of 
the  State  of  New- York,  and  voted  for  Haurisox  and 
Tyler  He  had  been  a  democrat  all  his  life  until  1h:}7. 
At  that  time  lie  took  issue  with  the  Vax  Burex  adminis- 
tration on  the  currency  question,  and  seceded  from  the 
party,  with  a  number  of  others,  including  Nathaxiel  1 . 
8 
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T.M.M AiK.i:,  United  States  Senator.  They  called  them- 
selves "Conservatives,"  and  kept  up  an  organization  for  a 
year  or  two,  but  gradually  gravitated  to  and  were  merged 
in  the  Whig  party.     That  was  his  last  official  position. 

]Ie  died  on  the  24th  of  August,  1841,  aged  G'S  years. 

In  person,  Gidkox  Lkk  was  a  man  of  commanding 
iiliprarnnre.  There  was  a  blending  of  amiability  with 
lirniiK'ss  in  his  countenance  which  gave  it  a  j)eculinr 
fascination.  Strangers  when  they  met  him  were  ver}^  apt 
to  look  at  him  intently  as  if  impressed  with  his  striking- 
personality.  He  was  tall,  erect  and  dignified.  He  was 
sonietinies  stern  of  aspect,  but  never  forbidding,  for  there 
was  so  much  l^indness  in  liis  nature  that  it  was  pleasingly 
expressed  in  his  features.  He  had  a  tlioroughly  generous 
heart,  and  was  always  ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to 
young  men  seeking  to  make  their  way  in  life,  if  he  had 
fnitli  in  their  integrity.  He  had  no  toleration  for  anybody 
who  was  untruthful  and  disingenuous.  If  a  man  deceived 
liiui  once,  he  wanted  as  little  as  possible  to  do  with  him 
ever  thereafter.  His  sterling  uprightness  w^is  tlie  most 
conspicuous  trait  in  liis  character. 

He  was  so  good,  so  true,  so  just,  that  if  the  human  race 
were  up  to  his  stamhird  in  an  ethical  point  of  view,  the  mil- 
h-nnium  would  be  wiili  us.  It  seems  hardly  possible  that 
any  human  iHJinriMuild  be  more  scrupulously  observant  than 
hewasof  ijie  Scriptural  in  jiiiictioii,  "Ho  unto  others  as  ye 
would  <jthers  should  do  unto  vou." — Isaac  H.  Bailey. 


AIVIf3ROSE  C.   KINGSLAND. 

AMitiMtsi;  ('.  Ki\(;sLANi>  wasboin  in  this  (Mty  May  24th, 
1S(I4,  and  di<Ml  Immv  October  13th  1S78,  in  the  Toth  year  of 
hisiige.  H.' uas  Mayor  of  New-York  from  1851  to  1853  ; 
a  member  of  the  ('hand)er(»f  (''ommerce  from  1851  to  1878, 
and  for  n»any  yrars  was  one  of  New-York's  representative 
iM«Tchanfs.  His  father  was  also  a  resident  of  tliis  City,  and 
was  descended  from  a  family  which  came  from  England 
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uboiit  the  year  1G05,  and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  situ- 
ated on  what  is  known  as  Barbadoes  Xeck,  between  the 
Ifarrkcnsark  and  Passaic  Rivers,  in  the  State  of  New- 
JfTsey.  Tlie  i)atent  for  this  track  of  land,  amounting  to 
several  thousand  of  acres,  had  been  obtained  from  the 
British  crown.  Mi-.  Kixgslaxd  was  educated  at  the 
Friend's  Seminary  in  this  City,  and,  about  the  year  1820, 
forme*!  a  j)aitn<'rship  with  his  brother.  Daxiel  C.  Kixgs- 
i.ANi).  Milder  the  lirm  name  of  D.  &  A.  Kixgslaxd,  and 
condiicftMJ  a  ^aocery  business  at  No.  49  Broad-street, 
witliin  a  few  dooi's  of  the  place  occupied  by  the  lirm  in 
later  years.  1'he  scope  of  the  firm's  business  was  after- 
wards enlarged,  greater  risks  were  assumed,  and  the  house 
became  prominent  in  the  shipping  trade,  whale  oil  being 
its  specialty.  This  firm  litted  out,  and  sent  from  this  port 
the  lirsl  ship  to  cruise  for  si^erm  whales.  Cort^telius  K. 
SurroN,  a  cousin  of  the  Kingslands,  entered  the  firm  in 
b^43  :is  a  jiartner,  aiid  the  lirm  name  was  then  changed  to 
1),  i^  A.  K  ixcisLAND  &  Co.,  which  afterwards  became  D.  & 
A.  KiN(;sLANi)  A:  Sutton.  Mr.  Ambrose  C.  Kixgslaxd 
married  in  liS;?:}  Miss  Mary  Lovett,  a  daughter  of  Geouge 
Lovr.iT,  a  successful  merchant  of  this  City,  over  half  a 
century  ago. 

The  lirm  of  1).  &:  A.  Ivixgslaxd  &  Suttox  continued 
until  the  death  of  Dami-:l  C.  Kixgsland  in  1878  ;  at  that 
time  it  was  transacting  a  large  business  with  England, 
China  and  the  East  Indies,  the  firm's  vessels  being  con- 
stantly employed  between  those  countries  and  the  United 

States. 

Ml-.  Kixgsland  was  the  first  Mayor  of  New- York 
elected  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  to  him  is 
due  the  credit  of  suggesting  a  large  public  park  for  the 
Citv  The  development  of  this  idea  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  present  Central  Park.  Many  will  remember 
that  during  Mr.  Kixgslaxd's  term  of  office  a  proposition 
was  made  ^to  extend  Pine-street  through  Trinity  Church 
Yard.  The  scheme  was,  however,  strongly  opposed  by 
the  Mayor  and  the  Church  corporation,  and  finally  de- 
feated. 


in;  romiJAiT  galleey. 

Ml-.    KixnsLAM)  lind   eiglit   cliildren,   several   of  whom 
survive  and  are  well  known  in  business  and  social  circles. 


ANSON    G.    PHELPS. 

An8<»n  G.  P I iklps  became  amember  of  the  Chamber  of 
CommiM-ce  May  :M,  ISS.Ii,  when  it  occupied  rooms  in 
fh»'  "Tonlinc  C<>11V<'  House,''  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Wall  and  Water  streets. 

II  is  an<«'st()rs  were  amonp-the  first  settlers  of  Connecticut. 
Two  (ir  more  in  tin'  maternal  line  were  early  ])astors  of  the 
Colonists — one  of  tliem.  Rev.  Timothy  AVoodbeidge, 
beini:  settled  over  the  First  Church  in  Hartford. 

Ml'.  riii:i.i's  was  born  in  Simsbury,  March,  1781.  His 
fat  lit-r  j<iiiM'd  the  Revolutionary  army  almost  at  the  out- 
break of  hoslilities,  and  served  throughout  the  war.  Much 
(»f  thr'  lime  he  was  an  officer  under  General  Gkeexe,  and 
1m*  named  this  son  AxsoN  Geee^e,  in  memorv  of  his  old 
cftmniaiider.  Ca])tain  Thomas  Piieeps  returned  from  the 
army  broken  in  health,  and  with  only  worthless  Continental 
monev  for  his  seven  years'  service.  His  wife,  like  the 
wives  *>\'  manv  other  officers  and  soldiers  durini''  this 
stni^''<rle  for  indi-pendence,  had  been  com])elled  to  support 
herself  durini:-  most  of  iln'  war.  She  was  a  woman  of 
I  .biif  siijiii.  much  i-r(iii(.'nient,  earnest  piety  and  of  su- 
pcijor  educali(»ii  foi-  that  jteiiiHi. 

Hotli  jiarciii.s  jiavinii:  died  before  he  was  eleven  years  of 
ape,  the  orphan  boy  was  ]ilaced  in  the  famil}'  of  a  minister 
ill  tie-  n<-ii:liboi-in,i;  villaue  of  ('anion.  He  helped  the  min- 
i^l<i-  in  taking  rai-e  of  his  farm,  and  also  worked  in  the 
sho]*  and  store  of  an  oldci-  brother  of  liis  ow  n.  At  eighteen 
lie  f<»uiid  empl<»yiu«iil  in  llai-tford  al  an  establishment  for 
the  manufactuic  and  sah-  of  saddlery  aii<l  Iruiiks,  and  soon 
ilevrlojM'd  a  marked  aptitude  for  business.  When  he  had 
r<ached  twenty -one  he  was  sent,  during  the  winter,  to 
'■'  irleston,  South  Carolina,  to  s<'cure  a  wider  market  for 
I ;     -e  goods.     The  visits  were  repeated  for  three  or  four 
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seasons,  and  lie  tlien  opened  a  store  in  Hartford  for  a 
general  business  on  his  own  account,  carrying  it  on  for 
several  years.  During  this  time  he  married  Olivia  Eg- 
(iLESTo.v,  a  descendant  of  Oliver  Olcott,  one  of  the 
originnl  foiindei'S  of  the  city. 

Ill  l.*-il."5  he  removed  to  New- York  and  established  himself 
as  a  dealr-i-  in  metals.  He  was  unusually  successful,  and 
exfcndf.'d  his  ti'ansactions  in  various  directions.  For  a  long 
time  he  was  agent  and  pai-t  owner  of  the  old  line  of  packets 
riiniiiiig  to  Chark\ston.  Later  on  he  formed  a  partnership 
Willi  lOi.isnA  Peck,  and  the  firm  of  Phelps  &  Peck,  to 
aid  ill  jtaying  for  the  metals  they  imported,  became  large 
])urclias<'rs  and  shippers  of  cotton  to  England.  They  also 
nianiira<'tiired  wire  at  Haverstraw  on  the  Hudson.  In  1832 
their  uaiclioiise,  at  the  corner  of  Fulton  and  Cliff  streets, 
fell  in  from  excessive  weight  of  tin  and  cotton,  and  several 
clerjv.s  and  woikmen  were  killed.  Soon  after  this  catas- 
trophe the  iirm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Phelps  associated 
with  himself  his  two  sons-in-law,  William  E.  Dodge  and 
])a.mi;l  .) AMI'S,  the  latter  going  to  Liverpool  to  carry  on 
the;  business  under  the  title  of  Phelps,  James  &  Co., 
while  the  ]N'ew-York  house  took  the  name  of  Phelps, 
Dodge  ik  Co.  A  coi)per  mill  in  connection  witli  the 
business  was  established  at  Birmingham,  Conn.,  and  sulv 
sequently  the  advantageous  water-power  of  the  Naugatuck 
Piver  was  utilized  somewhat  above  this  x)oint,  and  a  mill 
planted  there  for  the  manufacture  of  brass  kettles. 

Tins  was  the  beginning  of  the  present  flourishing  town 
of  Ansonia,  so  called  from  the  given  name  of  Mr.  Phelps. 
The  original  factory  has  grown  into  larger  establishments, 
one  of  which  is  the  *'  Ansonia  Clock  Company."  In  addition 
to  his  other  undertakings,  Mr.  Phelps  became  also  exten- 
sively int»'ivstt>d  in  pine  lands  in  Pennsylvania. 

W  iu'u  he  Jirst  came  to  Xew-York  he  resided  on  Broadway, 
near  Fulton-street,  and  opposite  St.  Paul's  Clmrcli.  He 
afterwards  moved  into  Beekman-street,  for  greater  quiet, 
and  to  en  jov  a  spacious  fruit  garden.  Still  later,  he  occupied 
a  dwelliuir-house  in  Cliff,  between  Fulton  and  John  streets, 
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:if  lliiit  tiiiif  a  retired  neiirliborliood,  devoted  exclusively  to 
jtrivnte  re>iden('es. 

lie  made  laru'e  ])iir<-lia,ses  of  real  estate  in  the  upper  jmrt 
of  111*'  City,  on  tlie  East  River,  at  the  foot  of  Both  to  34th 
streets.  On  a  portion  of  this  projiert y  there  stood  the  old 
llossack  mansion,  surrounded  by  gardens,  which  ran  down 
to  tlic  bold  and  rocky  l)ank  of  the  river.  Here  Mr.  Phelps 
s]>rni  the  hist  years  of  his  life,  and  here,  not  long  after 
n'tnrning  from  a  journey  to  Europe  for  his  failing  health, 
lie  i\u'(\,  Xovcmlier  BOtli,  1853,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 

Mi-.  Pin  i.i's  was  not  only  known  as  a  merchant  who  had 
(•njoy<'d  a  remaika])le  career  of  prosperity,  and  acquired 
larg«*  wraltli,  but  lie  had  :dso  a  wide  reputation  as  a  public 
IxMicfactor  and  Clnistian  ])hilanthropist. 

I!''  u:is  President  of  the  Is'ew-York  Asylum  for  the 
r>lind,  and  also  the  Branch  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
establislied  in  tlie  State  of  New-York.  He  took  a  special 
interest  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  believed  it  could 
be  niade  an  effective  instrumentality  in  carrying  Christian 
ci\  ili/.;itii>u  into  tlic  intciior  of  Africa. 

lb' was  a  manage)-  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  the 
American  Tract  Societ\',  the  Seamen's  Friends  Society, 
and  of  (he  Peace  Society.  He  was  likewise  a  liberal  pro- 
m(»ler  of  Foreign  :ni'l  ITonie  Missions,  of  Temperance, 
Siindav  Scliools  and  simihir  oi'ganizations.  His  will  con- 
tained  l»e(|uesfs  for  cliai-itable  and  I'eligious  purposes  ex- 
•  •ecdiiig  s.'j()(),(Kin. 

lb'  was  a  man  of  simi»h'  habits  and  wholly  averse  to  dis- 
jihiy.  lie  loved  lo  accumnhile,  b(»th  from  an  ambition  to 
achieve  large  n'sults,  and  also  because  it  was  his  distinct 
purjiose  and  ph-risuiv  lo  us<'  liis  means  for  the  good  of  his 
felhav  nit'ii  iiikI  iIk-  jnoniolion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Goi). 
He  was  long  a  member  of  I  Ik-  ohl  "  Brick  Church,'-  stand- 
ing on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Ti^ncs  buihling,  and 
ihen  under  (he  charge  of  Uev.  (ia  iuunku  Spuing,  1).  I).  He 
subs«'(]uen(|y  aided  in  founding  the  ^b^rcer-street  Church, 
who.se  pastor,  at  (he  lime  of  Mr.  Pjiklps'  death.  Rev. 
itV.nVMV.  L,  PcKNTiss,  I ).  I).,  describes  him  as  having  a 
strong  and  original  cliaracier,  remarkable  for  self-reliance, 
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.'in  iron  will,  solid  and  comprehensive  judgment,  a  sagacious 
I»o\ver  of  cfHubination  and  forecast,  untiring  perseverance, 
good  common  sense,  and  possessing  a  constitution  capable 
of  irrirriense  labor  and  endurance. 

He  had  a  Ijnnad,  lirmly  knit,  frame,  Avith  a  commanding 
pre.sen(3e.  and  a  face  full  of  mingled  firmness  and  benevo'^ 
lence.  His  domestic  life  exhibited  strong  and  tender 
afFections,  intelligent  and  pervading  piety,  and  a  solemn 
sense  of  personal  responsibility  to  God. 

lie  left  an  only  son,  l)earing  his  father's  name,  and  four 
nrnTi«'d  daughters.     Plis  wife  survived  him  a  few  years. 


GEORGE   T.    HOPE. 

({r.()Ki;i-;  T.  il(»i'i:,  n  distinguished  Underwriter,  born 
Sei)tembRr  2()tli,  ]818,  in  the  town  of  Hopewell,  Orange 
County,  N".  Y.,  where  he  passed  his  childhood  and  early 
youth,  died  .July  27th,  ISSo,  at  his  home  in  Bay  Ridge, 
Long  Island. 

From  his  father,  Rkurkn'  Hope,  born  in  England,  of 
Huguenot  parentage,  and  his  mother,  a  daughter  of  a 
sohlier  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  inherited  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  were 
the  antecedent  possibility  of  his  subsequent  distinction. 
While  yet  a  youth  his  family  became  resident  in  the  City 
of  New-York,  where  his  business  career  was  accomplished. 
He  was  married  in  1844  to  Miss  Amelia  Hays,  who,  with 
tiieir  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  survives 
him. 

He  began  his  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the  Jefferson 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  :N"ew-York,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  and  in  that  position  so  won  the  esteem  of  the 
directors  for  ability  and  integrity  that  he  was  promoted  to 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  that  Company  when  he  was  but 
little  more  than  seventeen  years  of  age.  In  this  office  he 
remained  Avith  increasing  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  his  Company  for  nearly  seventeen  years.     During  this 
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period  his  superior  abilities  and  untiring  industry  made 
liini  master  of  his  profession,  and  pre-eminently  helpful 
in  all   organized  eifort  for  promoting   the   efficiency  and 
sta])ility  of  insurance  incorporations,  while  his  conscien- 
tious judgment  and  decision  of  character  qualified  him  for 
leadership  in  all  the  relations  of  his  business.    He  served 
as   an   active   member   of  the  New-York  A^olunteer  Fire 
Department  for  several  years,  in  order  that  he  might  learn 
by  p(M-sonal  observation  the  perils  of  the  business  to  which 
he  was  devoted,  and  the  exposure  to  overwhelming  disaster 
to  property  owners  which  constantly  menaced  them.    This 
exjierieiice  led  him,  in  connection  with  other  officers  and 
managers  of  Insurance  Companies,  to  secure  the  adoption 
of  measui-es  of  reform  in  the  construction  of  buildings,  and 
of  methods  of  defence  against  conflagrations,  such  as  an 
ample  supply  of  water  and  steam  lire  apparatus,  &c.,  and 
these  public  benefits  have  proven  to  be  of  inestimable  value 
and  importance,  not  only  to  the  City  of  New- York,  but  to 
otln-r  cities  of  our  country  also.    In  respect  of  his  practical 
eHici»'nry  in  the  line  of  his  profession,  it  may  be  said  with 
emphasis,  that  he  was  not  only  "abreast  of  his  time,"  but 
a  ]»ioneer  in  the  march  of  reform  and  improvement.     At 
i]u'  close  of  isn-i  the  organization  of  the  Continental  [Fire] 
Insurance  Comi)any  of  New-York  was  consummated.    The 
incorporators    of   this    Company  were    among    the  most 
promin^Mit  business  men  of  New-York,  who,  feeling  the 
want  <»r  ad<'((uate  indemnity  against  loss  by  fire,  by  Avhicli 
the    City    \s:is    ci.nstnui  I y    iixMiaced,    and    by   Avhich    the 
prosperity   of  its   mercaiiillt'   interests   was   embarrassed, 
(h'tcrmined  to  establish  a  Company  which  would  be  equal 
to  the  demand   f.-lf.     The  caj.ital  was  fixed  at  $500,000, 
nearly  double  the  ]»ai(l-ui)  cai»ifal  of  any  other  Company 
in  New- York.    Mr.  lIorKwas  induced  to  leave  the  position 
lie  liad  filled  so  ac<'ept:ibly  and  for  so  long  a  period  in  the 
.lelferson,  and  become  the  Secretary  of  the  new  Continental 
Company,   in  which  (»lfico  lie  continued  until  May,  1857, 
when  lie  was  elected  President  of  the  Company,  in  place 
of  its  first  President,  the  Hon.  ^^'llJJA^^  V.  Brady,  who 
resigned.     An  implied  condition  of  Mr.  Hope's  acceptance 
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of  t lie  oiVicn  of  Secretary  was,  that  the  Continental  would, 
at  M  projxT  tijiie  in  the  future,  adopt  what  he  regarded  a 
most  irrii)ortant  system  of  business,  which  is  known  as  the 
''Pai-ticipation  Plan,"  by  which  patrons  of  the  Company 
were  made  to  participate  in  the  profits  of  the  Company's 
business,  witliout  incurring  any  liability  Avhatever.  This 
l)lan  had  been  thoroughly  elaborated  by  Mr.  Hope  some 
years  piior  to  this  time,  and  he  sought  to  give  it  practical 
elfect.  It  was  adopted  by  the  Company,  and  went  into 
operation  July  1st,  Isr^O;  was  prosecuted  with  remarkable 
success  until,  by  the  great  conflagration  in  Chicago,  in 
()cto])er,  1S71,  the  soundness  of  the  system  was  grandly 
proven,  and  its  imi)ortance  clearly  demonstrated,  by  the 
preservation  unimpaired  of  the  reputation  and  solvency  of 
the  Company,  while  it  paid  one  hundred  cents  to  the 
dollar  for  every  just  claim,  for  losses  aggregating  more 
than  s 1, 7r)( ),()()(),  three  and  a  half  times  its  capital;  neither 
of  which  results  could  have  been  realized  Avithout  that 
liiisbanding  of  resources  which  the  "Participation  Plan," 
the  outcome  of  Mr.  Hope's  sagacity^  was  intended  to 
accomplish. 

Devotedly  attached  to  their  chief  officer,  and  proud  of 
the  splendid  record  the  Company  had  made  under  his  ad- 
ministration, the  stockholders  promptly  adox)ted  the  re- 
commendation of  their  officers  and  directors  to  re-inforce 
the  position  of  the  Company  by  doubling  the  amount 
of  its  capital,  and  i)aying  into  its  funds  the  required  sum 
of  ,^r)0().0()0  within  ninety  davs.  About  one  year  later  the 
great  lire  in  Boston  occurred,  inHicting  upon  the  Conti- 
nental a  lossof  sr)()(),()()().  Here,  again,  the  sturdy  confidence 
of  the  Company  in  its  chief  was  indicated  by  submitting 
to  an  assessment  of  forty  per  cent,  upon  its  new  capital, 
which  reipiired  the  payment  of  8-t<'0,000  more  into  its 
funds.  On  these  occasions  of  stupendous  disaster  stock- 
holders and  other  capitalists  displayed  their  remarkable 
conlidence  in  the  reliability  of  the  Company's  management 
bv  subscribing  in  each  instance  more  than  twice  the  sum 
needed  to  meet  the  requirement. 

To  these  distinguishing  features  of  management  must  be 
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added  wliat  is  known  as  "  the  New- York  Surplus  Law," 
under  the  operation  of  wliich,  profits  of  a  Company's 
l)usine.ss  ( whicli  under  the  statute  may  be  divided  in  casli 
to  storklioklers)  are  dejoosited  with  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Insurance  Department  as  protection  to  those  policy- 
hohlers  who  are  not  involved,  in  case  of  an  overwhelming 
conlla.irration.  The  wisdom,  equity,  conservatism  and  liber- 
ality of  this  valual)le  addition  to  the  Insurance  laws  of  our 
State  woukl,  of  itself,  perpetuate  the  honored  memory  of 
til*'  underwriter  to  wliom  its  existence  is  mainly  due. 

JN'ot withstanding  the  numberless  exactions  of  his  posi- 
tion, he  found  time  for  thought  and  helpful  effort  in  con- 
nection with  nuiny  important  organizations,  commercial, 
social  and  religious,  to  which  he  was  chosen  by  the  partial- 
ity <»f  Ills  acquaintances,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Chamlier 
of  C(jmmercefrom  18.57  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Presi- 
dent of  tlie  American  Baptist  Publication  Society,  and  a 
member  of  other  kindred  societies. 

Such  was  the  subject  of  our  sketch  as  he  was  known  to 
tliosc  with  whom  he  became  associated  in  his  business. 
I')iit  that  would  be  a  very  inade(piate  ^presentation  of  our 
subject,  wliich  should  fail  to  notice  that  excellences  of 
charact  .'r  wliicli  appeared  in  him  in  his  intercourse  with 
men  ill  business,  were  the  practical  expressions  of  social, 
inoial  and  religious  qualities,  whicli  were  the  constituent 
cjiiiracteristics  of  the  man.  'J'lie  ideal  of  true  manliness 
iMilertaiind  j.y  him  was  exalted.  It  implied  a  social  order 
reijuiring  j»eisonal  probity,  intellectual  culture,  commercial 
uprightness  and  I'liiieiueiit  of  manners;  a  moral  code 
which  was  nrt  <.ili<'r  ih;in  the  Decalogue  ;  aiul  a  religious 
life  wJKtse  absdjute  impersonation  was  He  who,  "  while  in 
the  w(.rld,  was  I  lie  light  of  the  world,"'  and  whose  word  of 
insj»iralion  was,  "  FtiUow  thou  Me.'' 


JEREMIAH     P.ROBINSON. 

.liiM-.MiAii  pMTTi;i:  Hoi{iNs<».N  was  born  in  South  Kings- 
town.   KJK.de  island.  August    18th.  181!),  and  entered  into 
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rest  at  Broriklyn,  Au^nist  26tli,  1S86.     To  Ms  loving  friends 
this   sciilj)tiire(l   m-oi-d  of  such  a  life  seems  as  cold  and 
hnai-th'SH  as  the  niar))]e  or  granite  on  wliich  it  is  inscribed. 
And  when  tlir  history  in  its  fuller  details  is  all  completed, 
t\u'  liiiii-vr  ,,r  tl,,.  heart  will  still  remain  unsatisfied.     Mr. 
ItoiMNsoN  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  men  famous  in  the 
arniMls  of  Ncw-Kngland.     If  we  go  back  six  generations  we 
liiid  (lovenior  Wtlliam  Kobixson,  tlirifty,   revered  and 
honored   among  the  high  officials  of  the   State;   and  all 
<h)\vn  the  line  the  record  of  the  family  is  almost  equally 
illustrious.     (tHohge  C.  Robinsoi^  followed  commerce  on 
the  st'ii,    and    was    suddenly   called  from  earthly  life    at 
('anion,  China,  at  the  age  of  8?,  leaving  five  small  chil- 
dren, of  whom  .Iekemiaii  was  the  eldest,  to  the  care  of  the 
young  mothei',  without  the  fortune  he  hoped  to  acquire  for 
them  in  his  life  of  adventure. 

The  hoy  remained  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  Jeke- 
.MiAii  NiLKs  Potter,  who  owned  a  large  landed  estate  in 
South  Kingstown,  until  he  Avas  twelve  years  of  age,  growing 
strong  and  sturdy  in  labor  upon  the  farm,  and  receiving 
onlv  such  education  as  was  iiiven  in  the  common  schools 
of  t  hat  day.  lie  then  served  a  little  over  two  years  in  the 
grocery  store  of  his  nncle  at  Newport,  silent  two  years 
moi'e  working  in  the  field,  and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
wringing  a  reluctant  consent  from  his  anxious  mother,  he 
c:ime  to  New-York.  This  goal  of  his  aspirations  in  1836 
was  widely  dilferent  fnmi  the  great  metropolis  of  the 
present  d:i\-,  but  it  always  gave  a  chilling  welcome  to 
those  who  cnme  to  seek  their  fortunes  at  its  hands,  and 
its  ]u»nors  and  gains  were  never  to  be  had  except  by 
]»atient.  i)ei-seve:ing  toil,  and  a  pluck  and  energy  thai: 
will  not  be  denied."  This  temper  and  these  gifts  the  boy 
brouglit  with  him,  and  by  their  exercise  he  wi-ought  for 
himself  a  home  for  his  adventurous  feet. 

After  a  long  weary  search  in  quest  of  employment,  he  at 
last  found  a  situation  in  the  store  of  E.  P.  &  A.  AYood- 
UUKF,  dealers  in  fish,  salt  and  provisions.  All  that  was 
promised  him  for  his  toil,  early  and  late,  and  his  untiring 
devotion  to  Ills  employers'  interests,  was  his  board  in  the 
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f:mii]y  of  one  of  tliein,  and  lie  was  to  fiirnisli  his  own 
wardi'oix'.  ]5ut  he  was  not  daunted,  and  he  rendered  sueh 
faillifiil  and  intelli<i:ent  service  that  lie  soon  won  for  liiniself 
a  nior*'  lucrative  i)ositioiL  Many  eyes  were  npon  him, 
noticing  his  skill  and  iidelity,  and  lie  received  many  tempt- 
ing offers  to  change  his  (Quarters,  but  he  clung  to  the  one 
estahlisliiiK'iii.  and  afli'i'  four  years  became  so  essential  to 
the  business  that  he  was  taken  into  partnership.  He  was 
soon  the  real  head  of  tiie  linn,  and  continued  so  through 
all  the  changes  of  its  nieml)ers  l)y  death  and  retirement. 

Tile  story  of  his  sagacity  and  enterprise  in  developing 
the  livei-  front  of  ]5rooklyn  is  too  long  to  be  told  in  this 
bi-ief  sketch.  ifis  association  with  the  late  William 
Jii;Ai:i>  in  tlie  pui-chase  and  imi)i'<)vement  of  warehouse 
and  docl;  inopcrty,  and  the  construction  of  the  Eiie  Basin, 
^\  liicli  have  added  so  largely  to  the  commercial  prosperity 
of  the  ( 'ity  ill  which  he  builthis  home,  gave  afresh  direction 
Id  his  iHisiiK'ss  activity,  and  largely  augmented  a  fortune 
alrcailv  aiiijih'  for  his  support.  He  was  also  interested  in 
the  great  Mast  Kiver  Suspension  Bridge,  and  was  one  of 
th'-  jiioneers  in  the  promotion  of  that  successful  enterprise. 
From  iirst  to  last,  he  was  always  the  same  active,  wise, 
•Micrgetic  man  of  business,  kind  and  lil)eral  to  his  workmen 
and  employees,  and  true  to  all  the  interests  committed  to 
his  hands. 

This  is  luit  the  bald  oiiiline  of  a  career  that  was  one 
unbroken  success  from  l)o\hoo(l  to  his  maturer  vears :  and 
if  fails.  ;ifter  all.  in  iwealing  the  man  as  he  was  cherished 
in  the  lie;iii.s  of  those  wild  Uuew  hiiii  best.  In  i)erson,  he 
was  broad  shoiildeie<|,  dee[)  chested,  comely  in  face, 
dignified  in  his  bearing.  l)Ut  in  his  home  was  gentle  and 
8inii»iedie;ii(ed  :is  a  (  liild.  lie  was  broad  and  liberal  in  his 
charities.  Ib^  never  accpiiivd  a  dojlnr  by  those  methods 
which  increase  the  fortunes  of  so  many  who  count  their 
gains  in  millions.  His  enti'rprises  were  all  in  Hie  line  of 
legitimate  business.  His  activili<'s.  if  they  brought  gain  to 
himself,  were  also  iiserul  to  others,  :iii<|  eveiy  (h)IIar  of  the 
hirge  estate  lie  left  was  honestly  and  fairly  earned. 

He  liad  a  strong  helping  hand  for  his  fellows,  in  times  of 
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fiiinnfijil  pf-ril  an<l  distress,  and  he  stood  in  the  community 
as  :i  to\\«'r  of  stivnutli  and  support  in  the  days  of  business 
(h'pivssion,  wli^-n  the  liearts  of  so  many  failed  them  for 
U'iiy.  \\t'  did  not  grew  liard  and  seliish  as  his  riches 
incn-jiscd,  hut  more  thoughtful  and  considerate  of  the 
Wi'lfaic  of  others,  with  every  added  year  of  personal 
])r()sp('i-ity,  aixl,  down  to  the  close  of  his  earthly  service. 
In*  maiutaiiK'd  a  name  unsullied  ])y  a  single  stain. 

I'x'tter  still,  and  glowing  with  Heaven's  own  radiance, 
was  his  i-nligious  life  and  character.  AVith  deep  humility 
and  a  geniMvms  forbearance  in  his  treatment  of  others,  he 
was  always  the  consistent  Christian  gentleman.  He  Mas 
loyal  to  his  faith,  and  was  never  ashamed  to  avow  his 
attachment  to  truth  and  righteousness.  But  no  i:)en  can 
do  lull  justic<^  to  such  a  life  and  character.  Nor  is  a  por- 
trait needed  for  those  who  knew  and  loved  him.  They  miss 
his  linn  and  manly  step,  and  the  warm  grasp  of  his  friendly 
hand,  but  liis  memory  is  a  constant  presence  both  in  the 
chei'ished  liome  and  the  business  circles  adorned  with  his 
bright  example.  His  widow  followed  him  to  the  land  of 
rest  a.  few  weeks  since,  leaving  four  affectionate  children  to 
mourn  the  departure  of  a  fond  and  faithful  mother.  But 
they  have  a  priceless  inheritance  in  the  radiance  of  a  life 
no  shadow  can  ever  cloud.  Its  light  went  not  out  at  the 
evening  hour,  but  amid  the  golden  glorios  of  its  setting  sun 
it  took  on  the  immortality  of  an  endless  day. — David  M. 
Stonk. 


THOMAS  B.  CODDINGTON. 

Thomas  Bttler  Coddixgtox  was  bornat  Perth  AuiIk)}', 
New-Jersey.  December  5th,  1814.  He  was  the  son  of  Joiix 
and  Mautiia  CoDDiN(n-ox,  and  a  descendant  of  AVilliam 
Coi>di\(;tox,  the  first  Governor  of  Rhode  Island.  During 
his  infancy  his  father  was  lost  at  sea,  and  when  he  was  but 
seven  years  old  his  mother  died,  leaving  two  sons,  David, 
who  lived  only  to  attain  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  Thomas, 
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lln'  snl)j«'rr  of  tliis  sketch.  After  the  death  of  his  mother, 
a  wdiimii  (pf  more  than  ordinary  character  and  intellect,  he 
was  cared  for  and  educated  bv  an  onlv  uncle,  and  his 
irraiulniother  ( '(ii>i»iN(i ton.  \Vli('n  about  lifteen  years  of 
a<z:e,  Im'  came  to  New-York,  and  went  into  the  office  of 
.l.\Mi:s  A.  >btoi;i:,  a  Avhite  lead  merchant,  wdio  took  a 
marked  interest  in  the  boy,  and  during  the  few  years  he 
was  with  liim,  his  house  was  open  to  him  as  a  home. 
Wiien  about  eighteen,  having  been  provided  with  letters  of 
inti'oduction,  he  started  for  New-Orleans,  but  the  cholera 
l)i-eaking  out  there,  he  returned  in  less  than  a  year  to  New- 
York,  and  engaged  in  a  commission  business.  In  the  year 
lS:i5  he  formed  the  hiin  of  T.  B.  Coddington  &  Co., 
estal)lishing  himself  in  Broad-street  in  the  metal  business. 
The  following  year  he  married  Almiha  Piiice,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Eijpiialkt  Piiick,  a  Presbyterian  Minister. 

For  a  short  time  he  made  his  home  in  Brooklyn,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  New-Y''ork.  In  1854  he  added 
the  importation  of  bar  iron  and  steel  to  that  of  metals,  and 
later  <'stablished  a  house  in  Liverpool,  England,  under  the 
.same  hrm  name.  In  ISG'J  he  went  to  Eni-land,  and  for 
sev'ial  years  i-esided  with  his  fannly  in  London,  returning 
to  New-Yoik  in  1876.  So  long  as  he  lived,  he  maintained 
Ins  coinu'cljon  with  ihe  business  he  liad  founded,  wdiich 
had  increa.s<'(l  in  magnitude  and  importance,  until  his  lirm 
had  become  widely  known  as  one  of  the  foremost  houses 
in  t  h<'  metni  trade. 

huring  his  business  careei'  of  more  than  half  a  century, 
.Mr.  ("omuNciToN  displaved  in  an  eminent  deurree  the 
<jualilies  which  <lisiin^;iiishe(l  and  adorned  the  best  mer- 
<liants  of  his  lime.  j|e  was  remarkable  for  the  quickness 
of  his  perceptions,  his  jiromplitude  in  action,  and  the 
(■((urage  and  clieerfulness  with  which  he  met  all  the  vicissi- 
tu<h's  of  commei-cial  life;  and.  while  his  high  character 
ami  abilities  commanded  the  respect  and  <'onlidence  of 
those  wiiji  whom  he  was  lu'onght  in  contact,  his  genial 
disjiosiiioii,  tJie  kindness  of  his  heart,  and  his  ready  sym- 
jiathy  and  heljifulness,  \\(in  their  friendliness  and  regard. 

Jlis  energy  and    sagacity,    and   his   Avide   acquaintance 
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Willi  riH'ii  :in(l  nihihs.  caused  his  services  to  be  desired  l)y 
many  corporations  and  societies,  and  led  to  his  co-operation 
vvilli  ihcrii  in  an  oflicial  capacity. 

Mr.  ('oi)i»i\f:'|-o.\  was  a  religions  man,  and  the  iuHnence 
of  Iiis  unohfriisivc  faith  was*  manifest  in  his  life.  He 
wjis  a  nicnilx'j-  and  a  vestryman  of  Grace  Church,  this 
(;ity,  to  uliicli  lu'  was  strongly  attached,  and  took  an 
active  int«Mvst  in  diocesan  affairs,  and  in  those  of  the 
Clinrcli  at  large.  For  many  years  he  was  a  Trustee  and 
'i'rcasMicr  (.f  1  he 'IVinity  Public  Schools,  and,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  was  Treasurer  of  the  General  Convention  of 
fhe  Protestant  Kpiscopal  Church  in  the  United  States. 

In  all  sMcli  relations  he  manifested  the  same  ability  and 
ellicieiicy  that  characterized  his  conduct  in  other  affairs  of 
life,  and  made  him  a  valuable  counsellor  and  coadjutor  in 
all  the  enterprises  in  wliich  he  was  engaged. 

Ml'.  ( 'oDDLN'GTOX  was  a  man  of  line  presence  and  unusual 
physical  strength,  and  although  he  was  then  in  his  seventy- 
secidid  year,  his  death,  on  the  23d  of  February,  18S6,  after 
a  brii'f  illness,  was  a  surprise  as  well  as  a  great  giief  to  his 
many  friends.  He  has  left  behind  him  an  honored  name, 
and  a  memory  which  is  grateful  to  all  who  knew  him. 


GEORGE  W.  BLUNT. 

(tEouge  AVilliam  Bluxt  was  born  in  Xewburyport, 
Maine,  :March  11th,  1802,  and  died  in  this  City,  April 
IDth,  1878,  in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  his  age.  His 
father,  Edmitnd  M.vkcii  Blunt,  was  a  writer  on  nautical 
subjects,  and  publisher  of  '^Blukt's  Coast  Pilot,"  the 
lirst  .Mliticm  of  which  was  issued  in  1796,  and  subsequently 
translated  into  most  of  the  European  languages.  When 
his  father  retired  from  the  management,  Geoiige  William 
continued  the  publication  until  1866,  when  it  was  sold 
to  the  Government.  Mr.  Bluxt  followed  the  sea  before 
he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  gave  considerable  study 
to  navigation.     In  1822  he  began  business  as  a  publisher 
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of  charts  and  nautical  works,  at  tlie  corner  of  Water 
and  Fulton  streets,  in  a  building  which  stood  on  the  site 
wjicrc  the  United  States  Hotel  now  stands.  The  business 
was  moved  from  there  to  Water-street  and  Maiden  Lane, 
and  sul)sequently  to  Water-sireet  and  Burling  Slip,  and 
tliere  continued,  l^y  Edmund  and  George  W.  Blunt, 
until  1800.  The  latter  assisted  liis  brother,  Edmund,  in  the 
surveys  of  iS'ew-York  Harbor,  Bahama  Banks  and  George's 
Shoals,  all  of  which  were  made  on  private  account.  The 
T'^nitcd  States  Coast  Survej'^  was  not  then  in  active  operation. 
Jn  18:34  Mr.  Bluxt  called  the  attention  of  the  United  States 
Government  to  the  superiority  of  the  Fresnel  light  for  use 
in  light-houses,  and,  upon  the  request  of  his  brother, 
Edmimi,  this  light  was  subsequently  adopted,  and  in  1852 
the  i)resent  Light-house  Board  was  organized. 

Gf:oR<;i;  W.  Blunt  Avas  selected  in  1845  as  one  of  a 
commission  to  oi'ganize  the  present  system  of  pilotage  for 
the  Port  of  New- York.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  also 
elected  him  a  Pilot  Commissioner,  which  office  he  held  at 
the  time  (»f  his  death.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Chamb<M-  of  Commerce  April  5,  1842,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  liis  associates.  He  was  for  live  years  a  trustee  of 
the  Seamen's  Retreat,  two  years  a  Commissioner  of  Emi- 
graiidii,  Pri^sidcnl  of  the  Commission  for  Licensing  Sailors' 
l^oarding  iloiiscs,  a  member  of  the  Marine  Society,  one  of 
1  he  lirsl  membci-s  of  tlie  Union  League  Club,  and  the  oldest 
direcldi' ill  till'  Manhatiaii  Company.  The  greatest  service 
Mr.  r>i,i  N  I'  iciwh'red  Ihis  communitv  wii«  his  untirinu"  visi- 
lance  in  |)i'evenling  encroachments  on  New- York  harbor, 
and  uiging  measures  foi- its  ])i'otection  and  improvement ;  to 
thcM'  siibjccjs  he  devoted  mucli  of  liis  time.  Buiing  the 
war  he  was  OIK!  of  a  Coiumitlee  appointed  to  examine  ap- 
plicanls  for  the  volunteer  Navy,  and  at  that  time  furnished 
the  Government  with  able  and  competent  officers.  In 
other  respects  he  was  an  active  and  earnest  worker,  and 
never  grudged  llu;  service  it  was  in  his  power  to  render 
in  the  interests  of  tli<'  piililic  generally.  Mr.  Blunt  had 
two  childieii.  datighters,  l)o1h  of  whom  survived  him. 
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JONATHAN    GOODHUE. 

Tins  rMriiiuTit  merchant  was  born  in  Salem,  Massadiii- 
selts,  .liiii.'  2l.st,  ]78:j.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Hon. 
J}  EN  ./A. MIX  (jtooDJiirE,  United  States  Senator  from  that 
State  for  two  successive  terms.  He  was  educated  in  the 
best  schools  of  S.ilcm,  which  was  then  an  important  and 
wealthy  seaport. 

In  tlie  year  1708,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  entered  tlie 
counting  lif)iise  of  tlie  Hon.  Joiix  Norris,  of  Salem,  one 
of  thi*  most  wealthy  and  enteri)rising  merchants  of  that 
cily,  who  was  extensively  engaged  in  trade  with  Euroj)e 
and  lh(!  East  Indies.  Mr.  Norris  was  held  in  high  regard 
for  his  great  moral  worth,  his  piety,  benevolence  and  truth- 
fulness. After  live  years  of  training  in  commercial  pur- 
snils,  young  Goodhue  was  sent,  by  Mr.  Norris,  as 
supercargo  of  one  of  his  ships,  to  Aden,  on  the  Arabian 
coast  of  the  Red  Sea.  There  was  no  Suez  Canal  in  those 
(lays,  and  (he  voyage  was  made  by  way  of  the  Cape  of 
(xootl  lIoi)e  :ind  the  Isle  of  France,  and  thence  up  the  Red 
Sea.  Including  about  six  months  spent  at  Aden,  the 
voyage  occupied  nineteen  months.  He  reached  Salem  in 
.luly,  ISOo,  and  in  the  following  October  made  a  second 
voyage,  to  Calcutta,  which  terminated  in  October,  1806. 
His  intelligent  observation  and  study  enabled  him  to  profit 
greatly  by  these  voyages,  and  to  understand  wdiat  cargoes 
were  best'litted  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  peoples  whom 
he  visited. 

A  year  later,  (November,  1807,)  he  removed  to  New- 
York]  to  start  in  business  for  himself  ;  having  the  friend- 
ship, confidence  and  patronage  of  his  late  employer,  Mr. 
NoRRis.  of  the  Hon.  AVillia:si  Gray  of  Boston,  and  Joseph 
Pkarody,  one  of  the  most  eminent  merchants  of  Salem. 
He  bore,  also,  strong  letters  of  commendation  to  the  Hon. 
Oliver  WoLcoTT,  who  was  then  engaged  in  commercial 
pursuits,  to  Archibald  Gracie,  and  to  General  Matthew 
Clarksox,  whose  daughter  he  subsequently  married. 

His  early  career  was  marked  by  moderate  success,  which 
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would  have  been  much  greater,  but  for  the  long  embargo 
and  the  subsequent  war  with  Great  Britain.  When  peace 
was  dechired  in  1814,  he  despatched  an  express  messenger 
to  Boston,  with  instructions  to  proclaim  aloud  the  good 
news  at  every  town  on  the  route.  The  messenger  was  re- 
ceived with  ixreat  iov  at  Boston  and  elsewhere,  and  Mr. 
Goodhue's  conduct  in  making  this  intelligence  a  public 
blessing,  instead  of  using  it  for  private  and  speculative 
l)urposes,  won  him  the  regard  of  all  business  men  who 
knew  him. 

After  tlie  war,  his  commercial  transactions  were  extended 
through  all  the  ports  of  Europe,  the  East  Indies,  Mexico  and 
Soutli  America,  and  his  correspondents,  who  visited  New- 
York  and  enjoyed  his  open-handed  hospitality,  became 
warmly  attached  to  him.  Amid  all  the  vicissitudes  of  com- 
merce and  trade  which  aifected  the  business  of  the  great  ship- 
I)ing  houses  of  America.,  between  1807  and  1848,  the  embargo, 
t  Ik'  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  fluctuations  of  the  currency, 
the  great  linnncinl  ]^anics  of  1827  and  1837,  and  the  Mexican 
war,  the  iiini,  of  which  Mr.  (jIoodiiue  was  the  head,  main- 
tained the  highest  cn^dit  and  the  most  spotless  reputation. 
Wealth  rolled  in  upon  them,  and  it  was  used  wisely  and  un- 
grudgingly, though  ahvays  quietly,  in  aiding  the  unfortu- 
nate and  t  he  youngerand  weaker  firms,  and  in  the  promotion 
of  learning,  science  and  leligion.  His  kindness  of  heart  was 
Ilia  nif<  si  ill  all  his  daily  life.  His  domestic  servants  and  liis 
eiiijiloyeeswere  strongly  bound  to  him,  and  almost  invaria- 
bly remained  in  liis  employ,  till  they  were  obliged  to  retire 
from  active  life. 

In  ])()litics,  Mr.  G<H»i)inTi:  was  a  Federalist  of  the  old 
seliuol.  and  from  its  princi  j)les  he  never  swerved  or  departed 
ill  lli(!  slightest  degree.  As  an  importer,  in  the  condition 
of  our  country  at  that  time,  h(5  was,  very  naturally,  a 
Ntrong  advocate  (if  fivf  trade,  lie  was  most  thoroughly 
jialriotie.  and  in  all  his  coiiimercial  operations  he  was 
zealous  for  the  In  mi  or  <  if  t  lie  nation's  flag. 

lie  be<'auie  a  iiMiiilur  of  I  he  Chamber  of  (Commerce 
April  !."».  1S17.  and  was  acti\e.  though  never  obtrusive,  in 
its   deliberations.      Jie  retained   liis   membership  till    his 
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dffitfi.  lie  was  elected  its  President  Mav  2,  1843,  but  de- 
clirK'd  tlie  Inmor.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Chamber, 
convened  November  25th,  1848,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
deatli,  th(r  following  i-esoliitions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

liesoUecI,  'YWdt  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  mer- 
cliaiils  of  New- York,  representing  the  unanimous  sense 
of  tlicir  body,  record  the  death  of  Jonathan  Goodhue, 
now  do  more  of  eai'tli,  witli  the  sincerest  grief,  and  with 
the  iiiglicst  respect  for  his  virtues. 

licsoloed^  Tliat  as  a  merchant  his  enterprise,  his  sys- 
tematic attention  to  business,  his  unvarying  good  faith 
and  lidejitw  Ills  unspotted  honor  and  unstained  integrity, 
eiililie  liiiii  to  a  lasting  good  name  in  the  commercial 
aniKiis  of  our  country. 

liesolvcd,  That  we  equally  declare  our  high  esteem  for 
his  vii-tues  as  a  man,  for  his  kindness  of  heart,  his  liberality 
in  useful  public  enterprises  and  his  activity  in  works  of 
eliarity,  for  his  modesty,  and  also  for  his  elevated  Christian 
sjiirit,  and  for  the  unostentatious  simplicitj^  and  blameless 
pMi-ity  of  his  private  life. 

liesolved,  That  in  common  with  the  whole  commercial 
community  of  this  country,  by  whom  he  has  been  so  long 
known  and  esteemed,  we  respectfully  tender  our  sympathy 
to  ills  mourning  relatives  and  friends— and  that  these 
resolutions  be  communicated  to  them  as  a  last  mark  of  our 
respect. 

At  this  meeting  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  procure  a 
bust  of  Mr.  Goodhue,  which  was  afterwards  executed  by 
the  late  Hkxry  K.  Buowx,  and  is  now  in  the  Rooms  of 
the  Chamber. 

Mr.  Goodhue  had  been  from  his  early  youth  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Church  in  Salem,  and  had 
transferred  his  membership  to  the  church  of  that  de- 
nomination on  its  organization  in  New- York.     His  pastor, 
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Rev.  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  IT.  W.  Bellows,  at  Ms  funeral, 
pronounced  an  eloquent  eulogy  on  liim,  in  Avliicli  lie  did 
justice  to  his  exalted  Christian  character.  But,  though 
faithful  to  his  own  church,  his  hand  and  heart  were  open 
to  every  effort  to  make  men  better,  holier  and  wiser. 

As  a  husband  and  father,  no  man  could  have  been  more 
devoted,  loving  and  tender  than  Mr.  Goodiiee.  In  a  papei-. 
Aviitten  only  a  few^  months  before  his  death,  he  gave  wise 
and  tender  counsels  and  suggestions  to  those  dear  to  him. 
and  after  avowing  his  readiness  to  depart,  when  it  should 
please  the  Lord  to  call  him,  he  subjoined  this  postscript : 
'•  1  add.  as  a  most  happy  reflection,  that  I  am  not  conscious 
that  1  have  ever  brought  evil  on  a  single  human  being." 

Mr.  Goodhue  had  suffered  for  nearly  two  years  from 
symptoms  of  lieai^t  disease,  and  on  November  24th,  1848,  he 
passed  away,  suddenly,  from  that  cause,  not  long  alter  he 
had  completed  his  sixty-fifth  year,  beloved  and  lamented 
by  all  who  know  him. 


GEORGE   GRIS"WOLD. 

Geor(;e  Griswold,  son  of  George  Griswold,  and 
tliird  of  llic  name,  was  born  at  Giant's  Neck,  Lym.e, 
New-London  County,  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1777. 

'J'he  ancestor  of  I  lie  family,  Mattheav  Gris"\vold; 
emigrated  fi-oiii  ii\  me,  England,  in  lO;];"),  to  AYindsor,  Conn. 

Gkokgk  (iRisw('i.i).  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  removed 
to  New-Yoil;  City  in  I ?'.)(),  having  been  previously  a  clerk 
in  a  store  in  Ibiitfoid.  His  <'lder  brother,  Nathaniel 
liVMii:  (i  Kisudi.K,  lind  ])receded  him  in  1795,  and  con- 
ducted business  under  tlie  firm  of  IIayden  &  Griswold, 
wliich  was  dissolved  in  iM'bruary,  1700. 

Tile  i\v(»  broilieis  formed  a  copartnership  in  the  beginning 
of  17US,  the  rniii  n:ime  ])eing  Nathaniel  L.  &  George 
(iiiMswoi.i>.  w liicii  coiiiiiiiird  iniijl  the  death  of  Nathaniel 
in  IS-IC).  The  business  was  carried  on  under  the  same  name 
by  <Jkor(je  and  his  descendants  until  dissolved,  January 
1st.  1S70. 
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Tlir-  house  soon  an|iiiiv(l  r-redit,  and  by  industry  and 
Hkillfiil  iiiaii:i^o'fii..nt  steadily  advanced  in  wealth  and 
inHriene.'.  To  Xatiiamel  was  assigned  mainly  that 
portion  of  the  business  that  related  directly  to  the 
care  and  iii.iiiageijient  of  their  numerous  vessels  when  in 
port,  wliilsl  (;i;(»ir(;i;  assumed  the  financial  control  and 
Kiiiflanr..  of  il,,.],-  ^eurn,!  affairs.  During  the  first  five 
years  ih.-ir  operations  were  on  a  very  small  scale,  and 
consisted  (.r  commissions  and  speculations  at  home,  and 
adventiiivs  to  ih<'  West  Indies.  Afterwards  they  boldly 
ernbarl^cil,  -.a  successive  periods,  in  enterprises  to  every 
(piarferc.r  tlie  world  open  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  u  hirli  ap])eared  to  oIFer  a  pnmiise  of  success. 

(»i;oi;(;k  (juiswoi-n  early  rose  to  the  very  front  rank  of 
moi-chanls  foi-  intelligence,  comprehensiveness  of  view  and 
sign;il  aldlity.  He  maintained  this  position  during  the 
whole  of  his  life. 

Possessed  of  a  vigorous  intellect  and  strong  memorj^  he 
was  capabh'  of  severe  and  long-continued  mental  labor. 
Ills  piM*c:'i)tion  was  clear  and  ready,  his  decision  prompt, 
his  :iclioii  full  of  energy.  His  high  integrity  and  sound 
juilgUK'Ut  commanded  i)ublic  contidence,  and  led  to  his 
fre(pi(>nt  selection  for  the  office  of  arbitrator  or  umpire 
in  the  SL'ttlement  of  commercial  disputes.  He  served  as 
dir<'c!or  in  various  corjiorations,  insurance  companies, 
banks  ami  oth;'r  associations  connected  with  commerce, 
auil  ill  railroad  companies  when  this  branch  of  internal 
comiu'rc;' began  to  assume  importancL\  and  ever  discharged 
his  duties  with  diligiMice  and  abilitv.  He  made  the  law  of 
marine  insurance  a  subject  of  special  study,  and  his 
opinion  on  ditliciilt  cases  is  believed  to  have  possessed  for 
many  years  a  weight  not  surpassed  by  any  contemporary, 
lay  or  piofessional. 

Whilst  he  was  always  largely  and  actively  eng-aged  in 
comnuM'cial  enterprises,  he  was  ever  foremost  in  every 
benevolent  and  imblic-spirited  undertaking.  During  the 
prevalencL>  of  yellow  fever  and  the  cholera  he  remained 
in  the  Citv  and  administered  of  his  substance  to  the 
sufTerimr.      He   was   amongst   the   first   to  relieve  those 
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suffering  from  fire  or  other  calamities,  in  other  cities  as 
well  as  his  own. 

Mr.  (tRISWOld  had  a  very  extensive  acquaintance  with 
tlie  leading  men  of  all  professions,  and  was  on  terms  of 
intimacy  with  Webster  and  his  contemporaries. 

Ilis  politics  were  ever  conservative.  Early  in  life  he  was 
a  Federalist.  He  joined  the  Whig  party  at  its  formation, 
and  followed  its  fortunes  to  the  end.  Although  a  zealous 
and  ('fTicient  laborer  in  \he  political  field,  he  never  held  a 
political  or  civil  oflice  other  than  that  of  Elector  for  the 
State  of  New- York,  wdien  General  Taylor  was  chosen 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Griswold  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
("ommerce  April  15th,  1817,  and  always  took  an  active 
part  in  its  affairs. 

In  person,  Mr.  Griswold  presentt^d  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  vigorous  race  to  Avhich  he  belonged.     Nearly  six  feet' 
in  height,  with  broad  shoulders  and  chest,  erect,  muscular 
and   well   balanced,    his    carriage   was  graceful,    and   his 
activity  and  strength  seldom  surpassed. 

II<'  died,  after  a  short  illness,  at  New-Brighton,  Staten 
Island,  (m  September  .0th,  ISjO,  in  the  83d  year  of  his  age, 
and  was  buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery. 


WALTER   R.  JONES. 

Wai.'iki:  \l.  .Tones  was  the  loading  Marine  Underwriter 
of  his  (lay.  and  cont lilxiicd  hiigi'ly  to  the  development  of 
thai  fh'iiartnK'nl  of  coinmerce  in  ihc  United  States,  particu- 
larly ai  ihc  Toll  of  New- York.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
.b»M;s,  :ind  was  horn  at  ('old  Spring  Harbor,  Long  Island, 
Ai)ril  I.")!]!.  17li3.  Tlio  Cold  Spiing  branch  of  tlw^  .Tones 
family  of  (JiK'cns  Counfv,  whose  oriu:inal  sc^at  was  on  the 
.south  sido  of  the  Island,  whence  all  llu;  sons  of  Willi.vm 
Jo.NEs  emigrated,  excepting  the  father  of  Chief  Justice 
Samiel  .Tones,  were  originally  gentlemen  farmers  and 
manufacturers.     Their  descendants,   however,  were  natu- 
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rally  attracted  to  tiii.s  City,  in  the  building  up  of  whose 
business  jind  prosj)erity  some  of  them  took  no  insignificant 
pint. 

At  tli<'  ;ig('  of  eleven,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  entered 
the  Ntoiv  of  his  eldest  brother,  William  H.  Joi^ks,  then  in 
1  Im|  flour  f  i;id<\  A  few  years  later,  through  the  instrumen- 
f.'ilily  of  his  eoMsin,  J.  .Tacksox  Joxks,  he  became  a  clerk 
in  Hie  ofhce  of  Ww  IJnited  Insurance  Company,  which  was 
airuuig  the  earliest  of  our  City  organizations  to  undertalve 
rnai-ine  risks,  and  where  he  served  his  lirst  apprenticeship 
lo  (he  calling  that  engrossed  all  the  subsequent  years  of 
his  lif«'.  In  15-24  he  became  an  assistant  to  Archibald 
(«'i:a<  IK,  President  of  the  first  Atlantic  Insurance  Com- 
|>a,ny.  I  ii  IS2S),  after  the  discontinuance  of  this  Company, 
and  in  conjunction  with  Josiaii  L.  Hale,  he  organized 
the  second  Atlantic  Insurance  Company,  with  a  capital  of 
$:<:)(>, ()()().  Mr.  IIalk  was  President  and  Mr.  Jones  Vice- 
President,  and  tlieComi>any  had  a  prosperous  career  until, 
in  turn,  it  gave  j»la(^e  to  a  third  successor,  bearing  the  name 
"Allatitic." 

In  the  yeiir  1842  the  mutual  system  of  insurance  had 
come  into  favor.  The  substitution  of  the  assured,  for 
stockholders,  as  recipients  of  such  dividends  as  might  be' 
realized  from  the  business  of  underwriting,  appealed  to  the 
interest  of  the  merchants.  Various  difficulties  and  hazards 
wer;'  necessarily  incident  to  the  inauguration  and  conduct 
of  such  a  system.  But  the  experiment  was  in  process  of 
being  tried,  and  Mr.  .Ionhs  and  his  associates  had  faith  in 
their  ability  to  adoi)t  it  and  carry  it  successfully  forward. 
Acc;)rdingly,  the  pnvsent  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
]>any  was  chartered  and  commenced  business  July  1st, 
1812,  with  Mr.  Jonks  as  President  and  Mr.  Hale  as  A^ice- 
l^resident.  Not  long  afterward  the  office  of  Secretary  was 
tilled  by  Joiix  D,  Jones,  who  succeeded  his  uncle  in  ISoo, 
and  has  ever  since  been  the  President. 

The  characteristics  of  Walter  R.  Jones  were  untiring 
energy  and  industry,  fidelity  to  dut}^  probity,  accuracy 
and  prudence.  These  qualities,  together  with  the  skill  and 
experience  gained  in  his  previous  training,  were  devoted 
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to  the  estaMislimeiit  and  nianngement  of  tlie  new  enter- 
pri.M".  Of  the  C'omitnny's  standing  little  need  be  said  liere. 
Its  !m<m<'slioncd  credit  and  honorable  repute  have  long 
b.-.-u  n-<-ojrnizfd  throughout  the  coniniercial  world.  During 
tli.-t4-n  v.«ars.  dating'  from  January,  1844,  the  average  of 
annual  divi<lond  realized  by  its  assured  exceeded  tliirty- 
flin-t-  per  cent.,  and  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Jonks'  decease,  in 
l.s;i:».  theagirregate  of  these  dividends,  made  in  scrip  to  the 
a.ssun-d,  had  exceeded  six  nnllions  of  dollars.  The  iirm 
foiindati«»ns  on  which  the  Company  was  thus  established 
n-niain  unshaken,  and  lis  prosi)erity  and  usefulness  in  the 
wrvice  of  commerce  have  been  uninterrupted. 

Willi.- ollicial  duties  claimed  the  time  and  attention  of 
Mr.  .loxKs.  th.-y  did  not  wholly-  debar  him  from  other  in- 
1  which  did  not  recpiire  his  immediate  personal  care. 

Ani'iig  these  interests,  centred  at  Cold  Si)ring  Harbor, 
were  manufacturing  industries  and  whaling  ventures,  under 
th«'  management  of  his  brother.  .l(»iix  II.  Jonks.  It  may 
Ik«  !nenti<»ne(l.  :i<  uiatterof  local  history,  that  in  1848  the 
whalinir  lleet  liii.d  dut  at  Cold  Spring  numbered  eight 
\<-«'-e|s.  luiving  an  aggregate  tonnage  exceeding  three  thou- 
K«nd  tons.  <-arrying  altoul  two  linii(lre(l  and  lifty  men,  and 
ing  about  a  (juarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

Th«'  ready  synipathy  of  Mr.  .Ioxes  was  also  enlisted  for 
humane  enierprises.  when  wisely  planned,  and  especially 
"'    *  .'•i:it4'd  with   the  sea.      II   was  largely  due  to  his 

i'  '''iii  elFort  that  t  hi- Life  Saving  J5en(>volent  Associa- 
'•■•'  \v:iH  cliartered  in  Maich,  1S4;»,  and  was  enabled  to 
■  ■  the  improved  system  of  Life  Saving  Stations  on  tiie 
Atlantic  r<(ast.  In  sliort,  he  was  neven*  content  to  be  idle 
«»r  to  wanfe  a  nutHHMit  ]>(»ssiblr  to  be  employed  upon  some 
UM-ful  task.  .\t  tlie  same  linie  liis  Irnuk  sincerity  and  un- 
\\"U  f<»rliima  kindly  place  in  the  recollec- 
ii"ie^  <•(  Ills  as>«M-iat4's  au'l  eutniiporaiies. 

Mr.  JoNKs  wa.M  elected   a    meml>er   of   the  Chamber  of 
Comm.-n'e.  Novenjber  -Ith,  1S:M,  and  retained  his  member- 
-'■ip  until  hisde:it|i.  whic-h  occurn-d  in  this('ity,  April  7tli, 
.*'   in  thi   Kivt\  V,  ,ond  year  of  ins  age. 
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LORING  ANDRE^VS. 

L()i:iN(;  A\Dni:ws  was  born  on  January  31st,  1799,  at 
WirMlliarn.  in  White  (now  called  Greene)  County,  in  the 
Stale  of  New- Vol  k.  His  first  American  ancestor,  William 
Am)i;j;\vs,  liad  been  one  of  the  companions  of  Joii^'  Dav- 
JiM'oin'  in  the  settlement  of  the  colony  of  New-Haven,  in 
]n:{.»,  jind  his  name  appears  on  the  records  as  one  of  the 
twelve  men  chosen  to  select  from  their  own  number  the 
seven  i'lir.ufesses  to  whom  was  to  be  entrusted  the  govern- 
ment of  the  infant  settlement.  William's  son,  Samuel, 
wiio  acconi])anied  his  father  from  England,  removed  with 
Ills  own  family,  in  1G72,  to  Wallingford,  the  iirst  off>hoot 
<»r  I  he  j)arent  colony,  and  but  a  few  miles  removed  from  it. 
The  fcMinder  of  the  Ameiican  family  built  the  first  church 
in  Xew-Haven,  and  after  the  migration  to  Wallingford,  the 
name  ap])eais  in  many  of  the  documents  relating  to  the 
history  of  that  community.  The  removal  to  Windham  was 
made  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century  by  Laban 
Andiikws,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  it  was  in  Windham  that  Lowing  Andeews  received 
his  education,  and  underwent  the  early  experience  that 
was  the  loundal ion  of  his  subsequent  success  in  a  larger 
s]>h(Me  of  action  than  the  little  country  village  afforded. 

C'oNSTAXT  Andkkws,  Lokincj's  father,  was  w^ell  remem- 
bered in  "Windham  a  few  years  ago,  as  having  been  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  prominent  Free  Mason,  a  man  of 
commanding  ])resence,  and  of  an  ardent  and  enterpris- 
ing- temiHM-.  The  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the  second  son. 

Almost  with  the  beginning  of  the  century,  began  that 
movement  to  the  then  unknown  "  Great  West,"  which 
drew  with  it  the  more  adventurous  spirits  of  the  seaboard 
States.  Constant  Andhews  was  one  of  these,  and  as  he 
was  a  land  surveyor  by  profession,  the  opportunities  of  a 
new  countiy  appealed  to  liim  with  especial  force.  In  1817 
lie  joined  the  westward  march  of  the  pioneers,  leaving  his 
family  behind.     Louing  had  already,  in  1813,  at  the  age 
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ui  jwun.H'n,  nppron tired  himself  to  Foster  Morse— one  of 
!ln'«':ijli«'sr  of  file  tanners  Avho  had  been  attracted  by  the 
vir^nn  lu-mloek  forests  of  the  Catskill  Mountains— serving 
out  the  ajiiirentieesliip,  which  was  completed  in  1820.  In 
»lu?  meantime,  liis  motliur  had  died  in  New- York  City,  and 
his  cUh-r  l)r()th(*r  had  followed  his  father  to  the  West. 
WIm-h  Ik'  found  himself  of  age  and  a  free  man,  young 
I/<»i:ix<;  at  once  took  his  way  westward  in  search  of  the 
falhiT  an(n)rotlu'r  of  whom  for  some  years  he  had  heard 
no  direct  tidings.  Tln'  journey  was  then  a  great  under- 
taking for  a  youtli  of  slender  means,  but  he  persevered 
until  ho  discovcnv]  that  both  his  father  and  his  brother  had 
«li«'d  and  been  buried  at  I'rairie-du-Cliien. 

Thi'  fju«*st  liad  occupied  two  years,  and  when  the  melan- 
choly end  of  it  had  been  attained,  young  Andrew^s  re- 
turned to  N<'\v-Y<Mk  by  the  way  of  New-Orleans,  and 
nrrived  at  Hudson,  (wliere  one  of  his  aunts  was  living,) 
worn  out  and  dispirited.  His  good  aunt  refused  to  let  him 
I««:iv«*  ]u'V  utilil  li«'  was  restored  to  health  and  strength,  but 
wlhMi  li<*  w;is  fullv  recovered,  he  determined  again  to  seek 
liis  fi»rfum*  in  the  West.  From  this  purpose  he  was  di- 
v<Tl«'il  by  what  In- ?neant  to  be  a  passing  visit  to  liis  old  home 
at  \Viu<lliam.  TIwh'  Ik*  was  warmly  greeted,  and  his  old 
omployor.  FosTi:i:  aMoi;si;,  offered  him  the  management  of 
oil*'  <if  his  tniin«M-ies,  upon  terms  so  favorable  as  to  induce- 
him  I  le  again  iu  his  birthplace.     Until  1818,  the  busi- 

n'»»H  at  fanning  had  been  prosecuted  on  a  small  scale  oidy, 
but  In  that  y«'ar  Colon. •)  I-'.i.wakks,  of  Northampton,  Mass., 
•1  ill  (ireene  C'ounty  the  lirst  of  the  great  tan- 
iieiu-ti,  which  for  neaily  half  a  century,  and  until  the 
ni  liri'l    b.M-ii    sirippc'l  ,,f   tlR'ir  hemlock   forests,^ 

rtw^  nil.  i  ili<!  leading  industry  of  the  Catskill  region. 
Tli«'  li-alluT  was  cart.'d  over  the  mountain  roads  to  the  town- 
of  Kingston.  «.n  th«'  Hudson  Kiver,  a  long  and  wearisome 
joiirn-y.  nnd  ihf-nce  transjKuted  by  boat  to  the  City  of 
Ni'W  York,  at  that  time,  and  for  many  j^ears  afterward, 
th"  ^..l.•  market  f<.r  tli.-  i)roduct.  It  was  in  1822  that 
I.^»uixo  Amii:k\v.s  returned  to  Greene  County,  and  seven 
'  later  he  came  to  this  City,  which  was  to  be  his  home- 
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for  tli(i  romniruler  of  his  life,  to  establisli  himself  as  a 
iHMlhernierdiiint,  with  a  capital  as  yet  small  in  money,  but 
with  a  reputation  for  intef,mty  and  industry  that  secured 
hini  fh('  confidenre  of  the  tanners  of  Greene  County.  It; 
was  not  loni;  Ix^fore  he  took  a  prominent  place  among  that 
body  of  solid  and  honorable  men  of  the  "Swamp,"  who 
wcr*'  not  less  distinguished  for  their  commercial  honor 
than  for  their  l)usiness  sagacity. 

Ji<»i:i.N<i  Andi:kws  was  to  pass  througli  one  more  trial 
on  his  way  to  jjrospei'ity.  In  IS'.Vi  he  had  formed  a  partner- 
shij>  with  Wii.LiA.M  Wilson,  in  wliich  Gideon  Lee  and 
SitKi'iiEui)  Knai'P  were  special  partners.  The  profits  of 
th<'  liini  were  large  for  several  years,  but  the  panic  of  1837- 
came,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  Mr.  Andkews  found 
himself  once  more  penniless.  But  liere  there  came  to  him 
a  inaik  of  confidence  that  not  only  refiected  honor  upon 
his  special  partners,  but  also  emphasized  the  character  for 
pi-obity  which  he  himself  had  earned.  These  gentlemen 
invited  liim  to  a  conference,  in  the  course  of  which  they 
oiTer(Hl  to  let  their  money  remain  in  his  keeping,  to  be 
rei)aid,  practically,  at  his  OAvn  convenience,  and  with  no 
other  security  than  his  word.  The  money  w^as  repaid  in 
due  time,  and  the  success  of  Loiiing  AndeeW' s  thenceforth 
was  scarcely  broken.  For  a  great  i)ortion  of  the  remainder 
of  liis  business  career  he  was  alone,  except  when,  during 
tS4(),  A  HIKE  Low,  of  Boston,  was  his  partner.  In  1851  he 
admitted  into  partnership  Charles  Gibbons,  a  young 
man  who  had  risen  from  the  ranks,  and  by  his  industry, 
perseverance  and  honesty  had  won  the  confidence  of  Mr. 
Andukws.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Andrews 
was  assisted  in  the  management  of  his  business  by  his  two 
sons,  AVillia:\i  L.  and  Constant  A.,  the  firm  name  being 
LouiNi;  Andrews  c\:  Sons, 

Mr.  Andrews  was  described  by  his  business  associates 
as  the  soul  of  honor  in  all  Lis  transactions,  and  possessed 
in  a  remarkable  degree  foresight  and  independent  judg- 
ment. He  attested  his  great  faith  in  the  value  of  Swamp 
properly  by  investing  largely  in  it.  He  was  one  of  the 
earlv  directors  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  one  of  the  founders 
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of  111.'  Shoe  and  Leather  15ank,  and  its  first  President. 
\W  sul»s<Tibed  lar^^oly  to  the  stock  of  the  AtLintic  Cable 
Conii»any.  at  a  time  when  tliat  enterprise  seemed  hazardous 
to  a  (lo;;ree  which  in  tliese  days  it  is  difficult  to  understand, 

or  Hveii  to  recall. 

Mr  A  MMiKWs  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
C<nnn)erce  .Jidy  G,  180.1,  and  continued  his  connection  with 
th<*  association  to  the  close  of  his  life. 

in  liis  social  and  more  private  relations,  Loiitng  An- 
DKKws  was  self-contained  and  somewliat  reticent,  but 
kindly  :  lii"^  benefactions  were  alike  liberal  and  unosten- 
tati..n><.  11."  died  in  this  Cit}^  January  22d,  1875,  in  the 
TCitli  yrar  of  his  age. 


JOSHUA    BATES. 

This  eminent  baidver  and  financier,  to  wdiose  kindly 
and  gMP'rous  oflices  America  owes  so  much,  was  born  in 
Weymoiitli,  Massachusetts,  October  lOlli,  1788.  His  father, 
(y»»l.  .losin'A  I>A'n:s,  was  one  of  the  most  estimable  citizens 
of  WeynicMith,  bnt  was  not  in  prosperous  circumstances. 
1I«'  f^.ivc  his  children  lli:'  best  edncational  advantages,  both 
|niblic  and  private,  which  Weymouth  atfordod  ;  and  when, 
at  t!i(»  :!;;«  of  Jifl';'n.  young  13ati:s  w^as  placed  in  the 
roiinting-house  of  \\'iii.i\M  R.  (^kav,  then  one  of  the 
niiTciiant  pi-inn-s  of  1'.  p>ion.  Mr.  (<kay  says  that  his 
f;illt<T.  in  t;ikiiig  leave  of  him,  gave  him  twenty-five 
dttllars,  which  was  his  whole  i):i1  riinony.  Tiie  boy  was 
faifhfiil.  intelligent,  diligent,  and  strictly  upriglit  in 
all  business  matters,  and  soon  won  the  confidence  of  his 
iMiiployer.  Mr.  (Ji:\v  had  two  bnsiiu'ss  houses,  one  in 
t"''" ' -town,  the  other  in  P)Oston.  AVhen  young  Bates 
■^  Jileen  years  of  age  he  was  i)nt  in  charge  of  the 

'  town  house,  and  remained  there  throe  years,  when 

irn"d  to  Boslon.  and   for  three  years  more  was  in 
'l-ntial  relations  with  Mr.  (Iuay.     In  181:3  he  formed 
a  parln«jr.ship,    nn<lei-  Mr.  (,Jkay\s   patronage,  with   Capt. 
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l{i:n<i.oiji).  of  Cliai-lestown,  under  the  style  of  BKCKror.D 
&  J5ai  Ks.  l.iif,  ouinp^  to  complications  arising  out  of  the 
war  of  1.S12,  tlie  l)usiness  was  not  snccessful,  and,  at  the 
•'"'•  "I"  iliiv"  yf^nrs,  the  copartnership  was  dissolved. 
Li'Mii.  (;.,\.  Wir.i.iAM  GitAY,  father  of  William  R.  Gkay, 
a  ^Mvat  sliippiiiiT  merchant  of  Salem,  had  removed  to 
Boston  sonic  years  Ix-fore,  and  in  1816  sent  young  Bates 
to  Kni-oi)e,  as  Ills  agent.  Tie  conducted  his  business  there 
very  sMccessfnlly,  traveling  over  the  continent  extensively, 
and  ronning  tin;  ae(inaintance  of  the  great  commercial 
lionscs  of  Holland,  France  and  Italy.  From  1820  to  182a 
he  resided  in  London,  and  conducted  negotiations  with  the 
great  niereliants  of  London,  in  behalf  of  the  Geays  and 
otin-r  American  houses,  and  so  great  was  the  confidence 
lit'  ins])iie<l,  that  wlien  he  was  about  to  enter  into  part- 
n<«rship  with  Mr.  .b.iiv  Baking,  January  1,  1S2G,  one  of 
til.'  most  eminent  of  these  merchants,  Mr.  Labouciiere, 
voluntarily  tciidrivd  him  the  capital  he  needed  for  the 
l)ailnerslii|..  Two  years  later,  in  1828,  both  Mr.  Baring 
and  Ml-.  Bates  joined  tlie  great  banking  house  of 
]?Ai;iN<;  r.!:oTi[EKS  &  Company,  of  which  in  a  short  time  he 
became  the  active  manager  in  all  American  and  foreign 
air.ii'.-s,  and,  oji  the  retirement  of  Sir  Alexander  Baring, 
l^Lord  .VsiiiMinoN,)  the  senior  partner.  His  thorougli 
business  abilities,  his  great  knowledge  of  commercial 
alfaiis  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  his  admirable  tact 
an<l  genial  manners,  made  him  a  model  banker.  In  the 
settlement  of  all  American  (piestions  he  was  the  supreme 
authority.  lie  cultivated  the  most  amicable  relations 
with  all  the  leading  American  bankers.  AVhile  he  never 
forgot  for  a  moment  his  allegiance  to  his  native  country, 
and  was  always  proud  of  his  American  citizenship,  his 
relations  were  so  cordial  with  the  Governors  of  the  Bank 
of  Enuland  and  the  irreat  London  bankers,  that  he  could 
obtain  greater  favors  from  them,  than  were  accorded  to  any 
otiier  banking  house.  He  Avas  always  ready  to  render  a 
service  to  America,  and  his  first  great  opportunity  to  do  so 
was  not  neglected.  Mr.  Samt^el  B.  Kuggles,  long  an 
honored  uRMuber  of  the  New- York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 


1  \2  PORTRAIT   GALLERY. 

tlms  sfnfcil   Mr.   Bati:.>^'  services  to  New- York   City  and 
tlic  count ly    in    ]8:?S.    in    a   speech  before   the   Chamber, 
Ortolwr  2(»tli.  IH'A,  culled  to  take  action  on  the  occasion 
<if   liis   (lentil.      (We   omit   some   passages,    not  necessary 
to   ihe   uiulerstanding  oi'   tlie   snbject.)     At   the   time  of 
the  gn-at  financial  panic  in  1837,  the  Legislature   of  the 
State  of  New- York  passed  an  act  practically  permitting 
the  banks  of  the  State  to  suspend  specie  payments  for 
one  year  from  :May  IG,  1837.     Mr.   Ruggles  was  elected 
a  member  <»f   the  State  Assembly   in  November  of  that 
ye:ir,   and   made  Chairman   of   the   Committee   of   Ways 
and   Means,   in    that  body.      It   was  a  part  of  his   duty 
to   examine  carefully   the  resources   of    the   banks,    and 
fspfcially   their  ability   to    resume    specie   payments    in 
Mav.    18:}S.      He   was   thus  brought  into   communication 
with  many  of  the  most  eminent  bankers  and   financiers 
of  ilie  City  and   country.     Among  them,  none  possessed 
.sonnder    hiiancial    knowledge,    or   clearer  and  more   far- 
siglited    judgment   and    integrity,    than    the   late   James 
(.ioKK   Ki.\(i,   soon    :ifter  President    of  the    Chamber   of 
Commerce.  :ind  the  head  of  the  great  banking  house  of 
PiMMi:.  \V.\i:i>  \    KiNc.   \\lio  were  most  intimately  asso- 
ciat<'(l  with  the  house  of  Barixg  Brothers  &  Co.     Mr. 
KiN<;  was  hostile  lo  the  act  of  suspension  passed  by  the 
previnus    Legislature,    :iiid    was    determined   to    spare   no 
I'lfort    l(»  bring  abitut    ilie   j)i()ni[)t  resumption   of  specie 
|.;i\ments    in     M:iy,     18:58.      Meanwhih',    Mr.    Nicholas 
liiiUM.i;.  then  J'l-esidcnt  of  the   ''Pennsylvania  Bank   of 
lliu  I'liited  States,"  (resuM-ii;iiiMl  from  the  old  Bank  of  the 
L'niN'd  Slates.)  nnd   reg.-ird.d   in  many  quarters  as  a  high 
autliority  in    ni:iil.'is   of  rm.ince.    wrote  to  Mr.   Ei'GCJLES, 
••jiriieslly    advisiii^r    ij,,.    piolonguiion   of    the   susx)ension 
of  niH.Ti<*   p.-iymenls,    :iimI    nsserling   the   inability   of   the 
banks   to   redeem    I  heir  obligations   in   coin.      The  Com- 
n»ille«'  «.r  Ways  and  .^^■:lns  disapproved  of  Mr.  Biddle's 
view,   and     cc.nsidted    My,    Kix,;    <>u   the  best   means   of 
l»rin;;ing   about    resumi»ti(.ii.      lb-   was   so   earnest  in  his 
iM-lj.-f  in  i(.s  ne<'<«ssity.  iIkiI   he  went  to  Europe  in  the  early 
winter  of  ]8:J8,  to  aid   in    its  accomplishment,      llow  he 
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succeeded  is  told  in  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  Mr. 

RUGGLES: 

LoxDON,  MarcJi  15,  1S3S. 
JJeai:  Siu  : 

I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  I  have  concluded  an  arrange- 
ment on  111.'  part  of  15ai:ing  Buotiiers  &  Co.,  and  Prime, 
VVari>  A:  King,  witli  the  Bcmlc  of  England,  for  the  ship'- 
men(  (.f  one  million  of  sovercif/ns,  (in  gold,  of  course,)  by 
tlie  four  or  live  first  ships  for  New- York,  from  London  and 
Livripool,  and  1  trust  and  hope  that  upon  their  arrival 
our  hanks,  and  those  of  the  Atlantic  Cities,  will  resume 
and  maintain  specie  payments,  toward  which  result  my 
llioughts  and  eflorts  have  been  unceasingly  devoted  for  the 
last  month.  Tiie  service  which  I  have  thus  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  afford  my  own  City  and  State,  by  aiding  it  in 
tiiking  the  initiative  in  this  great  and  wholesome  measure, 
alVords  me  a  satisfaction,  in  which  I  know  that  you  and 
my  other  friends  will  fully  participate.  This  arrangement 
was  only  concluded  delinitely  this  morning,  but  I  com- 
municate it  with  all  dispatch. 

James  G.  King. 
To  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  Esq., 

Chairman  Comniillce  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

li  was  not  till  after  Mr.  King's  return  to  New- York 
that  it  was  learned  that  Mr.  Bates  had  not  onlv  readily 
resjionded  to  Mr.  King's  proposition,  which,  without  his 
powerful  aid  and  co-o]>eration,  could  not  have  been  ac- 
complished, but  mindful  of  the  difhculties  attending  re- 
sumption, had  itisisted  upon  having  another  million  of 
sovereigns,  ($."),( )00, 000, )  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
American  bankers,  if  it  should  be  required.  In  1839  Mr. 
Bates,  solicitous  for  the  rescue  of  the  monied  institutions 
of  his  native  land  from  embarrassment  and  dishonor, 
olfered,  on  behalf  of  Bakixg  Brothers  &  Co.,  to  advance 
a  large  sum  on  Stale  stocks,  (which  were  not  then  readily 
marketable  in  England,)  for  account  of  several  banking 
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in.slitutions  of  New-York  City,  and  tlins  relieve  them. 
This  civdil.  thou.irli  but  ])nrtiallY  used,  contributed  largely 
t*»  iTiiiintnin  ]»ublic  ronlidence. 

Thr  r.'siilt  of  the  negotiations  of  1838,  so  honorable  alike 
u>  Mr.  KiNc;  and  to  Mr.  Bates,  is  now  a  matter  of  history. 
Th.' lirst  million  of  sovereigns,  ($5,000,000,)  with  so  much 
more  in  prospect,  proved  amply  sufficient.  The  New- 
Y<»rk  baidvs  all  resumed  early  in  May.  Their  example  w\as 
penendly  followed  tlnoughout  the  Union,  except  in  the 
rnse  of  Mr.  J'liMti.KS  Bank,  Avliich,  after  a  vain  attempt  to 
carry  an  (tjipi-essive  load  of  interior  State  stocks,  finally 
went  down  and  disappeared  from  the  financial  world. 

But  Mr.  Baths'  manifestation  of  the  highest  love  for  his 
i-fuintry  did  not  stop  with  these  acts.  When,  in  1846, 
(in-at  Britain  and  the  United  States  were  nearly  ready  to  go 
Ut  war  on  the  Northwestern  Boundary  question,  the  British 
(tovcrnmenfc  claijning,  on  very  weak  grounds,  that  the 
houndarv  line  should  be  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude, 
whih'  the  United  States  Government;  demanded  the  parallel 
of  54''  40' ;  Ml".  Batks,  who  had  studied  the  whole  subject 
v<Tv  thorouiihlv,  circulated  among  the  members  of  Parlia- 
mf-nl.  and  his  English  fi-iends,  the  very  candid  and  able  pam- 
phlet of  Mr.  William  Stfugis,  of  Boston,  Avho  had  devoted 
sonic  years  to  the  investigation  of  the  question,  and  had 
exphired  the  Norlhwest  region  in  person.  When  Commis- 
hioners  were  ap]»oiiiied  by  the  two  countries,  to  settle  the 
iMMitroversy  ami  formulate  a  treaty,  Mr.  Bates  was,  at 
tlieir  joint  request,  a})pointed  umpire,  and  his  decision  w^as 
jiccepted  without  liesitalion  and  incor2:)orated  in  the  treaty. 
To  Ills  wise  ncliftn  we  owe  our  possession  of  the  Columl)ia 
River  in  all  its  course,  and  ihc  magnilicent  territory  of 
NN'.i'hitigton.  ^^ooll  to  Ite  a.  State. 

In  the  Northeastein  Boundaiy  question,  settled  by  the 
AMiiMirr«»N  treaty  .J  August  9,  1842,  Lord  Asiibukton, 
formerly  a  TMeinbei- of  \\w.  house  of  Baiiino  Bhotiiehs  & 
Co..  wii.s  IJH'  lending  Commissioner  on  one  side,  and 
I»\mi-:l  Wkhstkk,  then  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  other; 
!i  wen*  warm  jK'isonal  friends  of  Mr.  Bates,  (as  was 
our  then  Minifster,  the  Jlon.  Aimorr  Lawkence,)  and  all 
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cairie  to  liiiri  for  the  liistory  and  geograpliy  of  the  boun- 
dary, wliich  lie  imdHrstood  })etter  than  anyone  else,  and 
tlicii-  final  agre^'iiieiit  was  on  the  lines  he  had  marked  ont. 

In  iclation  to  his  friendly  action  to  us  in  the  time  of  our 
civil  war,  the  conclusion  of  which  he  did  not  live  to  see,  Ave 
cannot  <'xi>ress  more  fully  the  greatness  of  our  obligations 
to  hiiM,  than  l)y  (j noting  two  of  the  eloquent  resolutions 
adoj)t('(l  unanimously  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  the 
nu'cling  on  the  occasion  of  his  death;  these  resolutions 
were  offered  by  Joiix  A.  Stevens,  and  seconded  by  James 
Biiowx  : 

llesoli'dh  That  this  Chamber  recognizes  with  cheerful- 
ness, the  long  and  able  services  given  as  fiscal  agents  of  the 
I'nited  States,  by  the  firm  of  which  Mr.  Bates  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  especially  acknowledges  the  liberal,  timely  and 
valuable  aid  rendered  to  the  Government,  in  its  large 
transactions  during  the  present  rebellion,  to  all  of  Avhich 
^Ir.  J3ATES,  as  senior  partner,  gave  his  personal  assistance 
and  influence. 

llciolced,  furlJier,  That  not  alone,  or  chiefly  for  what  is 
already  set  forth,  will  the  name  of  Joshua  Bates  be  held 
in  dear  and  grateful  remembrance  by  all  loyal  Americans, 
but  for  tliat,  in  this  our  mortal  struggle  for  national  life,  he 
has  stood  forth,  with  few  around  him,  unwavering,  un- 
shaken, steadfast  in  his  fidelity  to  his  native  country,  un- 
changed and  unseduced  by  aristocratic  associations,  or  the 
blandishments  of  great  wealth  and  power  ;  a  true  supporter 
always  of  the  integrity  of  the  United  States,  and  faithful 
to  the  cause  of  human  liberty  and  progress  among  all 
nations. 

We  may  add,  what  is  not,  perhaps,  generally  known, 
that  to  his  influence  over  Napoleon  III.,  Avho  was  under 
great  jiersonal  obligations  to  him  and  his  house,  is  due  the 
abandonment  of  Xapoleox's  intention  of  declaring  war 
against  us  in  1862.  The  Emperor  had  three  grievances 
against  us:  our  refusal  to  recognize  Maximilian,  our  cap- 
10 
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nii-eof  (he  Coiifetlerate  Commissioners,  and  the  placing  of 
th«'  Count  i)K  r.MMs  upon  General  McClellak's  staff; 
and  it  required  all  Mr.  Bates'  skill  and  iutluence,  to  dis- 
su:i(h'  him  from  hoh^tile  action,  but  he  sncceeded. 

It  wjis  natural  that  Boston,  the  place  of  his  early  busi- 
ness training,  and  Massachusetts,  the  State  of  his  birtli, 
should  receive  si»ecial  gifts,  as  evidences  of  his  affection  ; 
and  so  we  lind  him  founding  the  Boston  Public  Library  by 
the  gift  of  $100, 000  in  money  and  choice  books,  and  in 
many  other  ways  manifesting  his  regard  for  that  city  ;  but 
his  heart  was  too  large,  and  his  philanthropy  and  patriotism 
too  deep  and  broad,  to  be  confined  witliin  State  lines.  His 
rnrecr  was  marked  l)y  comparatively  few  afflictions  ;  lie 
lost  liis  only  son,  a  young  man  of  great  promise,  in  1834, 
l)y  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  fowling  piece ;  and  the 
dcaih  of  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  most  tenderly  attached, 
which  occurred  nearly  thirty  years  later,  was  thought  by 
his  friends  to  have  hastened  his  own.  He  died  September 
"JUhy  1804,  at  New  Lodge,  near  London,  England,  in  the 
7(t!li  year  of  his  age.  Only  one  child,  a  daughter,  survived 
him. 


PETER    COOPER. 

Tiiisdistingui^lifil  i  incut  or,  inL'rch:iutandx)hilanthropist, 
^M»  well  Un(»wn  lliioiighont  the  land,  was  born  February 
I'ilh,  IT'.M,  in  \\li:ii  w:is  then  <alled  Little  Dock-street,  now 
W'.-itcr-streel.  n<':ir  Coenties  Slip,  in  this  city.  His  mother 
was  horn  on  the  site  \\h«'i-e  St.  Paul's  Church  no-vv  stands,  at 
tlie  junction  of  IhoadwMv  and  \'esey-street.  Both  parents 
Wfif  devout  peoj.jr.  imd  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church. 
Ills  nn(«-rnal  ;:i;indrMiIi.'r  wns  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
(ieneral  ill  the  \\':ir<»r  ilic  li,-\ (.hit  ion.  and  his  own  father 
w.'x'A    Li.'utenant    in   the  Army    at    tliiit  time.     The  early 

••'bi'"ilion  of  Pi;ti;i:  C >i:i:  wiisvery  iiid ike  that  which  his 

lil-rditv  has  ])rovided  r.,r  many  young  men  of  to-day.    At 
^1"  •'''   'lie  war  his   father  began  the  manufacture 
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of  lints  in  tills  city,  nn«l  suoreeded  in  amassing  a  small 
J'oiiiiij.-.  jiefom  Pi/iKij  was  eight  years  of  age  the  father 
iiiovi'd  If)  I'cekskill,  where  he esta])lished  a  hat-factory  and 
sMiall  stoir-.  'i'liis  hiisin^'ss  he  sold  soon  afterwards,  and 
1lif-ii  «'rign gcd  ill  the  Viewing  of  ale.  From  this  he  took  to 
hrick-niakingat  Catskill.  but  as  this  proved  unsuccessful,  he 
rt'iiiovcd  his  raiiiily  to  i^rooklyn,  wliere  a  brewery  was  again 
trit'd,  hut  without  success,  and  the  family  once  more  started 
f(U-  tht!  slidies  (»r  the  Hudson,  where,  at  Xewburg,  the  father 
soon  estal)lishcd  another  brewery,  which,  owing  chiefly  to 
the  exertions  (»f  Phtku,  was  made  ai)artial  success.  Petee 
was  then  10  years  old.  In  1808  he  left  his  father's  roof 
for  N<'w-Yoi-k,  intending  to  begin  business  as  a  brewer, 
l/iclv  of  riinds  i)i'evented  him  from  carrying  out  his  X)lans, 
Mini  he,  therefore,  ai)prenticed  himself  to  Jonx.  Wood- 
WAUO,  a  carriage-maker.  Forlive  years,  the  termforwhich 
he  w.is  bound,  he  received  ^2.")  per  year  and  board.  He 
was  a  close  student,  while  other  apprentices  neglected 
their  o]ipoitunities.  When,  therefore,  his  apprenticeship 
expired  he  was  a  very  prohcient  workman,  and  the 
appreciation  of  his  master  was  manifested  by  an  offer  to  fit 
up  a  shop  on  the  Bowery  for  him,  and  permit  him  to  imy 
Tor  it  when  he  was  a])le.  This  offer  Mr.  Cooper  declined, 
on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  like  to  begin  life  by  l)ur- 
dening  himself  with  debt.  He,  therefore,  left  the  coach- 
making  business,  went  to  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  and 
there  worked  at  sl..-)()  a  day  for  a  man  who  was  making 
a  machine  for  shearing  cloth.  This  was  in  1812.  In  1813 
he  married  Miss  Sakati  Bedell.  At  this  time  he  had 
sav«'d  sutlicient  funds  to  enable  him  to  purchase  the  right 
to  manufacture  a  patent  cloth-shearing  machine.  In  this 
he  was  successful.  His  inventive  power  and  his  close  ap- 
l)lication  now  began  to  produce  results  ;  for  at  this  period 
lie  perfected  a  very  important  improvement  in  this  ma- 
chine. Commerce  with  England  was  stopped  for  some 
time  by  the  war,  and  Mr.  Cooper  realized  a  large  profit 
in  his  business ;  but  when  the  Avar  closed  the  demand 
for  his  machine  ceased,  and  he  sold  the  patent  to  Matthew 
Vassar,  the  founder  of  Vassar  College. 
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Mr.  Cooi'Ki;  :u  tliis  time  made  his  first  important 
v.Mitur.'  in  ival  estate  in  this  city,  by  securing  a  twenty- 
years'  lease  "f  i\\()  liouses  and  six  lots,  where  the  Bible 
iloiisr  iK.w  stands  (opposite  the  Cooper  Union);  and 
li.T.'  li.'  iM'tran  tlie  grocery  business,  and  built  four  large 
woodfii  (l\v<'lliiig-li()uses.  Shortly  after,  he  purchased  a 
;:lu<'-faci«iry.  wUh  all  its  l)uildings  and  stock,  and  a 
l««a.s«'li<»ld  right  t»r  iwriiiy-one  years  of  the  site  upon  which 
it  sto<.d.  in  til.'  ()]i\  :Middle  Road,  now  Fourth  Avenue, 
iM'tween  31si  mid  :Uili  streets.  This  proved  to  be  the 
foiindatiuji  nf  iIk-  huge  fortune  which  Petek  Coopek 
HO  lK)n<'stly  earned,  and  a  large  portion  of  which  he  so 
pliilanthiiipically  s]tent.  "Cooper's  glue"  soon  became 
faiiuHis,  and  was  of  Itetter  quality  than  the  imported 
product,  lit'  also  manufactured  whiting,  prepared  chalk 
and  isinglass.  When  his  lease  expired,  Mr.  Cooper 
was  <-onsid«Med  a  wealthy  man.  He  built  a  commodious 
fa«-tory  on  .Maspcth  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  and  there  con- 
tiniKMl  the  m:inufacture  of  glue,  until  he  reached  his 
right  ietli  year. 

Mr.  ('<>opkh's  si!r])liis  caj)ital  was  invested  in  various 
\\:i\  !!•'    could    command     almost    unlimited     credit. 

Evt-rvbodv  knrw  him.  and  had  coniidence  in  his  ability, 
«'nt«'rprisc  and  integrity,  in  lS-28,  Avith  others,  who  after- 
wanls  jirovcd  to  l»c  ii  responsible,  Mr.  Cooper  purchased 
three  thousand  acres  of  hnid  within  the  limits  of  the  City 
of  IJaliimore.  All  the  imrchase-numey  was  found  by  Mr. 
Coopi.i:.  Hy  t Ids  I r:iiisiclion  he  secured  the  whole  of  the 
nhon*  line  d'  P,:dtiniore,  \'vu\\\  FelTs  Point  Dock,  for  a 
distan<-e  of  three  nnjes.  The  mnnufacture  of  charcoal  ii'on 
then  Itegiiii  I.,  .iigiii.re  h is  :i  11 . Mi  1  ]( ,ii,  ;i)i(l  li,.  erected  a  number 
of  l.-jige  kihis  and  :i  Inrue  nF  novel  (h'sign  nnd  constructi(m. 
This  j.roperiv  he  sohl  in  :i  Boston  iirm,  and  the  Canton 
I>:iiul  Coiiijiany  \\:is  then  est^iblished,  ]\Ir.  Cooper  taking  a 
I:irg«']Mirti«.ii  of  his  ).:iy  in  ^liH'.k.  The  stock  of  the  Company 
.'ippn'riat«'(l  in  value  s.,  mpidly  that  Mr.  Cooper  was 
♦•nal.led  to  .sell  his  poith.n  :  so  tiiat  his  Baltimore  invest- 
ment, ;jft«'rall,  ]troved  a  ]i:iying  one. 

He   built    ;tTi   iiMuniill  in   34th  street,  in   this  city,  but 
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in  1H.10  removed  liis  business  to  Trenton,  N.  J.,  at  wliicli 
pliicc  he  i'vrcA('i\  wliiit  wjis,  at  that  time,  one  of  tlie  largest 
rollinir-iiijll.s  ill  America.  Here  lie  first  introduced  tlie 
Mi'iniiractiire  of  ii-on  beams  for  fire-proof  buildings.  He 
\v;is  tin*  lirst  to  iipply  antliracite  coal  to  iron-puddling. 
i>l;ist-furnaces  w«m('  jiIso  built  by  him  at  Pliillipsburg, 
Ne\v-,Iei-sey,  ;iii<l  rolling  mills,  and  wire-works,  connected 
u  it  !i  mining  oj)erations  in  other  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and 
JVicw-.Ieisey. 

Mr.  Codi'Kifs  iuvcntivo  mind  was  continually  at  work. 
In  IS:{0  lie  built  :i  locomotive  to  demonstrate  the  feasi- 
bility of  iiiuiiiiig  tr;iins  round  objectionable  curves,  and 
bi'l'orc  this  Jiiid  inv«*nted  an  endless  chain  for  the  towing 
of  bonts  on  the  cimnls.  For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
l'i;iKi;  ('ooi'i:ii  \v;is  a  meml)er  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
miTcr.  ;i!i(|  \v;is  Ik  luored  by  all  liis  associates  in  the  Chamber 
;is  :i.  successful  merclnmt  and  philanthropic  citizen.  For 
twenty  years  he  wns  President  of  the  American  Tele- 
graph Company,  and  was  at  its  head  when  it  controlled 
morr  than  half  of  all  the  lines  in  the  country.  He 
also  owned  a  large  amount  of  stock  in,  and  was  President 
of,  the  Xew-York,  Newfoundland  and  London  Telegraph 
C(»mpauy.  His  money  and  iniluence  were  also  at  the 
command  of  the  promoters  of  the  laying  of  the  Atlantic 
(^able.  Cykus  AV.  Field,  the  prime  mover  in  this  great 
proj(M-t.  was  ably  supported  by  Mr.  Cooper  during  all  the 
ti-ying  vicissitudes  of  that  great  enterprise. 

The  benevolent  schemes  of  Peter  Cooper  have  been 
so  fully  recorded  thtit  a  passing  reference  to  them  will 
suffice  here.  The  Cooper  Union— that  grand  legacy  to  the 
students  of  science  and  art— is  one  of  his  great  gifts,  which 
will  make  his  name  known  to  future  generations.  Denied 
of  educational  privileges  himself,  he  was  determined  to 
devoti-  t!ie  savings  of  his  life,  if  necessary,  to  the  establish- 
m  Mit  of  an  Institute  which  should  give  to  the  poor  an 
opportunity  of  securing  that  scientilic  knowledge  which  in 
after  vears"  th-v  could  put  into  practical  use.  The  Cooper 
Unio/i  was  be-un  in  IS.-).'),  and  in  1S57  the  building  was 
transferred  bv  its  founder  to  the  Trustees.     The  Institute 
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cost  ,^03(1.220.  Ill  1S8-J  Miioihcr  story  was  added,  at  a  cost 
fif  ovpr  $1<M ».(!(« ».  and  Mr.  ("<h»i'KK  also  made  a  special  en- 
(lowmcni  of  s:?:>(i.(ioo  for  the  support  and  increase  of  the 
fi>'.*  reading  room  and  library.  It  is  unnecessary  liere  to 
♦•xi.lain  tlic  ndvanta.ii-es  this  noble  institution  offers,  beyond 
Htntin/ithal  its  sco])('  has  l)een  so  enlarged  as  to  provide  for 
fii'p  courses  in  Natural  Philosopliy,  Chemistry,  English 
Lilenitnn'.  Klietoi-ic  and  Kh)cution.  and  many  other  useful 
bninch<'<  of  h-aruing.  including  Art  Schools  for  men  and 
women. 

In  1870  Pktkk  ('ooi'i;i:  was  the  nominee  of  the  JsTational 
Indei.en<leHl  ] .a ri y  for  Pi-esident  of  the  United  States,  and 
coiidiiioiially  accei»t('d  the  nomination.  He  was  also  a 
proiiioier  of  anti-mono]toly  measures.  His  views  on  the 
furn'ncy  (juestion  are  well  known.  They  were  never  very 
poitulai-.  Ilis  o|tinions  on  many  economic  subjects  were 
rullated  jusi  jirioi' to  his  death  and  issued  in  book  form. 
Mr.  ("odi'Ki:  di.Ml  in  tliis  City,  April  4th,  1883,  in  the 
'XU\  ye:ir  of  Iiis  age.  universally  and  sincerely  mourned 
l>v  all.  Ilis  wife  di.'d  in  ])eceml)er,  1800.  Six  children 
wore  born  \n  ili.ni.  luii  loui' died  earlv  in  life.  The  Hon. 
Kn\vAiM»  CofHM.i:.  l-'x-.Mayoi-  of  the  City,  and  Sarah 
Amki.m.  ill-' wife  (.f  the  Hon.  Ahram  S.  Hkwitt,  are  the 
two  surviving  uMiubers  of  the  family. 


.iniJN     DAVID   WOLFE. 

.luiiN  I)  will  WoM  r.  was  1)1)111  ill  tliis  City,  July24tli, 
1"1»'J.  His  grandfallK-r,  bearing  the  same  name,  was  a 
nnlivj*  of  Saxony,  and  eniignLted  to  this  country  in  the 
enrly  i>:irt  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  died  here  in 
IT."'.',  leaving  f(»ur  ••hildien.  tlir  .Idest  of  wliom  was  David 
Wi.i.KK,  the  father..!'  ilie  subject  of  lliis  sketch.  David 
Woi.FK  passed  nearly  the  wholr  of  his  long  life  of 
■'  'ty-eight  years,  on  l-\iir  street,  (now  known  as  Fulton- 
b<'lw«-en  William  ajid  Nassau  streets,  until  the 
v. .■••iiing  of    that    tli«»roughfai'e    caused   his  removal   to 
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jiiiotlif'i*  section  ol'  the  City.  David  Wolfe  took  an 
activ(j  i)ait  in  iha  «^ntiie  AVar  of  the  Revolution,  and 
at  the  ontbi-i^ik  he  was  appointed  by  the  Committae 
of  Safety,  iMnh'i'  authority  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
Captain  *>['  the  militia  company  of  foot  in  tlie  City  of  New- 
York,  on  heat  desci-ibed  by  the  City  Committee  as  "beat 
Numlicr  i:i,"  and  served  for  several  years  as  Assistant- 
Qnaitermaster  of  Washington's  army.  He  was  noted  for 
the  earnestness  and  promptness  in  the  discharge  of  his 
diiti<'s,  for  which  (pialities  he  was  highly  complimented  by 
(jleneral  Timothy  Pkkeuino,  his  superior  officer.  After 
the  close  of  the  wai\  David  WoLFE  engaged  in  the  hard- 
Avare  trade.  After  a  successful  career  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness in  ISIG,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Joiix  David 
W'oi.i'F,  who  for  a  short  time  was  in  partnership  with  his 
consin,  undei*  the  iirm  name  of  C.  &  J.  D.  Wolfe  ;  after- 
wards, until  ilie  close  of  his  business  career,  Avas  asso- 
ciati'd  with  .Iapiiet  Bishop,  who  married  Mr.  AVolfe's 
sister.  The  Jii'ni  then  was  known  as  W^olfe  &  Bishop, 
and  their  place  of  business  Avas  at  the  corner  of  Maiden 
Dane  and  Gold-street.  Mr.  Wolfe  Avas  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Chemical  Bank  and  alAA^ays  a  Director 
in  that  instituticm.  He  was  also  one  of  tlie  earliest  Di- 
reeiors  of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  Wolfe  retired  from  active  business  in  1842,  having 
acipiired  a  large  foi-tune,  Avhich  AA-as  afterwards  augmented 
by  judicious  iuA'estments  in  real  estate  in  this  City.  His 
life  was  thei-eafter  devoted  to  charitable  and  philanthropic 
enteri)rises,  to  Avhich  lie  gave  largely  of  his  means,  and 
aided  by  i)ersonal  labor  to  make  them  a  success.  He  was 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  for  several  years  a  Vestryman  of  Trinity  Church, 
afterwards  a  Vestryman,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Senior  Warden  of  Grace  Church. 

He  Avas  President  of  the  Prison  Association  of  New- 
York,  A'ice-President  of  the  Society  of  the  New- York 
Hospital,  Vice-President  of  the  NeAV-York  xVssociation  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  Vice-President  of 
the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  the  Ruptured  and  Crippled, 
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and  nil  officer  in  other  associations  and  societies  having 
f(.r  I  heir  object  the  niornl  :iiul  religious  elevation  of  the 
people. 

John  Dan  ii>  AVolfe  was  a  man  of  great  benevolence, 
and  his  benefactions  were  as  free  from  ostentation  as  they 
wen-  far-reaching  in  their  results.  He  never  did  anything 
pcnnrionsly.  If  lie  had  pet  charities,  they  did  not  shut 
out  the  chiims  of  others  upon  his  benevolence.  Childhood 
in  i>articu]ar  received  from  him  personal  attention.  Several 
of  the  great  cities  of  the  West  are  largely  indebted  to  him 
ft»r  their  early  educational  advantages. 

Mi-.  \\'"'I.i  i;  w;is  a  patron  of  the  various  libraries  and 
in.'-lilutions  of  iiiie  arts  of  this  City.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders,  and  a  generous  contributor  to  the  American 
Museum  <if  Xatural  History,  and  was  its  President  at  the 
time  of  liis  (h^ath.  The  Historical  Society  was  his  special 
beneficiary.  :uid  he  alwnys  took  an  active  interest  in  its 
a(T:iirs. 

Mr.  Woi.i  i;  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  lie  died  in  this  City,  May  17th, 
1872,  ill  the  eightieth  vear  of  his  aoe. 

II«  h'ft  but  one  child,  Miss  CATnAEiNE  Loeillaed 
WoLFK,  recently  deceased,  who  inherited  not  only  his 
«•  ilire  furliMie,  bill  his  i^ciieroiis  impulses,  as  her  large  and 
niimeroiits  chaiilies  abiiiulantly  i)rove.  Her  munificent 
^rift  lo  the  Metro]»olitan  Mus(Mim  of  Ait  of  her  entire  <^- 
lection  of  m(t<lern  i)aiiiliims  has  i)laced  within  the  reach  of 
all  <nir  cili/eiis,  art  treasiiics  that  will  for  ages  preserve  the 
iiieni»»r>  «»f  the  d(»nor. 

Wiih  this  lu.ble  gift.  Miss  W'oi.iK  set  apart  the  sum  of 
two  hundivd  tlioiisand  dollars,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
he  r'.\pended  by  ilir  i;..:iiil  of  Trustees  for  the  care  and 
j»r«'srrvalion  of  the  col!ecti..ii.  ;iih1  ['i,\-  lunkiiig  such  addi- 
tions theivto,  from  lime  to  time,  as  the  Trustees  should 
deem  approi)riate. 
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BENJAMIN    B.    SHERMAN. 

Bkn'jamin  BoitDKX  Shkrmax  wns  born  in  Slirewslniry- 
fown,  Moiiriioiitli  (Joiinty,  New-Jersey,  November  8th,  1810. 
His  boyliood  w;is  spent  at  Eiitontown,  to  which  place  his 
pjircnls  i('iiiov«'(I  a  year  after  young  SiiEiniAN's  birth. 
He  ;ilf«*n(l<M|  the  (Quaker  school  near  that  town,  and  was 
ln'oni^'lif  iij)  in  llie  (junker  faith.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he 
coniincnccd  to  study  medicine,  ))ut  ill  health  led  to  the 
iil>;ind(»nnH*iit  of  his  studies. 

in  J8*JS,  wlifii  «'ighteen  years  old,  Mr.  Siieemax  came  to 
Nrw-Vorl\.  and  fonnd  employment  as  clerk  with  Ciiaiiles 
iV  OwKN  Waimh;!.!..  wholesale  grocers,  at  45  and  47  Front- 
street,  in  \Ki:i  lie  formed  a  partnership  with  Cornelius 
McCooN,  and  in  ISI-J  (Ieorge  C.  Collins  was  admitted  to 
llie  (iini.  In  IS47  Mv.  McCoox  retired,  and  in  1861  Mr. 
Col. I. INS  also  wiilidrew,  when  Mr.  Sherman  took  three  of 
liis  clerks  into  partnership,  and  the  firm  of  Sherman, 
'iV\i,iM\N  tV  Co.  was  formed.  In  1864  Mr.  Sherman 
retired  from  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  after  an 
exi)erience  of  thirty-six  years.  His  high  standing  and 
i-ipe  expei-ienee  often  led  merchants  to  call  upon  him  to 
decide  disputed  matters,  and  act  as  referee. 

On  January  1,  18()."),  Mr.  Sherman  became  Treasurer  of 
the  New- York  Steam  Sugar  Ketinery,  succeeding  B.  R. 
McIf.vaixe.  For  years  he  had  also  been  connected  with 
t  he  baiddng  interests  of  the  City.  On  September  16,  1846, 
he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  ;  and  on 
Afay  *i7,  18:)9,  was  made  A'ice-President.  He  was  also  a 
director  in  the  :Metropolitan  Bank  from  1851  to  1858.  But: 
his  best  known  labors  in  the  financial  world  were  in  con- 
nection with  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  of  which  institution  he 
was  elected  President,  January  1,  1874,  succeeding  Shep- 
HKKi)  KxARP.  Inder  Mr.  Sherman  s  management,  the 
bank  prospered,  ami  fully  maintained  the  high  character 
it  had  b(U-ne  under  the  management  of  his  predecessor.  In 
1 85 1  the  Roval  Insurance  Company  of  Liverpool  established 
a  branch  office  in  this  City,  aud  Mr.  Sherman  became  one 
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of  its  directors  and  a  trustee.  lie  was  prominent  in  the 
<.i-i-ani/.:ifi()n  of  tlie  Central  Ti'ust  Company  of  Kew-York, 
wliirli  was  cliartenMl  in  .Tilly,  187.").  and  served  as  a  member 
of  its  Kxecutive  C(miinitt(M'  until  the  day  of  his  death.  He 
was  also  a  director  of  the  .Afutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

for  many  years. 

Wliile  Mr.  Siikumax  never  entered  actively  into  politics, 
he  endeavored  to  fullil  the  duties  of  a  public-spirited  citizen 
in  municipal  and  national  Mlfairs.  AVhen  the  rebellion  broke 
out,  he  was  an  uncompromising  advocate  of  national  unity, 
and  was  an  «.iiisi»okeii  ^^ll[)p()rt<n•  of  the  (xovernment.  He 
aided  actively  iu  the  organization  of  the  Union  League 
Club,  and  was  one  of  its  most  energetic  members  until 
thf*  ('lose  of  the  war. 

II«'  lortk  a  great  interest  in  the  charitable  institutions  of 
this  City.  :ind  gave  largely  towards  their  support.  He  was 
one  of  iJK'  founders  of  the  Ibmie  for  Incurables,  at  Ford- 
luini.  N.  \'..  :ind  served  as  its  Vice-President.  He  was  Vice- 
Pi- ^ident  of  the  .luvenile  Asylum,  and  of  the  New- York 
S(»riety  foi'  the  I^revention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  a 
Director  in  the  !•">.•  niid  Ear  Infirmary,  in  the  Peabody 
lloiiic,  :ind  Treasurer  of  St.  John's  Guild. 

.\llhough  bidught  n]>  in  the  Quaker  faith,  Mr.  Siieeman, 
on  his  lirst  <'oniing  to  IS«nv-York,  attended  St.  Paul's 
Cluircli,  and  when  (TraceChuich  was  estahlished  he  became 
a  reguhir  atten(h-int  there.  Subsequently  he  was  appointed 
a  Vestryman  and  Waiuh-n. 

.Mr.  Snr.iiM.w  was  eh-cted  :i  m('m1)t'r  of  the  Chamber  of 
C<»niinei.  •  ,\|;iy  1.  \^')'J.  :iud  always  showed  an  interest  in 
its  jiflTairs,  and  at  limes  took  ])art  in  its  deliberations. 

In  the  rjirly  pari  of  l)eceml)er.  1SS2,  Mr.  Sherman's 
health  became  greatly  iMi]»aired,  ami  he  shortly  afterwards 
r<'si;rne<l  tlie  Picsiilency  of  ihe  Mccii.-inics'  National  Bank. 
Although  his  health  was  never  fully  restored,  he  still 
coMlJMuerl  l<»  take  .'lu  Jutei-esl  In  the  vaiious  institutions  of 
which  he  was  a  niembei-.  ;ind  was  able  to  attend  their 
in«H'tings  until  his  death.  He  died  suddenly  in  this  City, 
on  Mav  'Jd.  b^s.'),  in  th.>  s..\  .mh  v-lifth  year  of  his  age. 
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PRESERVED  FISH. 


I*i:i:si:i:vi:i)  Fisir  wns  born  in  the  village  of  Portsmouth, 
nhoiU'  Islimd,  .Inly  :}<!,  170G,  and  died  in  New-York  City, 
.Inly  !:^:{d,  ]}^-4<;,  in  tlif  Slst  year  of  his  age.  His  father  bore 
tli<'  ji;ini»*  of  l'i:i:si;i:vEj)Fisir,  and -was  a  descendant  of  the 
iliigiKMiols.  Jle  was  a  blacksmith  l)y  trade,  and  brought 
ii))  his  son  to  tlie  anvil  until  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he 
aiii»i«'ntic«'d  liim  to  a  fainier.  A  farm  life  did  not  suit  the 
liigli  sj)iiil«Ml  boy,  and  soon  after  we  find  him  on  board 
a  whaling  vessel,  bound  for  the  Pacific.  Storm  and 
tc'inix'st  liad  no  terroi-s  for  liim,  and  he  had  so  mastered 
tin'  ail  of  inivigation  that,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he 
w;is  made  Ca})tain.  ile  commanded  a  number  of  vessels, 
ninl,  by  s1mvw<Iih'ss  and  tireless  energy,  accumulated  a 
fdihint'.  Il<'  knew  no  fear,  and  once,  when  his  vessel 
spiling  a  h-alv,  and  the  crew,  on  the  verge  of  mutiny, 
(Nniandi'd  liis  ivinrn  f(»  the  nearest  port,  he  refused  to 
yi«'I(I,  and  eventually  bronght  his  shij:*  and  cargo  of  oil 
safe  to  their  destination. 

Cajitain  I'^isii  left  the  sea  in  1810,  and  settled  in 
New-Hedfoid  as  a  shipiiing  merchant.  Cok^sELius  Grix- 
NKi.i.  was  his  ]t::itiiei\  and  the  firm  was  known  as  Fisir  & 
(ii.MXNKi.i..  Tliiongh  some  political  disagreement  he  left 
!New-]?edfoid,  selling  his  house  and  effects  at  less  than 
lialf  tlieir  cost.  In  two  weeks  after  he  was  settled  on  a 
farm  ai  l-'lushing.  L.  1.,  which  he  had  purchased  in  order  to 
devote  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  afterwards  sold 
his  farm  and  came  to  New- York,  where  he  was  appointed 
Harbor  Master.  Hei-e  he  became  active  in  politics,  and 
quite  a  nnmber  of  lucrative  positions  were  offered  to 
him.  all  (•f  which,  however,  he  steadily  refused.  In  1815 
he  ft)rmed  a  i^artnershij)  with  Joseph  Gkixnell,  and  as 
Fish  A:  Gihn.nki.l  the  firm  did  a  large  business.  This 
liouse  was  among  the  first  to  establish  a  regular  line  of 
Liverpool  packets,  their  ships  varying  from  340  to  3S0 
tons  burthen.  In  18:?6  Fish  &  Geixxell  were  succeeded 
by  the  firm  of  Guixxell,  Mintujix  &  Co.     In  that  year 
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PKKr^KKVKi)  Ff^ii  weiit  to  Liverpool,  and  there  formed  a 
I>ar!M<*rsliii»  with  EnwAun  Carxes  and  Walter  Willis, 
two  En;,Hisli  miTclianis.  and  rarried  on  the  shipping  busi- 
ness for  two  y.-ai-s.  He  unfortunately  lost  by  this  con- 
nection, and  rclurned  to  this  Cit.y,  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  English  methods  of  transacting  business.  His  next 
].:irtner  was  Saul  Alley,  with  whom  he  differed  on  an 
unirii])orfant  matter,  wliich  caused  a  dissolution  of  the 
lirni  in  six  niontlis.  He  remained  out  of  business  for  about 
seven  years,  when  ho  was  elected  President  of  the  Trades- 
men's Hank,  to  tlie  interests  of  wdiicli  he  devoted  the 
remainih-r  of  liis  days.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  from  ^May  5,  1818,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Mv.  Ki<u,  will)  all  his  eccentricities,  was  an  upright  and 
distinguished  merchant,  and  possessed  many  benevolent 
traits  of  character.  I[e  w^as  married  three  times,  but  left 
no  cliihircn.  He  was  brought  up  a  Quaker,  but  prior  to 
his  death  becanii'  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Tlie  story  that  Prkservkd  Frsir  was  picked  up  on  the 
sliore  of  the  ocean  wlien  a  child,  and  named  Preserved 
in  ronsetpieiic.'.  is  pure  fiction,  and  it  is  not  necessary,  in 
this  brief  skeicji,  to  explain  its  origin.  As  before  stated, 
his  father's  name  was  Preserv  kd,  and  it  is  highly  proba- 
bh;  that  tlie  sain  ■  name  was  given  to  the  son,  in  order  to 
perpetuate  it  in  t  Iw  family. 


DAVID    LEAVITT. 

I)avii>  Lkav ITT  was  descended  from  Joiix  Leavitt,  of 
London,  Kngh'iiid,  who  came  to  America  in  1(')"28,  and 
wtthvi  ill  Dorchester,  (jonn.  I  >  w  i  i»"s  fai  Iht  was  a  wealthy 
merchant,  a  man  nf  ability,  an<l  well  and  favorably  known, 
not  only  throughout  ('onneciicnl.  but  also  in  this  City. 
HJH  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Bethlehem, 
<»n  th«' 21>th  of  AuLHi^i,  17. )1.  His  pa ivnts  earnestly  desired 
t  »  give  him  a  lilr-ral  education,  and  he  was  fitted  to  enter 
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ViiUi  ('olh'^e,  l.iit  his  early  aptitude  for  business,  and  1 
desir*'  to  entei-  iiijou  a  mercantile  career,  led  him  to  choc^^ 
tin-  ()lfic»;  latlier  than  the  class-room.  Before  he  ^vas 
t\v«'nty-five  yejirs  old  he  was  well  known  as  a  man  of 
energy,  full  of  nerve  and  enteri)rise. 

In  IS14  h»*  niani(Ml  Miss  Maiiia  Clarissa  Lewis,  a  most 
•  •stiinabh'  lady,  helon^dn^  to  a  well  known  family  of 
(ioslH-n,  Conn.  In  lH'2'.i  Mr.  Leayitt  became  interested 
in  till'  tnainiracluiv  of  white  lead,  and  in  that  year  went  to 
reside  in  I'looklyn,  where  his  l)nsiness  was  established. 
About  this  time  he  was  chosen  President  of  the  Fulton 
Hank,  in  this  City.  Later  on  he  bought  and  assumed 
till'  iiianagtMiient  of  the  newly  established  ferry  to  New- 
York — now  tli«'  i^'idfon  Ferry.  He  also  became  a  trustee 
of  the  then  village  of  J3rooklyn,  and  an  extensive  owner 
of  property  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Heights.  In 
IK\^  he  became  President  of  the  American  Exchange 
Hank  of  New- York.  During  his  Presidency  of  this  Insti- 
t  III  ion  lie  i)erfornied  good  service  to  the  State  of  Illinois, 
in  refeivnce  to  cei'tain  l)onds  held  by  the  bank  and  its 
customers,  whose  value  depended  upon  the  completion  of 
the  Illinois  Canal.  He  proceeded  to  England,  and,  pledg- 
ing his  personal  credit,  obtained  loans  which  enabled  that; 
State  to  complete  the  canal,  and  eventually  to  pay  the 
bonds,  principal  and  interest. 

Ill  isr)3  he  built  a  country  house  in  Great  Harrington, 
Mass.,  and  bought  a  large  interest  in  and  became  President 
of  the  llousatimic  Kailroad,  running  through  that  country, 
and  rapidly  developed  it. 

AVhen  IIenuy  Clay  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency, 
Mr.  Lea v  ITT  was  one  of  his  most  active  and  li])eral 
supporters.  He  was  a  pronounced  Abolitionist,  though 
in  no  sense  a  leader  in  that  cause. 

:Many  young  men  were  aided  by  Mr.  Leayitt  in  their 
struggles  through  life.  In  banking  circles  he  was  regarded 
as  asafe  and  enterprising  man,  always  disposed  to  help  an 
honest  embarrassed  merchant,  but  in  no  case  would  he 
tolerate  deception  or  disingenuousness  in  any  form. 

Mr.   Leayitt  was  an  eider  in  the  First  Presbyterian 


ins  PoirniAIT   CALLICRY. 

Climvli  (.f  Brooklyn  during  the  pastoivate  of  tlie  Rev. 
Sami-kf.  II.  Cox.  1>.  !>..  and  some  time  later,  until  lie 
ivtiivd  from  a<-tive  business  and  took  np  his  permanent 
nhode  in  (treat  Barrinuton. 

He  dj.-d  in  the  City  of  Xew-York,  December  30th,  1870, 
in  (h«'  «*ii,djty-ninthyear  of  his  age. 


FRANCIS   SKIDDY. 

FuAxris  Skiddy  was  born  in  Cherry-street,  New- York 
City.  F<«])rnary  loth,  1811.  His  early  years  were  spent  in 
Paris,  wliere  he  received  his  educaticm.  In  1830  he  left 
France  for  New-Orleans,  and  entered  into  business  in  that 
(;ity,  wliich  lie  continued  until  1833 ;  in  that  year  he  came  to 
New-York,  and  at  once  commenced  his  mercantile  career  as 
a  sugar  broker,  hjcating  in  Wall-street,  a  few  feet  distant 
fnjui  tlie  jilacc  he  occupied  for  nearly  four  decades.  He 
8<»<»n  gaint'd  in-ominence,  and  was  generally  regarded  as  one 
of  tlie  shrewdest  men  in  the  sugar  trade.  He  held  an  im- 
pirtant  interest  in  ;ind  connection  with  most  of  the  large 
tr.insjicli(»iis  in  sugar  dui-ing  the  past  twenty-five  years, 
and  jtrobaltly  was  as  well  acquainted  as  any  man  of  his 
(lay  with  the  important  movements  and  changes  in  the 
Iiandliiig  <»f  tliis  great  staple.  He  was  a  man  of  great  force 
of  diaractiM*.  liberal,  ent('ri)rising  !ind  s<'rupulously  honest. 
His  iMisiiicss  w:is  v<'ry  extensive.  During  the  later  years 
<»f  his  lif«'  he  took  a  very  ;ictive  p;irt  in  financial  institu- 
lioMs,  having  :in  interest  in  llie  I'nnk  of  the  Republic,  the 
Ceiilnil  lJ:ink,  the  (Jomnionweallh,  the  Resolute  and  the 
(Nuninerclal  Fire  liivin-:nn'e  C()mi»anies,  and  later,  in  the 
New-York  Wareliouse  niid  Security  Company.  He  Avas 
nlso  the  ejiicf  promoter  of  ilie  Mjssouii,  Kansas  and  Texas 
l?ailroa<l.  Foiimniy  \<-:iis  he  was  a  director  in  the  Mutual 
Lift?  Insunuire  C<>mi»any,  ami  also  a  diivetor  in  the  Pacific 
Mail  and  in  the  N'irgiuia  and  ( )|<l  Dominion  Steamship 
Com].anies.  Foi-  (piite  a  i)eriod  of  his  life,  Mr.  Skiddy 
^^••>-  -done  in  busines.s,  but   took  into  partnership,  in  1848, 
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('.  I).  \  iii.ii()i:.\.  'I'ljis  union  was  dissolved  about  three 
y«':irs  ui'ti-i;  and  .I(»hn  V.  Cahlisle  then  became  a  partner. 
This  i)aitn»'i>liii)  temiinated  at  Mr.  Carlisle's  death, 
wliirh  u;i.s  caii.sed  l»y  diownin^^  at  Long  Branch.  For  a 
l;«'ii(.(l  Kdmind  J.  Wade  and  John  E.  Skiddy,  son  of 
Fi:an-cis,  \\(']i>  partiKMs,  l)ut  this  partnership  was  dissolved 
abc.iit  18(;o.  in  l.SG:i  Thomas  Mixfokd  and  George  Gr. 
Ni;vi:i:s  l)»'ca?iM'  nu'iiibers  of  the  firm,  which  was  then 
styled.  Skidd V,  ^fiNFoKD  t\:  Co.,  tlie  name  it  now  bears. 
Fi.'.wcis  Skiddv  died  in  this  City,  May  1st,  1879,  in  the 
feixtv-ninth  \i':\v  of  liis  aire. 


GUSTAV  SCHWAB. 

(iisTAV  SciiAVAi;  was  born  in  Stnttgart,  Germany,  K'o- 
vcnibcr  2;!d,  \^'2'2.  lie  came  of  a  family  distingnished  for 
its  literary  and  scientilic  attainments,  his  grandfather, 
.loiiN  ('iiiMsTitiMiKK  ScinvAH,  having  been  invited  by 
l^'iJiDKiiic  TiiK  Gkkat,  of  Prussia,  to  become  a  member  of 
tli<'  Koyal  Academy  of  Sciences  and  Professor  at  the 
MilitMjy  Selionl  in  Bei'lin,  and  his  father,  Gustay  Sciiwae, 
the  author  (»!'  many  works  of  prose  and  poetry,  which  to- 
day ('iidears  his  memorv  to  numerous  readers,  both  in 
Germany  and  the  United  States, 

I'ntil  the  age  of  seventeen  Gustay  Schw^ab  resided  in 
Stuttgart,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  his  father  s  refined 
and  cultured  home,  and  pursuing  the  studies  of  the  Latin 
school  of  that  City,  which  were  to  tit  him  for  the  duties  of 
his  oi>ening  career. 

(Guided  by  a  strong  preference  for  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  with  the  a]>probation  of  his  friends,  he  entered  the 
counting-house  t)f  H.  II.  Meter  &  Co.,  of  Bremen— a  large 
shi]>ping  ;md  commission  firm— where  he  served  (as  was 
the  custom)  an  apprenticeship  of  six  years. 

Energetic,  enterprising  and  laudably  ambitions,  young 
ScMWAi?  desired  a  wider  field  of  opportunity  and  action, 
and  with  that  instinctive  judgment  which  has  gnided  to 
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our  shores  so  muiiy  cf  liis  countrymen,  lie  decided  to  make 
tln'  Nhw  World  his  iutiire  phice  of  residence. 

Ill  1S44,  as  soon  as  his  term  of  apprenticeship  was  ended, 
he  came  to  New-York  and  entered  the  office  of  Oeliiichs 
&  Ki:i  Kr.KK,  the  coiTcsiKnidents  of  Meiee  &  Co.  in  the 
Uiiit»Ml  Suites.  'J'liere  he  remained  for  several  years,  and 
until  tlie  formation  of  the  iirm  of  Wiciielhausek,  Reck- 
n.\«;kl  &  SciiWAn.  of  wliic!.  he  was  the  junior  imrtner, 
and  which  eontiiiiit'"!  in  Imsiness  till  1850. 

M<':inwhile  the  linn  of  ()i;m:iciis  &  Kruegeii  had  been 
succeeded  hy  that  of  Oiclriciis  &  Co.,  and  in  the  year 
above  named  Mr.  Schwab  became  one  of  its  members,  and 
so  cuiitinue'l  till  the  period  of  his  death.  Soon  after  his 
association  with  this  hrm  it  Avas  appointed  the  New-York 
a^HMits  of  the  North  German  Lloyd  Steamship  Comi)any, 
ami  to  tlie  thorouirhness  and  efhciency  of  his  nmnagfement 
is  lar<r«'ly  dii<'  the  eminent  success  of  that  Trans-Atlantic 
line. 

In  a(loi>tin.t;  th«'  United  States  as  the  field  where  his  en- 
larpMJ  :i:jd  iiitelli,tr»Mit  ideas  coidd  have  full  play,  and  for 
his  home,  it  was  ih.'  <lesire  and  aim  of  Mr.  Schwab  to  give 
t4>  it  what  he  (•(.iild  of  his  time  and  his  talents  in  return  for 
the  ^reat  benehts  he  v/as  privileged  to  enjoy,  and  of  which 
no  man  was  more  thoroughly  api:)reciative.  He  soon 
brc:inM'  itntMiineii!  in  local  works  of  charity  and  pliilan- 
lliropy.  anil  many  of  the  financial  and  commercial  institu- 
li<»ns  of  Ni'w-York  asked  for  and  received  the  assistance 
of  his  sonntl  nn-rcanlih^  judgment  in  the  operation  of  their 
iiffaii-s.  lb'  was  a  director,  and  for  some  time  President 
of  the  (ierinan  Soci.-iy,  founded  in  1784,  for  the  care  and 
assistance  of  hi--  fMreign  !(  How  countrymen  in  this  City. 
Ih-  1i<'I]mm1  Id  foiiiKJ  ihi-  (u'lniun  Hospital  and  Dis- 
jMMisaiy.  and  w;is  one  of  its  J3oard  of  Directors,  and 
ful(illt'(l  the  arduous  duties  of  Treasurer  until  the  fatal 
sickness  came  wliirh  iciniinatcd  in  his  death.  lie  Avas 
f<ir  some  tini''  a  ("oimiiissioner  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, and  in  all  niovenients  alFecting  the  public  wel- 
fare he  took  an  active  ])art,  always  giving  that  conscientious 
ntt^-ntion    to   matters  of  detail  which   made    his   service 
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so  v.'iy  fciTeftiv*',  ;m«l  fen-  wliidi  he  was  so  justly  noted. 
Amon;;  otluT  institutions  of  finance  lie  was  the  senior  di- 
ivctor  an<l  N'icc-Pjvsidcnt  of  tin-  Merchants'  National  Bank, 
a  director  of  the  Cmtral  Trust  Company,  the  Washington 
Life  hisMiance  Company,  and  many  others  of  a  like 
cliaiactc)-. 

To  tlie  Xew-York  Produce  Exchange  he  gave  much  of 
his  \alual>l»'  finie,  was  one  of  its  managers,  and  Chairman 
of  some  of  its  most  i:Mj)ortant  Committees ;  and  he  assisted 
in  organiziuLT,  and  continutnisly  served  as  a  Trustee  of  the 
(Jraluity  Fund  of  tli:ii  institution.  On  March  1st,  1860, 
lie  became  a  meml)ei-  of  this  Chandler,  and  at  once  took  a 
vei-y  jtronnrnMit  place  in  its  counsels.  His  intelligent 
inler<'sl  in  its  all'aii's,  an<l  in  all  t!ie  many  questions  of 
iiK'icautile  ethics  whicli  it  discussed,  was  unfailing;  and 
with  a  continuous  Jiherality  he  gave  of  his  time,  and  from 
the  rich  stores  of  liis  experience  and  scholarly  attainments, 
whatever  seemed  most  needful  to  minister  to  the  solution 
of  the  i)rol)lems  he  was  called  upon  to  exx)ound. 

The  recoi-ds  of  the  Chamber  bear  abundant  testimony 
of  his  great  ca])acity  for  work  ;  they  are  studded  all 
throughout  with  his  m:isterly  reports,  the  last  of  whicli 
(relative  to  a  sul)ject  in  wliich  he  took  the  deei)est  interest, 
becaust'  of  the  biMietits  which  he  enjoyed  under  it,)  sent 
into  the  Chandler,  when  lie  was  too  ill  to  come  upon  our 
tloor  and  ]u-esent  it  in  i)ersun,  protested  against  the  pro- 
posed legislation  by  Congress  to  '"  R9strict  Immigration 
into  the  United  States." 

In  the  mercantile  world  he  vras  a  power  for  great  good, 
llis  solidity  of  character,  his  manliness,  his  sound  judg- 
n»ent  and  unswerving  integrity,  together  with  his  great 
willingness  to  do  honest  and  hard  work  in  furthering 
tiie  ci)mmercial  and  charitable  interests  of  his  adopted 
city  and  countr3%  won  for  him  the  universal  regard  and 
res])ect  ot  his  feiiow-citizens. 

Although  apiKirently  almost  continuously  occupied  in 
secular  and  philanthropic  affairs,  Mr.  Schwab  found  time 
for  thoui>-hfal  and  extensive  reading.  He  was  also  a  deeply 
religious  num,  and  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  faith,  from 
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Iho  innor  piely  cf  wliose  henit  rnme  a  Cliristian  luimility 
fliat  was  .1  very  Ix'Miiiifiil  :ni<l  marked  feature  of  liis 
rlmnicter.  lie  was  as  courteous  in  uianner  as  lie  was 
wisM  in  counsel,  as  clear  of  disceruuienl  as  lie  was  open  to 
siii::r<*stinn.  and.  wiili  nil.  tluM-e  was  a  quiet  modesty  in  all 
llint  1m'  did  and  s:ii<l  as  cniiaa-ing  as  it  is  memorable,  and 
almost  uni(|ne.  Such  was  the  character  of  GusTAV  ScinvAB. 
Mr.  SciiWAiJ  died  al  Ids  residence  on  Fordham  Heights, 
N«.w-York  ("ity,  on  the  'ilst  day  of  August,  1888,  in  the 
six! V  .sixth  vear  of  ids  age.-  Ai.kxaxdkk  E.  Oku. 


ELLIOT    C.    COV^'DIN. 

Ki,i.i(/i  Cin:i-  loi'HKK  Cowpix  was  born  in  Jamaica,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  iith  of  August,  3810.  His  grandfather,  Cap- 
tain Thomas  ("o\\  kin.  (if  Fitchburg,  Jkiassachnsetts,  was  a 
/.•'.Mhins  ])alriot  of  the  Kevolution,  and  iilled  numerous 
ollicrsof  trust  and  honor,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
his  election  for  many  successive  years  to  a  seat  in  one 
branch  of  tlie  I^egislaluiv  of  Massachusetts.  His  father 
«  hen  Elt.iot,  his  youngest  son,  was  a  chikl.     His 

i-hicr  bi'oliier,  Genei:d  1J(  ii'.i:i;'i'  CowPTX,  now  deceased,  was 
a  man  of  business,  who  inherited  his  grandfather's  aptitude 
for  niilitai-y  alfairs,  and  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the 
''  ^  "llion  h'd.  as  (Jolonel,  one  of  tlie  first  regiments  which 
.  ,1  r..r  ti,,.  <h. fence  of  Washington.     Elliot,  as  a  boy, 
;..■     pccinl  care  of  his  second  brother,  Joiix,  an 
fiT  uK'rchant  {»f  ik)ston,   who,  at  one  period,  took 
a   null!  iilcrcst     in    the    jxtlitics    of    the    State,   and 

s«Tved  at  dilb'irut  tinics  in  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
tuiv  of  M:i'-^:i«-hu.s«'its.  Al  his  house  EiJ.ioT  resided,  with 
various  interruptions,  for  more  ihaii  twenty  years.  He  re- 
>  <\  ill*'  usual  education  of  a  youth  destined  for  business 
iiu\  At  llu*  age  of  si\tt'«-n  he  became  a  (derk  with  Allen 
A:  Manx,  d<*alcrs  in  ribbons  and  milliiKn'y  goods.  Here  he 
rcuiain«*<I  for  about  nine  yea  is.  After  tlie  death  of  the  (dder 
pnriTier  m  new  fiim  wns  formed,  under  the  title  of  AY.  H. 
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Mann  &  Co.,  Mr.  C<>\\  i>i.\,  then  twenty-five,  entering  tlie 
lioiise  ns  a  ])ni-tnf'i'. 

In  ^^4i'^  lie  niiiflc  liis  lir.st  voyage  to  Europe  as  a  i:)urcliaser 
f)!' goods  for  tlie  lioii.se.  Tliis  was  but  the  beginning  of  a 
series  of  joiii-noys  from  New-Yoik  to  Paris,  Lyons,  St. 
K(i<'nno  and  I'aslc.  wliich  at  last  became  so  familiar  a  fact 
in  his  <'xpfi'i<'nc(',  ihat  he  rame  to  consider  taking  passage 
in  :iii  ocean  steamer  as  ordinary  persons  consider  a  trip  on 
a  feiry  \>(>:\\.  At  tlie  time  of  liis  death  he  had  crossed  the 
Atla?ilie  eiglify-six  times. 

1 1  is  en  lions  Ihat  iMr.  Cowdix  was  never  in  Paris  at  any 
time  <»r  liis  life,  when  the  American  colony  there  Avas 
aroused  by  an  assertion  of  republican  princii^les,  that  he 
did  not  take  a  ]»ror..;.ient  part  in  the  consequent  demon- 
stration of  American  principles  of  government.  It  was  his 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  French  llevolntion  of  1848. 

In  lliesi)riiig  of  18.-)3Mr.  CowDix  dissolved  his  connec- 
tion with  \V.  II.  Maxx  &  Co.,  and  established  a  new  firm 
in  this  City,  under  the  name  of  Elliot  C.  Cowdix  &  Co., 
wiiii  abramdi  in  Pai'is.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year 
he  nianied  Miss  Sakaii  K  athauixe  Waldrox,  of  Boston. 

In  the  aiilunin  of  18r)S  Mr.  CowDix  had  established  his 
family  in  New-York,  he,  in  the  meanwhile,  making  his 
two  y(>arly  visits  to  France.  He  was  one  of  those  men  who 
ai'e  seemingly  never  idle  for  a  moment. 

.Mt hough  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  man 
of  strong  convictions,  as  well  as  a  facile  public  speaker, 
.Mr.  CowDix  did  not  appear  very  prominently  before  the 
])ublic  until  the  stirring  times  of  the  war,  when  he  assisted 
in  the  foundation  of  the  Union  League  Club,  and  through 
and    witli    the   Club   exercised  considerable    influence  in 

politi»'aI  afi'airs. 

In  the  autumn  of  ISC.-i  Mr.  Cowdix  was  nominated,  in 
the  Eighth  District  of  New-lTork,  as  the  Union  candidate, 
to  re]>resent  that  district  in  the  national  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  though  not  elected,  ran  largely  ahead  of 
his  ticket.  After  the  war  had  ended  in  the  triumph  of 
the  national  cause,  Mr.  Cowdix\s  warm  and  intelligent 
interest  in  public  affairs  hardly  seemed  In  the  least  to  abate. 
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lif  MM'iiied  l.(jili  t(.  uiKlersiaiid  and  to  ])erform  public  dut}', 
niul  (liis  uiiderslaiidiiiii-  and  jici  roiniaiice  of  public  duty  lie 
cnrrit'd  into  nil  tli<'  coinplicaled  questions  Avliich  came  be- 
foix»  the  Cliamber  of  Commerce,  into  the  New-England 
Sorifty,  of  wliich  lie  was  at  one  time  President,  into  every 
well  considcied  attem]»t  to  leform  the  municipal  ad- 
niiiiislralion  of  tlie  City  of  Ne^v-Yorl^.  as  well  as  into 
n.-ilioiial  and  State  politics. 

Mr.  ('(»\vi»i.\  was  oiu'  of  the  Con^missioners  of  the  United 
.Stales  to  the  Paris  Kxjiosition  of  18(57,  and  his  report, 
made  to  lli«'  Dcjuirtment  of  State  on  silk  and  sillv  manufac- 
tinvs  at  the  close  of  the  Exposition,  is  a  careful  and 
lliorough  invest iirat ion  of  this  important  industry  in  all  its 
brandies.  The  report  abounds  with  detailed  statements 
«>f  fact  and  conclusions,  and  has  been  extensively  circulated 
ill  this  country  and  in  Prance. 

In  187(5  his  friends  in  the  Cliamber  of  Commerce  were 
desiious  that  lie  should  accept  a  nomination  to  the  As- 
sembly of  tin*  State,  in  order  that  he  might  be  instru- 
mental in  i»as>.ing  iin]iortant  reform  measures.  He  was 
elected  1(^  tiiis  ]M»j)ular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  took 
his  seat  in  tliat  body  .January.  1877.  At  that  time  not  only 
Mas  party  s])irit  singularly  embittered,  but,  as  a  conse- 
ijUeii" '■,  i>ublic  sjiirii  wns  :it  a  low  ebb.  i\Ir.  CoWDiN 
♦?nten*<l  al  once  on  what  may  Ix'  called  a  campaign  of 
ivaxoii  and  ^ood  sense  against  deep  seated  prejudice  and 
bitter  parti.sanshii..  lie  ]>■{'{  i he  Assembly  with  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  the  most  hosi»ital»le  and  haid  working  member 
ill  it.  hill  one  who  had  anlicipated  the  period  when  it  Avas 
possible  lo  establish  iiserul  and  needful  ivfoi'ins.  Probably 
he  eonsidered  this  ]ierio(l  of  his  life,  .short  as  it  was,  as  at 
oiiei-  the  most  honond.l.'  and  ijie  most  mortif>iim'  test  to 
whieh  his  seii.s,.  ,,1'  public  duly  liad  been  subjected. 

Mr.  I'owiuN  died  in  ihis  Ciiy  on  Apiil  12th,  1880, 
having  reaciie<i  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

l-'nmi  tie-  minute  jirepMied  l»y  Mr.  A.  A.  Low,  and 
adoptetl  by  the  t'hiiinber  of  C.mmi,.!,.,',  May  G,  1880,  we 
<piot<.  the  f<»]|o\Ning  just  esijiiKii,.  (,f  his  character,  enter- 
Uiiiied  by  hi.'*  fcik»v.  members  : 
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"  As  a  result  of  his  lon^;-  and  repeated  stay  in  Paris,  Mr. 
( 'n\\ Di  \  became  widely  known  to  many  of  our  public  men, 
and  very  infirnately  ac([uainted  with  Burlingame,  Sum- 
m;i:  and  W'asfii'.i'R.vk.  His  liberal  liosxntality,  genial 
maim«'rs  an<l  cullivated  tastes,  brought  around  him  other 
(d'  his  count lyuM-ii  at  home,  who  were  equally  conspicuous 
in  public  lib;  with  those  above  named.  It  may  be  said  of 
him,  as  he  once  said  of  another,  'He  enlarged  and  im- 
j)rnv('d  his  mind  by  study  and  reflection  ;  he  dispensed 
a,  liberal  hcspitnlily  ;  he  cultivated  enduring  friendships  ; 
he  won  troops  of  fiiends  by  manners  peculiarly  genial 
and  frank.' 

"  Mr.  ('owi)iN  Ix'came  a  member  of  the  Chamber  Feb- 
rnai\v  :?,  K'^'>'.'.  and  he  continued  his  membership  during 
all  I  he  years  ol"  his  sid)se(pient  residence  in  Paris. 

"  He  u:is  elected  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Home 
Trade  :in<l  J'ommerce,  May  19,  1870.  He  was  elected  a 
nirniber  <.(•  I  he  Kxecutive  Committee,  May  7,  1874,  and  as 
Chairman,  May  4,  1870. 

•' Jb»\\  Ik'  met  every  appointment  as  a  member  of  this 
l)()dy,  and  how  h<'  discharged  his  duties  as  Chairman 
of  Ihe  Kxecutive  Committee,  we  all  know;  but  as  an  in- 
ceiilive  to  others,  as  well  as  in  justice  to  his  memory,  it 
siioidd  be  recorded,  that  he  was  ever  active,  alw^ays  inter- 
ested, ])rompt,  faithful  and  efficient. 

••Ill  liie  discussion  of  such  iniblic  measures  as  have 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Chamber  during  these  latter 
years,  his  eiVorts  and  influence  were  largely  felt. 

••  \n  ardent  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  a  lively  interest  in 
commercial  pursuits  wrought  in  him  with  a  worthy  pride 
and  laudable  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  every  good  and 
noble  puri>ose. 

"  Hearin.'-  in  mind  the  excellence  of  his  character.  Ins 
love  of  rectitmle,  his  fidelity  to  duty,  his  efforts  to  do  good 
his  su.'cess  as  a  writer  and  speaker,  and  the  peaceful  and 
i)leasant  relations  we  were  permitted  for  so  many  years  to 
enjoy  with  him,  this  Chamber  will  ever  hold  in  honor  the 
memory  of  Elliot  C.  Cowdi?^." 
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KINLOCH    STUART. 

KiNUM-n  STiAiir  wns  a  unlive  of  Edinburgli,  Scotlnnd, 
iK.ni  in  1775,  nnd  was  in  early  lil'e  a,  laro-e  candy  maniifac- 
tnivr  in  lliat  City,  bnt  liaviiig  endorsed  for  liis  brothers- 
in-law,  l)Mild<'rs.  wlio  failed,  lie  surrendered  liis  entire 
]»rop<'rly  for  the  satisfartioii  of  the  claims  thns  created. 
Nut\Yitlislan(lin.ir  this,  however,  there  still  remained  due 
some  seven  thousand  dollai-s.  which  he  Avas  unable  to  pay. 
I>'avin,i:  Kdinburirh,  then  in  his  thirtieth  year,  he  arrived 
with  his  wife  in  New-York  on  the  13lli  of  September, 
1  -' .'t.  afh'i'  a  i«assas^^  of  iifty- six  days.  Ilis  capital,  with 
wliirh  to  start  in  life  anew  in  a  strange  country,  consisted 
of  a  robust  c<»nst it iitioii.  indomitable  energy,  a  clear  head, 
stem  integrity  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  money.  In 
these  days  of  cable  telegi-ams  and  steamships  it  is  difficult 
t<i  roniitrehend  what  ii  forlorn  hope  the  prosi)ect  of  ever 
airain  seeing  Mr,  Sicakt  or  their  money  must  have  seemed 
to  his  creditors.  Jjiit  of  one  thing  they  were  certain,  and 
this  was,  that  liis  integrity  would  not  allow  distance  and 
diirM-uliy  of  connniinication  to  weaken  his  sense  of  his 
()lilig:itions  to  iheiii.  How  fully  their  confidence  in  liim 
was  jiistilie(l,  i.s  shown  by  a  parchment  in  the  possession 
of  Ills  s<tn  UonKitT,  l)earing  date  1812,  attesting  the  receipt, 
by  his  eighteen  creditors,  of  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound, 
:in«l  their  appi-eciation  of  his  conduct  in  devoting  his 
earliest  < -a rn in !.'••-•.  the  linii  of  close  industry  for  sixteen 
to  ei;r|,t«M'n  of  the  1  w<'i!t y  four  hours  (six  days  in  the 
week  I  to  the  settlement  of  the  outstanding  indebtedness 
ill  Kdinburgli.  Three  payments  1o  the  absent  creditors 
wen*  remilted  in  sums  (»f  oU(»  hundred  pounds  at  a.  time, 
as  fast  as  the  inoii'-y  was  eai-ned.  and  before  Mr.  Sttakt 
had  fully  furnished  hjs  Imhis.-.  ll,>  did  not  ^vait  to  become 
lich  befoie  |.:i\in.i:-  his  delits.  At  the  .time  Mr.  Stuaut 
arrived  in  Mew-\()rk  lii:-  yedow  fevei- A\as  I'aging  among 
inhabitants,  and  for  safety  he  deci<led  to  take  up  his 
!•  'idehce  at  some  other  point,  lie  went  to  Hudson,  I)ut 
this  i»liice  pn-veiiting  no  i.roliinble  opening  to  his  special 
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indiisiiy,  h,-  ivtiinifMl  to  the  metropolis  in  October,  and 
towards  the  close  of  18()5  was  living  at  Ko.  40  Barclay- 
street,  (th.-n  a  two  story  l)rick  front  lionse,)  the  upper 
j»ait  of  which  was  occupied  l>y  Lemaiee,  a  Frenchman, 
tiie  archit..ct  of  ihe  City  Hall.  On  tlie  Istof  Xovember, 
1H<)<5,  Mr.  Sn  AIM'  removed  to  the  house  at  the  corner 
of  ('liaiiil)eis  :iii«l  (ireenwidi  streets,  which  he  enlarged. 
Af  I  in-  lime  Mi-.  SruAirr  came  to  live  in  New- York,  the 
population  of  the  (Mty,  according  to  the  census,  was 
H«'vcnty-li\('  thousnnd  seven  hnndred  and  seventy  persons. 
lie  rcsiitiicd.  ill  ;i  small  way,  tlie  business  in  which  he  had 
been  •  ()  inospcrous  in  Eilinbui'gh,  and  through  manufactu- 
ring a  pure  (pudity  of  candy,  became  so  Avell  known  and 
siic<-essfiil  that  he  made  nujnev  ra]»idly,  and  took  standin"; 
nnioim'  the  most  i-epntable  mendiants  of  the  City. 

Ilf  coiiiiiiiird  in  active  business  until  the  be^inninij:  of 
]S'J(;,  and  died  on  tlie  29th  of  January  of  that  year,  aged 
fifty  one.  lit'  left  an  extensive  and  rapidly  increasing 
trade,  and  an  estate,  real  and  personal,  valued  at  over  one 
hnndied  iliDUsand  dollars.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
ranked  ninong  the  rich  men  in  the  City  of  NeAV-York. 


ROBERT    L.    STUART. 

Koi5i:i:t  L.  Sti'aim'  was  the  eldest  son  of  Kixlocii 
SriAKi'.  and  was  born  in  the  City  of  New- York  on  the  21st 
of  July,  ISOO.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  in  IS^ri.  he 
c(»ntinued  the  business  of  manufacturing  candy,  until  the 
7th  of  January,  1828,  when  the  firm  of  K.  L.  &  A.  Stuaut 
(the  latter  his  younger  brother)  was  formed.  This  copart- 
nership continued  unchanged  for  a  period  of  fifty-one 
years,  and  until  dissolved  by  the  death  of  its  junior  partner, 
in  1870. 

In  18:V2,  K.  L.  A:  A.  Stuakt  commenced  refining  sugar 
by  steam,  and  were  the  first  successful  operators  in  that 
industry,  eti:'orts  bv  others  in  the  same  direction  having 
resulted  in  loss,  cessation  or  bankruptcy.    The  office  of  the 
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llrm  :it  (his  time  was  at  No.  1G9  Chambers-street,  a  building 
erected  by  tli*Mii  in  1831,  and  the  lirst  dwelling-house  in  the 
City  into  which  gas  was  introduced,  amain  being  laid  from 
GretMiwich-street  for  this  purpose. 

The  live-story  building,  corner  of  Greenwich  and.  Cham- 
bei-s  streets,  wliich  the  lirm  subsequently  occupied,  was 
erected  by  them  in  188.").  The  nine-story  building,  corner 
of  Greenwicli  :iiid  Reade  streets,  was  put  up  in  1849.  The 
large  winvhoiises  on  the  soiitli  side  of  Chambers-street 
were  built  by  ihc  hnii,  ;\\u\  iirst  occupied  for  the  storage 
of  refined  sugars. 

In  185."")-r)n.  the  manufacture  of  candy  was  discontinued, 
and  siiuar  ivliiiiuij;  became  the  sole  business  of  the  firm. 
No  work  was  ever  done  in  the  establishment  on  Sunday, 
nor  were  repairs  matle  at  the  refinery  on  that  day,  or 
allowed  to  be  made  at  outside  machine  shops.  The  same 
energy  and  perseverance  in  honorably  meeting  and  over- 
coming obstacles  which  were  dominant  in  the  father  were 
characteiistic  also  of  Ihe  sons.  The  hatred  of  everything 
spurious,  which  x^hu'ed  the  manufactures  of  Kinlocii 
Stuaiit  above  any  suspicion  of  adulteration,  made  the 
])i-oduct  of  Iv.  L.  Sc  A.  Stuaut  a  synonym  for  purity  in  the 
mai-kets  of  ili<'  civilized  world.  During  the  Civil  War  the 
Stiailts  gave  theii-  uncpudilied  supxxn-t  to  the  Government, 
and  W(')-e  among  the  heaviest  sub:;cribers  to  the  iirst  million 
<»r  llic  war  loan— a  significant  proof  of  their  conhdence  in 
the  result  of  the  struggle. 

Ill  KS7'2-7:'>  the  Itrolhers  retired  from  active  business.  In 
]8'M)  RouKiir  \j.  Sim  Airr  iiianied  iNrAUV,  the  daughter 
of  Koi!i:i;r  M(('i;i:\,  one  of  (lie  old  and  wealthy  merchants 
of  N(nv-York.  Mr.  Sri  Ai;r.  lifter  his  retirement  from 
active  l»usiness,  devofe(l  his  lime  principally  to  the  work 
<»f  i>hihinlliropy.  in  whicli  he  was  most  efficiently  assisted 
by  liis  worthy  wife,  whose  tiame7like  that  of  her  husband, 
is  found  ill  connection  with  in'iii'ly  every  charity  of  Nevv- 
Ytniv.  and  with  many  ont  of  it. 

Mr.  Sti-ai;!'  w:is  a  member  of  ilie  C'hamber  of  Commerce 

from  June-.'.  |s.');i.  a  ml)er  (.f  the  Union  Club  for  many 

yeai'.s,  :i!i<i   abo  a  niemlicr  of   tlie  Union  ijeagiie  Club  from 
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its  foi-m.'ition,  in  Mmcli,  J8G3.  He  was  likewise  connected 
with  th*^  (;<'iitiiry  Club,  tlie  Xew-York  Historical  Society, 
1  lie  Arn«'ricaM  Academy  of  Sciences,  the  Museum  of  Natiiial 
History  the  ])residency  of  wliicli  lie  resigned  in  1880— and 
ih<-  \(>[\n<!:  Mr^n's  Christian  Association,  beina;  President 
of  th<'  l>oard  rjf  Trustees  of  the  last  named  at  the  time  of 
his  (h-ath.  In  flie  Presbyterian  Hospital  Mr.  Stuaet  was 
^M'catly  interested,  and  Avas  President  of  that  institution. 
He  ^^•lv^  to  it  in  1880  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in 
a(hlitif)n  to  many  ])r<'vious  gifts.  Among  other  notable 
gifts  of  Mr.  SriTAUT,  made  in  the  same  year  as  the  above, 
uvo  one  liiindi'cd  thousand  dollars  to  Princeton  Theological 
Seniinai'v,  a  lik*' sum  to  Piinceton  College,  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  San  Francisco  Theological  Seminai'v. 
Ml-.  Stuakt  v. as  a  liberal  but  judicious  patron  of  art,  and 
Ills  spacious  mansion  on  Fifth  Avenue  is  filled  with  many 
most  Ix'auliful  paintings,  marldes  and  bronzes.  Deejjly 
interested  in  all  that  related  to  the  welfare  of  the  City  of 
his  birth  and  h.ve,  and  all  good  works  at  liome  and  abroad, 
he  won  the  resi)ect,  esteem  and  affection  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. Mr.  S'lTAUT  died  at  his  residence,  in  tliis  City, 
on  Decenib.T  l-itli,  1882,  in  the  seventy-seveutli  j^ear  of  his 

au'e. 


ROBERT    McCREA. 

Poui:irr  McCuka  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  in  17C4, 
but  came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  and  went  into 
the  busiu«^ss  of  importing  dry  goods.  At  that  time  both 
Alexandria  and  Newport  were  rivals  of  Kew-York  in  the 

impotting  trade.  . 

Mr.  MdMiKAwas  a  man  of  sterling  business  qualities 
and  sound  judgment,  and  soon  liad  a  large  and  extensive 
trade,  at  oiie  time  having  nine  business  partners  in  as  many 
diiferent  cities  of  the  United  States.  He  was  the  iirst  to 
import  iuii-rain  carpets  into  this  country.  Mr.  McCkka 
married  Jannett,   the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Joiix  liu- 
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GASox,  and  lived  for  many  years  on  Spring-street,  then  the 
most  fashionable  part  of  the  city.  A  man  of  genial  dispo- 
sition, generous  almost  to  a  fault,  he  Avas  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1837,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his 
age,  Mr.  McOrka  was  ons  of  the  most  wealthy  merchants 
in  New- York  City. 


JOHN   JACOB   ASTOR. 

Joiix  Jacob  Astor,  the  elder,  was  born  July  17th,  1763, 
in  the  village  of  Waldorf,  near  Heidelberg,  in  the  (Irand 
Duchy  of  Baden.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Joiiann 
Jacob  Astor,  a  i^oor  peasant,  whose  father  had  been  in 
better  circumstances. 

The  first  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in  poverty  and  pri- 
vation, and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  left  his  father's  occu- 
X)ation  and  joined  an  elder  brother  who  had  settled  some 
years  before  in  London,  and  who  subsequently  became  the 
head  of  the  musical  instrument  warehouse  of  Astor  & 
Broad  WOOD.  He  set  out  on  foot  for  the  Rhine,  and,  rest- 
ing under  a  tree  while  still  in  sight  of  his  native  village, 
formed  three  resolves,  to  which  he  adhered  through  life — • 
to  l)e  honest,  t(j  be  industrious,  and  never  to  gamble.  He 
worked  his  passage  down  the  Rhine  on  a  timber  raft,  and, 
oil  arriving  in  London,  received  employment  at  his  brother's 
factory.  Ib^v  he  remained  three  years,  acquiring  the  Eng- 
lish language  and  putting  by  some  scanty  savings  for  the 
time  when  he  should  be  able  to  realize  the  project  upon 
which  his  thoughts  were  lixed,  of  removing  to  America, 
where  he  had  a  presentiment  of  attaining  great  riches.  In 
liis  later  period  of  i)rosperity  lie  often  referred  to  these 
years  as  liaving  l)een  anumg  the  happiest  of  his  life.  In 
N(jvember,  1783,  lie  embarked  at  Southampton,  taking  a 
stock  of  flutes  and  other  musical  instruments,  which  Avere 
to  l)e  sold  at  a  i)i-olit.  Upon  arriving  in  New- York  he 
found  his  brothei-,  Henry  Astor,  in  possession  of  a  con- 
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fr'Ml.-i:il»l.'  fort  mi.-.  :..•,,,, ired  by  siii)])]ying  at  first  the  British 
;r:irris«Mi,  ;iii«l  :irt.'nv:ii(ls  tlie  nif-nt  dealers  of  the  city  with 
raffle,  which  \\it  l.oiiirht  in  liPids  in  the  interior. 

.I«<if  \  .].\t  i>i:  AsK.i:  soon  busied  liimself  in  the  fur  trade, 
fo  u  hi<-h  his  aff»-ntioii  liad  ])een  called  by  a  fellow-country- 
iiiiiii.  and  ill  wliich  Iar<rc  fortunes  were ])eing  amassed.  He 
•  •rifeivd  upon  f!iis  n«'\v  occupation  with  nnremitting  vio-or, 
atid,  at  ili.-.-nddf  teny.-ars,  had  diverted  the  most  profitable 
luaiUi-ts  fioiii  his  cMniperitors,  and  was  at  the  head  of  a 
busitu'ss  brafirhinir  to  All)any,  Buffalo,  Plattsburgh  and 
I>«'tr(.if.  Fifiding  that  London  Avas  a  better  market  for 
fins  tli:in  Nm  'S'ork,  lir  cliartered  a  vessel,  pnt  his brother- 
in  l;iu,  Wii.i.iANt  WiiKiTKX,  a  ship  captain,  in  command, 
soM  til."  cavL^*  to  grt-at  advantage,  and  returned  Avith  Asxon 
A:  I'.i;m  \itu  .M.i>  instnnuents,  Avhich,  from  their  excellence, 
NM'ir  h»'ld  ill  high  i«'putation.  Taught  by  this  experience 
li»'  bdiiLrhf  ships  and  engaged  in  the  lucratiAe  China  trade, 
sending:  Vfs>. -Is  round  t lie  world  on  each  cruise,  carrying 
fill's  fo  I'ingiand,  Knglish  nianiifactures  to  Canton,  and  thence 
i-etiiiniii::-  t«»  Nrw-York  with  tea.  His  business  increased 
ininifiis,.|y,  but  he  superintended  all  parts  of  it  personally, 
ami  gav«»  attention  t(»  ihe  minutest  details.  His  letters  of 
insfnirfioii  f(»  his  agents  were  written  Avith  extraordinary 
comprehensiveness  and  accuracy.  It  Avas  his  maxim,  "If 
vol!  wish  a  thiuLi-  (h)ne,  iret  some  one  to  do  it  for  a'OU  ;  l)ut 
if  ViUi  wisli  it  doiu-  well,  do  it  A'ourself.'"  He  meditated 
long  bi'fore  aeting,  but  a  resolve  once  taken,  it  Avas  exe- 
cuted wiilioiit  liesitation. 

His  greatest  enterprise  Avas  the  settlement  of  Astoria  at 
the  iiK.utli  of  the  Columbia  River,  Avhicli  is  the  subject  of 
\V  \-iiiN(;TnN  li;viXG*s  volume  of  that  name.  After  the 
famous  j<.urney  of  Lkwis  and  Claek  across  the  continent, 
hedispatched  traders  and  buyers  to  the  Indian  tribes  of 
Oregon  and  Dakota  and  the  great  lakes.  The  ]3ritish 
Northwest  Fur  Company  opposed  him  to  the  utmost, 
driviu'4  away  his  agents  and  voyagenrs  and  claiming  ex- 
clusive rights  to  the  fur  trade  of  the  Pacific.  In  the  face 
of  great  dilHciilty  tlie  station  of  Astoria  was  maintained  for 
four  years,  and  a  treaty  Avas  signed  by  liis  agent  and  son- 
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ill-law  ]5extzox,  with  Count  Baeaxoff,  on  behalf  of  the 
Russian  Government  in  Kamschatkaand  Alaska.  In  deal- 
ing with  the  Indians,  and  in  liis  instructions  to  his  captains 
relative  to  their  intercourse  with  the  savages,  Mr.  Astoe 
was  wise,  humane  and  liberal.  A  significant  corroboration 
to  this  statement  is  found  in  the  conduct  of  Comcomly,  the 
chief  of  the  native  Chinooks,  who,  upon  the  approach  of  a 
British  sloop  of  war  in  December,  1814,  offered  to  defend 
Astoria  with  his  warriors,  xn'omising  to  inflict  a  sanguinary 
repulse  npon  the  enemy.  But  unfortunately  Mr.  Astoe 
had  erred  for  once  in  his  judgment  of  human  nature,  and 
had  entrusted  Astoria,  with  its  fort,  its  nragazines  and  its 
accumukition  of  valua])le  furs,  to  a  renegade  Scotchman 
named  Duncax  McDougall,  who,  for  a  bribe  from  the 
British  Northwest  Company,  bade  Comcomly  dismiss  his 
braves,  and  hoisted  the  Union  Jack  almost  before  he  could 
be  summoned  to  surrender. 

In  this  remarkable  enterprise  Mr.  Astoe  was  actuated 
less  by  considerations  of  pecuniary  j)rotit  than  by  the  zest 
of  a  vast  design,  which  had  gradually  developed  in  his 
mind,  and  Avhicli  aimed  at  the  exploration  and  civilization 
of  the  Pacific  Coast,  through  the  medium  of  commerce  and 
colonization.  The  magnitude  of  his  flnancial  relations  and 
the  vigor  and  breadth  of  his  self-trained  intellect  brought 
him  into  frequent  correspondence  upon  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  Astoria,  with  the  leading  American 
statesmen  of  the  time,  but  the  Government  gave  no  further 
encouragement  or  protection  than  its  acquiescence  in  -pvo- 
jects  which  were  evidently  to  be  so  greatly  to  its  advantage. 

At  the  cojumencement  of  the  present  century  Mr.  Astoe 
began  investing  the  i^rolits  of  commercial  ventures  in  real 
estate  upon  Manhattan  Island,  whose  immense  future  value 
lie  was  one  of  1  lie  lirst  to  foresee.  He  bought  meadows  and 
farms  in  ihr  ti-ack  which  the  growth  of  the  Citv  would 
follow,  tnisiiiigio  tim(»t()  multiply  their  worth.  His  rise 
to  fortune  was  due  to  none  of  the  curious  windfalls  and 
favoring  chances  which  are  popularly  associated  with  his 
eaily  years:  the  fust  half  of  his  life  w^as  an  arduous 
struggle,  in  which  adversity  and  disappointment  only  stim- 
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nlMl.Ml  l,i,„  lo  fiiitljHr  self-improvement,  and  to  a  broader 
•""1  pi<'l'>im.hT  study  of  the  world.  The  practical  cast  oC 
his  rh:i):„-t<.,-.  and  the  principles  of  frugality  and  labor 
winch  his  f'xiM'iii^nce  had  instilled,  made  him  inpatient  of 
indoh-iice  nn<l  sham  and  mendicancy-  But  he  knew  the 
value  of  wisf  benefaction,  and  by  his  will  established  the 
library  whirh  bears  hi.sname,  and  which  hissonand  oraiul- 
soii  have  auirinented,  till  their  united  gift  to  the  City  re- 
j.i.'  .Mils  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

Mr.  .\>T(.i;  was  a  self-educated  man,  and  his  desire  for 
useful  iiib.rmalioii  was  a  constant  habit  of  the  mind,  and 
marked  rvejy  period  of  life.  He  delighted  in  the  society 
(•f  III.  II  of  letters  and  accomplishment.  One  of  his  most 
iuiimale  fiit-iids.  dating  from  the  days  of  their  service  as 
(iirect(us  of  ihc  IViuk  of  the  United  States,  was  ALBiarr 
(^\l. LATIN,  and  his  fieipient  companion,  and  one  who,  at 
a  latei-  pei-iod.  lived  with  him  for  several  years,  was 
\V  \>iii  \«;'i-oN  ji;\i.\(;.  Through  business  relations  he 
was  iiiterestfd  ju  the  chief  banking  institutions  of  the 
( 'ily,  and  in  ISM,  when  the  Xew-York  Life  Insurance  and 
'i'liist  Company  was  robbed  by  its  cashier  of  its  entire 
surplus,  amoiiuliiig  to  a  quarter  of  a  million,  Mr.  Astou 
saved  the  Company  from  an  inevitable  suspension,  which, 
in  I  hose  days,  meant  disgrace,  by  the  gratuitous  loan  of 
an  amount  siillicient  to  meet  its  immediate  needs. 

Afler  his  I'elirement  from  active  business,  in  1S22,  he 
made  several  visits  to  Europe,  residing  on  the  continent,  in 
all.  nearly  ten  years.  He  acquired  the  French  language, 
whi<di  he  learned  to  speak  and  write  fluently,  was  presented 
at  the  Court  of  Ciiaki.ks  the  Tenth,  and  devoted  parts 
of  two  winters  to  the  galleries  and  museums  of  Italy; 
th<'  summers  abroad  were  passed  at  a  villa  he  owned  on 
the  Lake  of  Geneva,  which  he  afterw\ards  gave  to  his 
son-in-law,  \incext  Rumpff,  then  Minister  of  the  llan- 
soatic  League  at  Paris. 

Mr.  AsToit's  last  years  were  spent  in  repose  and  retire- 
ment, in  the  supervision  of  landed  interests  and  in  the 
society  of  a  small  circle  of  men  of  attainment. 

His  Strongest  trait  was  integrity.     Plis  private  life  was 
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Manieless.  His  chief  pleasure  was  in  tlie  simple  recreations 
of  liis  country  home.  By  the  force  of  his  iniiuencs  and 
example,  he  helped  to  give  character  to  the  society  of  his 
time. 

In  old  age,  surrounded  by  every  luxury,  and  looking 
back  across  an  eventful  career,  his  thoughts  reverted  to  the 
home  of  his  boyhood  in  the  humble  little  village  of  Waldorf ; 
and  by  his  -will  he  made  provision  for  the  establishment 
there  of  an  asylum  for  the  sick  and  inhrm,  which,  since  its 
creation,  in  ]8.")4,  has  alleviated  suffering,  and  stood  as  a 
memorial  of  the  love  its  founder  retained  to  the  last  for  his 
German  fatherland. 

]\fr.  AsTOR  died  in  this  City,  March  29th,  1848,  in  the 
eiglity-hftli  year  of  his  age. 


SAMUEL  B.  RUGGI^ES. 

Samuel  Bulkley  Ruggles  was,  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  one  of  the  directing  minds  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce.  He  was  born  at  New-Milford,  Connecticut,  Ai:)ril 
1  I  til,  1800,  and  was  descended  from  an  old  Colonial  stock 
of  P^nglish  origin,  inheriting,  in  fall  degree,  that  combina- 
tion of  ardor  and  perseverance  which  is  characteristic  of  the 
JS'ew-England  race.  Gifted  with  rare  intellectual  powers, 
he  was  one  of  the  most  attractive  of  men.  Ready  in  intelli- 
gence, felicitous  in  speech,  and  of  a  genial,  kindly  manner, 
he,  IVom  early  youth,  took  his  place  among  the  intellectual 
magnates  of  the  land. 

(graduated  from  Yale  College  at  the  age  of  14,  he  studied 
law  as  a  ]>i(>f('.ssion,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
uS'ew-York  bar  in  18il.  In  1838  Mr.  Ruggles  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Assemblv,  from  this  City,  and  was  chosen 
Chairman  of  llic  Coniniitlcc  of  \Vays  aiid  Means  of  that 
body.  His  repoil  to  the  Legislature  on  the  canal  policy  of 
theStati'.  tliougii  derided  at  the  time  by  political  oi^ponents 
as  visionary  and  exaggerated,  is  one  of  the  ablest  of  our 
Stale  papers.     Warm  in  expression  and  earnest  in  tone,  its 
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im.ni<.Hons    fo  nse  tl.e  writer's  words  at  a  later  period, 
s  .n(l..|  tl...  n.rves  of  some  of  our  worthiest  citizens- 
\r      „ot  only  w.re  all  of  the  estimates  readied,  but  ex- 
' '  *'!<  ^vHhn.  the  ])erio(l  to  Mhich  he  had  confined  them 

i^n..(  anal  slunild  be  enlaroed,  its  tolls  would  reach  the 
s..,,.^ol  f  Inv,.  n.illions  of  dollars  at  the  close  of  navigation 
1"  '•  •!•'.  i  !'♦•  Jiftnal  fio-nres  were  over  three  and  one-half 
T'lil  1...1S.  In  that  year,  alihon-h  the  enlargement  was  not 
"""l">  Ni-iiiiniberof  tons  carried  to  tide  water  was  twelve 
hini.li.  ,1  ilu,„sand.  The  movement  reported  for  1^80  was 
ov.T  llu.-c.  ]iiilli(,n.s  of  tons,  valued  at  more  than  two  li.m- 
divd  Miilhons  of  dollars.  This  enormous  increase  was  in  no 
small  Micasnivdii,.  to  the  jealous  and  ceaseless  care  with 
wliicli  Mr.  ]ti(;({LEs  watched  every  act  of  the  Legislature 
wlii<li  llijvatencd  or  concerned  this  great  artery  of'inteinal 
tradic. 

^  Kmiii  lli.«  liiue  tliat  he  lirst  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Kiie  Canal,  until  his  death,  there  was  no  wavering  in 
liis  dcvotidu  lo  the  cause  of  intejnal  improvements.  His 
iMddcIs,  for  aduiii-ation  and  imitation,  were  the  famous 
Fi;a\(  IS  K(ji-:irr()X,  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  who  con- 
structed, at  liis  OAvn  cost,  the  first  canal  in  England,  and 
Hi;  Will-  Ci.FNTON,  to  whose  energy  and  statesmanship 
X<\\  ^'ork  owes  its  canal  system,  and  the  control  of  the 
liallic  of  tlu'  Lake  country. 

r>ut  while  his  fame  is  indissolubly  connected  with  the 
camd  system  of  this  State,  (he  was  Commissioner  from  1838 
to  isr)8,  when  he  retired  from  the  Board,)  this  was  by  no 
means  (he  only  sphere  of  his  usefulness.  Mr.  Ruggles 
was  one  (.)f  tlie  original  founders  of  the  Bank  of  Commeice, 
in  18150,  and  took  an  imj^ortant  part  in  securing  the  passage 
at  Albany  of  the  General  Banking  Law,  under  which  it 
was  chartered,  and  for  many  years  was  a  director  of  this 
institution.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Commissioners  with 
.T.\Mi:s  Ctokk  King  and  Jonx  A.  Steveks  to  decide 
upon  the  route  of  the  Erie  Kailroad.  The  records  of  the 
Cliamber  bear  abundant  testimony  to  his  untiring  industry 
and  great  sagacity,  and  numerous  pami:)hlets  from  his  jien 
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show  the  rmiiiv?  of  subjects  Avhich  attmcted  his  attention. 
In  1852  he  piihlished  a  defence  of  the  right  and  dnty  of 
the  American  Union  to  improve  its  navigable  waters.     In 
May,  18(U,  he  delivered  the  address  on  the  opening  of  the 
Metropolitan  Fair  in  aid  of   the  United   States  Sanitary 
Commission.     The  following  July  he  was  the  orator  on  the 
occasion  of  the  semi-centennial  meeting  of  the  graduates 
of  Yale  College,  of  the  class  of  IS  14,  and  of  the  Alumni 
of  that  Institution.     The  same  year  he  published  his  re- 
])ort  on  the  Resources  of    the   United  States,    and   on   a 
uniform  system  of  weights,  measures  and  coins  ;  this  re- 
port  he   had   previously  presented    to   the   International 
Statistical  Congress  at  Berlin.     In  1866  he  represented  the 
United  States  as  Commissioner  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 
In  1869  he  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  International 
Statistical  Congress  at  the  Hague.     In  1871  he  published 
a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Interna tionality  and  International 
Congresses  :    a   Report   to    the    Department    of    State;" 
together  with  a  report  to   Congress   on  the   compiarative 
population  and  cereal  products  of  the  United  States.     In 
1877  he  addressed  the  American  Bankers'  Convention  on 
the  subject   of    American  silver  coinage,    and  made   an 
earnest  appeal  for  the  "  Dollar  of  our  Fathers."" 

The  last  and  crowning  w^ork  of  his  life,  however,  to 
wliich  he  had  given  years  of  patient  study  of  a  most  arduous 
cliaracter,  was  the  "  Consolidated  Tables  of  National  Pro- 
gress in  Clieapening  Food,"  which  presented,  by  decades 
and  geograi)hical  divisions,  the  agricultural  progress  of  the 
n-ition  in  cheapening  tlie  food  of  America  and  Europe. 
This  important  work  was  i)rinted  by  the  Chamber  for 
distribution. 

Tliis  bi'ii-f  sketch  of  'Mr.  Ruggles  would  be  incom- 
plete wit  lioiif  some  mention  of  his  identification  wdth  the 
growth  of  oui-  City.  At  an  early  clay  he  foresaw  its  won- 
dji'ful  (hivelopment  in  population  and  boundary,  and  he 
was  connected  with  some  of  its  greatest  enterprises.  Al- 
though a  lawyer  by  profession,  his  associations  were,  of 
clioicp,  with  the  great  merchants  of  this  City,  and  his 
achievements  and  fame  are  our  just  heritage. 
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Mr.    !{(;<.<. ij.s  died  at  a  summer  resort  on  Fire  Island 
L.  J..  A.i-ust  2.stl,,  J8S1,  in  the  eigMy-second  year  of  his 
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CORNELIUS    RAY. 

(;(ii;M.m  s  1{\Y  wfis  of  an  old  New- York  family,  the 
f«Miri(h'r  (.f  wlii<-|i.  .I(»ii.\  Ray,  emigrated  to  this  country 
rrotri  Kx.-t.T,  ill  the  County  of  Devonshire,  England,  at  the 
rjosc  (if   \hi-  seventeenth  century. 

CoKNKi.ii  >  JJav  was  the  son  of  Riciiaud  Ray  and  his 
uife,  Sai.'aii  ]3()(;kkt,  nud  was  born  in  Smith-street,  (now 
W 1 1 1  i:i  ni  -St  reet, )  New- York  City,  April  25th,  1755. 

.Mr.  II  \\  entered  mercantile  life  at  an  early  age,  and 
iM'CMiiie  (.lie  (»f  Xew-York's  most  prominent  merchants. 
During  t  hi- war  of  tlie  Revolution,  on  the  investment  of  the 
City  liy  the  Uiiiish,  he  retired  to  ADuiny,  where  he  mar- 
ried, (.;i  .Inly  2('.tli.  1784,  Elizabeth  Elmexdokpji,  the 
diiiighler  of  1*i:'ii;k  En.MrxD  Elmendokpii,  of  Kingston, 
risler  County,  in  this  State,  by  whom  he  had  several 
children.  Mr.  Kav  returned  to  the  City  Avhen  jx'ace  wns 
restoi-e.i,  Mini  iigain  entered  mercantile  life.  After  the 
establishment  (»f  the  Eank  of  the  United  States,  he  was 
clioscii  President  of  the  New-York  Branch,  and  continued 
ill  that  ollire  until  the  expiration  of  the  bank's  cliartei-  in 
bsio. 

( )!i  Aiuil  2()tli.  17S4,  Mr.  Ray  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  its  President  May  Gth, 
ISon,  serving  until  May  4th,  1819,  Avhen  he  declined  a  le- 
electioii. 

In  March,  1817,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Ray,  the 
Chanil)er  was  aroused  to  renewed  activity.  Its  by-laws 
were  revised,  and  a  large  number  of  young  merchants  were 
electtMl  members,  who  afterwards  became  prominent  in  its 
a  (Tairs.  Though  not  a  politician,  Mr.  Ray  was  a  Federalist 
in  principle  and  a  consistent  suioporter  of  the  Federal 
party.  Being  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  prominent  mem- 
12 
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bers  of  tliat  party,  lie  was  frequently  called  upon  to  preside 
at  its  meetings. 

Mr.  Ray  was  long  connected  with  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  charitable  institutions  of  this  City.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Society  of  the  Lying-in 
Hospital,  which  was  established  by  Act  of  the  Legislature, 
passed  March  1,  1799,  one  of  its  first  Governors,  and  its 
President  for  many  years. 

In  liis  personal  character  and  intercourse  Mr.  Ray  was 
kind  and  gentle,  of  high  principles,  and  a  merchant  of 
strict  integrity.  An  affectionate  father,  a  firm  friend  and 
a  sincere  Christian,  lie  left  to  his  children  at  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  this  City  January  18th,  1827,  an  untar- 
nished name,  which  they  will  ever  regard  as  their  best 
inheritance. 


ROBERT    RAY. 

RoBKirr  Ray  was  born  in  the  City  of  New- York  July 
14th,  1794.  His  father,  Coiixklius  Ray,  was  President  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  1806-1819.  Robert  Ray  was 
graduated  from  Columbia  College  in  1813,  receiving,  four 
years  later,  the  degree  of  M.  A.  Although  educated  for  the 
bar,  lie  never  practiced  law.  After  a  trip  to  Europe  he  was 
admitted  a  partner  in  the  banking  house  of  Prime,  Ward, 
Sands,  Kixa  &  Co.,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of  its 
members.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bank  of 
Commerce,  and  one  of  its  directors  from  its  organization  in 
1839  n  11 1 11  1 84 1 ,  having  also  served  as  Vice-President  within 
that  i»eii()(l.  In  1841  he  resigned  his  offic3  and  went  to 
Europe,  ))ut  on  his  return  he  was  re-elected  a  director  in 
Octobei-,  1844,  and  served  us  Vice-President  from  May, 
184S,  until  June,  1860,  retaining  the  office  of  director  until 
liis  death,  which  took  place  at  his  residence  in  this  City, 
March  4th,  1879. 

Mr.  Ray's  oflices  in  various  hnancial,  commercial, 
charitable   and  other  institutions  were  quite  numerous. 
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If.-  wjiM  a  trii^t<-M  of  Columbia  College;  a  director  of  the 
N.-w  York  Lif«'  [ristirance  and  Trust  Company  ;  a  Governor 
«.r  the  New- York  Lying-in  Hospital  from  1834,  afterwards 
Vi('e-I*resident  and  President;  a  trustee  of  the  Lenox 
Lil.rary  ;  ;i  director  of  the  Eagle  and  the  Sterling  Fire 
Irisnraiici'  Coini.ajiie.s,  and  a  director  and  afterwards  Presi- 
(N-rit  «.f  ( ireenwood  Cemetery.  He  was  also  a  Vestryman  of 
(ira<-»'  Cliuirh,  and  its  treasurer  for  many  years.  In  1835 
\ir  was  a  steward  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Society,  and  for  years 
a  irM-nil)cr  (,f  the  Lnicm  Club. 

Ml'.  ll.\  v's  active  business  career  ceased  on  his  retirement 
from  the  bankiim-  lirni  named.  By  his  marriage,  in  1810, 
with  ('oKNKiJA,  ehh'st  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Puime,  he 
had  srvrral  chihlr»Mi.  Mr.  Pay  was  a  man  of  the  highest 
inlcgrily,  methodical  in  his  business  habits,  somewhat 
r«'s«M-vcd  ill  iiKiiiiier,  but  genial  withal.  He  never  desired 
oi  hi-ld  any  political  office,  but  nevertheless  did  all  in  his 
power  to  jtroiiiole  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  native 
Cilv. 


JOHN    C.   GREEN. 

.lojiN  Cl.KVK  (iiJEEN  was  born  near  Lawrenceville,  New- 
•lersey,  on  the  fourth  day  of  April,  1800.  His  fathers 
ancestors  came  from  England,  his  mother's  from  Holland, 
near  tlie  close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Both  families 
tirst  setth'd  on  Long  Island,  but  soon  removed  to  New- 
.lersey. 

His  giandfather,  (tEoege  Gkeen,  married  A^na  Smitji, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Caleb  Smith,  Pastor  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Orange,  and  grand-daughter  of  the  Rev. 
.I(»N  AIM  A  N  DicKiNSOX,  llrst  President  of  Princeton  College. 
1  le  settled  in  the  township  of  Lawrence,  entered  the  military 
service,  as  Captain,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  but  soon  died,  leaving  four  sons  under  seven  years  of 
a<ve  The  eldest,  Caleb  Smith  Greex,  when  sixteen  years 
oFd,  took  entire  charge  both  of  his  father's  estate  and  of  his 
vouno-er  brothers.     He  married  Elizabeth  Va^^cleye,  a 
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lady  of  aniin])le  disi:)osition,  fervent  piety,  and  <ireat  force 
of  character.  Their  second  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
in-er  revered  his  mother's  memory,  and  attributed  to  her 
early  influence  and  wise  counsel  much  oi  his  subsequent 
success  in  life. 

]\lr.  Gkeen's  early  years  were  passed  on  his  father's 
farm  and  in  attending  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
Tn  his  fifteenth  year  he  w-ent  to  reside  with  the  Rev.  Selaii 
S,  WooDiiuLL,  his  uncle  by  marriage,  then  settled  in 
Brooklyn.  After  spending  some  time  at  school  in  that 
city,  he  entered  the  counting-room  of  N.  L.  &  G.  Gkis- 
woLD.  at  that  time  among  the  most  eminent  shipping 
merchants  in  New-York.  By  his  diligence,  attention  to 
business,  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  liis  employers,  he 
soon  gained  their  esteem,  and  attained  a  high  position  in 
their  service. 

Tn  1823,  Messrs.  Griswold,  being  largely  engaged  in 
trade  with  South  America  and  Spain,  invited  Mr.  Green  to 
visit  those  countries  in  the  interest  of  their  firm.  To  their 
inquiry,  whether  he  w^ould  accept  the  position,  he  at  once 
replied,  "Yes,  if  your  terms  suit  me."  The  terms  Avere 
soon  settled,  and  in  a  few^  days  he  embarked  on  the  ship 
"Potosi,"  nominally  as  supercargo,  but  with  full  power 
to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  business  of  his 
employers  at  the  various  ports  where  their  vessels  touched. 

After  an  absence  of  more  than  two  years,  one  of  which 
Avas  spent  in  Spain,  Mr.  Green  returned  home  in  the  spring 
of  1820,  and  in  a  few  weeks  embarked  for  South  America 
and  China,  in  the  ship  "Pananui,"  with  the  same  general 
commission  as  before,  the  voyage  again  occupying  two- 
yeai's.  Fi-om  this  time  until  1833  he  made  an  annual 
voyagv^  to  China,  reacliing  Canton  early  in  the  fall,  attend-- 
ing  to  the  loading  and  despatch  of  Messrs.-  Griswold'^^ 
ves.sels,  and  at  tlie  close  of  the  season  returning  home  in 
the  "Panama,"  the  only  ship  in  which  he  ever  sailed  after 
liis  first  voyage. 

in  1833  Ml-.  (iuEEX.  while  in  Canton,  i)reparing  to  return 
lo  New  ^'oil<,  was  invited  to  join  the  house  of  Russell  & 
Co..    whose   senior  partner  was   compelled    to    leave   on 


HIOGRAPIIICAL   SKiyrCIIES.  181 

aroonnf,  of  his  lie:iltli.  This  invitation  he  accepted  with 
sorn.-  ivliictancf,  lirnitin.i,^  his  engagement  to  three  years 
lioin  .January  1st,  18:34.  The  business  of  the  house,  already 
larg.',  was  gi-eatly  increased  by  tlie  accession  of  Mr.  Giiekx 
to  th<!  lirrn  as  its  acknowledged  head.  His  perfect  Ivnow- 
bMlg««  (,r  the  laws  and  usages  of  commercial  life,  his  repu- 
talicii  b.r  integrity,  and  his  experience  and  skill  in  business 
iiiadf'  him  a.  recognized  leader  in  the  sharp  rivalry  of  the 
China  hadi'.  The  partnership  had  scarcely  terminated, 
and  lis  alVairs  were  still  unsettled,  when  the  mutterings  of 
thfsioi-rn,  which  in  1837  shook  the  financial  workl  in  botli 
h(Mnis|»h«'rt*s,  were  heard  in  the  East,  and  for  the  protection 
of  his  hoMsp,  their  numerous  correspondents,  and. the  safety 
•  if  his  own  private  fortune,  he  was  compelled  to  remain  in 
(Mn?ia  two  years  longer.  While  failures  were  occurring  in 
all  parts  <»f  the  world,  the  credit  of  Russell  &  Co.  re- 
iMaine<l  unshaken;  their  liabilities  in  London,  contracted 
ill  rairying  ou  their  enormous  business,  were  fully  dis- 
rharued,  and  Mr.  Green  succeeded  in  removing  his  own 
funds  to  London  and  New- York  without  loss,  thus  closing 
his  career  in  the  East  with  a  reputation  for  ability  and 
integrity  rarely  equalled  ami  never  surpassed. 

After  his  leturn  home  Mr.  Green  took  a  much  needed 
r«'st  froui  business  cares,  spending  some  time  in  the  pleas- 
ures of  social  intercourse  and  in  travel  in  his  native  land, 
making  a  <'areful  examination  of  the  resources  and  prospects 
of  the  Northern  and  parts  of  the  Western  States.  In  the 
fall  of  1S41  he  married  one  of  the  younger  daughters  of 
(fKORoK  Gkiswold.  Domestic  in  his  tastes,  his  house 
was  his  home,  where  he  enjoyed  the  society  of  friends  and 
ever  dispensed  the  most  generous  hospitality.  For  some 
years  Mr.  Green  continued  to  a  limited  extent  his  connec- 
tion with  the  China  trade,  but  at  an  early  day  his  keen 
observation  and  sound  judgment  foresaw  the  wonderful 
inlluence  which  the  railroad  system  of  the  United  States 
would  exert  in  the  development  of  the  country,  and  he 
i;raduallv  embarked  in  various  railroad  enterprises,  always 
contribu'ting  an  amount  of  capital  sufficient  to  give  him  an 
influential  voice  in  their  management  and  control.     As  a 
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director  in  tliese  various  roads,  in  the  Bank  of  Commerce, 
and  as  trnsree  and  President  of  the  Bank  for  Savings  in  this 
City,  and  as  manager  in  various  charitable  institutions,  he 
ever  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  associates. 

Tliongh  never  hoMing  office,  he  took  a  deep  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  during  the  Civil  war  his  voice  "was  ever 
raised,  and  liis  potent  influence  in  moneyed  corporations 
always  actively  exerted  in  support  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Green  possessed  a  deeply  religious  temperament. 
From  early  manhood  he  took  an  active  interest  in  religious, 
benevolent  and  charitable  enterprises.  Deprived  by  ;i 
mysterious  Providence  of  all  his  children,  his  desire  to  aid 
the  suffering  and  to  do  good  to  his  fellow-men  increased 
Avith  his  advancing  years.  Charity  with  him  was  not  a 
mere  impulse  of  the  feelings,  but  a  deep,  abiding  principle. 
He  gave  largely  and  wise!}'.  Almost  every  benevolent  in- 
stitution of  the  City  was  a  recipient  of  his  generous  aid, 
and  to  many  of  them  he  contributed  his  time  and  labor  as 
well  as  his  abundant  means.  To  Princeton  College,  in  his 
native  State,  he  was  a  generous  benefactor ;  her  finest 
buildings  and  her  rich  endowment  being  largely  due  to  his 
niuiiilicencet 

Mr.  Greex  became  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce May  nth,  1859,  and  so  remained  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  lie  did  not  enter  into  the  ordinary  proceedings 
of  the  body,  but  on  two  memorable  occasions:  "the  move- 
ment in  behalf  of  the  suffering  poor  of  Lancashire,"  and 
that  "in  aid  of  Chicago  in  flames,"  he  took  a  leading  and 
c()ns])icuous  part.  Plis  stirring  appeals  and  generous  ex- 
ample on  these  occasions  are  among  the  cherished  records 
of  this  association. 

Ml-.  GuKEX  died  at  his  home  in  this  City  on  the  2Uth 
of  Apiil,  l.sTr),  in  the  beginning  of  his  seventy-sixth  year, 
with  faculties  unimpaired  and  a,  character  unblemished, 
leaving  bdiiiid  him  the  record  of  a  well  spent  life,  and 
looking  forward  in  the  full  assurance  of  hope  to  a  happy 
immortality  beyond  the  grave. 
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CHARLES    H.    MARSHALL. 

CirAiM,Ks  HKNitY  Maksiiall,  one  of  the  leading  sliippino- 
itHMrliMnts  of  New-Yoi-k  during  the  briglitest  period  of 
AriHTicMri  commerce,  was  for  over  thirty  years  a  prominent 
and  active  m.-niher  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

II«'  was  boni  at  P:aston,  Washington  County,  in  tlie  State 
<.r  X.'w-V(,ik,  Ai)ril  8th,  1792.  Both  on  tlie*^  father's  and 
ni(.th«'r's  side  he  was  of  Xantucket  descent.  His  paternal 
grand falh.T,  JiKx.rA.Mix  Marshall,  a  Quaker  by  faith, 
folN.wrd  iht'sea,  liv<-d,  when  on  shore,  in  A^antucket,  and 
<li<'d  ill  his  home  cm  that  island.  His  son,  Ciiakles,  who 
brgim  lir.'iisa  sailor  (»n  the  deck  of  a  Nantucket  whaler, 
rmigiah'd,  in  178."),  to  Washington  County,  New- York, 
where  he  iii.iiii.'d,  ill  ]7S6,  Hepiizebaii  Coefin,  daughter 
of  Natifax  ('okkin,  of  Nantucket,  also  one  of  the  colonists 
who  iia<l  taken  up  their  abode  in  New- York.  Of  the  seven 
ehiMreii  of  I  heir  maii'iage,  live  sons  and  two  daughters, 
CiiAi;i.i>>  IIi:m:v,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  third. 
I'riie  i(»  ihe  instincts  of  their  Nantucket  lineage,  all  the 
sons  look  lo  the  sea,  and  all  became  honorably  identified 
as  ship-masters,  with  the  American  merchant  marine. 
Cmaim.ks  lIiiNKv  left  home  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age, 
April  ."),  1807,  to  seek  his  fortune  as  a  sailor.  He  made  his 
way  to  Nantucket,  and  offered  himself  to  Captain  Swain, 
of  the  sliip  ''Lima,"  as  able  seaman  for  a  whaling  voyage. 
Tile  Cai)tain  at  lirst  repulsed  him,  saying,  "I  Avant  young 
men,  l>iit  you  area  mere  boy  and  too  light  for  my  purposes." 
This  so  disheartened  young  Maksiiall  that  he  coukl  not 
eonceal  his  mortilicatiou,  on  which  the  Captain  relented,  and 
saitl.  •'  1  will  take  you,  my  lad  ;  I  dare  say  you  will  make 
ui)  in  smartness  what  you  lack  insize."  Stimulated  ))y  this 
encouragement,  young  Maksiiall  joined  the  ship's  com- 
pany with  alacrity,  and  began  his  career  as  a  sailor.  He 
niadV  several  voyages  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
with  England  drove  the  American  merchant  vessels  from 
the  seas,  and  during  the  stormy  period  of  the  conflict  de- 
voted himself  to  study,  laying  the  foundation  of  a  good 
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Enn^lisli  education,  and  formino-  tlie  habit  of  reading,  which 
li"  ivtained  tliroiigh  life  and  which  gave  him  always  much 
l)leasural)le  occupation.  During  a  part  of  the  year  1813  he 
taught  scliool  in  a  new  settlement  in  the  wilderness,  lifty  or 
sixty  miles  northwest  of  Easton,AVashington  County,  N.  Y., 
called  Sollendagah,  now  the  town  of  Northampton. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1815,  he  resumed  his  calling  as 
aseaman.  and  shipped  as  second  mate  on  theship  "Mary,'' 
I'ldiu  New-York  to  Oporto.  He  became  mate  of  the  vessel 
I X "lore  the  end  of  the  voyage.  In  1810  he  sailed  in  the  Liv- 
erpool trade,  first  as  mate  of  the  ''  Albert  Gallatin,"  a  ship 
owned  bv  Jacop,  Barker,  then  as  mate  of  the  ''Courier," 
owned  by  Isaac  Wright  and  Jeremiah  Thompson,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  year  obtained  command  of  the  new 
ship  "Julius  Cffisar,"  of  which  Piiiletus  and  Gabriel 
Havens  were  owners. 

In  the  "Julius  Cffisar"  he  made  a  famous  run  from 
Charleston  to  Liverpool,  in  boisterous  March  weather, 
sailing  a  day  Liter  than  the  "  Martha,"  a  fast  vessel  bound 
to  the  same  port,  and  commanded  by  an  experienced  master. 
The  ".lidiiis  Cffisar"  won  the  ocean  race,  arriving  in  the 
]h-itish  Channel  eighteen  days  after  leaving  Charleston  and 
at  Liverpool  eighteen  hours  before  the  "Martha,"  exclu- 
sive of  her  day's  start. 

In  KS17  the  enterprise  of  a  few  shipping  merchants  in 
New-Yoi-k  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  line  of  packets 
Ix^ween  New- York  and  Liverpool  known  as  the  "Black 
I?all  Line,"  and  afterwards  as  the  "Old  Line"  of  Liver^wol 
packets. 

This  was  an  advance  step  in  the  commerce  of  the  country 
and  iimikcd  the  origin  of  regular  lines  of  ocean  jiassenger 
vessi'ls  lo  sail,  interchangeabh^  from  New-York  to  Liver- 
pool oil  a  ccitain  day  in  eveiy  month  throughout  the  year. 
'I'h<-  piojcci  oiJLiiiKiiiMl  with  Isaac  AVi{I(;iit  &  Son,  Francis 
Thompson,  Jekemiah  Thompson  and  Benjamin  Mar- 
siiAi.r,.  (a  iiiciiiIxT  of  :i  ddfcM-ent  family  from  that  of  Ca])tain 
Maksii.m.i,.  )  'J'hc  i)rosi)ectus  was  dated  "New-York, 
Klevcnih  Month.  ( November,)  27,  1817,"  and  stated  that  a 
linp   of    four    vessels,    the   "Amity,"   the   "Courier,"   th^ 
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•'l*:icilic"'  imd  Die  "James  Monroe,"  each  of  about  400 
f  nns  1)1111  hen,  fast  sailers,  with  commodious  accommodations 
\'ny  p.-isseii^o'i-s,  would  he  despatched  monthly,  one  from 
New- York  on  the  fifth,  and  one  from  Liverpool  on  the  hrst 
of  i'\cry  iiionfh.  Contemporaneous  with  this  circular  Avere 
aiinoiinoMiifMt^.  hy  other  enterprising  IS^ew-York  carriers, 
"I"  :•  iiru  line  of  post-chaises  to  Philadelphia  luid  a  tri- 
weekly stcainhoat  line  to  Albany  ! 

TIk-  Livei-pooj  ]»acket  line  proved  a  success,  and  Captain 
M  \i:>iiAiJ.  became  one  of  its  most  trusted  and  popular 
>hip-niMslers.  In  W22  he  took  command  of  the  "James 
Croppci-,*'  buill  for  the  line,  a  ship  of  500  tons  burthen,  at 
I  hat  liuK'  ()uite  a  ]ii'odigy  of  size.  In  the  same  year  he 
inani<'d  Fii»i:i,ia  Wellmax,  daughter  of  Doctor  Lkmiel 
W  1,1, 1, MAX,  of  Piermont,  N.  H. 

Al'ti'i'  iwrlve  years  of  constant  service,  in  command  suc- 
(•es>i\rly  of  the  " .laiues  Cropper,"  the  "Britannia"  and 
I  hi'  "South  America,"  Captain  Maeshall,  in  1834,  left 
I  Ik-  sea  to  assume  the  mamigement  of  the  "Old  Line,"  and 
afi.-r  acipiiring  the  interest  of  GtOodiiue  &  Co.,  he  became 
its  princijial  proprietor, 

Duiing  tliirty  years  he  retained  the  business,  supei-in- 
tending  the  building  of  new  vessels  to  replace  the  earlier 
an  1  smaller  ships,  and  many  of  the  finest  carrying  vessels 
ill  our  port  were  constructed  and  equipped  under  his 
practiced  eye.  The  vessels  thus  added  by  him  were  the 
"Oxford,"  " Candn-idge,"  "New- York,"  "Montezuma," 
••  V..rks!iire,"  "Fidelia,"  "Isaac  Wright,"  "Isaac  Webb," 
•>C(»lunil)ia,"  "  Maidiattan,"  "Harvest  Queen,"  "Great 
Western"  and  "Alexander  Marshall,"  ranging  from  OOO 
to  I, :)()(>  tons  burthen.  He  carried  the  packet  service  to  its 
highest  ])oint  of  utility  and  profit,  and  as  it  gradually  gave 
uav  to  vessels  propelled  by  steam,  he  employed  his  ships 
ill  oth(M-  liiu's  of  traffic,  until  advancing  years  compelled 
his  withdrawal  from  active  business. 

He  built  and  equipped  one  steamer,  the  "United  States," 
a  iirst  chiss  vessel  of  2,000  tons  burthen,  and  placed  her  on 
the  route  between  New- York  and  Southampton,  but  alter 
a  few  voyages  she  was  sold  to  the  Prussian  Government 
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during  the  contest  between  Denmark  and  Schleswig-Hol- 
stein. 

Cai:»tain  Marshall  was  distinguished  in  the  commercial 
circles  of  New- York  by  his  great  independence,  decision  of 
cliaracter,  sterling  integrity,  singleness  of  pnri)Ose  and 
Large  public  s])irit.  Ilis  sympathies  were  specially  active 
as  to  every  thing  touching  the  interests  of  seamen,  and  of 
the  commerce  which  they  served.  From  18i51  to  1855  he 
was  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration.  For  several 
years  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  For  twenty  years  he  was  President 
of  the  Marine  Society,  and  as  such  ea?  oj^c/o  a  Trustee  of 
the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  an  institution  over  which  he 
watched  with  the  most  unremitting  assiduity.  Holding 
this  position  virtually  for  life,  and  actually  retaining  it 
until  his  death,  he  would  never  consent  to  an  election  as 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  the  acceptance 
of  that  office,  whose  incumbent  is  also  ex  officio  a  Trustee 
of  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  would  necessitate  his  retire- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  term  from  the  latter  institution, 
which  was  one  of  the  objects  nearest  to  his  thoughts.  The 
kindred  and  neighboring  charities  of  the  Seamen's  Fund 
and  lietreat  and  the  Home  for  Seamen's  Children  shared 
with  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor  in  his  constant  care. 

In  1st,")  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  Pilots  for  till'  Port  of  New- York,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  nut  il  his  death. 

Jn  isoi,  when  tlu^  tiling  upon  Fort  Sumter  aroused  the 
loyal  :iii(|  ]>:it riot ic  spirit  of  the  Nortli  for  the  delVnce  of 
ill!'  liiioii,  Captain  Makshall  was  foremost  in  the  elfortsof 
tip'  ni  'r<-li;nits  of  New- York  to  sup])()rt  the  (fovernment  in 
every  way  in  their  po\v(M-.  As  early  as  1854  he  had  co- 
opei-ated  in  I  In- ejl'orls  made  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the 
Missoui-i  (Compromise.  In  185Ghe  voted  for  Fremont  and 
I)  \^  i.»\\  iiikI  was,  from  the  lirst,  an  ardent  member  of  the 
ilepiiMie.in  p:iity.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active  of  the 
I'nion  I ). 'fence  ('ommittee  organized  at  the  great  meeting 
of  eiti/'iis  JieM  in  (nion  Square  April  20,1801,  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  house  on  Fourteenth-street,  over  whose  roof 
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tin-  i\u<r  vNliicli  luul  waved  over  Sumter  was  raised  and  kept 
flyiii^r  (liiiin^r  tlie  Hv^-ntfiil  days  which  followed  that  meet- 
in;,'  while  the  first  regiments  were beinc; hurried  southward. 
He  was  jietive  in  the  organization  of  the  Tnion  Leiigue 
C'liil),  Jind  in  id-omotingall  the  measures  by  which  it  sought 
to  strengthen  the  Administration  in  its  great  military  and 
linanci.'il  exigencies,  and  was  serving  as  its  third  President 
at  the  tiiiM'  of  his  death. 

Captain  Marshall  survived  the  successful  issue  of  the 
war  foj-  I  lie  L'nion,  and  attended  at  Washington  with  a 
large  (lepiitation  of  his  fellow-citizens  on  the  occasion  of 
the  passage  by  Congress  of  the  Constitutional  amendment 
jibolishjng  slavery  and  establishing  freedom  throughout 
the  I'nited  States.  Shortly  afterwards  he  visited  Europe 
for  the  hist,  time,  and  on  his  return  home,  Septeml)er  oth, 
IH  in,  was  seized  with  an  illness  which  terminated  fatally  on 
the  "J'M  of  the  same  month.  At  the  next  ensuing  meeting 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  held  October  oth,  a  warm 
and  touching  tribute  was  paid  to  his  memory  and  services, 
the  rrcdi'd  of  which  remains  as  a  tit  memorial  to  one 
who.  at  every  period  of  his  long  and  eventful  career,  had 
shown  hims«'lf  equal  to  all  the  tasks  lie  undertook,  true 
(<>  every  relation  of  life,  and  faithful,  alike  in  private 
Mini  ])nblic  service,  to  every  trust  committed  to  his  ciiaige. 

W'li.i-iA.M  Af.lex  Butlek. 


JAMES    STOKES. 

James  Stokes  was  born  near  the  corner  of  Wall  and 
William  streets,  in  this  City,  on  January  31st,  ]S()4.  His 
father,  Thomas  Stokes,  was  born  in  London,  England,  and 
was  the  intimate  friend  and  co-worker  of  Eohekt  Kaikks, 
the  founder  of  Sunday  Schools,  and  of  the  Rev.  Joiix  Vim-; 
Ham,,  and  the  Rev.  Rowland  Hill,  who  formerly  prea<'hed 
in  Surrey  Chapel,  London.  He  was  also  associated  with 
William  Cauey  and  others  in  the  founding  of  the  Loudon 
Missionary  Society. 
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TiroMAS  Stokes  came  to  this  country  in  June,  1798,  and 
settled  near  Sing  Sing,  on  the  Hudson  River,  but  afterwards 
took  11 J •  his  residence  in   New- York,  and  with  his  sons 
bonglit  real  estate  on  Broadway,  near  Rector-street,  and 
elsewhere  in  the  City,  all  of  which  proved  very  profitable. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  director  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  and  of  the  American  Tract  Society. 
In   18:57    James    Stokes    married    Caroline  Phelps, 
daughter  of  Axsox  G.  Phelps,  and  afterwards  joined  his 
father- in-hiAV  in  business,  becoming  a  member  of  the  house 
of  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co.     He  remained  a  partner  until 
December  :nst,  1878,  when  he  left  it  to  become  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  banking  house  of  Phelps,  Stokes  &  Co. 
He  was  an  eminently  successful  merchant,  and,  guided  by 
his  shrewd  judgment,  almost  invariably  made  safe,  invest- 
ments.    In  politics  Mr.   Stokes  w;is  originally  a  Henp.y 
Clay  Whig  and  Colonizationist,  and  afterwards  a  member 
of  ihe  Democratic  party.     He  never  held  any  public  office. 
Mr.  Stokes  was  an  active  member  of  the  old  Public  School 
Society,  an  organization  which  was  afterwards  merged  into 
the  i)resent  Board  of  Education  ;  in  this  Society  he  liad  as 
associates  Peter  Cooper,  George  T.  Trimble  and  other 
l)hi]anthropic  New-Yorkers.     For  many  years  Mr.  Stokes 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Madison  Square  Presbyte- 
1  iaii  Cliurch.     In  his  impulses  he  was  eminently  charitable, 
and  tools.  ;i  deej)  interest  in  the  establishment  of  the  Young 
WoiiKii's  Christian  Association,  for  the  founding  and  main- 
tenances of  which  he  contributed  largely,  as  he  did  also  to 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  of  whitdi  he  was  a 
trustee.     In  all  his  business  enterprises — which  were  very, 
extt'iisive— he  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  the  liighest  honor. 
He  was  President  of  the  Ansonia  Clock  Company,  the  An^^ 
sonia  Hi-ass  and  Copper  Company,  a  director  in  the  Shoe  and 
J^»;ii  lie)-  r);ink  and   in  vai-ious  other  financial  instiluti(ms. 
lie  was  also  lai'g(dy  inleicsted  in  Pennsylvania  and  Michi- 
gan pine  lands,  and  an  active  meml)er  of  many  organiza- 
tions  of  a   (•liarital)|e  ;ind   social   character.     Mr.  Stokks 
died  (III  Orange  Mountain,  New-Jersey,  where  he  was  tem- 
]ioi.iiily  .staying,  August  1st,  1881,  in  the  seventy-eighth 


BIOGIJAPIIKAL   SKETCHES.  IPi> 

yenr  of  liis  Ji^^e.  His  wife,  a  lady  much  noted  for  her  piety 
and  ;;ood  works,  died  five  months  previous.  He  left  seveii 
siirvivin;,^  (-liildrcn,  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 


PAUI^    SPOFFORD. 

IV\rLSi'OKi''onD  was  born  in  New  Rowley,  (now  Georae- 
town, )  Massachusetts,  February  18th,  1792.  He  Avas  sixth 
in  desf'cnt  from  .I(»n\  Spofford,  who,  Avith  others,  came 
with  the  IJf'v.  EzEKiKL  RoGEKS  from  England  to  this 
count  I  y  in  U);JS. 

After  sjM'iiding  a  few  years  in  a  country  store,  he  em- 
b:irke(l  in  business  in  Haverhill,  Mass,  There  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Tjiomas  Tilestox,  then  editor  of  the  Merri- 
mack liitillif/enccr.  Much  of  the  business  there  was  what 
may  l)e  termed  a  barter  trade.  At  times  the  articles  taken, 
such  as  siioes,  hats,  &c.,  suitable  for  the  South,  Avould 
accumulate,  and  it  Avas  very  desirable  to  find  a  ready 
outh't.  i\Ii-.  Si'oFFOEi)  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Tjleston, 
decided  to  establish  a  commission  house  for  that:  purpose, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1818  came  to  NeAv-York  and  formed  a 
partnersliij)  under  theiirm  name  of  Spoffoku  &  Tilestox. 
They  soon  became  large  shippers  of  domestic  manufactures 
to  various  ports  in  the  Uulf  States,  the  West  Indies  and  to 
Soutli  America.  Tliis  profitable  trade  induced  the  linn 
t(»  establish  and  maintain  for  many  years  regular  lines  of 
sailing  vessels  to  the  ports  Avith  Avhich  they  had  business 
relations.  MeauAvhile  Spain  had  laid  a  heavy  duty  on  our 
manufactures,  so  that  the  goods  formerly  shipped  to  Cuba 
could  no  longer  be  sent  thither,  but  the  firm  had  become 
well  established  as  importers  of  coffee  and  sugar. 

In  1888  England  began  to  construct  and  run  ocean  steam- 
ships. American  packet  ships  at  that  period  had  attained 
a.  world-wide  celebrity  for  beauty  of  construction,  speed 
and  safetA'.  Her  success  led  our  citizens  to  emulate  in  part 
her  example:  but  as  United  States  steamers  Avere  of  light 
build,  while  the  English  vessels  Avere  constructed  ex])ressly 
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for  the  service  and  were  heavily  subsidized,  navigation  of 
tlie  ocean  by  steam,  from  these  and  other  causes,  made  no 
i:)rogress  in  this  country. 

Spoffokd  &  TiLESTON,  Avho  had  contributed  to  the 
building  up  of  our  mercantile  marine,  saw  that  the  era  of 
the  sailing  vessel  was  passing  away,  and  that  steam  power 
Avould  in  the  near  future  control  the  navigation  of  the 
ocean.  After  thoroughly  convincing  themselves  that 
staunch,  well-equipped  and  adequate  steamships  could  be 
built  in  this  country,  they  contracted  wath  William  H. 
Br.owx  and  Stillmax,  Allex  &  Co,  for  the  construction 
of  the  steamship  "Southerner,"  which  made  her  lirst  trip 
in  1846,  and  ])r()ved  a  success,  weathering  with  perfect  ease 
and  safety  some  of  the  most  terrific  gales.  A  few  months 
later  the  firm  built  the  "Northerner,"  an  equally  tine 
vessel.  This  enterprise  stimulated  others  to  establish 
ocean  steamshii)  lines,  and  Collins,  Livingstois",  Van- 
dekuilt,  Law  and  others  soon  placed  fine  steamships  on 
the  ocean. 

Spoffoed  &  TiLESTON  also  became  the  owners  of  a  line 
of  Liverj30ol  packets,  and  their  ships,  the  "Sheridan," 
"Koscius,"  "Garrick"  and  the  "Siddons,"  are  still  re- 
membered by  some  of  our  older  merchants  for  their  grace 
and  ])eauty  of  proportion.  But  larger  vessels  were  required, 
and  the  iirm,  therefore,  substituted  for  those  named,  the 
"Webster,"  "Orient,"  "Calhoun,"  "Henry  Clay"  and 
others,  which  were  then  the  largest  of  any  engaged  in  the 
Liverpool  trade.  The  firm  also  w^ere  among  the  first  to  tit 
up  and  despatch  ships  to  California  during  the  excitement 
1  licic  cons(^quent  upon  the  discovery  of  gold. 

At  flic  outbicak  of  the  Civil  war  the  firm  of  Spoffopd  & 
TiLKsTox  were  among  the  largest  sufferers  by  the  blockade 
of  the  Southern  poi'ts,  and  by  the  interruption  of  our  com- 
merce with  the  West  Indies.  Their  heavy  losses,  however, 
did  not  cause  them  to  waver  in  their  duty  to  their  country. 
At  once  tiiey  arrayed  themselves  on  the  side  of  the  Union, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  contiict  their  faith  renuiined  unshaken 
as  to  ti)e  result.  They  spurned  all  temptation  to  put  any 
of  theij-  vessels  under  a  foreiga  flag,  but,  on  the  contrary, 


BIOGIiAPIIICAL   SKETCHES.  ,  191 

armed  tlu^ir  ILivana  steamships,  and  obtained  commissions 
in  flic  Initcd  States  Navy  for  their  captains,  and  trusted 
u>  the  skill  and  prudence  of  the  commanders  of  their  other 
vessels.  Fortunately,  witli  the  exception  of  the  steamship 
"Nashvillf,''  all  escaped  capture. 

Altlu)U^di  neither  Mr.  Spofford  nor  his  partner  ever 
Ik'M  polilical  office,  yet  both  often  came  into  contact  with 
and  u  •'!•»;  ^n-eatly  esteemed  by  the  most  prominent  states- 
men (.r  the  day.  In  1864  Mr.  Tilestox  died,  and  thouiih 
this  |(»ss  (.f  a  pai'tner  and  lifedong  friend  was  a  severe 
blow  fo  Mr.  Si'oFFOit!),  lie  nevertheless  bore  the  strain  well, 
and  ri.iitiuucd  actively  in  the  business  until  his  own  death 
took  place,  through  paralysis,  on  October  28lh,  18G9. 

Mr.  Si'oFFoitD  was  connected  with  various  enterprises. 
F<)r  yc:iis  he  was  Treasurer  and  one  of  the  Council  of  the 
New  York  I'niversity,  and  a  director  in  the  Erie,  Harlem 
and  other  railroads,  and  in  several  banks,  tire  and  marine 
insurance  (■om])anies.  He  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Tilestox, 
a  sketch  oC  whom  immediately  follows,  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  October  1st,  1833,  and 
their  membership  continued  until  death.  Through  a  long 
business  (tareer  the  relations  betw^een  these  partners  were 
the  most  cordial  and  happy,  and  the  firm  of  Spofford  & 
TiLKsroN  will  always  be  associated  with  the  development 
of  the  commerce  of  the  nation. 


THOMAS   TILESTON. 

TiioM.\s  Tilestox,  the  business  partner  of  the  above 
named  Pail  Spofford,  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass., 
August  13th,  1793.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  obtained 
a  situation  in  the  printing  establishment  of  GREENor<;ii 
&  Steiuuns,  of  that  City,  the  salary  being  thirty  dollars 
a  year  and  board.  As  an  apprentice  he  was  dihgent, 
studious  and  observing,  and  he  soon  became  not  only  a 
competent  tvpe-setter,  but  a  proof  reader,  employing  his 
spare  time  in  literary  work,  which  brought  him,  pecun- 
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iarily  at  least,  some  success.  Too  close  application,  liovv- 
ever,  weakened  his  eyesight,  and  for  some  months  he  was 
unable  to  pursue  his  labors.  About  this  period  the  junior 
partner  in  the  publishing  house  of  Greeistoucih  &  Stebbins 
was  changed,  and  Greenougii  &  Burrill,  the  new  firm, 
removed  their  business  to  Haverhill.  Soon  afterwards  Mr. 
Tilksto^s^  bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr.  Greenougii,  and 
the  business  was  continued  by  Burrill  &  Tileston,  the 
latter  assuming  the  editorship  of  the  Merrimack  Inielli- 
r/encer,  of  which  the  firm  were  the  proprietors. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  lie  was  selected  by  his  old  em- 
])loyers  to  sui")8rintend  the  printing  of  an  American  edition 
of  Iving  Ja^[es'  Translation  of  the  Bible,  and  this  edition 
displays  evidence  of  painstaking  care  and  great  ability.    In 
ISlo  he  took  entire  charge  of  the  publishing  and  printing 
business  of  the  firm  named.    But  the  most  important  part  of 
Mr.  Tileston's  career  was  yet  to  come.    Prior  to  the  war  of 
3812  Massachusetts  was  a  commercial  but  not  a  manufac- 
turing State.     She  bought  liberally  of  English  goods,  and 
readily  found  a  market  for  her  surj^lus  breadstuifs  and 
fish.     The  State  was  opposed  to  a  protective  tariff,  while 
South  Carolina  earnestly  contended  for  it.     The  war  of  1812 
caused   great  changes,   by  which  Massachusetts  lost  her 
market,  her  surplus  capital  Avas  driven  out  of  employment, 
and  she  became  a  manufacturing  State.     Haverhill  became 
a  manufacturing  centre,  and  the  merchants  there  having 
decided  to  establish  a  permanent  agency  in   New- York, 
projiosed  to  Mr.  Tilkston,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Spof- 
ioiM>,  wlio  resided  in  the  same  town,  to  proceed  to  New- 
York  to  re(^9ive  consignments.     This  jiroposal  was  accepted, 
and  tlius  the  linn  of  Spofford  &  TiLESTON  was  formed  in 
this  City,    in   ili(3  year  1818,  and  its  career  is  detailed  at 
some  length  in  (lie  previous  sketch  of  Mr,  Spofford, 

In  1840  Mr.  Tilestox  w\aselected  President  of  the  Phenix 
Jjank,  and  continued  in  that  ofhce  until  his  death.  Hismind 
was  evenly  balanc(^d,  his  industry  knew  no  tiring,  and  his 
sagacity,  skill  and  promptness  gave  him  many  advantages 
ill  iiH'icaiililc  Iransactions.  Mr.  Tileston  died  suddenly, 
in  this  City,  on  February  2yth,  1804,  in  the  seventy-first 
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yf-nr  r.f  Ills  ago.  His  forty-six  years  of  active  business  life 
(•all«-d  U)i  and  deserved  the  following  tribute  which  the 
Cliarrilx-r  of  Commerce  paid  to  his  memory  at  a  meeting 
lu'ld  March  'Ad,  a  few  days  after  his  death: 

During  tlie  last  twenty  years  his  influence  in  this 
(Jliaiiibfr  and  els»*where  has  been  constantly  extended  to 
tliosc  ••iiaritable  and  jjiiblic  movements  and  measures  which 
have  ni.i'lt*  our  City  justly  celebrated. 

liesolved,  That  in  his  decease  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity lias  lost  an  estimable  member,  the  young  merchant  a 
vahh'd  friend,  and  the  City  of  New- York  one  of  the  active 
supporters  of  its  commercial  greatness. 


JttsoU'ed,  That  in  our  varied  forms  of  intercourse  with 
tlie  lamented  deceased,  we  can  all  bear  testimony  to  his  in- 
dustry, energy,  sagacity  and  ability  ;  to  the  skill  and  courage 
with  which  he  foresaw  or  adopted  and  entered  into  well- 
runsidered  and  productive  plans  of  enterprise  and  improve- 
ment ;  to  the  promptitude,  punctuality  and  fidelity  with 
which  he  pursued  such  plans  and  performed  his  engage- 
ments, and  to  his  liberal  public  spirit. 

EesolDcd,  That  after  a  long  intimacy  with  him,  we 
express  with  gratitude  our  appreciation  of  his  virtues  as  a 
citizen  and  friend,  his  probity  of  character  and  his  genial, 
social  (|un1ities. 


COMFORT    SANDS. 

Co>[FOiiT  Sands  was  born  at  Sands'  Point,  on  hong 
Island,  February  26tli,  1748.  He  came  of  an  English 
family,  that  in  former  times  had  been  most  active  in  the 
settlenient  of  Virginia  and  the  Bermuda  Islands,  and  a 
member  of  which,  Henry  Sands,  had,  in  1632,  emigrated 
from  Yorkshire  and  settled  in  Boston  as  a  merchant, 
dying  there  in  the  year  1651. 
13 
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IIexry  Saxds  brought  with  him  a  son  or  nephew, 
James  Sands,  who,  in  his  eighteenth  year,  followed  the 
celebrated  Anne  Hutchinson  to  the  Dutch  settlements, 
near  New- York,  and  when  that  lady,  together  with  four- 
teen of  her  family,  were  murdered  by  the  Indians,  he  took 
refuge  in  the  Providence  Plantations,  seated  himself  in  the 
Colony,  and  married  the  daughter  of  John  Walker,  a 
man  historically  distinguished  as  one  of  the  eighteen  per- 
sons associated  with  Rooer  Williams  in  founding  Ehode 
Island. 

In  ICGO  James  Sands,  having  sold  his  lands  in  Provi- 
dence, joined  Doctor  John  Alcock  and  others  in  the  pur- 
chase and  settlement  of  Block  Island.  The  history  of  his 
life  there,  so  quaintly  told  by  the  old  historian  of  the  In- 
dian Wars  of  New-England,  shows  clearly  the  sturdy 
character  of  one  whose  religious  enthusiasm  in  early  life 
liad  sejiarated  him  from  family  and  friends,  and  whose 
later  life  was  passed  as  the  leader  and  protector  of  an  iso- 
lated community,  always  at  war  with  French  x^i'ivateers, 
buccaneers  and  Indians. 

In  1695  three  of  the  sons  of  James  Sands  took  up  lands 
on  L(mg  Island,  at  vv'hat  is  now  Sands'  Point,  and  from 
John,  the  eldest,  descended,  in  the  third  generation,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Comfort  Sands  was  one  of  seven  sons.  He  obtained 
such  an  education  as  was  afforded  by  a  good  school  at 
llnnii^stead,  and,  on  his  father's  death,  in  1760,  he  came  to 
^.'e^\•-York,  where,  after  some  training  as  a  clerk  by  his 
elder  brother,  he  entered  the  counting  room  of  Joseph 
Drake,  a  merchant  then  doing  business  in  Peck  Slip,  i 

In  1709  he  entered  into  business  as  a  merchant,  on  his 
own  account,  a  little  later  associating  with  himself  Chris- 
TOPHEii  llosKVELT  as  a  partner,  and  in  the  same  year  he 
maiTied  Miss  Sarah  Dodge,  the  daughter  of  Wilkes 
DoixJK,  and  grand-daughter  of  Thomas  Hunt,  of  Hunt's 
Point. 

During  the  very  earliest  stages  of  active  opposition  to 
the  measures  of  Parliament,  the  name  of  Comfort  Sands 
is  U)  be  found  among  those  who  guided  and  led  the  people 
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into  open  revolution  against  Great  Britain,  for  as  early  as 
17«5  lie  was  of  the  small  ])arty  whicli  in  the  night  removed 
ten  bnlHs  of  the  obnoxious  stamped  paper  from  a  brig  just 
arrived  from  London,  (then  lying  at  the  foot  of  Burling 
Slip,)  and  assisted  in  burning  the  paper  on  the  beach,  near 
Col.  RuTciKRs'  place. 

In  1709  he  signed  the  pledge  of  the  "  Associated  Mer- 
cliants"  not  to  import  from  Great  Britain  until  the  Acts 
imposing  duties  on  tea,  paints  and  glass  should  be  re- 
l»f'alf(l. 

Ill  1774  Congress  met  in  Philadelphia  and  resolved  on  a 
gonoral  "  non-importation  ;"  and,  to  carry  this  into  effect, 
created  a  ('ommittee  of  Sixty,  of  which  Comfort  Sands 
was  an  active  member. 

Ill  May,  n7n,  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  he  was 
chosen  one  of  a  Committee  of  One  Hundred,  nominated  by 
Congress  to  carry  the  public  measures  into  execution  ; 
and  on  the  7th  of  November,  in  the  same  year,  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  twenty-one  members  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  and  served  till  July  1,  1776. 

On  the  loth  of  Januar3%  1776,  he  was  chosen  a  member 
of  liie  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  and,  at  the  request  of 
the  Committee,  sent  three  vessels  to  the  West  Indies  to 
procure  powder,  arms  and  medicines.  The  largest  of  the 
vessels  he  owned  was  taken  on  the  voyage,  the  first  vessel 
caj^tured  by  the  enemy  in  the  war. 

Ill  1770  Com rouT  Sands  was  again  elected  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  by  which  body  he  was  unanimously 
appointed  Auditor-General  of  the  Province  of  New- York. 
In  consequence  of  the  resolution  in  Congress  of  May  15, 
177C),  a  body  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  New- 
York  was  elected.  Comfort  Sands  being  one  of  the  num- 
ber, to  form  a  Constitution  for  the  State  of  New- York  in 
particular,  and  the  United  Colonies  in  general.  They  as- 
sembled in  New- York  ;  but  the  English  having  taken  the 
City,  they  met  as  they  could  at  White  Plains  and  at 
Kingston, 

In  all  these  public  trusts  Comfort  Sands  had  no  hope 
of  that  reward  which  ever  attends  a  successful  military 
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career.  His  labors  during  the  war  were  constant  and 
arduous,  full  of  responsibility  and  weighted  with  care. 

When  the  war  broke  out  he  was  most  happily  situated 
as  to  his  private  affairs,  having  already  made  a  fortune 
by  mercantile  ventures.  He  saw  clearly  that  the  path 
of  peace  would  lead  him  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of  success. 
The  larger  part  of  what  he  had  already  gained  was  invested 
in  ships,  therefore,  a  war  with  the  greatest  naval  jDower  on 
earth  promised  him  only  ruin  ;  but  laying  aside  every  con- 
sideration of  self,  he  ventured  all  in  the  cause  of  the  Col- 
onies— his  time,  his  efforts  and  his  fortune  ;  and  these  gifts 
which  he  so  freely  offered,  his  country  as  freely  accepted. 

Comfort  Sands  was  one  of  these  to  whom  the  Grovern- 
ment,  during  those  trying  times,  looked  most  anxiously 
for  encouragement  and  support ;  on  whose  efforts  the  Con- 
gress depended,  for  finding  ways  and  means  to  carry  on  the 
war ;  to  secure  the  public  peace  ;  to  sustain  the  armies  in 
the  field;  to  carry  out  such  measures  as  would  tend  to 
insure  success,  and  finally  lay  broad  and  deep  the  basis  of 
aji  independent  State. 

In  all  political  disruptions  the  temper  and  inclination  of 
the  peojDle  must  ever  be  a  great  factor  in  the  desired  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  of  the  settlement  of  the  State.  Apart 
from  military  operations,  success  in  revolution  generally 
<lepends  upon  a  comparative  few,  whose  wealth,  faith  and 
courage  are  the  powers  which  sustain  a  provisional  govern- 
uient.  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  Colonies,  during  the 
war  of  the  lievolution,  to  i:)ossess  a  number  of  citizens 
endowed  with  the  highest  character  and  abilities ;  and 
CoMFoirr  Sands  was  happy  in  being  intimately  associated 
in  liis  i>u])lic  duties  with  Hamilton,  Jay,  Livingston  and 
others,  whose  names  have  become  the  synonym  of  all  that 
i^  noble,  exalted  and  patriotic.  With  Washington  he 
was  on  friendly  tei-nis,  and  by  him  greatly  resjoected.  By 
RoHKirr  MoiiKis  he  was  higlily  valued,  as  one  on  whom 
the  (ToveriinK'Hl  could  depend  in  times  of  its  sore  financial 
distress.  To  Kdwakd  Livingston  he  was  as  a  brother, 
acting  witli  him  at  all  times  for  the  common  cause. 

The  end  of  the  war  found  Comfort  Sands  much  crippled 
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in  his  resources,  and,  like  many  others,  lie  continued  to  be 
lonir  harassed  in  adjusting  liis  claims  with  our  Govern- 
ment, then  in  a  chaotic  state  and  almost  bankrupt.  In 
178:},  however,  he  was  still  a  young  man,  but  his  abilities 
and  public  services  had  secured  for  him  the  friendship  of 
\\\i'  foremost  men  of  the  country,  and  he  took  rank  as  an 
important  and  influential  citizen.  He  re-established  his 
mercantih;  business  on  a  larger  scale,  his  ships  being 
anir)ng  the  first  to  show  our  flag  in  foreign  j)orts,  and  he 
Irnt  his  aid  in  pi'omoting  public  institutions  of  utility  to 
(•omrneree  and  to  the  State. 

On  Ai)ril  20th,  1784,  Mr.  Sais-^ds  was  elected  a  member 
of  th«'  (Mmmber  of  Commerce,  its  Second  Vice-President 
May  7th,  170:^,  and  its  President  May  6th,  1794,  and  served 
in  th:it  office  until  May  1st,  1798. 

With  A LK.XANUKR  HAMILTON  he  was  associated  in  found- 
ing the  Haidv  of  New- York,  and  acted  with  him  on  the  first 
Hoard  of  Directors.  His  own  funds  deposited  in  that 
institution  fnmi  July,  1795,  to  November,  1797,  amounted 
to  $:i,44:^87:i,  a  phenomenal  sum  in  those  days,  but  illus- 
trative of  the  vast  mercantile  business  he  had  developed. 

The  date  cd'  the  ''Berlin  Decree"  of  Napuleox  found 
ihr  ships  of  Comfort  Sands  at  sea  or  in  foreign  ports. 
Many  of  them  were  seized  and  condemned,  and  this  spoli- 
ation by  th«'  French  proved  his  ruin.  In  June,  1801,  he 
was  drclared  a  bankrupt  under  the  harsh  and  unsettled 
hnvs  of  tiiat  day— a  settlement  with  his  numerous  and 
pnv.vrful  creditors  took  place,  and  the  final  accounting 
yielded  a  surplus  of  $^118,000,  a  result,  the  Court  sai.l,  of 
which  there  was  no  other  instance  on  record. 

\bout  178()  Comfort  Sands  joined  his  brother  in  the 
purchase  and  development  of  an  estate,  consisting  mamly 
of  a  lai-e  part  of  the  site  of  the  present  City  of  Brooklyn, 
and  that  City  still  boasts,  among  those  of  her  most  distin- 
"•uished  citizens,  the  name  of  Joshua  Sands. 
^'  Vfter  the  settlement  of  his  estate  in  bankruptcy  he  re- 
tired from  mercantile  life,  and  passed  much  of  his  time  at 
his  country  seat  at  the  then  small  village  of  Newark,  in 
New-Jersey. 
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His  first  wife  having  died  in  1795,  he  married,  in  1797, 
CoRXELiA,  the  daughter  of  Abram  Lott,  who  had  been 
Treasurer- General  of  the  Province  of  New- York.  By  that 
huly  he  had  tliree  children,  one  of  whom,  Robert  Charles 
Saxds,  who  died  early  in  life,  was  distinguished  for  his 
learning  and  literary  abilities.  Of  the  children  by  his  first 
wife,  two  sons  died  in  France,  and  only  by  one  son,  Joseph 
Sands,  was  the  family  continued  in  the  male  line. 

In  appearance  Comfort  Sands  was  tall,  of  a  clear  florid 
complexion  and  prominent  features  ;  in  character  he  was 
Jirni,  open  and  unsuspecting,  generous  to  friends,  relatives 
and  dependents,  and  liberal  of  his  time  and  property  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  good. 

In  constitution  he  was  perfect,  knowing  nothing  of  ail- 
ment or  illness,  and  capable  of  performing  any  amount  of 
work.  His  life  was  one  long  scene  of  industry  and  activity 
as  a  public  man,  as  a  merchant,  and  as  the  father  of  a  very 
large  family.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  times  in  which  he 
livt^d. 

Mr.  Sands  died  at  Hoboken,  New- Jersey,  September  22d, 
1834,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 


JAMES  BOOKMAN. 

James  B<»oi{man  was  born  in  Headcorn,  County  of  Kent, 
England,  April  2;^d,  1783,  and  arrived  in  this  country,  with 
liis  parents,  September  Jst,  1795.  Within  a  year  after- 
wards his  father  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children,  of 
whom  James  was  the  eldest.  It  was  the  custom  at  that 
time  for  some  merchants  to  take  young  men  as  apprentices, 
and  to  receive  them  as  inmates  of  their  families.  James 
Bookman,  shortly  after  the  death  of  his  father,  became  con- 
ii''(f('d  with  the  firm  of  Bktjiune  &  Smith,  and  resided  with 
1  )i  V I K  Bethi'ne,  so  lionorablj''  known  in  the  early  annals  of 
1  his  century.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Mv.  Bethune,  and  continued  in  that  relation 
for  about  eight  years.     At  thirty  he  established  the  firm  of 
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Boo  I J  >f  AX  &  JoHN'sTo:??,  and  entered  upon  that  career  of 
inerc;mtile  success  which  lasted  for  more  than  half  of  a 
rcritiiry. 

Tliis  fimri  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the  mercantile 
community,  and  it  passed  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
fommerciul  life  without  a  stain  upon  its  character,  or  any 
iiiipeacliment  of  its  integrity.  For  many  years  Booiiman 
tV:  Joii.\s'iT>\  liad  almost  the  entire  control  of  the  Dundee 
trade,  and  their  transactions  in  Swedish  iron  and  Virginia 
tobacco  were  at  that  time  on  a  gigantic  scale. 

Mv.  liooitMAN"  was  a  man  of  high  character,  possessed 
of  an  indomitable  will,  guarded  by  sound  sense  and 
c()Mii»n'lit>nsive  judgment — qualities  which,  in  their  com- 
bination, made  him  a  representative  merchant  of  this 
country.  Mr.  Bookmax  was  interested  in  many  of  the 
great  enterj)rises  of  his  day.  He  was  the  prime  mover  in  the 
construction  of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  its  affairs  until  the  road  was  opened 
for  traflie  on  October  3d,  1851.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
lioanl  of  Directors,  held  March  4tli,  1847,  he  was  elected 
\' ice-President  of  the  Company.  On  June  11th,  1841),  he 
was  elected  President,  which  office  he  resigned  October  Tth, 
18.") I,  but  continued  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Mr.  BoouMAN  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Bank 
of  Oommerce,  and  his  name  heads  the  list  of  the  first 
Board  of  Directors  of  that  Institution.  In  1855  he  retired 
from  active  business,  and  devoted  his  leisure  to  the  various 
charitable  institutions  of  the  City,  in  several  of  which  he 
served  either  as  President  or  Vice-President. 

Mr.  BooiiMAX  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce for  nearly  fifty  years.  On  May  7th,  1839,  he  was 
elected  Second  Vice-President  of  the  Chamber,  and  on 
January  10th,  1840,  First  Vice-President,  and  served  untd 
M:iy  4th,  1841,  when  he  declined  a  re-election.  He  died  in 
this  City  January  24th,  1866,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of 
his  age. 


200  PORTEAIT   GALLERY. 


JOHN   J.    PHELPS. 


JouN  Jay  Phelps,  one  of  the  old  mercliants  of  New- 
York,  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  October  lOtb,  1810, 
in  a  house  still  standing  and  in  the  possession  of  his 
family.  He  was  descended  from  William  Phelps,  an 
English  emigrant  of  1630,  and  conld  boast  that  all  his  an- 
cestors in  lineal  descent  were  born,  lived,  died  and  w^ere 
buried  in  the  same  old  Connecticut  to^vn.  In  this  line  all 
were  honest  and  reputable.  One,  Joseph,  was  sent  thirty 
times  to  the  Assembly  of  that  State  ;  another,  David,  was 
a  Revolutionary  Captain,  whose  adventures  are  a  tradi- 
tion of  the  family.  Mr.  Phelps,  in  boyhood  musings, 
made  up  his  mind  to  a  career  of  wider  experience  than  that 
generally  led  by  his  Simsbury  forefathers.  So  he  set  oS 
at  fourteen,  with  sturdy  courage,  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world.  After  the  Connecticut  fashion  of  the  day,  his 
lirst  wish  was  to  secure  an  education.  To  the  regret  of 
both,  his  father  found  it  impossible  to  send  him  to  Yale 
('ollege,  so  the  disappointed  boy  determined  to  seek  his 
education  in  the  next  best  school,  that  of  the  printing- 
press,  lie  went  to  New-Haven,  found  employment  on  the 
Eagle;  was  very  homesick,  but  x>ersisted  ;  wrote  edito- 
lials,  luit  them  under  the  editor's  door,  and  had  much 
secret  pride  in  seeing  them  used.  He  was  industrious, 
moral  and  aspiring.  He  had  nothing  of  youth,  except  its 
innocence  and  hope.  It  was  not  strange  that  he  won. 
Before  his  majority  he  was  enabled  to  buy  the  New-Eng- 
land lievlew^  a  journal  of  dignity  and  influence,  published 
in  Ilnrtford,  Conn.  He  conducted  it,  in  partnership  with 
(lEoHOE  D.  Prentiss,  who  was  afterwards  the  famous 
cditorof  (\m  Louisville  Journal.  Prp:xtiss  &  Phelps,  boys 
tliemselves,  gave  employment  in  this  office  to  various  other 
boys,  who  rose  to  prominence.  AVhi'J'tier,  the  poet,  was 
one  of  their  ])est  journ(^ym<?n  printers.  Besides  the  Review, 
they  jtublished  stn^oral  books,  notably  the  life  of  Henry 
Clay.     Most  of  this  l)iograi)liy  was  written  by  Colton, 
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but  many  of  tlie  chapters  were  written  by  Mr.  Phelps 
hirri.s«-lf.  About  this  time  he  married  Miss  Rachel  Phix- 
NKV,  !i  (laii^diter  of  Colonel  Gould  Phixney,  a  wealthy 
«lass  maniifacturer  of  Dnndaff,  Penn.  This  was  the  end  of 
his  litfM-ary  career.  He  moved  to  Dundaff  and  joined  with 
Colon«-l  Piiixney  in  his  various  enterprises.  But  litera- 
ture, n'i\fiU\<r  to  be  his  occupation,  became  his  pastime.  He 
wrote  nearly  all  the  matter  of  a  weekly  paper  printed  in 
tlie  villa<^«',  delivered  addresses  on  the  fourth  of  July  and 
other  occasions,  arid  was  the  one  always  sought  for  when 
village  needs  recpiired  a  tongue  or  a  pen. 

Just  as  the  consciousness  of  powers  larger  than  the  field 
took  hiiu  from  his  farmer  home,  it  took  him  from  his  wife's 
liome,  and,  closing  all  business  connections  with  Colonel 
PiiiNNKV,  lie  went,  with  varied  experience  and  respectable 
saviugH,  to  New- York.  Amos  R.  Exo,  his  cousin,  accom- 
panied him,  :iii(l  the  two  young  strangers  put  up  the  sign 
of  E.No  <fc  PiiKLPS  and  began,  in  an  huml)le  way,  to  sell 
dry  goods  to  country  merchants.  Their  honesty,  ability 
and  persistent  devotion  to  their  business  made  it,  after 
SiKWAiri's,  the  most  influential  iirm  in  that  branch.  A 
score  of  large  establishments  sprang  from  the  ruins,  and 
there  are  many  mansions  on  Fifth  Avenue,  now  the  homes 
of  those  who  began  their  business  life  as  clerks  for  Exo  & 
PiiKLPs.  The  great  fire  of  1835  burned  them  out ;  but  it 
was  only  a  temporary  halt  in  a  triumphant  progress.  The 
lii-iu  of  Exo  &  Phelps  was  dissolved  on  January  1st,  1845, 
and  both  partners  retired  with  fortunes  thought  large  in 
those  moderate  days. 

Mr.  PiiELPs  was  too  young  and  active  to  retire  yet  from 
business,  and  he  very  soon  afterwards,  on  January  1st, 
1840,  formed  the  firm  of  Phelps,  Chittexden  &  Buss, 
whicdi  imported  and  sold  dry  goods  at  No.  12  Wall  Street. 
This  adventure,  too,  was  successful.  Mr.  Phelps  retired 
from  it  on  Januarvlst,  1849,  with  larger  resources  and  with 
a  purpose  to  employ  them,  and  to  find  his  own  occupation 
in  buying  and  improving  real  estate  in  the  City  of  New- 
York  Among  the  more  conspicuous  of  these  investments 
was  the  purchase   of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  and   of 
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the  crown  of  Murray  Hill,  on  which  latter,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  kinsmen,  Isaac  N.  Phelps  and  William 
K  Dodge,  he  erected,  in  1852-53,  the  large  free-stone 
mansion,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He  also  built  the  large 
structure  at  Rector  Street  and  Broadway,  then  the  largest 
in  the  City,  and  various  warehouses  in  Park  'Row,  in 
Liberty,  Church  and  Warren  Streets  and  in  other  thorough- 
fares. He  early  recognized  the  value  and  beauty  of  free- 
stone and  was  the  first  to  introduce  its  use  into  the  City 
of  New- York. 

He  found  another  field  of  activity,  for  which  he  seemed 
singularly  well  fitted,  in  promoting  corporate  interests  that 
would  benefit  the  City.     Two  of  these  were  the  Erie  and 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Railway  Compa- 
nies.    He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Erie  at  the  time 
of  its  completion,  and  received  the  formal  and  engrossed 
thanks  of  the  City  for  his  share  in  that  great  undertaking. 
But  it  was  in  developing  the  great  coal  fields  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna Valley,  and  constructing  and  managing  the  system 
of  transportation,  by  which  coal  could  be  brought  from 
them  to  tide  water,  that  Mr.  Phelps  showed  greatest  pa- 
tience and  sagacity  and  won  highest  praise.     He  was  the 
first  President  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western 
Road,  and  maintained  his  connection  with  and  supervision 
over  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.     His  life  was  a  busy 
one  in  these  dii-ections.     He  was  a  director  in  the  City, 
Meirantile  and  Second  National  Banks.     Of  the  last  two  he 
was  one  of  the  founders.      He  was  a  trustee  in  the  Farmers' 
Loan  and  Trust  Company,  in  the  United  States  Trust  Com- 
j)any,  in  the  Bank  for  Savings,  now  located  in  Bleecker 
Street,  and  in  vai'ious  other  organizations  of  the  kind.     Of 
1  hr  best  judgment,  of  an  integrity  beyond  suspicion,  he  was 
a  iiKxltd   trustee,  and  was  constantly  sought  for  to  act  in 
liduciary   capacities.     While    largely    absorbed    in   these 
businesses,  he  never  neglected  the  obligations  which  every 
conscientious  citizen  feels  to  society,  the  church  and  his 
country.     At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the  preservation 
of   tile   Union  became   his   chief  concern.     He  aided  by 
st-rvice  on  Committees,  by  generous  contributions,  and  en- 
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t]M.sinstir.a]ly  supported  the  Union  League  Club,  whose 
of)j<'ff  was  to  make  loyalty  fashionable. 

In  the  Chanjber  of  Commerce,  the  IS'ew-England  Society 
tlM-  Historical  Society  and  all  similar  institutions  he  was  a 
m<*ml)fr. 

H'-  disliked  the  roughness  of  practical  politics,  but  never 
faih'd  to  vote  for  and  to  contribute  to  the  party  he  thoui,dit 
in  tlM*  riglit.  He  ran  for  office  once  only.  A  contingency 
Ke<^med  to  make  it  his  duty  to  run  for  State  Senator^on  a 
Citizens'  ticket  in  the  district  where  he  lived.  He  received 
a  good  votf^,  })ut  was  not  elected,  nor  did  he  expect  to  l>e. 

lie,  retired  from  business,  as  we  have  seen,  at  an  early 
age.  He  resumed  it  temporarily  and  nominally  for  the 
pui-pose  of  adding  the  strength  of  his  name  to  one  of  the 
remnants  of  liis  old  firm,  and  for  a  year  or  two  after  the 
panic  of  1857  the  name  of  Phelps,  Bliss  &  Co.  Avas  seen 
on  the  front  of  'MO  Broadway,  the  great  mercantile  palace 
lie  liad  built  years  before  on  the  site  of  the  Tabernacle. 

Mr.  PiiKM's  had  worked  too  hard,  and  at  fifty  years  of 
age  his  health  was  broken.  He  spent  the  last  eigiit  years 
of  his  life  in  travel,  in  study  in  the  quiet  of  his  libraiy  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  society  of  his  friends.  Of  admii-a- 
))le  ca])aciry,  of  stainless  honor,  enjoying  the  respect  of  all 
and  the  allVction  of  his  friends,  he  waited  patiently  for  his 
summons,  and  died  peacefully  on  the  12th  day  of  May, 
ISO'.),  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried 
among  his  ancestors  in  Simsbury,  Conn. 


MARSHALL  O.    ROBERTS. 

^L^kshall  O.  Robekts  was  one  of  New- York's  most 
enter])rising  merchants  and  sliip-owners.  lie  was  born  in 
this  City  on  March  22d,  1813.  His  father,  Owex  Rohkims, 
was  a  physician,  and  came  to  this  country  from  AVales  in 
1708.  Before  Marshall  was  eight  years  old  his  father  and 
nu^tlier  died.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  became  a  clerk  in 
the  ship  chandlery  of  William  Spies,  at  a  salary  of  three- 
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liuiulred  dollars  a  year.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Spies  died, 
and  his  successor,  iiiiding  young  Roberts  intelligent  and 
useful  to  him  in  liis  business,  continued  him  in  his  employ 
and  doubled  his  salary.  By  extreme  frugality  Marshall 
saved  a  large  part  of  his  income,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
lie  was  enabled  to  start  business  for  himself.  His  store, 
which  was  also  his  home,  was  at  Coenties  Slip, 

The  Battery  was  then  the  fashionable  place  for  the  resi- 
dences of  the  prominent  merchants,  who  used  to  go  at  an 
early  hour  to  Fulton  Market  for  the  family  supplies.  Pas- 
sing young  Roberts'  store  their  attention  was  attracted  by 
the  industrious  habits  of  the  enterprising  youth,  and  they 
were  accustomed  to  stop  and  pass  a  kindly  word,  until 
finally  they  became  so  interested  in  his  welfare  as  to  offer 
him  ])ecuniary  aid  when  he  saw  an  opportunity  for  a  profit- 
able investment.  Through  their  assistance  he  was  enabled 
to  enlarge  his  business,  and  by  degrees  he  obtained  to  a 
great  extent  the  control  of  the  Russian  hemp  market. 
By  operating  in  Naval  Stores  and  from  his  careful  study 
of  the  Whale  Fishery,  he  was  able  to  supply  the  Gov- 
ernment with  oil  at  prices  which  defied  competition.  His 
unceasing  vigilance,  his  acquaintance  with  the  commercial 
needs  of  the  country,  his  energy  and  fidelity  to  every 
engagement,  gave  him  unbounded  credit,  and  enabled 
him  1o  undertake  those  enterj^rises  which  led  to  the 
accumulation  of  the  large  fortune  he  left  at  his  death. 
Fi(im  his  building  of  the  Hudson  River  steamer,  "Hen- 
drik  Hudson,"  a  marvel  at  the  time,  to  the  construction 
of  ihc  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway,  there  was  scarcely 
a  jiroject  of  steam  navigation  or  railway  transit  in  the 
I'nitcd  States  in  which  he  was  not  an  active  participant. 
The  discovery  of  gold  in  (California  in  1849  gave  full 
sco])e  to  his  ability  in  foreseeing  and  seizing  an  opportunity 
fdi-  abiiost  boundless  profits  from  trade  with  that  newly- 
acquii-ed  teiTifory.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of 
the  Adaiilic  (':i1)l('  cnterpi-ise. 

T)ui-ing  ihc  Civil  wai*  Mr.  Roberts  was  a  firm  supporter 
of  the  (TovcniuKMit,  and  made  liberal  contributions  towards 
raising  and  ('(inijipinu'  regiments,   and  i)roviding  for  the 
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w(jU]i(1<-(1.     The  poor  always  foimcl  in  him  a  friend,  and  lie 
.sjx'nt  larx«-  sums  in  numerous  charities. 

In  «'arl y  life  Mr.  Roberts  took  a  deep  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  was  known  as  a  Heney  Clay  Whig.  Between 
Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Roberts  the  most  friendly  rehitions 
existed,  and  continued  until  the  death  of  that  illustrious 
statesnia  n.  Mr.  Roberts  was  urged  to  accept  several  promi- 
iieiit  ofliccs  under  the  Government,  all  of  wdiich  he  declined. 
Ill  is*;.")  he  consented  to  stand  as  the  Republican  candidate 
foi-  Mayoi-  of  tliis  City,  and  was  believed  by  many  to  have 
been  ekM'ted,  Imt  the  result  was  decided  in  favor  of  his 
<»|»lt<>?ient  })y  a  small  majority. 

Ml'.  Romkhts  was  an  intense  lover  of  art,  and  in  him 
artists  bdind  a  liberal  and  encouraging  friend.  In  his  large 
collection  of  i)aintings  will  be  found  many  master-pieces 
of  ancient  and  modern  times.  The  portrait  of  Mr.  Roberts 
is  fn»ni  I  his  colh-ction,  and  it  becomes  peculiarly  interesting 
at  this  time,  wdien  the  members  of  the  Chamber  are  advo- 
cating measures  for  the  restoration  to  its  former  prestige  of 
the  shipjiing  of  the  country,  for  it  should  be  remembei-ed 
tliat  the  enterprise  and  sagacity  of  Mr.  Roberts  contributed 
in  a  large  degree  in  making  the  United  States  in  his  day 
the  lirst  among  the  maritime  nations  of  the  w^orld. 

Mr.  Rohkuts  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  .Inly  Cth,  1865,  and  continued  his  memberslii]) 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  this  City  September  11th, 
1880,  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 


RUFUS  PRIME. 

RuFi's  Prime  was  born  at  No.  42  (now  No.  54)  Wall- 
street,  in  the  City  of  New- York,  January  28th,  1800,  and  was 
the  second  son  of  Nathaniel  Prime,  of  the  banking  house 
of  Prime,  Ward  &  King.  Rufus  Prime  entered  Yale 
College  in  1825,  but  left  before  graduating  and  entered  mer- 
cantile life.  Afterwards,  with  Archibald  Gracie,  Jr., 
and  John  C.  Jay,  he  established  the  firm  of  Archibald 
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Gracie  &  Co..  which  conducted  a  general  commission  busi- 
ness for  many  years.  At  a  later  period  he  became  a  partner 
in  the  bnnking  house  of  Christmas,  Livingston,  Prime  & 
Coster,  from  whicli  he  retired  in  1841.  Mr.  Prime  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Union  Club  of  this  City.  For  tifty- 
two  years  he  had  been  connected  with  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, having  been  elected  a  member  October  1st,  1833. 
He  died  at  his  country  home,  at  Huntington,  L.  I.,  October 
lotli,  188.5,  leaving  four  children — a  daughter  and  three 
sons.  Mr.  Prime  was  a  man  of  genial  disposition,  and 
although  he  led  a  somewhat  uneventful  life,  he  neverthe- 
less took  a  deep  interest  in  all  questions  affecting  the 
general  good  of  the  community. 


GEORGE   T.   TRIMBLE. 

Gri:oRGE  Thomas  Trimble,  the  eldest  child  of  Richard 
and  Anist  (Roberts)  Tiumble,  was  born  at  Morrisville, 
Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  17ih,  1793. 

Hispaienis  removed  to  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,' in  1800,  and 
he  was  educated  at  the  Newburgh  Academy,  the  Friends' 
Boarding  School  at  West  Town,  Pa.,  and  the  school  of 
Dr.  John  Griscom,  in  Litlle  Green  Street,  now  Liberty 
Place,  New-York  City.  Soon  after  Ipiiving  school  he  en- 
tered the  counting-house  of  Buckley  &  Abbatt,  flour 
merchants,  in  Front  Street,  near  Dover,  and  remained  with 
tliem  until  he  became  of  age.  In  May,  1815,  he  began 
business  on  his  own  account  as  a  flour  and  grain  com- 
mission merchant  at  25  South  Street,  and  in  August,  1817, 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Byrnes,  Trimble  &  Co., 
comi)osed  of  Thomas  S.  Byrnes,  Silas  Wood  and  himself. 
This  was  some  years  before  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
when  the  chief  supplies  of  breadstuffs  for  this  market  came 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and  the  firm  for  several 
years  was  among  the  largest  receivers  of  flour  and  grain 
from  tide-water,  Virginia,  Mr. Wood  residing  at  Freder- 
icksburg to  promote  that  part   of  the  business.     They 
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berame,  also,  owners  and  managers  of  several  merchant 
shii>s,  and  in  1818  established  the  second  or  "Star''  Line 
of  Liverpool  packets,  the  old  or  "  Black  Ball"  Line  having 
been  started  a  year  or  two  earlier  by  Isaac  Wiught  &  Sox 
find  .Ikuemiah  Thompson.  Mr.  Thimble  became  deeply 
interested  in  the  management  of  these  ships,  for  which  his 
regular  and  punctual  habits  and  somewhat  masterful  dis- 
j)ositi()n  well  fitted  him  ;  and  to  the  zeal  and  energy  with 
which  he  devoted  himself  to  conducting  the  packet  service 
is  due  no  small  share  of  the  reputation  attained  by  the  old 
"  Liverpool  Linei'8." 

In  1821  he  paid  his  first  and  only  visit  to  England,  in 
the  course  of  which  arrangements  were  made  to  transfer 
the  consignment  of  the  line  at  Liverpool  to  William  and 
Jamks  Bhown  &  Co.,  with  which  house  his  friend,  Joseph 
Shm'ley,  had  recently  become  connected.  The  relation 
then  established  grew  into  one  of  mutual  esteem  and  confi- 
dence, and  continued  in  unbroken  cordiality  as  long  as 
Mr.  TiUMHLE  remained  in  business. 

Mr.  Byrnes  died  in  182C,  but  the  business  was  continued 
under  tlin  same  name  until  1831,  when  Mr.  Wood,  having 
returned  to  this  City  to  take  an  active  share  in  its  manage- 
ment, the  lirm  became  Wood  &  Trimble,  and  so  continued 
uniil  its  iinal  dissolution,  September  11th,  1835,  after 
ihe  sale  of  their  shipping  interest  to  Robert  Kep.mit. 
Subsecpienily  Mr.  Trimble  became  interested  with  some 
of  his  old  captains  in  several  transient  ships,  which  he 
managed  for  a  number  of  years,  but  retired  from  business 
entirely  in  1848. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
November  (Uh,  1827,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  airiiirs 
for  twenty  years,  serving  on  its  Commitiees,  and  visiting 
Albnny  and  Washington  on  special  occasions  to  represent 
the  vievvs  of  the  Chamber  on  questions  of  legislation  alJ'ect- 
ing  the  commerce  of  New- York. 

He  was,  from  conviction,  a  Free  Trader,  and,  as  such, 
was  elected  Vice-President  May  2d,  1843,  but  declined  to 

serve. 
No  notice  of  Mr.  Trimble,  however  slight,  would  be 


208  POKTRAIT   GALLERY. 

complete  without  reference  to  his  interest  in  the  educa- 
tional and  charitable  institutions  of  New- York. 

In  1818  he  became  a  trustee  of  the  Free  School  Society, 
afterwards  the  "  Public  School  Society,"  and  for  thirty-five 
years  was  unremitting  in  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  com- 
mon school  education.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
for  several  years  and  its  last  President,  serving  until  its 
dissolution  in  1853. 

From  1823  to  18G0  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  New- York 
Dispensary. 

In  1846  he  was  elected  a  Governor  of  the  New- York 
Hospital,  and  w^as  President  of  the  Society  from  1858  until 
his  death  in  1872.  By  virtue  of  that  office  he  became  a 
trustee  of  the  Roosevelt  Hospital  on  its  organization  in 
1864,  when  he  was  elected  its  Treasurer,  and  continued  in 
charge  of  its  finances  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  only  financial  institution  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected was  the  Bank  for  Savings,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee 
from  1854  to  1872. 

He  never  sought  an  office,  and  never  held  one  from 
which  he  received  any  pecuniary  compensation  or  advan- 
tage. 

Mr.  Trimble  was  by  birthright  and  education  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  his  ideas  of  life  were  founded 
on  their  distinctive  principles.  He  believed  in  moderation 
in  all  things,  and,  although  "diligent  in  business,"  was 
not  eager  for  gain,  but  gave  freely  of  both  time  and  money 
to  such  ])ractical  work  as  he  thought  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community. 

His  uprightness  of  character  and  his  faithful  performance 
of  every  duty  he  assumed,  gave  him  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  at  his  residence 
in  this  City,  May  16th,  1872^  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of 
Ids  age. 
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ISAAC    SHERMAN. 

ALTiioiiGir  few  are  more  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
Cliatiil.er  of  Commerre,  yet,  if  his  wishes  could  have  been 
••onsulfed,  it  is  (loiiI)!ful  if  the  subject  of  this  sketch  wouhl 
havejiHowed  his  jiortrait  to  adorn  its  walls,  so  great  was 
his  aversion  to  i)ersonal  distinction. 

Mr.  SiiKijMAN  was  a  merchant  of  rare  ability,  and  met 
wiih  a  full  measure  of  success.  He  was  born  in  Peters- 
biiri^di,  Kcnsselaer  County,  New- York,  January  25th,  1818. 
His  faniiiy  i •■moved  to  the  western  part  of  the  State  when 
Isaac  was  quite  a  lad.  In  April,  1840,  he  engaged  in  the 
bnsin<*ss  of  lutnberand  staves  at  Buffalo,  and  about  lb^43 
ln'  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Wetherell,  by  whom  he 
had  (wo  childi't'n,  daughters,  one  of  whom,  the  youngest, 
dif'd  al  a  tender  age. 

Being  a  prosperous  business  man,  and  having  acquired 
a  local  reputation  for  sagacity  and  political  knowledge,  he 
was  induced  by  his  friends  to  run  for  member  of  Assembly 
from  Erie  County  in  1845,  and  for  Mayor  in  1846  and  1847, 
but  was  beaten  by  his  Whig  competitors.  These  results 
seemed  to  satisfy  his  aspirations,  as  he  never  afterwards 
was  a  candidate  for  political  office,  although  he  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association  of  Buffalo  in 
184<J.  This  corporation,  now  the  Buffalo  Library,  is  the 
most  prosperous  literary  institution  in  Western  New- York. 

After  acquiring  a  moderate  fortune,  Mr.  Shermax  closed 
u])  his  business,  and,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  visited 
Europe. 

Coming  to  New- York  in  the  spring  of  1853,  he  purchased 
the  stave  business  of  the  late  William  Denxistou.x,  and 
associated  with  him  Bexjamix  F.  Romaixe,  forming  the 
house  of  Sherman  &  Romaine.  Four  years  later,  Joir.v 
P.  TowNSEND  and  IIexry  Wibirt,  clerks  of  the  house, 
were  admitted  to  an  interest  in  the  business,  though  the 
lirm  name  remained  unchanged. 

For  nine  years  this  firm  carried  on  the  largest  business 
in  the  sale  of  rough  staves  for  exportation  that  was  ever 
14 
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done  in  the  country.  In  some  years  the  quantity  sold  and 
exported  to  nearly  every  foreign  port  amounted  to 
14,000,000,  or  equal^o  240  full  cargoes  for  vessels,  each  of 
400  tons  burden  ;  but  as  they  were  not  always  loaded  by 
full  cargoes,  about  a  thousand  vessels  per  annum  were 
supplied  with  quantities  sufficient  for  storage  with  other 
merchandise  and  as  dunnage  throughout  the  ships. 

In  18G2  the  house  dissolved,  Mr.  Romatne  retiring 
temporarily  from  business.  Mr.  Townsend  founded  the 
present  house  of  Duttox  &  Townsend,  and  Mr.  Sherman 
established  the  lirm  of  Sherman  &  AYiwrt,  which  was 
continued  for  four  years,  when  they  dissolved,  and  Mr. 
Sjikuman  finally  retired  from  active  business  in  186G. 

During  Mr.  Siikrman's  commercial  career  he  was  a 
leader  in  his  branch  of  business,  and  met  with  uniform 
success.  His  keen  insight  and  unerring  sagacity  made 
him  master  of  every  situation,  although  giving  little  appa- 
rent attention  to  details. 

Besides  his  commercial  ability,  he  stored  his  mind  with 
useful  knowledge  ;  he  studied  the  political  and  legal  history 
of  his  country  and  the  lives  of  its  public  men,  and  becom- 
ing a  warm  admirer  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  adopted  his 
political  creed  for  his  own  guidance. 

He  was  a  free  soil  Democrat  in  1848,  and  became  a  Ke- 
l>ublican  when  it  was  a  national  party.  He  procured  the 
nomination  of  John  C.  Fremont  for  the  Presidency,  and 
managed  with  ability  his  political  campaign  in  1856. 

He  admired  the  character  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
heartily  favored  him  for  the  Presidency  in  I860  ;  after  the 
electicm,  ]\li-.  LixcoLN  offered  him  the  portfolio  of  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  but  he  preferivd  to  be  his  counsellor  with- 
out official  designation,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  there  was  no 
person,  outside  the  City  of  Washington,  who  rendered 
more  intelligent  service,  or  whose  opinions  were  oftener 
sought  l)y  the  President. 

lb'  opposed  ihc  ))ill  offered  in  Congress,  in  1861,  to  issue 
legal  lender  notes  to  circulate  as  money,  and  suggested 
heavy  taxation  in  various  forms  as  the  best  plan  for  raising 
revenue  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  only  assented  to  the  law. 
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nff.T  f  ho  immediate  and  pressing  needs  of  the  Government 
Iliad'-  it  necessary. 

Ii<;  :ihvays  believed  that  the  necessity  need  not  have 
arisen,  had  tlie  taxes,  which  were  afterwards  levied,  been 
imi.(.s<.<l  ..ailier,  and  maintained  that  the  war  could  li;ive 
\>*'f'U  ("ini<'d  to  a  successful  conclusion  with  currency  on  a 
specie  l.asis  wifiiout  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  He 
consid.Tcd  (he  "greenbacks"  (legal  tender  notes)  a  forced 
h»aM  \'\<>iu  tjie  people,  and  urged  their  retirement  by  the 
(Government  aftei-  the  close  of  the  war,  and  that  prepaiation 
.sli(»uld  be  made  for  resumption  on  a  gold  basis. 

lie  joined  the  I'nion  League  Club  the  year  of  its  organ- 
i/,:ilioii,  in  |S(j:{,  and  continued  a  member  until  his  death  ; 
Iheiv  Ills  lalUs  on  linancial  topics  w^ere  highly  esteemed, 
and  were  listened  to  with  pleasure.  His  reputation  as  an 
aulli(!iity  on  the  laws  of  taxation,  in  October,  1874,  in- 
<luced  (he  Assembly  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  of 
this  Stale,  to  re<piest  him  to  appear  before  it,  Avhen  he 
made  an  exhaustive  argument,  which  showed  extraordinary 
knowiedgt;  and  research,  in  which  he  favored  the  exclusive 
taxation  «»f  real  estate  and  the  franchises  of  a  few  specihed 
moneyed  corporations  and  gas  companies.  His  fame  as  a 
liolitical  economist  induced  the  Trustees  of  the  University 
of  Rochester,  in  18S0,  to  confer  upon  him  the  degree  of 
])octor  of  Laws,  in  which  institution,  some  years  before,  he 
had  founded  a  scholarship  of  political  economy. 

Mr.  SiiKii.MAX  was  frank  and  hearty  in  his  manner,  but 
liis  aversion  to  notoriety  caused  him  to  decline  every  office 
or  ]tlac.'  on  C'ommittees,  either  in  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, of  which  he  was  for  many  years  a  member,  or  else- 
where, but  liis  advice  and  connsel  were  often  sought  and 
freely  given  ;  the  powders  of  his  mind  were  extraordinary  ; 
capable  of  grasping  almost  any  subject,  and  none  of  im- 
portance were  indifferent  to  him ;  he  was  a  true  patii<jt, 
and  had  a  hiijjh  idea  of  public  duty. 

He  died  in\his  City,  January  21st,  1881,  leaving  a  widow 
and  a  married  dauii-hter.— Joiix  P.  TowysEXD. 
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SIMEON    B.    CHITTENDEN. 

SiMi:cN  Baldwin  Ciiittknden  was  born  on  the  29tli  of 

M;im1).  1814,  ill  fli<'  little  town  of  Guilford,  New-Haven 
(■.,miiv.  Ccnnecticul.  He  was  the  son  of  Abel  Ciiitten- 
DKN  and  Anna  IIaiit  Baldwin.  His  family  was  founded 
in  iliis  country  in  1030,  by  AVilliam  Chittknden,  a  native 
(.f  (•nml.r()<»k*  County  of  Kent,  England,  who  was  one  of 
ih.'  lirst  settlers  of  Guilford.  Mr.  Abel  Chittenden  died 
\\hil«-  his  son  was  frtill  young,  and  the  boy  began  his  busi- 
ness lil'.-  in  his  fourteenth  year  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  New- 
llnvrii,  whither  he  was  persuaded  to  go  by  his  pastor, 
und.r  whom  he  was  at  the  time  preparing  to  enter  Yale 
College.  From  that  time  his  schooling  was  confined  to  such 
as  lie  could  give  himself  in  the  scants  leisure  of  a  life  of  hard 
woik  :  I'ut  it  may  be  said  here  that  this  difficult  schooling 
srrv.'d  i<»  developmental  qualities  of  a  very  high  order,  and 
ih:ii  loth  as  a  si)eaker  and  a  writer  in  his  maturer  years  he 
was  ill.'  master  of  a  clear,  cogent,  and  often  brilliant  style, 
that  his  i-ange  of  expression,  the  accuracy  of  his  reasoning, 
the  logical  order  of  its  development  and  the  luminousness 
of  his  ilJMsti-ation  were  such  as  a  trained  scholar  might 
envv.  It  in.iv  be  added,  also,  that  lie  showed  throughout 
his  lif«*  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of  education,  and 
ihat  lliegeiiei-osity  of  his  gifts,  when  he  had  gained  wealth, 
l<»  ]ironiote  education  was  only  equalled  by  the  intelligence 
and  foresight  with  whi<'h  they  were  directed. 

After  a  f.'w  years  of  ))usiness  in  New-Haven,  Mr.  CiiiT- 
•jkm»i;n  esial»lish«^d  liiniself  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods 
Irad.-in  N'ew-Yoik  in  LS42,  and  remained  in  it  until  1874, 
wIm'Ii  1i«'  r.-iii.(|.  sliortly  after  his  election  to  Congress  from 
th.-  'I'hird  ( IJnx.klyn)  District  of  New-York.  During  that 
line-  his  career  was  an  lionoiahle  and  a  prosperous  one. 
Il<'  passed  unscathed  through  the  commercial  and  financial 
rrises  of  lb'40,  ISf)?  and  bS?:},  and  won  a  reputation  for 
hcniiiuloiis  observance  of  his  obligations,  as  well  as  for 
r<mrage,  sagacity  and  activity.  He  became  connected  with 
a  nnriilx-rdf  financial  institutions,  was fornearly  thirty-three 
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yt'iUfi  ;m  ncfive  mem])er  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a 
Vir-e-Presirh-nr  from  1867  to  186;) ;  one  of  the  loundersof  the 
ContirMMituI  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  of  the  Conti- 
nental liank  ;  a  Trii.stee  of  the  United  States  Trust  Com- 
pany, a  J )i rector  of  the  Union  Ferry  Company,  and  in 
several  railway  companies,  and  President  of  the  Nevv- 
Ilaven  and  XfMv  London  Ilaih"oad  Company.  Durinf^-  the 
war  for  tlir  Union  he  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
U'nion  Defence  Coniniittee  of  New- York,  and  of  the  cor- 
respondini;  organization,  the  War  Fund  Committee,  of 
Brooklyn. 

Ill  IS7I  Mr.  CiiiTTEXDEN  was  elected  to  Congress  for  the 
Hliort  session  of  t  lie  43(1  and  the  full  term  of  the  44th  Congress, 
and  was  siihsecjuently  re-elected  to  the  45th  and  46tli  Con- 
/^resses.  I  [<'  served  in  all  seven  years.  In  politics  he  was  an 
IndcjM'iKh'iit  KcjiuMican.  During  this  period,  his  party, 
tlKMigli  contr<ilIing  the  Presidency  and  the  Senate,  was  in 
a  minority  in  the  House  of  Ilepresentatives.  Mr.  Chit- 
TKNOKN  naturally  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussion  of 
the  currency  and  liscal  questions  which,  from  1S74  to  18S1, 
held  the  attention  of  Congress  and  the  country.  His  ser- 
vices to  the  cause  of  sound  finance,  not  only  at  this  time,  l)ut 
during  the  long  and  troul)led  period,  from  the  close  of  the 
civil  war  t(»  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  active  life,  were 
various  and  valuable.  He  had  been  familiar,  at  an  early 
stage  ill  his  business  career,  with  the  banking  s^^stem  of 
New-England,  and  i)articularly  with  the  methods  of  con- 
tinuous redemption  through  the  agency  of  the  old  Suffolk 
Bank,  lie  had  acquired  a  very  clear  and  comprehensive 
concei>tion  of  the  functions  of  a  credit  currency,  of  the 
conditions  of  its  safety  and  usefulness,  of  the  limitations 
within  which  it  could  properly  be  employed,  and  of  the 
obligations  that  it  involved.  His  sensitive  and  vigorous 
conscience,  which,  in  his  personal  affairs,  made  the  sci-u- 
pulous  fultillment  of  every  contract  of  the  most  imperative 
impt)rtance,  caused  him  to  appreciate  more  clearly  than 
most  the  duty  imposed  on  all  institutions  claiming  the 
right  to  use  their  notes  as  money.  No  one  understood 
better  than  he  the  immense  advantages  to  the  community 
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:U  l.-iri^e  of  fuirency  of  tin's  kind.  His  keen  and  quick 
infHllf^cf  y»erreived  lliar  it  was  absolutely  essential  to  any 
ade(|Mai  •  :icci.iiij)lishnient  of  the  work  of  exchange  in  com- 
luiinitiHsso  \ai-ied,  so  active,  so  widely  scattered  as  those 
«»r  iIk-  I'liited  States.  But  he  perceived  with  .equal  clear- 
iiHss  till'  dangers  attending  it.  His  conception  of  the 
piincipirs  of  sound  baidving  was  the  basis  of  his  view  of 
ili«^  duty  and  policy  of  the  (fovernment  in  dealing  Avith  the 
iisf  (if  its  notes  as  money. 

hi  .l;i!n;ai-y.  1874,  at  the  Baltimore  meeting  of  the  ISTa- 
tional  lioard  of  Trade,  he  outlined  his  view  in  the  follow- 
iiiir  n^solntion  :  "  That  all  iiatitmal  banks  shall  be  required 
I.,  provide  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  in  legal  tenders 
:ii  ihr  ••hicf  points  of  specie  imports  and  exports,  and  that 
ih«*  si?npl('st  and  best  method  for  securing  an  elastic  cur- 
riMicy  will  be  found  in  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  upon 
!h«'  ciicMlafion  of  national  bank  notes,  secured,  as  now,  by 
the  (h'liovjt  of  liiitcd  States  bonds  for  the  redemption 
ih»*r<M.r.""  In  snppoiiingthis  resolution,  he  exi:)lained  that 
ii  in\<il\.<l  thr  withdiawal  and  cancellation  of  legal  ten- 
<lers  ill  j.roi)orti()n  as  baidv  currency  was  issued.  These 
i«l<'as  weiv  in  ihiit  t-nil)odied  in  the  subsequent  legislation 
of  Congress,  but  the  provision  for  bank  note  redemption 
was  not  iiKi.h'  comijlete,  and  that  for  the  withdrawal  of 
t!i<'  Ciiiit'd  Si.iics  notes  was  abandoned. 

Af!.-!- Iiis  .■l,.cfion  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
wh.Mi  iJH^  i-«'stiiciioii  on  bank  issues,  properly  secured,  had 
lu^<Mi  r.Miiov.'d,  All-.  CiiiTTENDKx  Urged  unceasingly  and 
wiih  great  f.ice  ih(?  jtolicy  and  the  necessity  of  reaching 
re:il  specie  ] i.i \  n ieii f s  through  the  restoratiou  of  the  right 
i'^'  fund  United  Slates  notes  in  interest-bearing  bonds.  In 
F.'bniary,  1S70,  he  said:  "A  mountain  of  vicious  legal 
leiid.r  (h-bt  corifroiits  us.  AVe  can  neither  get  round  it 
'""■  l"*'^"'''*' '"'  i'  ill''  iNtii]..  We  must  hew  it  away  to  the 
hn-el  of  iiiiili.  honor  and  (•(niimon  sense,  and  there,  and 
tliere(,nly.  can  we  stand  to  ivbuild  and  restore  the  waste 
piac.-s.  We  iiiu^i  fund  the  legal  tender  debt.  And  why 
iM.J  ;  Are  ihese  notes  not  an  unnatural  product  ?  Were 
»'"v  no!  Ih.im  of.-in  extreme  exigvmc}',  now  happily  passed 
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away,  when  tlie  noise  of  battle  was  on  land  and  sea  i  Was 
it  not  ex|>licifly  provided  when  they  were  first  issued  that 
fhey  shouhl  at  all  times  be  fundable  at  the  option  of  the 
liolder^  Would  their  authors  or  Congress  have  tolerated 
ihctii  for  a  moment  but  for  such  a  promise  f 

Had    this  simplf,    effective  and  honorable  conrse  been 
adopted,  even  at  that  late  date,  the  country  would  have 
bc.'u  s.'ivf'd  some  serious  evils,  and  the  direct  menace  of 
other  and  worsr  evils.     Congress  was  not,  however,  to  be 
I><'r.sua(i«'(j.      It  would  do  no  more  than  it  w\as  forced  to  do. 
TIk*  d«Mii()i:ili/,ati()U  of  paper  money  had  so  enfeebled  and 
confus.'d  the  public  mind  and  conscience  that  it  could  not 
Ni'o.  (.r,   seeing,  would  not  tike  the   straight  and  narrow 
w.iy.     TncbM-  the  dictation  of  this  perverted  sentiment  the 
light  tu  full' I  the  United  States  notes  had  been  repudiated, 
I  hi-    i-<'(l»'mi)tiun  luid   cancellation  of   the  notes   had  been 
siopjH'd,  and  when  the  day  for  resumption  under  the  Act 
of    ivS7.l1  ajiproached.  Congress  weakly  and   wickedly  ex- 
1)11  ugrd    the   i)rovision  for  the   withdrawal  of  notes  ^^ari 
passit,  with  that  of  bank  curi'ency,  and  provided  that  the 
notes   rt'dft'iiird   after  1870  should  be   re-issued  and  kept 
afloat.      In    this   last  provision    Mr.    Ciiittexdex's   clear 
judgment  perceived  the  crowning  act  of  folly  and  bad  faith. 
On  the  jloor  of  the  House  he  exposed  its  nature  again  and 
again,    witli   convincing  plainness   of  statement,  and   de- 
nounced it  with  the  most  searching  and  indignant  condem- 
iiiitioii. 

Oil    th3    IDth  of  Januar}^  1830,  he  said:    "The  United 
S.Vites  ou)c  ^310, ();):"), GOD  of  legal  tender  war  debt,  payable 
ou  demand.     We  boast  of  paying  it  in  good  faith  since 
. January,  1870,  but  in  truth  we  haoe  not  paid  one  dollar  of 
it  yet.     We  owe  just  as  many  dollars  on  that  account  to- 
day as  we  did  in  May,  1878."     "  When  legal  tander  notes 
ar.^  presented  and  redeemed,  what  then  i    You  say  it;  is 
honest  payment  of  the  war  debt.     I  deny  it.     You  do  not 
speak  the  truth.     We  boast  of  resumption  for  a  full  year, 
but  we  have  not  paid  a  dollar  of  the  legal  tender  debt  in 
that  time;  not  one.     The  moment  my  ancient  ten-dollar 
note,  which  1  exhibited  at  the  Speaker's  desk  two  or  three 
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yenrs  npo,  wns  redeemed,  Secretary  Siikkman  straightway 
h.rred  a  new  loan  of  like  nmount  from  some  otlier  person, 
and  put  th.'  disgraced  rag  afloat  again.  Such  is  the  law  ; 
tlie  Secretary  must  obey  it."  "The individual,  firm,  bank 
(.!•  railroad  paying  its  d^ebts,  as  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment now  pays  its  debt,  would  be  without  credit,  exposed 

to  derision." 

So  convinced  was  Mr.  Ciiittp:ndf.n  of  the  viciousness  of 
(he  Art  of  Congress  directing  the  re-issue  of  the  "re- 
deemed ■■  K'gal  tenders,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when 
ev«M-y  ('(.ndition  was  lacking  that  had  been  pleaded  in 
justification  of  the  original  issue  in  time  of  war,  that  he, 
in  agreement  with  Gen.  Bknjamits-  F.  Butlek,  holding 
til.'  oj.i.osiir  view,  brought  a  test  case  to  secure  a  judgment 
of  the  I  iiited  States  Supreme  Court  upon  the  constitu- 
tional authority  of  Congress  to  make  such  enactment. 
Til."  <ouiis»'l  em])loyed  by  him  w^ere  William  Allen 
r.i  I  i.i;i:.  Ksq.,  and  the  Hon.  Geoiige  F.  Edmunds.  The 
decision  was  favorable  to  the  authority  of  Congress,  but, 
in  .'jft'ct,  it  fully  sustained  Mr.  Ciiittexdex's  position, 
that  there  was  no  authority  in  the  Constitution  for  the 
exercise  of  this  i)0wer,  for  the  Court  was  obliged  to  read  the 
authority  into  the  Constitution  by  implication.  It  held,  in 
substaiic.'.  that  the  Federal  Court  was  possessed,  as  a  sover- 
eign (Government,  of  all  tlie  rights  of  sovereignty  exercised 
b\  oiht  r  (;o\ernments  at  the  time  it  was  established,  unless 
th«-^«'  were  explicitly  excluded  ;  that  the  right  to  make  its 
own  notes  legal  tender  was  such  a  sovereign  right,  and 
\sas  not  definilrly  forbidden,  and  was,  therefore,  possessed. 
The  jiidgnieiii  of  the  ablest  and  most  authoritative  Consti- 
tutional lawyt'is  in  the  Union  ])ronounced  this  doctrine  to 
be  practically  revolutionary,  completely  changing  the  na- 
ture of  the  Constitution.  It  was  so.  The  sound  common 
sense,  the  trained  perception  of  the  business  man,  combined 
with  liis  rectitu<ie,  disclosed  to  Mr.  Chittenden  the  mon- 
strousiiature  of  this  innovation.  If,  in  later  years.  Congress 
shall  use  the  jxjwer  thus  recognized,  putting  the  property 
•  •f  every  man  at  its  men^y,  in  the  mischievous  manner  tliat 
is   possil)le,  it    will    be   to  the  credit  of  the  merchants  of 
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New- York,  tlmt  one  of  the  most  earnest  and  one  of  tlie 
siriih'Mt  of  those  who  saw  tl)e  peril  in  advance  and  fought 
if  iiriw»-arviri^dy,  was  from  th*-ir  own  ranks. 

It  is  liaidly  necessaiy  to  add,  ihat  while  in  Congress  Mr. 
CiiriTKMUN  o])p()sed  with  all  his  influence  the  policy  of 
tin*  iitiliriiit«'(i  (-(iinagf'  of  dei)reciated  silver  in  legal  tender 
(iollais.  It  was  largely  due  to  his  efforts  that  the  restiiction 
finally  |»lac<'d  uiK.n  the  coinage  was  adopted,  and  that  the 
policy  (.f  the  Treasury  afterwards  kept  the  coinage  at  the 
miiiiriiiiiii  ainount  of  s2,0()(>,000  worth  of  bullion  per  month. 

'I'lie  i»r<M'('(ling  is  but  a  sketch  in  outline  of  Mr.  Ciiit- 
tknukn's  (aire)-,  in  wliich  it  has  seemed  best  to  give  as 
Tnu<-h  jtroiiiinenc**  as  j)ossible  to  his  service  in  promoting 
ihosi'  .MHind  and  lionoia])le  principles  of  linancial  policy  to 
which  the  ( 'hamlici-  of  Commerce  has  given  its  unwavering 
suji|oit.  On  the  J4tii  of  A])ril,  18F9,  having  just  past  his 
7.'>th  biitliday,  Mr.  CiinT>:>' den  died  at  his  home  in  Brook- 
lyn. AViih  llio!-e  wliose  privilege  it  was  to  know-  him  inti- 
mately, he  leaves,  besides  the  memory  of  his  unusual  gifts 
and  his  valued  service  to  his  country  and  to  the  community 
in  which  lie  ])assed  his  life,  the  still  more  precious  memory 
of  a  nature  jture,  sinii>le,  just  and  loving. — Edwakd  Caey. 


HORACE    B.    CLAFLIN. 

llniiAcK  H.  Ci-AKLiN  was  bom  in  Milford,  Massachusetts, 
on  the  ISth  of  December,  1811.  His  father,  Joiix  Claflix, 
was  a  farmer  and  owner  of  a  general  store  ;  a  man  greatly 
respected  by  his  neighbors,  well  known  throughout  the 
neii^hboring*  country  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Member 
of  the  State  Legislature,  and  reputed  rich,  in  days  when  a 
large  farm  and  a  little  ready  money  betokened  affluence  in 
II  New-Endand  village.  His  mother  was  an  amiable  and 
excellent  woman,  and  taught  her  children  many  lessons  of 
piet  V  and  of  j^oodness.  In  boyhood  Hokace  exhibited  much 
of  tiie  gayet  v  and  energy  which  distinguished  him  through- 
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out  life.  Ills  early  comrades  admired  and  loved  him,  and 
liis  schoolmaster  became  so  deeply  attached  to  him  that  he 
afft-rward  follow^Ml  with  all'ectionate  interest  the  progress 
of  all  his  nif-rraiiiil"'  enterprises.  When  Horace  was  well 
advanced  in  his  studies,  his  father  proposed  to  send  him 
to  Colh'.L:  •.  luir  he  preferred  not  to  go.  He  felt  confident, 
pven  then,  that  he  sliould  do  something  important  in  the 
l)usin;'ss  woi-ld.  and  In-  wished  to  enter  it  as  early  as  possi- 
1»1<'.  Accoi-dingly,  a  ft.-r  graduating  at  the  Milford  Academy, 
lie  went  into  the  paternal  store,  and  worked  diligently 
th'^re  in  jtrepai-ation  for  a  broader  field.  When  he  was 
twenty  Vf-ars  old  his  father  gave  him  a  thousand  dollars, 
and  h".  in  cMinitany  with  his  elder  brother,  Aaron,  and 
hi-^  biothi-r-iii  law,  Samuel  Daxiels,  (each  recipient  of  a 
liU"  gift.  I  bought  his  father  out,  and  assumed  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  business.  His  lirst  act,  as  manager  of  the 
st<uv,  was  to  pour  0:1  to  the  ground  the  stock  of  strong 
li<lM'>r.  which.  :it  tliai  time,  was  generally  considered  a 
sf  iph'  arti(de  of  merchandise  in  a  good  country  store. 
II  njACK  dill  not  bdieve  in  selling  intoxicating  liquors, 
evi*:i  for  sui)i)osed  family  use,  and  he  never  was  deterred 
by  iM'cuiiiary  considerations  from  acting  up  to  his  convic- 
tions. The  following  year,  1832,  the  young  men  opened 
anitlKM-  store  at  Worcester,  Mass.  ;  that  town  was  better 
suited  to  ll<>i;\(  i;'s  ]>lans,  and  in  1833  Aarox  took  sole 
possession  r>f  tilt'  Milford  stock,  and  Horace  was  master 
:ii  W'orc.-ster.  liis  iiiwdc  of  doing  business  there  astonished 
llie  neighborhoo  1.  Ills  energ}^  seemed  untiring,  and  his 
eiit  M-prisc  Mild  good  hiiMinr  l)ecanie  i)roverbial. 

IIis(,Jd  s(dn)ol  tea(dit'i\  who  had  also  removed  to  Wor- 
{'<*ster,  writes  : 

■■-\'  'I"'  li'U"  he  h-fi  \V()r<'ester  I  think  all  kinds  of 
biisjiM-ss  in  that  place  ]i;id  become  impregnated  wdth  the 
si.irii  (.(•  his  business  system.  I  do  not  think,  with  all  the 
r<»HisioMs  whirdi  t..ok  place,  he  ever  made  an  enemy  who 
remained  so  twenty  loin-  hoiiis.  Worcester  was  too  small 
to  carry  out  his  plans.  New- York  had  superior  attractions 
and  drew  liini  awav." 
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^  In  1H.'J7ho  Tiinrned  Agnes,  daiigliter  of  Colonel  C^lvix 
Sangki:,  .,1'  S}i»'il)oiirne,  Mass.,  and  thenceforward  every 
lioiir  Hiat  could  he  spared  from  his  hiisiness  was  devoted 
to  liis  horn.'.  He  was  happy  in  all  relations,  but  in  his 
rtiani.'d  liH-  j.n'-^'niinently.  In  1^43  he  sold  out  his  Wor- 
c.'st.-r  hiisin^'ss,  mc.vfMl  to  tliis  City,  and,  Mith  William  F. 
liri.Ki.KV,  formed  tlie  firm  of  Bilkley  &  Claflix,  and 
W<:uu  l.iisiiH'ss  at  No.  40  Cedar  Stivet.  Soon  the  energy 
of  til*'  y(»inig«M-  member  of  the  house  surprised  the  whole- 
sale iiM'iTlianls  (.f  the  metropolis,  as  it  had  startled  the 
M't:ij|  <|.;ihM'.s  of  W(»rcester.  By  lF46the  sales  of  Bulkley 
it  ('i. All. IN  had  liscM  to  a  million  dollars  per  annum  ;  and 
in  is.M,  iiotu  iilistandingMi-.  Claflin's  strong  anti-slavery 
opinions,  w  liicli  drove  away  some  Southern  trade,  the  sales 
ainoiiiifi'd  to  nearly  five  millions.  Tii  January  of  that  year 
ilie  liiiii  moved  to  Xo.  57  Broadway,  and  in  July  Mr. 
r>i  i.Ki.i.v  letiivd  from  mercantile  life.  Mr.  Claflix  then 
eiiier»-(l  into  a  c(»partnersliip  witli  William  H.  Mellfx 
and  several  juniors,  under  the  style  of  Claflix,  Mellex 
A:  Co.,  and  I  lie  laj.id  progress  of  the  business  continued. 
Small  |>rolits,  a  low  ])er  centage  of  expense,  hard  work, 
and  the  utmost  libei-ality  in  credits,  were  Mr.  Claflix's 
rules,  and  tliev(»lume  of  trade  increased  so  rapidly,  that, 
ill  l^.">:i,  it  was  necessary  to  seek  more  spacious  quarters, 
at  No.  Ill  P.roadway.  Tliere  the  fiim  found  accommoda- 
tions whicii  sulliced  for  some  years  ;  but  in  1859  the  sales 
had  nearly  readied  ten  millions,  and  another  move  had 
to  l)e  con^idei-ed.  Tiien  the  great  warehouse  on  Church 
and  Worth  Stivets  and  West  Broadway  was  built,  and  in 
January,  IM'.I,  the  firm  moved  into  it.  The  change  was 
uiifortiMiately  timed.  In  April  the  war  broke  out;  a  con. 
siderable  ]>ortion  of  the  assets  of  Claflix,  Mellex  &  Co. 
was  rut  oir,  or  locked  up  in  Southern  accounts,  and  their 
recently  increased  liabilities  could  not  be  met  at  maturity. 
This  was  an  almost  crushing  disappointment  to  Mr. 
Clafi.in  :  but  when  the  creditors  determined  that  his  firm 
could  pay  no  more  than  seventy  cents  on  the  dollar,  and 
that  per  centage  on  long  time,  he  made  the  best  of  the 
situation,  gave  compromise  notes  to  all  who  would  accept 
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ili-'Mi.  ltoiiL:lit  up  outstanding  claims  for  cash  through  the 
lielp  of  frit^nds.  and  soon  Avas  vigoronsly  at  work  again, 
(letiTMiined  eventually  to  i)ay  his  debts  in  full.  Once  more 
lie  prospered.  'IMie  extension  notes  were  speedily  paid, 
an<l.  before  it  seemed  possible  that  it  could  be  accom- 
]»li>-lnMl.  lie  bad  accuiuulated  a  sufficient  surjilus  to  send  a 
rlit'ck  for  tli<'  ihiity  ])er  cent,  -which  had  been  deducted  in 
settlement,  witli  full  interest  on  every  dollar  deferred, 
TIm'U  lie  sought  oil  I  nil  who  had  refused  to  accept  conipro- 
miM'  notes,  but  had  sold  llieir  claims  for  cash,  and  to  each 
of  iImmu  lie  made  good  all  their  loss,  both  of  principal  and 
inttMcst  ;  so  that  no  creditor  of  Claflin,  Mellen  &  Co, 
lin:dly  received  less  than  dollar  for  dollar,  with  full  interest 
to  tin-  !;i>t  ei'iit.  The  ])usiness  now  increased  more  rapidly 
tii:in  ever  before.  It  was  a  time  of  excitement  and  of  en- 
itMjtrise,  and  no  undertaking  was  too  great  for  Mr.  Claflij^. 
Sellers  of  niercliandise  knew  that  no  lot  could  be  too  large 
for  him  to  buy,  and  they  found  out,  also,  that  whatever 
li*'  bouirht  was  sure  to  be  sold  quickly  and  completely. 
J  lis  ability  to  dispose  successfully  of  the  greatest  accumu- 
lations (»f  goods  withcmt  demoralizing  the  market,  and  his 
]M'rsonal  ]»opularity,  gave  liis  firm  advantages  which  made 
it  .•■•e^ily  outstri])  all  competitors  in  volume  of  trade.  Mr. 
Mii.i.KN  retired  .m  tli.-  1st  of  Januar}',  1864,  and  at  that 
liuK'  tilt'  s:ih's  were  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars  per 
annuni.  Th.*  style  of  the  hrm  was  then  changed  to  H.  B. 
Ci.AKi.iN  «.\:  Co.,  :ind  the  business  still  increased, 

Subs.vpirntly,  in  one  year  the  sales  of  the  Claflin  house 
reach. -d  ih.'  enormous  total  of  seventy-two  millions  of 
dollars.  an<l  it  is  said  that  its  sales  for  a  single  day 
amounied  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars, 

liis  generosity  to  his  associates,  most  of  whom  had  re- 
tired with  large  fortunes,  and  liis  helpfulness  to  many 
youn:,^  ineichints  throughout  the  country,  occasioned  him 
th'^  distress  ..f  t-mp  ,iaiy  enihaiiassment  in  the  great  panic 
"f  ^^'■'-  III  did  iK.i  g.-t  needed  accommodation  then  in 
places  when,  he  thought  he  could  rely  upon  liberal  dis- 
count.s,  an<l  he  uas  comj.elled  to  ask  a  short  indulgence  on 
(•l.en  accounts  fi(. in  tlie  liirn's  creditors,  to  afford  time  for 
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tlie  r-on version  of  assets  into  money.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  iK'gotiiite  large  amounts  of  the  choicest  of  bills  receivable 
at  any  rate  of  disrount,  he  made  sweeping  reductions  in 
the  III  rirs  stock  of  merchandise,  and  sold  immense  amounts 
I'oi-  cash  at  a.  great  sacrifice,  nntil  the  notes  given  in  exten- 
sion of  ((pen  accounts  were  taken  np  long  before  matinitv, 
and  the  ci-edit  of  the  lionse  was  comx>letely  restored.  In 
this  panic  the  direct  liabilities  of  H.  B.  CLAFLm  &  Co. 
were  veiy  great,  and  the  contingent  liabilities mucli greater  ; 
but  every  note  that  bore  their  indorsement  was  paid  at 
niatnrity,  and  (»idy  a  portion  of  the  open  accounts  were 
delayed  in  setth^ment  some  ninety  days.  The  gathering 
togeihei- :ind  successful  consolidation  of  the  vast  business 
aftei-  the  severe  shock  of  1878  was  not  the  least  of  Mr. 
( 'i.Ai  i.in's  acliievements.  A  remarkable  exemplification  of 
willingFH'ss  to  overlook  injuries  was  shown  at  this  time. 
While  he  was  most  depi'essed  by  the  great  losses  he  was 
(naUiti<j,  the  wife  of  a  man  who  had  outrageously  imposed 
ii|M.ii  his  former  fiiendship  by  fraudulently  converting 
funds  ijit rusted  to  him,  called  upon  Mr.  Claflin,  told  him 
that  sh*'  and  lier  family  would  lose  their  home  unless  she 
coidd  raise  seveial  thcuisand  dollars,  and  asked  to  loan  her 
the  amount  she  needed.  lie  disliked  the  woman,  but  he 
piti.'.l  her,  and.  after  some  reflection,  he  handed  her  a 
«'heck  for  the  money  she  needed,  although  he  knew  that  il^ 
wouhl  i^robably  never  be  repaid,  and  it  woidd  benefit  a  man 
wJK.  had  pia<'tically  robbed  him  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  (b.Uars.  After  *1874,  Mr.  Claflix  slightly  relaxed  his 
attention  to  business,  and,  although  still  a  regular  occu- 
pant <d"  hiscfru-e,  he  distributed  some  of  his  work  among 

his  associates. 

In  bS77  he  went  to  Europe  for  a  short  pleasure  trip,  and 
on  liis  return,  as  he  stepped  ashore,  lie  said  to  one  of  his 
sons  :  -  Il(»w  glad  I  am  to  be  back."  "Didn't  you  enjoy 
the  tripr'  "  O,  ves,  very  much,"  he  replied  ;  "  but  I 
should  liave  had  tw'ice  as  good  a  time  if  I  had  stayed  at 
home."  This  was  characteristic.  Home  was  full  of  joy  to 
him,  and  he  nuule  it  glad  to  all  his  household.  Few  men 
have  been  so  happv.     His  habits  were  of  the  simplest,  his 
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lii-:iltli  w:i^  ]iri-fect,  and  lie  was  continnally  doing  good  and 
spreading  cheer  wlierever  he  went.  There  seemed  no  limit 
!..  his  benevolence.  His  hand  was  always  open,  and  it  was 
:i  i>le:isiire  to  him  to  give.  The  poor  were  as  welcome  to 
liim  as  the  rich,  and  were  treated  with  equal  consideration. 
lie  was  deeply  interested  in  the  prevention  of  cruelty 
to  animals,  andhe  gave  IIknuv  Beugk  great  encourage- 
ment in  the  <ai-1y  stages  of  his  noble  w^ork,  when  it  was 
meeting  with  liiile  public  appreciation.  Indeed,  he  en- 
couraged every  earnest  worker  in  any  humane  cause.  Al- 
though sparkling  witli  humor,  yet  he  was  tilled  with  the 
deepest  and  most  helpfid  sympathy  for  all  in  suffering  or 
in  troubl.'.  Those  who  saw  him  casually  never  failed  to 
be  im]»ressed  l»y  Ids  bright  personality,  and  those  who 
knew  him  iniiiniiti'ly  a[)preciated  the  depth  as  well  as  the 
biilMancy  (.f  his  nature.  The  Rev.  Hexry  Waud  Beeciier, 
wiio  knew  till'  value  of  liis  friendship,  testified: 

'•  lb-  has  l)een  lo  me  a  refuge,  and  more  than  ever  he  or 
his  own  knew,  I  have  been  strengthened  by  him  in  days  that 
wen*  weary  and  burdened.  Ills  face  was  never  clouded, 
and  nevei-  tniiK'd  from  me — no,  not  for  a  moment." 

And  in  a  memoi-ial  sermon  the  great  preacher  said  :  "  His 
clieerfidness  was  umpienchable.  He  was  like  a  bright 
lire,  that  sends  out  tlame  and  spark  and  warmth,  not 
bec.iuse  it  is  i.)ld  to,  but  because  it  cannot  help  itself. 
liis  tli<mghts  rusiieil  forth  in  endless  streams  like  the 
shining  rays  of  a  lam]>.  Uis  head  seemed  to  be  a  globe  of 
]:imb<'iii  Ihiiiie.  |"'iill  of  merriment,  cpiips  and  jests  iutinite, 
he  Ijiing  (iir  ins  iMiiling  and  jocose  spirits  like  sparks  from 
an  umpiencliablti  brand  and  this,  too,  without  regard  to 
wind  or  weather,  winieror  Miiiimer,  prosperity  or  adversity. 
Wh»-(h»'i-  in  ti-oulde  of  oiir  kind  or  another,  he  tlamed  still 
about  the  same.  Indeed,  I  have  sometimes  thought  that 
it  to(»k  tin-  iiird  knocks  of  adversity  to  bring  out  all  the 
lire  fnun  t  Im- Hint  that  wasiii  liim.  Yet  he  was  not  a  jester  ; 
he  was  not  a  mere  sport-loving  man.  At  hours  of  quiet  no 
man  surpassed  him  in  sobriety,  in  thoughtfulness,  in  out- 
reaching  (piestiMiis  with  regard  to  destiny  and  life  and  im- 
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irir»ri[ilily.  Sobriety  of  judgment,  serious  and  conscientious 
views  of  lif»*,  ^vere  fundamental  witli  Ijim.  To  the  end 
of  liis  days,  wliatever  might  liave  been  the  outward  play 
and  coruscation,  the  jest  and  Ijanter,  at  the  bottom  of  ail 
was  a  sincei-e  l^elief  in  truth,  in  honor,  in  purity,  in 
loyalty.  >foral  quality  was  everything  with  him.  To 
I  lie  «'ii(l  oi  liis  life  the  inner  stream  of  religious  sensi- 
bility widened  and  deepened  in  him.  In  this,  as  in  nil  liis 
laig«*  ))enevolence,  he  shrank  from  publicity.  In  his  very 
iialur*'  ht'  abhorred  ostentation  ;  and  to  him  pretence,  Avith 
all  falscuess  and  hypocrisy,  was  an  unforgivable  sin.  His 
frirudsliips  were  deep.  He  was  loyal  to  them  with  a  disin- 
Icrcstrduess  seldom  seen  in  men,  seldom  even  in  wompu, 
whosuipass  men  in  loyjilty  of  undying  love.  For  those  that 
wer<'  liis  friends  iiolliing  was  too  much.  Again  and  again 
lie  jx'rik'd  everything  that  he  owned,  to  rescne  a  friend  from 
ilaimcr.  At  one  time^I  will  mention  no  circumstance  that 
shall  point  t<'  I  he  event  except  the  fact— he  made  himself 
resjionsible  for  a  million  dollars  to  save  a  neighbor  from 
bankrujitcy  ;  and  that  at  a  time  when  his  own  affairs  re- 
(piiivd  til.'  most  searching  care.  A  quarter  of  a  million,  a 
hair  million— wliat  were  they  to  him?  He  pledged  them, 
he  (•ll'ered  them,  with  the  freedom  with  which  one  would 
give  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  a  child  of  those  whom  he 
loved  ;  and  not  to  kindred  alone,  not  to  his  own,  but  to 
neighbors  and  friends.  He  grew^  gentle  and  tender  where 
men  are  apt  to  become  suspicious  and  cynical." 

It  was  lifting  that  this  joyous  spirit  should  walk  through 
the  valley  of  death  without  pain.  On  Thursday,  the  12th 
of  November,  1885,  he  suddenly  became  nnconscious,  and 
never  spoke  afterwards.  On  the  following  day  he  seemed 
to  reirain  partial  consciousness  ;  but  a  pronounced  effu- 
sion of  blood  in  the  brain  ensued,  and  on  Saturday,  the 
Hth  of  November,  he  peacefully  breathed  his  last,  in  his 
citv  home  on  Brooklyn  Heights.  Rarely  has  a  private 
citizen  been  mourned  more  widely.  His  name  was  known 
in  nearly  every  city  and  town  in  the  United  States,  and 
hundreds  of  eulogies  of  him  appeared  in  the  public  press. 
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JEREMIAH    MILBANK. 

.Ikiikmiah  MiLHANK  was  born  in  this  City,  April  18th, 
THIS  was  cdncated  in  its  schools,  and  remained  until  his 
deatii  a  l..val  and  devoted  citizen  of  New- York.  Formany 
years  W  was  engaged  in  a  large  business  which  gave  luni 
the  rewards  wliirli  belong  to  wise  forethought  and  diligence 
and  g()():l  judixnient.  When  he  retired  from  it  he  still 
fiirihrr  proved  his  capacity  in  the  larger  enterprises  which 
»Migair«'d  his  atr«Mition,  and  soon  after  became  a  Director  in 
th^riiicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway  Company, 
wlwns  as  on(^  of  the  Executive  Committee,  he  served  with 
conspicuous  ability  in  the  nuinagement  and  development 
of  its  property.  In  the  memorial  records  of  that  Company 
it  is  written  of  him  :  '*  He  was  always  faithful,  earnest  and 
devoted  in  the  discharge  of  his  trust  as  Director,  and  his 
:i(lvic(*  an<l  counsel  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
alfairs  of  llic  Company  were  wise  and  prudent,  and  highly 
ai.pi-.'«'iated  by  his  associates."  Rochester  University  ac- 
knowledged his  "great  liberality"  in  contributing  to  its 
••ndowmnnt  ;  the  town  in  Dakota  bearing  his  name  was  en- 
riched liy  a  church  andaTublic  Lilmiry,  which  were  his  ow^n 
gifts  ;  and  the  Madison  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  of  this  City, 
in  wiiich  he  was  a  conimuiiicant,  uttered  this  testimony  by 
the  lips  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  D.  W.  Bridgman,  the 
jiastor  :  "  .\  strong  iiiiin  litis  fallen  who  was  well  worthy  of 
all  the  trust  and  liMiior  we  gave  him.  Wise,  devout,  gene- 
rous, how  can  we  speak  of  liini,  how  can  we  think  of  what 
lie  was  to  us,  without  a  sense  of  the  mystery  of  his 
•  h'.-iih  r 

Mr.  .Mil. HANK  had  breadth  of  mind.  He  swept  a  broad 
hoii/.(.n.  In  th<'  srtl lenient  of  his  i^lans  he  arranged  for 
coniingenci«'>>  whidi  a,  smaller  mind  would  never  have 
thought  of.  h  u:is  this  mental  reach,  this  ability  to  take  in 
the  whole  li'ld  of  :i(tion.  with  all  the  dilliculties  he  would 
liave  tcM'iicouniei-.  w  hi(  li  la  vat  the  foundation  of  the  fortune 
he  HO  steadily  and  anqdy  built  up.  He  was  broad  minded 
and  practical.     In  addition  to  this,  there  was  a  conscien- 
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tioiisFM'ss  wliicli  gave  such  a  strength  and  dignity  to  his 
d:iily  lif^^  as  attracted  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-men. 
'I'nisty  is  til.'  word  tliat  supremely  befitted  him.  He  never 
.sri):ii-;il«'(|  liiirist'ir  from  tliose  who  confided  in  his  wisdom 
iiM<l  iioU(.i-.  l[>i  guarded  their  interest;  and  so  did  he 
in.'iiiitaiii  his  integrity  under  all  circumstances  ;  that  it  was 
said  of  hiui  '"  if  he  could  have  made  a  million  dollars  by 
;i  si  ugh'  Met  of  dishonesty,  he  would  have  scorned  the 
tciuplnticu."  Such  men  constitute  the  true  glory  of  the 
romuiuuily  :iud  of  the  State,  and  not  only  because  of  their 
uicrMbcrsiiii)  in  the  Chnm])er  of  Commerce,  but  because  of 
their  fxciiiphiry  worth,  tlicir  portraits  are  hung  on  the 
walls  (if  I  111-  Clinmber. 

Mr.   Mii.itANK  died   in   this  City,  June  1st.  1884,  in  the 
sixty-scventii  year  of  his  age. 


JOHN    BROOME. 

JojiN  I'unnMi:,  uiutli  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
lucrcf,  iMcrcliant  and  statesman,  was  born  in  this  country 
in  l7;iS,  of  English  i)arentnge.  His  mother  was  of  the  old 
Huguenot  raniily  of  Latoukette.  Although  he  studied 
law  with  Governor  Livingston  of  New-Jersey,  in  order  to 
tit  himself  for  the  bar,  he  was  induced  by  an  elder  brother 
to  enter  coininercial  life,  and  before  the  Revolution  he  and 
this  1. lot  her,  Samuel,  commenced  as  importers  of  mer- 
chandise. Subsequently  John  Buoome  carried  on  business 
on  his  own  account,  and  soon  established  a  high  reputation 
as  a  nieivhant,  and  acquired  considerable  Avealth.  Before 
the  comuiencement  of  the  war  Mr.  Bkoome  married  a  Miss 
l>i.oM».  ,,f  Lloyd's  Neck,  L.  I.  During  the  Revolution  Mr. 
BuooMK  was  a'pronounced  Whig,  and  stood  loyally  by  his 
ciuintry  through  the  whole  of  the  iryingscenes  of  that  period. 

Like  many  of  the  Whig  merchants  of  that  day,  he  aban- 
doned his  business  and  residence  in  New- York  while  the 
City  remained  under  British  occupation,  and  removing  to 
Connecticut  he  devoted  his  means  and  energy  to  fitting  out 
15 
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jirivaiccrs  for  the  destruction  of  British  commerce.  He 
rrtunied  to  New- York  when  peace  was  restored,  and  it  is 
recorded  of  him,  to  his  great  credit  and  good  name,  that  he 
was  among  tliose  citizens  who,  after  the  close  of  hostilities, 
paid  ill  lull,  principal  and  interest,  the  debts  he  contracted 
in  England  during  the  war,  Avhen  many  regarded  such  debts 
as  abrogated  by  that  war.  Mr.  Broome  held  several  public 
offices,  and  his  abilities  and  character  seem  to  have  been 
gcnoally  recognized.  In  1775  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  in  1776  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  and  of  the  Constitutional  Convention 

1  /  /  /. 

He  was  elected  President  of  the  Chamber  May  3d,  1785, 
continuing  in  the  office  until  May  6th,  1794,  and  was 
one  of  the  re-incorjwrators  of  the  Chamber  under  the  Act 
liassed  by  the  Legislature  April  13th,  1784.  He  was  for 
several  years  an  Alderman  of  New- York  when  that  office 
was  consid^'ivd  one  of  honor  and  resiDonsibility,  and  in 
ns4  was  appointed  City  Treasurer.  He  was  President  of 
tlx'  New- York  Insurance  Company,  the  first  institution  of 
iIk'  kind  incorporated  by  the  State.  In  1800  he  was  cliosen 
a  member  of  Assembly  from  this  City,  and,  with  his  col- 
leagues, General  Horatio  Gates,  Hexry  Rutgers  and 
Gi;oi;<iK  Clinton,  contributed  to  the  election  of  Thomas 
.h:iEi:i:soN  to  the  Pi-esidency.  In  1801  he  was  appointed 
one  of  iIm-  Commissioners  of  Bankruptcy,  under  the  Act  of 
17US.  in  1804  he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor,  and 
held  that  office  u].  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  (liisCiiy  on  August  8th,  1810. 

.b»iiN  Jii;o,,M  i;  ^\;|s  in  many  respects  a  remarkable  man. 
II"  iiiKiueslionably  wielded  u-ieat  infiuence  in  his  day.  Of 
upriglii  cjiaracler  and  mai-ked  ability,  he  possessed  the 
ccjnlidence  of  jijs  cftimi  rynien. 

"Mr.  JiiKKKMKs  Ijle,  career  and  character,"  writes  Dr. 
CiiAUi.Ks  Kino,  "are  among  those  which  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  may  refer  to  with  pride,  as  of  one  belonging 
for  many  years  to  their  honored  Association." 
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ROBERT    H.    McCURDY. 

lioi;i.i:T  II.  M.Cr-nnvwas  born  at  Lyme,  Counecticut, 
April  Mill,  l.s(»().  Jlis  family  was  one  of  the  best  known 
in  Ihal.  Stal«',  Ills  ;;rand father  having  been  a  prominent 
riicicliant  fli<'iv  long  an((^rior  to  the  Revolution.  He  was 
lill«'(|  lo.-iii.T  (he  Sophomore  Class  of  Yale  College,  and 
IiikI  «|.'i.Tmiii<-«l  to  become  a  lawyer,  l)ut  an  elder  brother 
having  <'l<TtiM|  tlmt  profession,  he  was  induced  to  abandon 
his  design. 

Mr.  ,\l«  ( 'ri:i»v  :ii'i-ived  in  Xew-York  just  before  the  close 
of  the  Hcrdiid  \\;ir  with  Phigland,  and  entered  the  employ 
of  .Mr.  Lo«  KwnoM,  at  that  time  a  prominent  dry  goods 
nifichaiil,  who  was  in  business  in  Whitehall  Street. 
AiiKMig  his  fellow  clerks  in  Mi-.  Lockwood's  employ  was 
the  late  Hi:i;m\\  D.  Alihiich,  with  whom  he  formed  a 
stroiiii;  friendship,  afterwards  augmented  by  a  business 
copaitnership,  which  continued  until  the  close  of  his  life. 

So  highly  was  Mr.  McCyUUDY's  capacity  esteemed  that 
in  IS-JO  Mr.  Lot  kwook.  hnding  himself  overstocked  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  sent  him,  although  still  under  age, 
with  M  sclhM.ner  Io.k!  of  goods  to  open  a  store  at  Pe- 
tersburg, \iiginia.  The  enterprise  j)roved  a  success  under 
Mr.  M(  ('riiDv's  management,  and  he  remained  South 
for  several  ensuing  years. 

About  the  year  lS-28  he  returned  to  this  City,  and,  with 
his  former  fellow-clerk,  Mr.  Aldkich,  formed  the  copart- 
nei\ship  of  Mc  ('ri:i>v  «.\:  Aldkich,  and  entered  upon  the 
inijiorting  and  jobbing  of  dry  goods  in  Maiden  Lane.  The 
lii-in  soon  occupied  a  prominent  i)Ositiou  in  that  trade. 
In  ISfo  the  late  WiLLiA.AE  Spexceii  was  admitted  to  the 
linn,  which  tlu'ii  became  known  as  McCurdy,  Aldkich  & 
SpKXcEK,  an.l  soon  after  the  house  abandoned  its  jobbing 
and  importing  business  and  became  exclusively  wholesale, 
selling  the  products  of  many  of  the  largest  mills  of  the 
country,  including  those  at  Fall  River,  Mass. 

In  IS.")?  Mr.  McCuKDY  retired  from  business.     Each  of 
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tlu'  paiuiers  liiul  amassed  a  handsome  competence,  and  tlie 
business  of  the  hrm  was  soki  to  Low,  Hakkiman  &  Co. 

In  1858  Mr.  McCriJDY  was  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Member  of  Congress  from  this  City,  but  was  defeated  by 
his  ()p]>onent,  John  Cociiuane. 

Mr.  McCuiJDY  rendered  conspicuous  service  to  the  Gov- 
eiiim.Mii  .luiiug  the  War  of  tlie  Rebellion.     At  the  outset 
(.f  the  agitation  which  followed  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincolis- 
lie  was'exiremely  anxious  to   do  everything  possible   to 
prev.-ui  a  civil  war,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Peace  Con- 
ference which  was  held  in  Washington  to  avoid,  if  possible, 
any  cuTbiv.-.k.     His  knowledge  of  the   South  led  him  to 
liope  l)ut  littlH  fi(.m  the  results  of  this  movement  ;  still  he 
felt   it  his  duty  t(»   try  every  possible  means  to  prevent 
actual  liostility.     Upon  the  entire  failure  of  this  Conference 
he  n4urned  to  this  City,  and  when  the  war  was  opened  by 
I  h<-  liring  on  Fort  Sumter  he  was  among  the  first  to  see  the 
necessity   of  a  combination  of  all  those  in  favor  of   the 
Inion,  regardless  of  past  political  antagonisms.     He  at 
once  called  a  meeting  of  the  leading  citizens  of  New- York 
at  liis  residence,  No.  10  East  Fourteenth  Street,  and  there 
the  measures  were  taken  and  tlie  programme  prepared  for 
tJK*  great  mass  meeting  in  Union  Square,  which  was  the  lirst 
manifestation  of  the  united  sentiment  of  the  City  of  New- 
^  <»rk  upon  the  subje<'t  involved  betw^een  the  two  sections 
of  1  h<*  count ly.     He  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization 
..r  the  Union  Defence  Committee,  and  devoted  his  entire 
timeaii'l  aii<iiii<.ii   I  o  its  work.     He  also  contributed  ma- 
terially Ik. Ill  his  own  resources  in  aiding  the  Government 
to  sujipress  the  relMllion. 

II.-  was  api)ointe<l  a  member  of  the  State  Committee  for 
thf  erection  of  a  monument  on  the  battlefield  of  Gettys- 
l»urg,  Uenn..  and  was  very  largely  interested  in  its  work. 

Mr.  M(  ("i  i:i.v  died  in  this  ('ity  on  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1880,  within  a  I'.-w  days  of  entering  upon  his  eighty-first 
year.  His  business  associate,  Mr.  Aldiuch,  survived  him 
but  a  few  hours.  It  is  seldom  that  such  coincident  circum- 
btances  occur  as  are  presented  in  the  lives  of  these  two 
distinguished  merchants.     Born  in  adjoining  States,  almost 
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Jit  thf!  same  time,  they  commenced  their  life  work  together 
wlif-n  Ijoys  iiiKh-r  the  same  employer,  became  partners  in 
hiisiii.'.ss  as  \v«'ll  as  intimate  friends,  lived  side  by  side  for 
in:iny  yi'jirs,  nnd  finally  died  on  the  same  day  and  of  the 
same  disease.  Over  their  remains  a  dual  funeral  service 
was  ]ieM,  ;ind  botli  were  simultaneously  buried  in  adjoin- 
ing' ])h)ts  in  Greenwood  Cemetery.  It  can  be  truly  said  of 
flierii  tli;it  in  life  they  were  inseparable  and  in  death  were 
not  divided. 

.Mr.  M<  (Jri.'hv  was  not  only  an  upright  merchant,  but 
lie  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  great  business  expe- 
rience, lie  was  connected  with  the  direction  of  many 
<if  the  li'adiiig  linaneial  institutions  of  this  City,  and  was 
one  of  tile  earliest  directors  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
('unipan>.  ajid  for  many  years  was  upon  its  Finance  Com- 
Miillee,  but  nevei-  occupied  any  salaried  office.  He  was  a 
iiiejulier  of  the  ('luiiuber  of  Commerce  from  August  1st, 
I  SCI,  and  in  various  ways  rendered  valuable  public  service 
in  I  his  Association. 


JOHN    CASV/ELL. 


.loiix  C.vswr.i.i,  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children  of 
W'li.i  lAM  and  Mkucy  Bri.oiD  Caswell,  and  was  born  at 
Newport,  K.  1.,  December  Cth,  1797.  He  came  to  New- 
York  ill  thi'  year  1811,  being  fourteen  years  old,  and 
eniered  ujxui  his  life  work  as  a  clerk  with  his  uncle, 
KoitKirr  Hri.oio,  whose  store  was  on  Broadway,  between 
Maiden  Lane  and  Fulton  Street.  In  1820  the  business  was 
moved  txi  Front  Street,  near  Burling  Slip,  and  was  con- 
ducted under  the  hrni  name  of  Buloid  &  Fixcn.  Upon 
the  death  of  ^iv.  Finch,  in  1822,  Jonx  Caswell  was 
tak(Mi  into  partnership  by  his  uncle,  and  the  name  of  the 
lirm  became  Buloid  &  Caswell.  After  the  lapse  of 
several  years,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Buloid,  Mr. 
Caswkll  carried  on  the  business  in  his  own  name  ;  but 
soon,  having  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Solo- 
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T\rox  T.  Caswell,  and  other  gentlemen,  establislied  the 
house  of  JoHX  Caswell  &  Co.  about  1836,  which  was 
successfully  carried  on  at  No.  87  Front  Street,  until  his 

death. 

By  his  industry  and  assiduity  he  acquired  a  considerable 
fortune,  and  obtained  an  unblemished  reputation  for  integ- 
rity, sound  judgment  and  decisive  action,  while  the  firm  of 
.b.'iix  Caswell  &  Co.  became  one  of  the  representative 
business  houses  in  the  China  trade. 

Ill  the  words  of  one  of  his  former  partners,  his  character- 
istics as  a  business  man  are  thus  described  : 

"  Joiix  Caswell  was  a  modest,  retiring  gentleman,  very 
diflident,  not  disposed  to  put  himself  forward  in  anything, 
but  he  was  an  eminently  sagacious  man,  shrewd  and  keen 
iu  his  judgment  of  men  and  their  motives.  He  was  seldom 
deceived,  although  he  never  refused  credit  to  an  honest, 
industrious  man  who  knew  his  business  well.  He  had 
many  of  the  characteristics  of  a  truly  great  merchant. 
Never  hastily  adopting  an  opinion  until  it  was  thoroughly 
investigated,  he  did  not  readily  change  unless  convinced 
that  he  was  wrong,  and  then  he  was  great  enough  to  admit 
the  error  and  rectify  it.  He  was  distinguished  for  the 
]>r()bity  of  his  character  ;  his  word  was  his  bond  ;  and  in 
an  intercourse  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  with 
him  as  clerk,  partner  and  friend,  I  never  knew  him  to  utter 
a  fals«'hood  or  prevaricate  in  the  slightest  degree."" 

Mr.  Caswell  Avas  an  attendant  at  St.  John's  Chapel, 
then  at  tlie  Church  of  the  Ascension,  afterwards  at  Trinity 
('liapel,  and  was  elected  a  Vestryman  of  Trinity  Church, 
wliich  oliice  he  held  for  many  years  until  his  death. 

lie  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  William 
A.  Muiilkmuoik;,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  and  first 
supjiorters  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  in  this  City,  and  liberally 
aided  very  many  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  the 
Church  with  wiiich  he  was  connected.  Few  of  those  out- 
side of  the  large  circle  who  were  recipients  of  his  bounty, 
or  were  his  chosen  almoners,  know  how  wise  and  discrimi- 
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natiii-  i,ni  :mij,l..  ;n„l  generous  were  liis  daily   cliarities 
.'ill'l  l>«*Iief:irti'>ns. 

^  II.-  vv.-is  (liivrtor  in  th.-  I  Mi<m  Bank,  United  States  Trust 
Conipariy.  Coniiti.-ntal  Fin-  Insurance  Company  and  Second 
National  i;arik,  K.-sidcs  liavin<r  many  otlier  responsibilities 
of  ;i  (i.luriary  nafiuv,  in  all  of  which  he  was  active  and 
consrli-iitiouH  in  lli«-  (iischari:*-  of  his  duties. 

Mr   Ca^wki.l  cli..(|  in  this  City  March  29th,  1871,  in  the 
'-••vrnty  fnurtli  y«*ar  «»f  his  ag«\ 


DANIEL    DRAKE-SMITH. 

I>ANii  I,  lh;\Ki  Smiih  was  born  in  the  City  of  Xew- York 
\u^Mst  'J'.Mli.  isjs.  His  i)att'rnal  ancestors  were  English, 
•  Mil  on  tin-  iiiat«-rnal  side  Huguenots.  One  of  his  an- 
cestors in  this  count rv  was  Joseph  Duaki:,  who  settled  in 
<  >rang»«  County,  in  this  State,  about  1750,  and  the  family 
ilwavM  clit-risht'd  the  tra«lition  that  this  Joseph  Deake 
was  collaterally  related  to  Sir  Fuaxcis  Drake,  the  famous 
navi::atoiof  (^utTU  Ki.i/.Aiunii's  time.  Mr.  Drake-Smith's 
wlloh•bu^in('ss  life,  extending  over  fifty  years,  was  identified 
with  the  uiidei-writing  interest.  He  was  Secretary  of  the 
Atlantic  Insurance  Company,  and  afterwards  President  of 
I  he  Conimercial  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  Avhich  he 
established  in  l8.Vi.  For  many  years  he  w^as  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  afteiwards  President  of  the  New- York  Board  of 
Mai  ine  liideru  riters.  On  his  retirement  from  active  busi- 
ness ill  ISTS)  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Commercial 
Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  had  been  Presi- 
dent fr«)m  the  time  of  its  incorporation,  presented  him  with 
a  lian<lsome  and  valuable  testimonial  as  a  tribute  of  their 
esteem.  His  judgment  upon  questions  of  marine  insurance 
was  generally  regarded  as  sound,  and  his  opinions  were 
frequently  sought  by  those  engaged  in  that  business  in 
this  and  other  cities,  and  in  fact  he  acquired  distinction 
as   one    of    tlu>   most    accomplished  underwriters  of   the 
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country,  while  his  uncompromibing  integrity  and  strict 
fidelity  to  duty  were  prominent  traits  of  his  high  character. 
Mr.  Dhake-Smitii  was  also  a  writer  of  ability  on  economic 
and  political  questions,  possessing  a  clear  and  vigorous 
style,  :nid  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  trans 
lalcd  from  the  Latin  and  published  "Spinoza's  Ethics,-' 
which  was  regarded  by  competent  judges  as  an  excellent 

W(>ll<. 

In  1883  the  Mayor  of  the  City  appointed  Mr.  Drake- 
Smith  a  l^apid  Transit  Commissioner,  and  as  Chairman  of 
the  Commission  he  performed  very  effective  service  for 
the  City. 

lie  will  be  long  remembered  by  the  Sandy  Hook  pilots 
foi-  the  active  and  aggressive  interest  he  took  in  defending 
the  retention  of  the  compulsory  pilotage  system. 

Dining  the  Civil  war  he  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the 
Goveinment,  and  his  voice  was  heard  from  many  platforms 
in  his  country's  interest,  urging  his  fellow  men  to  the  per- 
foimance  of  their  duty  as  patriotic  citizens. 

lie  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  from  May 
Cth,  18/58,  up  to  his  death,  and  took  part  in  the  discussions  on 
most  imi)ortant  puldic  and  commercial  questions,  his  wide 
and  extended  learning  enabling  him  to  throw  much  light 
II I  Kin  intricate  and  controversial  subjects,  which  the  Cham- 
ber w  MS  cjilled  upon  to  consider.  He  also  served  on  several 
(»f  tJM'  Chamber's  Standing  and  Special  Committees.  Mr. 
iJiiAKK-S.MiTii  resided  in  this  City  until  18G3,  when  he 
removed  to  Knglcwood,  N".  J.,  where  he  died  on  February 
81  li,  1887,  in  tlic  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 


JACOB    BARKER. 

Jacoi;  r.  \  i:k  i:i;  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Per- 
kins, S\v;i!i  Island,  in  the  Kennebec  River,  in  the  province, 
now  the  State,  of  Main<%  December  17,  1779.  His  parents 
were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  at  Nantucket,  and 
removed  fi-oin  thence  to  Maine  in  1772.     He  was  a  distant 
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roiisiri.  on  l.oth  th.'  father's  and  mother's  side,  of  Bex.ta- 

MiN  ri.'ANKMx,  uliom  he  greatly  resembled,  in  form  and 

f<-af  iirv.      His  father  died  April  26,  1780,  when  Jacob  was 

al.oiif    n.iir    months   old.     After   the  peace  of  1783,    his 

rri«.tli.-r  retnrn.'d  to  Nantucket,  reaching  there  in  April, 

178."),   where  he  f-njoyed  the  advantages  of  the  excellent 

schools  of  fill'  i.slaiid  till  he  was  in  his  eighteenth  year, 

when,   liU..   most   <>l'  the   enterprising  Nantucket  boys  of 

that  lini.-,  h<-  <-ame  to  New- York  to  seek  Ms  fortune.     He 

entci.d   the  coiintingdiouse  of  Isaac  Hicks,  an  eminent 

N«'\N-Yoik   f«>m mission  merchant,  in   1797.     He  remained 

with  My.  IIkks,  greatly  to  their  mutual  satisfaction,  until 

llio   clostMif  ISdO,  when  he  entered  into  partnership  witli 

.loiiN  n.MM)  and  .loNAsMiNTUKXas  commission  merchants. 

IIh  was  only  twenty-one  years  of  age,  full  of  energy,  and 

of  gicaf  jiliysiral  courage  and  enterprise,  and  he  soon  took 

the  ulioh'  business  upon  his  own  shoulders  and  combined 

a  shij»ping  business  with  it ;  a  year  later  he  was  the  owner 

of  four  ships  and  a  brig. 

I  !••  was  a  tireless  worker,  and  before  the  war  of  1812  was 
dechirrd,  li»'  had  become  a  thorough  student  of  political 
economy,  an  attorney  at  law,  a  banker,  a  State  Senator, 
and  the  largest  ship-owner  in  the  United  States,  except 
AN'ii.i  I  \M  (Ji:.\Y,  of  Boston  and  Salem.  Hisshij^s  traversed 
every  sea.  lie  established  a  house  in  Liverpool,  and  his 
business  connections  with  most  of  the  European  States  were 
very  extensive  :  with  Kussia,  especially,  he  had  established 
a  v.'ry  large  trade.  His  transactions,  in  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  sliii)s.  wiih  foreign  governments,  were  of  immense 
extent,  and  were  almost  all  made  with  their  Admiralty 
ollicers.  He  also  took  contracts  with  our  own  Government, 
sui)plying  our  light-houses  with  oil,  when  Mr.  Gtallatix 
was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  When  Robert Fultox  was 
building  his  first  steamboat,  Mr.  Baekee  imported  for 
bini.  at  his  own  risk  and  on  his  own  account,  the  tiist 
marine  steam  engine  brought  into  this  country,  and  held  it 
for  him.  until  lie  could  raise  the  necessary  funds  to  pay 

for  it. 

While  he  was  State  Senator,  the  Senate,  under  the  old 
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Constitution,  sfit  as  a  Court  of  Errors  ;  Mr.  Barker  de- 
livered an  opinion  in  an  insurance  case,  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Chancellor  Kext,  and  his  opinion  was  sustained  by  the 
(,'onrt.  He  was  so  thorough  a  student  of  the  laws  and 
piiiiriples  of  trade,  commerce  and  finance,  in  their  relations 
t«»  tin-  policj-  of  the  Government,  that  he  became  an  ardent 
]H.litician  niid  ])olitiral  leader,  and  carried  all  the  zeal  of 
his  earnest  and  restless  nature  into  his  political  life.  He 
fspoused  the  cause  of  Jeffkusox,  advocating  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana,  and  subsequently  defending  the  Embargo 
and  Non-inipoi-tation  Acts,  though  he  was  convinced,  that 
with  liis  extended  commercial  and  shipping  business,  the 
immcdiiitr  lesult  to  him  would  be  great  and  heavy  losses. 
11. •  was  too  patriotic  to  let  this  certainty  outweigh  the  con- 
viction tliat  his  country  would  be  benefited  by  a  firm 
resistance  to  the  ('iicroachments  of  Great  Britain  and 
Fiance  on  lier  commerce.  He  at  first  opposed  the  war  of 
1S|:2,  but  wlien  it  was  declared,  he  supported  Mr.  Madi- 
son's war  ])o]icy.  liis  shix)s  Avere  all  captured  during  the 
wMi- ;  but  liis  [(ntune  was  still  ample,  and  in  1813,  finding 
the  (fovernment  distressed  for  funds,  he  obtained  subscrip- 
tions foi-  two  million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  sub- 
scri!)iiig  onehundi'ed  thousand  dollars  on  his  own  account ; 
.'iiid  the  next  vear,  learning  that  the  ten  million  loan 
advertised  found  lew  or  no  takers,  with  his  subscription 
and  his  olhi-r  iinnngements  to  the  same  effect,  he  was  pre- 
jiai-ed  to  olVer  to  the  Ti'easury  an  additional  loan  of  five 
million  dolhirs  more,  to  sustain  its  credit. 

Aftei-  I  Ik;  battle  of  ]5l;idensburg,  at  the  request  of  Presi- 
dent Maihson's  wife,  Ml-.  Baukfh  and  Robert  G.  L.  Be 
I*i.vsii;i:  took  from  the  President's  house  the  original  x:)or- 
tniii  of  WAsiiiNwrrox,  by  Stuart,  to  preserve  it  from 
being  seized  by  ihc  British.  Tiiey  fell  in  with  the  train  of 
l!)e  Ameiir.iii  ;ii-iiiy,  then  retreating  from  Washington, 
and  cduiiiiii- I  wiih  it  till  nightfall,  when  they  stopped 
at  a  farmhiMist'  ii  -iir  ih;^  banks  of  the  Tiber,  passed  the 
night,  :iMd  (le]i()sited  the  jjortiait  there  for  safe-keeping. 
After  the  war  was  over,  Mi'.  Baiikeu  returned  to  the  farm- 
hous?,  and,  re-clainiinu'-  the   picture,   returned   it   to  Mrs. 
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Madison,  who  placed  it  in  tlie  new  Wliite  House,  as  soon 
as  ir  was  re  hiiilt,  wiieie  it  remains  to  tliis  day. 

.\ri--r  the  war  lie  established  the  f/)i?07i  newspaper,  to 
advocat(;  the  election  of  De  Witt  Clinton.  He  founded  the 
Kxchaii;,^*'  ]?aiikin  this  City  in  1815,  and  became  largely  con- 
ccrrxMl  in  stocks.  JTc  was  again  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  there,  was  among  the  first  to  advocate  the  construction  of 
the  Erie  Canal,  ;is  well  as  other  measures  proposed  by  Gov- 
ernor Cmntox.  He  continued  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
jxdiiics,  and  in  1S;2()  was  the  first  man  to  nominate  Andkew 
.lArKS(»\  l'(.r  the  Presidency.  He  sustained  him,  also,  in 
1824  and  in  ]><'2^.  In  18:^4  he  removed  to  New- Orleans,  wdiere 
lie  again  engaged  in  banking,  and,  being  admitted  to  the 
Louisiana  b:ii-,  speedily  became  a  political  leader  there, 
but.  iriK'  to  his  early  training  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  he 
woiihl  neither  hohl  slaves  nor  support  slavery.  This  bold 
and  fearless  .stand  undonbtedlv  diminished  his  fortune, 
1)11 1  he  never  wavered  in  his  position.  He  was  an  old  man 
(eiiiht  v-two  veai's  of  age)  when  the  Civil  War  commenced, 
but  though  remaining  in  New-Orleans,  he  opposed  the  Ke- 
bellion.  In  bSOo  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  that 
city,  I'll  I.  (.wing  to  the  Reconstruction  difficulties,  was  not 
l)ermitted  to  take  his  s»'at.  In  1807,  with  his  great  fortune 
lost  from  tlie  vicissitudes  of  the  war,  he  removed  to  the 
h. 'III.,  of  his  son,  Ajuiaiiam  Baiikee,  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  tlied  December  26,  1871,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years. 


ALFRED    S.    BARNES. 

Ai.i  rj:i>  Smith  Bakxes  was  born  in  New-Haven,  Conn., 
January  28tli,  1817.  His  father  was  the  proprietor  of  an 
inn  located  in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as  Barnesville, 
and  was  a  mtin  of  probity  and  Christian  character.  His 
mother  was  a  Mounis,  of  Huguenot  descent,  for  whom  her 
son,  Ai.FUEi\  always  cherished  the  tenderest  recollections, 
as  it  seemed  to  be  her  life  work  to  guide  her  children  with 
love  in  all  the  Christian  graces.     Owing  to  a  large  family, 
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Alfukm  wns  sent  away  to  a  boarding  school  at  nine  years 
of  ag<\  and  there  received  his  rndimental  education.  Upon 
the  death  <A'  liis  father,  in  1827,  he  returned  home  and 
remained  Avitli  his  mother  several  years,  when  he  was 
placed  iind<n'  tlie  care  of  an  nncle  living  near  Hartford. 
ITcn-  h.'  united  farming  and  schooling,  but  soon  became 
restless  to  enter  a  business.  His  nncle  endeavored  to 
int«^rost  him  in  tlie  shoe-making  trade,  but,  not  having  a 
last*'  for  tilt'  (»c(iii>ntion,  he  shrunk  from  it,  and  aspired  to 
a  jjosilion  in  a  book  store.  In  1831  the  Avay  was  opened  to 
him  to  enter  the  book  store  of  D.  F.  Robinsox  &  Co.,  of 
Hartford,  as  errand  boy,  and  v/ith  all  the  enthusiasm  of 
liis  natuH'  he  entered  u[)on  his  duties  there,  at  thirty 
dollars  i»er  year,  with  a  home  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Robin- 
son' included.  The  linn  removed  to  New- York  in  1835, 
and  \\\rvo  he  completed  his  clerkship. 

In  l>:!s  Mr.  l^AiiNKS,  then  a  young  man  of  twenty-one, 
became  acrjnainted  Avith  Professor  Ciiakles  Davies,  the 
mailicmatician.  and  the  i-esult  was  a  copartnership  under 
the  linn  nam<'  (d"  A.  S.  Bakxes  &  Co.,  for  the  puldication 
of  the  hitter's  books.  They  removed  to  Hartford  and 
(^(pened  business  in  a  store  about  fifteen  by  twenty  feet. 
I'i'ofessor  Davies  furnished  the  material  for  the  books, 
and  Mr.  ISmjnes  })ul)lished  and  went  about  introducing 
tile  same  inio  tlu»  schools  of  the  country,  so  far  as  the  trav- 
elling facilities  of  Hint  day  permitted.  Professor  Daa^ies 
rcm.-iiin'd  a  ])ai-iner  till  1848,  and  was  succeeded  by  Edmund 
huif.iri.  who  continued  oidy  a  year  or  tw^o,  and  was  in 
111!  II  succeeded  by  IIenky  L.  Burk,  a brotlier-iu-law  of  Mr. 
IWnM-s,  who  i-em:iin(^d  a  i)arrner  till  his  death  in  1SG5, 
since  which  iini<-  Mi-.  P,\  i:\  i:s'  live  sons  and  a  nephew  have 
successively  bfcii  admiiLedto  the  lirni,  and  now  carry  on 
the  business. 

'"  b^l"  111"'  liiiii  ol"  A.  S.  Barnes  &  Co.  removed  to 
Philadelphia,  and,  all.-i'  four  years,  removed  again  to  New- 
^-||k,  \\ji..|<'  it  has  since  remained.  Mr.  Barnes  gave 
miliring  attention  1m  ih,.  alVaiis  of  the  business  for  over 
lifly  years,  and  his  wise  jndmneiit  in  all  matters  pertaining 
thereto  was  one  of  the  <liicr  factors  in  its  success.     The  list 
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of  piiblifations  lias  been  mainly  school  books,  (although 
some  (li^'ression  in  other  lines  has  been  permitted,  bnt  only 
irifideiitally,)  and  embraces  now  over  eleven  hundred  titles. 
T\n'  scliools  of  several  generations  are  familiar  Avith  the 
linn's  imprint,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  recall  the 
names  <>i  the  more  popular  books.  Davies'  Mathematics 
liave  brcn  more  widely  used,  probably,  than  any  other 
scries  extant,  the  aggi-egate  sale  of  the  series  to  date  having 
been  at  least  ten  million  copies  ;  a  safe  estimate  of  the  total 
(Hil-pnt  of  the  lioiise  to  date  would  be  at  least  seventy-five 
million  copies.  Mr.  BarxeswouW  never  permit  amunvor- 
tli\  i-ublication  to  emanate  from  his  house,  nor  would  he 
employ  a  man  who  did  not  impress  him  by  an  upright  and 
geiiilemanly  l)earing,  and  he  was  seldom  deceived.  Always 
genial  liimself,  he  sought  to  have  pleasant  feeling  prevail 
throughonl  his  establishment,  and  by  absolute  fair  dealing 
the  hoiist^  has  earned  for  itself  an  enviable  reputation.  For 
some  years  he  was  special  partner  in  the  publishing  house 
of  l^oi'iKK,  AiNSWoKTii  &  Cc,  wliich,  since  his  death,  has 
been  merged  into  the  liouse  of  which  he  was  the  head. 

In  IS.")?  and  18(51,  i)eriods  of  money  stringenc}^,  he  felt 
the  clouds  gathei'ing  about  him,  but  by  prudence  and  the 
conlidence  of  his  friends  he  passed  safely  over  the  troubled 
waters, 

Mr.  r.AKM-.s  chose,  as  between  money  spending  and 
money  giving,  the  lattei-,  and  he  seemingly  gave  with  un- 
stinted hand  to  the  numerous  charities  that  favorably  pre- 
sented themselves  to  him.  Perhaps  no  better  monument 
to  his  habit  of  giving  could  be  mentioned,  than  the  beauti- 
ful editice  he  caused  to  be  erected  at  Ithaca,  K  Y.,  for  the 
nse  of  the  Christian  Association  of  Cornell  University. 

Mr.  Haknes  was  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
from  April  27th,  18(V)  :  he  was  also  associated  as  Director 
or  Trustee  in  the  Hanover  Bank,  Home  Insurance  Com- 
panv.  Dime  Savings  Bank  of  Brooklyn,  Provident  Life 
Insurance  Company,  Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company,  Trus- 
tee in  the  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute,  Packer  Institute 
and  Cornell  University,  and  in  the  Long  Island  Historical 
Society  :  and  with  various  railroads  and  other  institutions, 
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tlius  pioviii--  liis  untiring  energy  and  interest  in  promoting 
all  liealthful  and  progressive  enterprises.  In  the  elevated 
railroads  lie  was  one  of  the  pioneer  investors,  and  although 
his  original  associates  withdrew  from  the  enterprise  upon 
tlx'  failnre  of  the  endless-chain  idea,  he  remained  a  stead- 
fast believer  in  an  elevated  mode  of  transit,  and  w^as  a  Di- 
rector of  the  New- York  Company  up  to  within  a  few  years 
of  his  decease. 

In  benevolent  societies  and  church  affairs  his  name  often 
ai^]ieared,  indicating  that  his  time  was  not  entirely  occujiied 
with  matters  temporal.  The  title  so  often  applied  to  him 
of  "  Christian  merchant,"  in  all  that  it  implied,  accurately 
(h^scribes  the  man, 

lie  married,  in  1841,  Harriet  E.  Burr,  a  daughter  of 
General  Timothy  Bfrr,  of  Hartford,  to  whom  were  born 
ten  cliiMreii.  live  sons  and  live  daughters,  all  of  whom 
survived  their  parents.  Mr.  Baijxes  died  in  Brooklyn, 
February  17th,  ie8S,  at  the  age  of  71  years. 


JAMES    BROWN. 

.I.wiis  l»iio\v\,  for  a  half  century  the  head  of  the  emi- 
ii'Mii  l)aiiking  house  of  BiiowN  Brothers  &  Co.,  was  the 
ImiiiiIi  ;iii<1  yoiingrst  SOU  of  ALEXANDER  Browjst,  a  wealthy 
and  enlerpi'ising  linen  merchant  of  Ballymena,  County 
Antrim.  l'rn\  iiice  of  Ulster,  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  Bally- 
m<'ii:i  on  l-'cbrnary  4th,  1701.  About  1798  the  elder  Brow is" 
migral«'(|  to  Bjaltimore,  and  established  a  warehouse  for  the 
sail'  of  liiK'iis  there,  lie  sent  his  sons  to  England  to  be 
e'liicati'd,  ;ui(i,  oil  tlnMr  attaining  their  majoritj^  took  them 
into  ]iartneislii]).  His  business  becoming  extensive,  and 
soin«»  ventures  iii;i<l.'  during  the  Peninsular  War  and  in 
tin'  stoj-my  times  preceding  oui-  war  of  1812,  having  proved 
largely  successful,  Alexander  Browx  resolved  to  estab- 
lish bi-anch  houses  foitlie  sale  of  his  linens.  The  firm 
now  became  Alkxandkr  Biwwn  &  Sons,  and  the  eldest 
son.  AVii.i.iAM.  who  liad  returned  to  the  old  home  in  Ire- 
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l;ni<l  for  a  visit,  established,  in  1810,  a  brnncli  house  in 
Liv^'ij.ool,  uliicli,  in  1815,  assnmed  the  name  of  Willia:^e 
.V  .Iamks  J}i:(.\v-n  &  Co.  Subsequently  the  firm  name  was 
rli.-ni-«'.l  fo  ]5i:o\vN,  Shipley  &  Co.  Mr.  William  Brown 
iH'ciniiMhifed  a  large  fortune,  Avas  elected  a  member  of  Par- 
li.'iMMMit.nnd  with  a  lii)eral  spirit  which  did  him  great  honor, 

•  •slablislHMl  tli<'  Flee  Library  of  Liverpool,  to  which  he  gave 
half  a  niilli(.ii  cf  dollars.  On  his  retirement  from  business 
he  was  created  by  the  Queen  a  baronet.  The  next  son, 
<iK(n:(;i:,  remained  with  his  father  in  Baltimore  ;  John  A. 
Ix-eaine  the  jiead  of  a  branch  house  in  Philadelphia,  and 

•  Iami  -,  ih."  youngest,  was  sent  to  New- York  in  lS2o.  In 
ls-J<;  Mm-  house  of  J^uown  Brotiietis  &  Co.,  still  in  the 
liie'd  iia<h',  was  founded  in  New-York.  It  was  comjiosed 
"f  A  i.KXANDKR,  the  father,  AVilliam  (afterwards  Sir  Wil- 
li am  >  in  Liverjiool,  Jonx  A.  in  Philadelphia,  and  James, 
then  thirty  four  years  old,  in  New- York.  At  the  close  of 
\^'M^  the  lirui  sold  out  their  linen  business,  and  thenceforth 
devoted  themselves  exclusively  to  banking,  in  which,  indeed, 
t  hey  had  already  been  profitably  engaged.  Their  character 
for  integi'ity,  liuancial  ability  and  liberal  dealing,  as  well  as 
fln-ir  abundant  means,  soon  made  them  the  representative 
banking  liouse  in  this  country.  When  the  financial  pau'C 
of  is:}7eanie  on,  the  firm  held  x\merican  bills  for  a  veiy 
large  amount,  im-luding  four  million  dollars  of  protested 
pa[)»'r,  and  other  engagements  in  England  to  the  amount 
<»f  len  millions  more.  They  were  abundantly  solvent,  but 
ili«"  panic  was  raging  in  Europe  as  fiercely  as  here.  The 
large  amounts  of  American  securities  held  by  the  firm, 
though  good,  were  not  available  at  that  time,  and  it  was 
almost  im])<)ssible  to  draw  bills  or  remit  specie  to  Eng- 
land. Tht>re  was  a  consultation  between  the  brothers,  and 
William  was  deputed  to  go  to  the  Bank  of  England  and 
ask  that  a  committee  of  their  ablest  financiers  should  beap- 
pointed  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  American 
baidving  house,  and,  if  they  were  satisfied,  that  the  Bank 
should  make  them  a  loan  sufficient  to  carry  them  through. 
The  committee  was  immediately  appointed,  and,  after  ex- 
amination, reported  so  favorably  that  the  Bank  of  England 
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.irrjiiiied  them  a  credit  of  live  million  pounds,  or  so  mucli- 
of  it  as  they  miiiht  need.  At  tlie  end  of  six  months  the 
loan  was  repaid,  and  from  that  time  their  credit  and 
n-iiiitation,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  stood  higher 
than  that  of  any  other  banking  house  having  American 
connections.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  circular 
letters  of  credit  of  Brown  Brothers  &  Co.  have  been  as 
current  in  every  part  of  the  world  as  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  They  liave  now  their  branch  establishments, 
all  carefully  managed,  in  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more, and  their  representatives  in  New-Orleans,  as  well  as 
in  most  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  world. 

James  Browx  withdrew  wholly  from  public  and  politi- 
cal affairs,  to  devote  his  whole  powers  to  the  consideration 
(if  th<'  i»roblems  of  finance  and  the  conduct  of  his  vast 
bii^int'ss.  Thoiigli  of  genial  manners  and  a  most  kindly 
nature,  he  suffered  no  interruption  or  intrusion  upon  his 
time  dui'ing  business  hours,  and  his  faithful  servant  per- 
mitted no  access  to  his  private  office,  without  his  master's 
('Xl>licit  permission.  Yet  he  found  time  for  aiding  and 
guiding  great  charitable  and  philanthropic  institutions 
amid  his  busy  lif<'.  lie  was  for  many  years  President  of 
thr  Association  for  Imi)roving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor, 
and  an  active  and  leading  Director  of  the  Bank  for  Savings 
in  Bh'ecker-street,  a  Vice-President  or  Director  of  the  Amer- 
ican r>iblc  Society,  of  tlu^  Union  Theological  Seminary,  of 
the  Prcsbybi  i;iii  ll()s})ital  and  other  charitable  institutions, 
aii'l  in  the  charities  of  his  own  cliurch  lis  was  always  a 
large,  though  mver  an  ostentatious,  giver.  He  had  been 
the  Senior  Elder  df  the  University  Place  Presbyterian 
Church  for  many  years. 

i-'or  twenty  years  and  more  before  his  death  Mr.  Bkown" 
had  withdraw)!  fvoni  tliemoi'e  active  duties  of  his  bank- 
jii.l:  house,  I, III  his  iincivsi  in  it  continued  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  this  City,  November  1st,  1877,  in  his 
eighty-seventh  year.  Mr.  I'irowN  was  twice  married.  His 
lirst  wife  was  a  daughlei-  of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Benedict,  of 
riainlield.  Conned  jciit.  Three  daughters  survived  her.  His 
second  wife  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.   Jonas  Coe, 


BIOGIJAPIIICAL   SKETCnES.  241 

'  'i-  Tioy,  wl.o  .survived  him.     By  this  marringe  he  had  three 
'  liildr«Mi,  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Tl.o  Chamher  of  Commerce,  of  which  bodv  Mr.  Bkowx 
iKid  \u;-u  a  niemberfor  more  than  fifty  years.Vas  informed 
-I  Ills  (I. •all,  il,,.  same  day,  Avhereiipon  a  Committee  was 
:i|»|""Ml.'(l.  consisting  of  A.  A.  Lo^v,  William  E.  Dodge 
■  ind  S,\  Mill.  15.  HrociLEs,  to  prepare  resolutions  of  respect 
lo  Ills  inemoiy.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  hekl 
heceml>er  Otli,  llie  Committee  reported  the  following, 
wliirh  wi-iv  unanimously  adopted  :  - 

Itcsolccd,  'I'liat  tlie  demise  of  James  Browx  bids  ns 
l.aiisc  amid  the  activities  of  business  to  add  another 
name  to  Ih.-  loll  of  our  honored  dead;  the  name  of  one 
wlios.'  lil'c,  gatlwring  brightness  with  length  of  yenrs,  lias 
sIp'iI  lustre  111)011  the  commercial  character,  not  of  our  city 
"Illy  and  of  sister  cities,  but  of  the  United  States,  the  name 
"f  liini  who,  asi)artnerof  the  house  of  Br.owx  Bkothkhs 
.V  Co.,  lias  extended  American  credit  to  the  remotest 
(|ii:iilris  of  the  globe,  and  vitalized  our  relations  with  the 
coiiiiiH  rci;i|  World. 

/iCS(>Ir<<l,  That  it  becomes  us  to  bow^  with  resiu^nation  to 
lli«-  will  of  (foi>,  who,  in  the  fullness  of  years,  has  with- 
draw n  IVoiii  our  Association  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  es- 
teemed mtwnbers,  whose  presence  in  this  Chamber,  althongli 
marked  by  an  unostentatious  reserve,  imparted  dignity  to 
its  proceetlings  and  strength  to  its  resolves. 

Rcsolccil,  That  we  will  cherish  the  memory  of  oui'  late 
associate,  and,  making  record  of  his  long,  useful  and  ex- 
rmi^laiy  life— a  life  eminently  conspicuous  for  its  munih- 
ceiit  charities— we  will  hold  this  record  sacred  in  our 
k<'eping  as  long  as  the  love  of  rectitude,  philanthropy, 
patriotism  and  Christian  gentleness  shall  endure. 

liesoJcah  That  without  recounting  Mr.  Brown's  mani- 
fold virtues,  but  sharing  Avith  the  church,  with  society, 
with  the  community  at  large  in  a  common  loss,  and  par- 

16 
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taking  of  a  common  grief,  we  will  send  to  the  family  oL' 
the  deceased  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  as  a  token  of  our 
respect  for  the  de^Darted,  and  of  pur  sincere  condolence  for 
the  bereaved. 


CORNELIUS   VANDERBILT. 

CoiiXELius  A^ANDEiiBiLT  was  of  Holland-Dutcli  stock, 
and  liis  remarkable  career  makes  him  one  of  tlie  most 
prominent  figures  in  the  commercial  history  of  the  second 
liair  century  of  the  Republic.  He  was  born  near  Staple- 
ton,  Staten  Island,  New- York,  May  27th,  1794.  His 
father  was  Cor:xelius  Vanderbilt  ;  and  he  Avas  a  great- 
grandson  of  Jacob  Yan"  der  Bilt,  whose  ancestors  first 
came  to  this  country  from  Holland  in  1G50,  and  settled  on 
Long  Island. 

Like  many  of  the  men  wlio  have  had  a  successful 
business  career  in  New- York,  his  early  life  was  spent  upon 
a  farm;  but  the  energy  and  enterp)rise  which  were  the  dis- 
tinguishing characteristics  of  his  career,  impelled  him,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  to  more  venturesome  pursuits.  He  seems 
to  have  instinctively  foreseen  that  the  great  opportunity 
ill  the  development  of  the  new  country  was  the  business  of 
transportation.  He  began  by  carrying  laborers  across 
New- York  Bay,  from  New- York  to  the  fortifications  at 
th(^  Narrows,  in  a  small  sail-boat ;  and  in  two  years  he  had 
become  the  owner  of  several  small  craft,  and  captain  of  a 
larger  one.  During  the  war  of  1812  his  venturesome  spirit 
nKi(lt'"hini  better  known,  and  gave  him  greater  income.  He 
furnished  supplies  by  night  to  two  forts  near  New- York, 
.and  was  selected  by  the  Government  officers  for  expedi- 
tions which  required  special  skill  and  daring.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  married  Sophia  Johnson  ;  and  on  his 
twenty-first  birthday  he  was  the  proprietor  of  an  estab- 
lislied  ])usiness  and  the  owner  of  a  capital  which  amounted 
to  nine  thousand  dollars.  He  invested  this  in  the  purchase 
of  a  part  interest  of  a  steamboat  running  from  New-York 
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to  Now  13i'un,svvick,  New- Jersey,  and  became  lier  captain. 
Ill  seven  years  from  this  time,  and  about  1.^24,  he  liad 
srciiivd  lull  eontrolof  the  most  important  steamboat  line 
I  iMiiiin;;-  out  of  New- York,  known  as  the  "Gibbons^'  line; 
a  11.1.  11ii-ee  years  later,  he  leased  the  ferries  between  New- 
\(>\k  and  Elizabethport,  New-Jersey.  From  this  period 
I  •( 'i,ra  n  1  lie  expansion  of  operations  which  continued  with- 
out iiiti'rniption  or  failure  until  the  close  of  his  life.  He 
soon  liad  steamboats  runnin"-  upon  the  Hudson  River,  and 
on  lion.u-  Island  Sound  to  Hartford,  Providence,  Norwich 
and  New-Haven.  He  practicallycontrolledfor  many  years 
water  transportation  between  New- York  and  Hudson 
Wwcr  and  New-England  points. 

In!  S4!)  he  made  a  new  departure.  The  discovery  of  gold 
in  California  had  led  to  immense  immigration  to  the  Pacific 
I  oast.  To  meet  and  stimulate  this  he  established  a  steam- 
ship route  fi'om  New- York  to  San  Francisco,  crossing  the 
Ktliniiis  at  Panama.  Railroading  was  then  in  its  infancy, 
and  the  plains  and  mountains  between  California  and  the 
borders  of  civilization  in  the  East  an  unexplored  territory, 
11 1  led  with  hostile  Indians.  The  three  steamers  Avliich  he 
placed  ui)on  the  Atlantic,  and  four  upon  the  Pacific  side, 
uave  liini  a  control  of  the  business  between  the  Atlantic 
seajiorts  and  the  Pacific  slope.  In  1855  he  established  a 
Trans-Atlantic  line,  but,  after  a  trial  of  six  years,  aban- 
doned it.  During  the  Civil  War,  in  1881,  when  the  whole 
country  was  alarmed  at  the  prospective  damage  to  our  sea- 
coast  cities  from  the  rebel  ram  "Merrimac,"  he  presented 
th(>  steamship  "  Vanderbilt"— then  the  finest  steamship  on 
,|„.  ocean— to  the  Government.  In  recognition  of  this 
girt,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  Congress  voted  him  a  gold 
UKMlal.  In  1S()4  he  became  convinced  that  the  business  of 
transportation  by  water  had  culminated,  and  the  opportu- 
nities of  the  future  were  in  railroads,  their  operation  and 
.'xtension.  He  therefore  disposed  of  all  his  interests  in 
Meamltoats  and  steamships.  His  prominence  and  distinc- 
ti(.u  during  these  many  years  as  the  owner  and  commander 
of  a  large  merchant  fleet  had  given  him  the  popular  title  of 
"  Commodore,''  by  which  he  is  best  known. 
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Ir,  was  cluinicteristic  of  Commodore  Vanderbilt  that 
whatever  he  determined  to  do  he  entered  upon  at  once, 
lie  immediately  secured  a  control  of  the  stock  of  the  New- 
York    and  HaVlem   Railroad   Company,    and  became  its 
President ;  and  the  next  year  he  also  bought  a  majority  of 
the  stock  of  the  Hudson  River  Company  and  assumed  its 
management.     He  was  the  first  to  discover  that  the  success 
of  a  raih-oad  line  Avas  in  the  control  of  the  direct,  connections 
upon  which  it  must  rely  for  its  business.     He,  therefore, 
immediately  began  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  the  New- 
York  Central  ;  Jiiid  in  1869  consolidated  it  with  the  Hudson 
River  Railroad,  forming  what  is  now  known  as  the  New- 
York  Central   and  Hudson  River  Railroad.     He  became 
the  iirst  President  of  this  corporation.     He  had  practically 
rebuilt  the  Harlem  Road,  and  he  now  turned  his  attention 
to  the  improvement  of  the  consolidated  line ;  under  his 
management  two  additional  tracks  were  constructed  w^est 
of  Albany;    tlie   Grand   Central  Depot,   St.  John's  Park 
Freight   Station,  and  the  Grain  Elevators  on  the  Hudson 
River  at  Sixty-tifth  street  were  erected  ;  and  the  magnifi- 
cent entrance  into  the  City,  by  viaduct  and  tunnel,  through 
Fourth  Avenue,  laid  out  and  comideted.     To  secure  the 
permanence  and  growth  of  the  New- York  Central's  busi- 
ness with  the  vast  commerce  distributed  at  Chicago,  he 
purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Lake  Shore,  Canada 
Southern  and  Michigan    Central    Railroads ;     and    these 
made  the  New- York  line  by  the  New- York  Central  and 
the  north  and  south  shores  of  the  lake  to  Chicago. 

TIk;  Coniniodore  gave  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Dkkms  to  purchase  theChurch  of  the  Strangers 
ill  this  (Jity  and  for  its  mission  work.  He  founded  the 
\  AM>i:i:i'.ii/r  TJniversity  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  assist 
in  the  (MliKiilioiKil  development  of  the  South,  and  endowed 
it  with  a  jiiilliuu  of  dollars.  His  fortune  at  the  time  of 
liis  death  was  generally  estimated  at  one  hundred  million 
dollars,  all  of  which  he  left  to  liis  eldest  son,  William 
IIkxiiy,  except  four  million  dollars,  which  he  bequeathed 
lo  his  daughters,  and  eleven  million  dollars  to  William 
Henry's  four  sons.     Mr.  Yaxderbilt  w^as  a  very  hand- 
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"TriH  ii.nri,  ;,im1  one  of  tlie  most  striking  figures  in  his  old 
.'.g..  iM  New- York.  He  died  in  this  City  on  the  4th  of 
.l:Miii:iry.  1S77,  ;it  tlie  age  of  eighty-two  years,  retaining 
his  i.h\  s|,;,|  vigor  and  mental  energy  to  the  last. 


WILLIAM   H.  VANDERBILT. 

\V  1 1  i.iA  M  i  I.  \' AM.KKiJiLT  was  born  in  New-Brunswick, 
Nru  .l.-rs.'v,  May  8th,  1821 .  lie  was  the  eldest  son  of  Com- 
iiMMh.n'  \'.\M>r.i:iui.T,  and  was  educated  at  the  Columbia 
't'r:iriim:ii  :Sch()ol.  He  began  his  business  career  early  in  life. 
\i  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  office  of  tlie  then 
r.'iinous  linn  of  bankers  and  brokers  of  which  DaxielHeew 
was  the  licaib     li<'  married  when  he  w^as  twenty  Miss  Kis- 

\M.  III.'  (biiightt'rof  a  v,ell -known  clergyman  of  the  Dutch 
lb'f«»i-in('(l  Church.     Close  attention  to  his   duties  in  the 

\\'\rr  and  <»v«'r-w(»ik  impaired  his  health  to  such  an  extent 
I  hat  ill  IS  |'.>  he  settled  upon  a  farm  on  Staten  Island  which 
I'fjniigcd  to  liis  father.  It  Avas  here  that  the  sterling 
(|iialif  i«'s  which  afterwards  won  his  success  were  first  mani- 
rcsir<|.  'j'hc  Commodore  had  strong  opinions  of  the  value 
of  self  i-fliaiice.  and  the  discipline  which  only  comes  from 
woi'kiiig  one's  own  way  in  the  wTuid.  AVilliam  H.  was 
h'ft  entirely  to  his  own  resources,  and  accomplished  the 
(lilliciilt  task  of  not  only  earning  a  living  ofl  his  farm, 
but  of  making  it  prolitable.  He  also  became  active  in 
political  alVaiis  and  matters  of  general  interest  on  the 
island,  and  after  a  short  time  Avas  widely  known  and  re- 
spected as  an  energetic,  public  spirited  and  successful 
citizen.  The  tStaten  Island  Railroad  Company  became  em- 
barrassed, and  Mr.  A'aJsDEIibilt  was  selected  as  the  one 
best  qualitied  to  manage  its  business  and  bring  it  out  of  its 
ditUculties.  By  general  consent  he  was  appointed  Receiver, 
and  began  his  career  as  a  railway  officer  and  director.  He 
speedily  developed  superior  business  ability,  and  it  was 
not  lon'g  before  he  had  liberated  the  Company  from  its 
troubles,  and  put  it  upon  a  paying  basis.     The  Commodore 
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was  so  jnuch  impressed  witli  this  demonstrated  capacity 
tliat  lie  called  him  from  the  island  and  placed  upon  him 
very  large  responsibilities.  He  appointed  William  II. 
Vice-President  and  Executive  Officer  oi  the  Xew-York  and 
Harlem,  and  afterwards  of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad. 
'J'he  situati(m  was  a  difficult  and  trying  one,  as  much  was 
expected  both  by  the  public  and  his  father.  But  in  a  few 
years  the  jaihvay  men  of  the  country  recognized  in  him  a 
r;iilroad  manager  of  unusual  talent.  Upon  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Hudson  River  and  New- York  Central,  he  was 
called  to  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  new  Company, 
and  entered  upon  activities  which  resulted  in  his  becoming 
one  of  the  most  imiK)rtant  and  powerful  factors  in  the 
railway  system  of  the  United  States. 

The  death  of  his  father  left  him  in  control  of  the  lines 
between  New- York  and  Chicago  by  the  New- York  Central, 
and  of  the  Lake  Shore  on  the  south  and  the  Michigan 
Central  and  Canada  Southern  on  the  north  shore  of  tlie 
lake.  He  inheiited  the  bulk  of  his  father's  vast  forruiip, 
and  immediately  bent  his  energies  and  resources  to  extend- 
ing and  strengthening  the  system  which  was  to  honor  and 
l)erpetuate  the  name  of  Yanderbilt.  By  securing  a  con- 
trolling interest  in  the  Chicago  and  North  Western  and 
the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha,  he  reached 
lli(^  great  wlieat  l)elt  of  the  Northwest,  and  covered  the 
territo]-y  between  Chicago  and  the  Missouri  River,  and  on 
towards  the  Pacilic.  The  West  Shore  and  Nickle  Plate 
roads  had  been  ccmstructed  parallel  with  the  Central  and 
Lake  Slioic,  and  threatened  the  serious  impairment  and 
]»ossil)le  ruin  of  both  ])r()perties  ;  but  he  first  successfully 
fougiil  this  unjustiliable  invasion  of  territory  fully  and 
satisfaclmily  served  by  existing  roads,  and  then  purchased 
the  (>w  l'(ir  I  hi'  Central  and  the  other  for  the  Lake  Shore. 
Time  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  this  jDolic}'. 

Soon  afU'r  the  consolidation  of  the  New-Y\)rk  Central 
and  Hudson  River  Roads,  Mr.  Yanderbilt  became  im- 
l»ressed  with  the  imix.itance  of  a  i:)ermanent  entrance  into 
the  City  of  New-Yojk,  and  a  central  terminus  Avhich  would 
1)0  equal  to  tin.'  large  and  lapidly  incivasing  passenger  traffic 
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of  the  Jine.  Tlie  Grand  Central  Depot  was  constructed, 
.'ind  connected  by  a  depressed  road,  tunnel  and  viaduct,  with 
tlir  l)rid^e  across  the  Harlem  River.  By  this  improvement 
tlw  New-York  Central  secured  the  unequalled  advantages 
of  foui-  tracks  into  the  heart  of  the  City,  and  a  station  so 
located  as  to  give  the  Company  the  best  position  of  any  of 
tlieTivunk  lines  for  passenger  business  between  the  West 
and  I  he  Metropolis.  This  work  Avill  remain  an  enduring 
Mi()nuin<'nt  to  his  wisdom  and  foresight. 

TIk'  lal)or  strikes  upon  the  railroads  of  the  countr3%  in 
i.s77,  were  the  most  serious  ever  known.  They  stopped 
I  Ik;  movement  of  most  lines,  susx)ended  travel  and  piira- 
ly/«'d  business,  Mr.  Yaxderbilt  managed,  with  great 
skill  and  dii)l()macj%  to  keep  his  roads  open. 

'J'lit'  (iianger  excitement  and  the  increasing  agitation  for 
restiictive  legislation  against  railways  convinced  Mr.  Yan- 
DKi.'r.n.'i'  that  it  was  a  mistake  for  one  man  to  own  the  con- 
ti'olliiig  interest  in  any  great  transportation  line.  It 
aroused  antagonism  and  invited  attacks.  By  one  of  the  best 
managed  and  most  successful  combinations  ever  formed,  he 
was  able,  in  a  single  transaction,  to  sell  two  hundred  and 
iifty  thousand  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  IS' ew- York  Central 
and  Hudson  Kiver  Railroad  Company  for  thirty  millions 
of  dollars.  In  1883  he  resigned  his  official  positions  and 
transferred  the  supervision  of  the  Yanderbilt  system  to 
his  sons,  CoKNELiTS  and  William  K.  YA]s^DErj5iLT. 
CoiJXELTUS  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  New- York  Central  and  Hudson  River  and  the  Mich- 
iuan  Central  Railroads,  and  William  K.  was  Chairman 
ol  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan 
Soutlu>rn,  and  subsequently,  also,  of  the  New-York,  Chi- 
cau'o  and  St.  Louis  Railroad. 

Mr.  Yanpkkbilt  Avas  generous  and  public  spiiiled.  In 
1884  he  presented  to  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
ovons  of  the  City  of  New-York  five  hundred  thousand 
"dollars,  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  build- 
hios  This  gift  contributed  largely  to  the  higher  education 
(^f'phvsicians,  a  subject  in  which  he  was  deeply  interested. 
He  also  n-ave  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Vaxdkr- 
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lULT  I'niversit}-,  wliicli  liad  l)een  generously  endowed  by 
liis  fat  her.  lie  gave  tlie  money  wliieli  secured  from  the 
Egyptian  Government  the  gift  of  tlie  Obelisk,  and  brought 
it  to  ^^e\v-York  and  placed  it  in  Central  Park. 

Mr.  VA^'DERHILT  died  in  this  City  on  December  8tli,  1885. 
By  Ills  will  he  left  a  million  of  dollars  to  various  charities, 
sundry  Ijequests  to  friends,  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  each 
of  hiseight  children,  and  the  residne  of  his  estate  to  his 
sons,  Cornelius  and  William  K.  Yanderbilt. 


HANSON    K.    CORNING. 

IIansox  Kelly  Cornixg,  oldest  son  of  Ephraim 
CoRXiXG,  was  l)orn  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  on  the  9th  of  July, 
1810.  II<'  was  a  direct  descendant  from  Samuel  Cornixg, 
who  came  from  England  about  1G30,  and  settled  in  Bev- 
erly. Massachusetts^  where  ha  was  chosen  one  of  the 
selectmen  in  1065.  Epiiraim  Cornixg  removed  his  family 
to  Alexandria,  Virginia,  while  Hanson  was  yet  a  child,  and 
I  her*'  lie  grew  up  and  received  his  education. 

At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  ofRoe  of  his 
unci.-.  Edward  Cop.ning,  who  was  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  at  Albany,  New- York,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  when  he  was  sent,  in  1831,  by  the  concern 
of  E.  He  L.  Cop.xiXG,  (composed  of  his  father  and  nncle, 
whr)  liad  established  themselves  in  New- York,  and  were 
among  tli<;  eiu'liest  American  merchants  to  engage  iu  trade 
willi  Norili-'!!!  Ih-Mx/il,)  to  Para,  Brazil,  charged  with  look- 
ing afttn*  !lp'ir  interests  and  enlarging  their  business.  He 
ri'iiiniiiiMl  ill  |';u;i  for  Idiii'  years,  during  which  period  he 
consigned  to  New- York  what  was  prol)ably  the  lirst  shi^)- 
menl  of  India  rubber  in  th<3  shape  of  shoes  and  toys. 
Tliey  were  mad<'  by  iIk;  natives  in  the  India  rubber  forests  ; 
were  very  unwieldy  in  f()rm,l)ut  j)0ssessed  of  extraordinary 
wearing  (iu;diti<'s,  and  wei'e  the  forerunners  of  the  imx)or- 
lant  business  now  carried  on  iu  India  rubber  boots  and 

shoes. 
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In  l8;j.-5  Mr.  Cotlving  returned  to  New- York  to  take  the 
l.lac;  vacated  by  the  retirement  of  his  uncle,  Leox  uid 
(.oijNiXG,  from  tlie  concern,  wliich  then  became  Epiikaim 
Consisa  &  Sox,  and  established  at  Xo.  74  South  Street, 
wh.-r.!  they  and  their  successors  remained  for  more  than 
t liiil >■  years.  In  the  same  year  he  married  Emma  B.  Doii- 
iJANcj;  a  uni(m  which  continued  a  source  of  great  happi- 
ness until  the  end  of  his  life. 

Til"  discovery  by  Chakles  Goodyeaii  of  the  process  for 
vMlraui/jti<;-  India  rubber  stimulated  the  manufacture  of 
India  rubber  ^oods,  especially  boots  and  shoes,  to  an  enor- 
iu(-us  .'xlent,  and  the  importing  of  Para  rubber  in  crude 
r-Miu  gradually  increased,  until  it  became  a  great  trade. 
Til."  facilities  which  Mr.  Corxixg  had  established  during 
liis  ivsi(|<;nce  in  Para  enabled  the  firm  to  hold  a  leading 
|>(>siiion  in  the  business  as  it  developed,  and  under  the  old 
liiiii  name  of  Im'iiuaim  Corxixg  &  Sox  until  1849,  (when 
his  fallicr  retired,)  and  his  own  name,  H.  K.  Corxixg, 
uuiil  18.")1),  when  the  concern  was  changed  to  H.  K. 
('<»i;mn<;  &  Sox  by  the  admission  of  his  son,  Epiiraim  L. 
('oi;m\(.,  he  maintained  the  supremacy  as  importer  of 
Para  rul)ber,  and  extended  his  business  to  Maranham,  Kio 
dc  .lan»'iro  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  In  1807,  by  reason  ot 
impaired  health,  he  retired  from  active  business. 

l'r()si)erity  followed  Mr.  Corxixg's  business  career  from 
its  beginning,  except  during  the  panic  of  1837,  when 
I'liMiuAi.M  CoKXiX(^  tS:  Sox  were  embarassed,  owing  to  the 
magnitude  ol'  their  business,  and  were  forced  to  make  a 
compromise  with  their  creditors.  In  less  than  five  years 
aft(M-wards  they  paid  every  creditor  in  full,  principal  and 
interest — an  action  so  rare  in  business  records  as  to  be 
woriliy  of  mention. 

From  the  time  of  Mr.  Corxixg\s  retirement  he  devoted 
himself,  as  he  had  long  been  doing,  to  philantliropic  work 
of  very  varied  character,  not  only  among  institutions  in 
Xew-York  and  elsewhere,  but  privately  in  hundreds  of 
households,  where  liis  kindly  interest  and  ready  help 
lightened  the  cares  and  increased  the  comforts  of  the 
need  v. 
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y\v.  CouNiN(r  Avas  elected  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  March  2d,  ]So4,  and  continued  his  connection 
Avith  it  lip  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  business. 

Ill  tlie  simph' Cliristian  hope  in  which  he  liad  lived  he 
died  on  tlie  22d  day  ol"  April,  1878,  in  this  City,  leaving 
Indiind  liim  the  blessed  memoiy  of  the  just.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  for  precisely  six  months. 


GEORGE  AVASHINGTON. 

Gi-.oijGK  Wasiiixgtox,  the  "Father  of  his  Country," 
was  born   in  Washington  Parish,  Westmoreland  County, 
\iigiiiia.  near  the  junction  of  Pope's  Creek  with  the  Po- 
tomac River,  Februaiy  22,  (February  11,  Old  Style,)  1732. 
lb'  was  the  son  of  Augustine  Washington.     Augustine 
Washing'iox  was  a  wealthy  planter,  and  was  twice  married  ; 
liis  lirst  wife,   Jane  Butleu,  bore  him  four   children,  of 
wliom,  two  sons,  Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached  ma- 
turity.  The  second  wife,  Mahy  Ball,  brought  her  husband 
six  children,  of  whom  GEoia;E  was  the  eldest.     His  father 
owned  two   or  more  large   plantations,    and   removed,  in 
Ueouge's  eaily  childhood,  to  the  one  s«ituated  in  Stafford 
County,  nea]]\-  o]i[)()site  Fredericksburg.     Before  he  had 
readied  the  age  of  twelve  years  his  father  died.    He  inherited 
the  Stafford  County  pi'oi)ei"ty,  and  his  elder  half-brother, 
Lawiiknch,  received  the  large  estate  on  Hunting  Creek, 
aft<M-wai'd  known  as  Mount  Vernon.     His  early  education 
wassomewjiat  dei'ective,  but  he  showed  a  strong  i')redilection 
for  mallieniatics.  for  which  he  had  a  private  teacher.     His 
h:dr  l)r-ithci\  L.\ w  i:i;.N('i:,  washis  guardian,  and  on  leaving 
scho<J,  :ii  iIk-ml:.'   of   liflccn,  h(^  resided  for  some  months 
with  his  IhmMk'i- al    Mount  \Criioii.      I^a whence  had  mar- 
ried   :i    daughtej-   of    William    Faiki'ax,    the    wealthiest 
planter  in    \'irgini:i,   and    loi-  some  tinu^  President  of    the 
Kxeculive  Council   of  the  Colony.     Geohge  w^as  inclined 
to  a  military   (U-  naval  career,  and,  probably,  through  the 
inlliicnce  of  La  wukxck's  friends,  a  midshipman's  warrant 
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in  t]i(;  En-lisli  Navy  was  procured  for  him,  but  the  uiother 
opposed  it  so  strongly  that  he  relinquished  his  purpose. 
'J'he  next  year,  however,  he  was  appointed  Survevor  to  tlio 
immense  estates  of  Baron  Lord  Fairfax,  that" eccentric 
iiobh'iTian  having  determined  to  take  up  his  residence  in 
Aniei-ica,  and  ])eing  then  on  a  visit  to  his  kinsman, 
\V 1 1. 1. 1. AM  Faikfax.  The  task  Avas  an  arduous  one  for  a 
l)oy  of  sixteen  years,  but  young  Wasiiixgtox  gladly 
accepted  it,  and  for  the  next  three  years  he  roughed  it 
on  the  frontier,  encountering  many  dangers  and  hardships. 

In  ITf)!  the  Virginia  Militia  were  put  under  training  for 
active  service  against  France,  and  Wasiiixgtox,  althongh 
only  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  appointed  Adjutant,  with 
the  rank  of  Majoi'.  In  September  of  that  year  he  accom- 
panied his  brother,  Lawkexce,  who  was  in  failing  healtli, 
on  a  voyage  to  the  Barbadoes.  They  returned  early  in 
17r)2,  and  Lawrexce,  dying  soon  after,  named  his  half 
brother  as  one  of  the  executors  of  his  great  estate,  and 
made  liini  the  presumptive  heir  of  the  Mount  Vernon  pro- 
jH-rly,  which  soon  after  came  into  his  possession,  by  the 
tiealli  of  Lawuexce's  infant  daughter. 

\\' hen  Lieutenant  Governor  DixwiDDiE  arrived  in  Vir- 
ginia, in  175-i,  the  militia  was  re-organized  and  divided 
into  four  military  districts.  The  northern  district  was  the 
most  importantof  these,  and  of  this,  Geouge  AVasiiixgtox, 
then  just  twenty-one  years  old,  was  commissioned  by  the 
Governor,  Adjutant-General.  In  November  of  the  same 
year  he  was  sent  with  only  one  companion  on  the  perilous 
enterprise  of  penetrating  to  the  French  post  of  Le  Boeuf,  on 
French  Creek,uear  Lake  Erie,  andof  demanding,in  the  name 
of  the  King  of  England,  that  the  French  should  Avithdraw 
from  this  territory.  To  reach  this  point  it  Avas  necessary  that 
they  should  traverse,  for  hundreds  of  miles,  an  unexplored 
region,  inhabited  only  by  Indian  tribes  known  to  be  hostile 
to  the  English.  The  expedition  Avas,  of  course,  unavailing, 
and  its  only  good  result  Avas,  that  Wasiiixgtox' s  report 
to  GoA-ernor  Dinwiddie  was  sent  by  him  to  London,  and 
published.  The  Assembly  of  Virginia  authorized  the  Exec- 
utive to  raise  a  regiment  of  three  hundred  men,  to  maintain 
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by  force  the  asserted  rights  of  the  British  Crown  over  the 

«  CD 

territoiy  claimed.  The  command  of  this  expedition  was 
given  to  Colonel  Joshua  Fky,  At  the  nrgvnt  request  of 
his  friends,  Wasiiingtox  was  commissioned  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  regiment.  The  expedition  met  w^ith  varied 
fortunes,  but  not  being  sustained  by  promised  reinforce- 
ni«^nts,  and  Colonel  Fur  having  died  on  the  ronte,  Colonel 
WAsiiiX(i  rox,  after  defeating  an  advanced  party  of  the 
French  and  intrenching  himself  in  a  fort,  (Fort  Necessity,) 
which  he  had  thrown  up  on  the  "Great  Meadows,"  was 
ol)liged,  being  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force  of  French 
and  Indians,  to  capitulate  and  surrender  his  artillerj^  July 
4.  1T.")4.  In  the  winter  of  1754-55,  orders  were  received  for 
•'.s(4tling  the  rank  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  wdien  serving 
with  the  provincials  in  North  America.''  These  orders  were 
so  insulting  to  the  provincial  officers  that  Wasiiingtox  and 
many  others  indignantly  resigned  their  commissions. 
Wasiiington"  retired  to  Monnt  Yernon.  Here,  in  the 
spring  of  1755.  he  was  found  by  (xeneral  Edwaed  Brad- 
dock,  who  li;i!l  been  commissioned  to  make  a  formal  cam- 
]):iii:n  against  the  French  on  the  Ohio.  General  Braddock 
had  lii'iird  of  ^^^vsIIINGTON's  ser\ices  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pittsburg,  and  of  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  theater 
(»f  oppiMtions.  and  he  endeavored  to  persnade  him  to  join 
I  \\('  expedition.  Wasihxgton"  wordd  not  consent  to  go  in 
any  other  caj^acity  than  as  a  volunteer  aid-decamp.  The 
i-csult  of  this  (•;iiii])aign  need  not  here  be  i^articularized. 
lie  saved  th(3  shattejed  remnants  of  the  fine  army,  and 
brought  lluMn  off  the  field,  where  Bp.addock  and  all  his 
cliiei'  (.Hiccis  li:i(|  r.illeii.  The  Virginia  Assembly  passed 
a  l»ill  dii'ecting  I  he  enlistment  of  sixteen  new  comj^anies 
f'»i'  I  he  (h'lViice  of  the  province,  and  commissioned 
^V^^slII.\GTO^'  as  Coniniander-in-chief  of  all  the  forces 
raised  and  to  be  raised,  in  the  Colony,  with  authority 
to  ajjpoinl  his  own  oflicers.  The  next  three  years  were 
years  of  many  disaitpointments  to  Colonel  Washington. 
The  P>iiiisli  (rovei-nineiit  sent  over  Lord  Loudon  to  be 
Coninianderin-chief  <.r  the  British  forces  in  the  Colonies. 
Washington  hi  id  ])ef(,ie  him  a  detailed  account  of  the 
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oi)fnitions  tlms  far  undertaken  against  tlie  French  on  tl.c 
Oliio,  and  specified  the  causes  of  their  failure.  He  urged 
Mu  activ(3  campaign  with  larger  forces.  Lord  LonmN 
uouM  not  listentohis  plea.  "Canada"  he  said,  "Avas  th 
IK)nit  to  be  attacked,"  and  so  far  was  he  from  giving  an \ 
aid  to  the.Virginia  provincial  troops,  that  besides  requiring 
from  til. 'Ill  tlieir  fidl  quota  for  the  northern  expedition, 
Ik'  or<h^i-ed  tliem  to  ijrotect  their  own  frontier,  and  t 
s<Mid  aid  to  South  Carolina,  against  Indian  raids  in  that 
colony.  Wasiiingtox,  almost  in  despair,  urged  upon  the 
\iiginia  Assembly  the  enactment  of  a  more  stringent 
Miililia  law,  and  a  large  increase  iu  the  number  of  her 
regiil:ii- troops.  These  measures  the  Assembly  was  unwil- 
ling to  grant,  and  he  Avas  compelled  to  defend  an  Indian 
Ironlierof  ajjout  four  hundred  miles,  with  a  very  Inade- 
(piale  force.  In  1757,  Gen.  ABERCROMniE  succeeded  Lord 
L(»riM)\,  wlio  had  accomplished  nothing.  The  new  General 
CMinmit  ted  the  control  of  the  Middle  and  Southern  Provinces 
to  (Jen.  FoKiJKS,  who  decided  to  undertake  an  expedition 
against  Fort  Duquesne.  Washington  urged  a  quick  ad- 
vance over  the  old  Braddock  road,  and  an  early  campaiun, 
l)ut  (u'U.  FouuKS  determined  to  construct  a  new^  road  far- 
tliei-  north  in  Pennsylvania,  mucli  longer,  and  so  difficidt 
of  construction  that  the  army,  which  had  started  in  Apiil, 
did  not  reach  its  rendezvous  in  the  Alleghany  Valley  till 
lale  in  November.  Washington  and  his  provincials  led 
llie  advance,  and  his  forces  took  possession  of  the  ruins  of 
l-'oii  l)u([uesne,  November  25,  1758,  the  French  having 
evacuated  and  burned  the  fort  the  night  before.  Wasii- 
in(;to\  changed  its  name  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  having  repaired 
the  fort,  and  left  two  hundred  of  his  regiment  to  garrison 
it,  nmrched  the  others  back  to  Winchester,  and  himself 
proceeded  to  AVilliamsburg,  Va.,  to  take  his  seat  in  I  lie 
General  Assembly,  of  w^hich  he  had  been  elected  a  niem- 
hov.  As  Indian  hostilities  had  ceased,  with  the  expulsion 
of  the  French  from  the  Ohio,  Washington  i-esigned  his 
Commission  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Virginia  forces, 
determined  to  devote  himself  thenceforth  to  a  civil 
career.     Soon  after  resigning  his  Commission,  he  married, 
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.TaiHiaiy  IT,  IT.")!),  Mrs.  Matitiia  (Daxdridge)  Custis, 
a  young  and  beautiful  widow  lady  of  great  wealth, 
{the  Maiitha  AVasiiixgto?^  of  a  later  period,)  and  for  the 
next  fifteen  years  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation,  en- 
largement and  improvement  of  liis  magnificent  estate  of 
Mount  Vernon,  interrupted  only  by  his  annual  attendance 
in  winter  upon  tlie  sessions  of  the  Colonial  Legislature  at 
Williamsburg.  This  season  of  rest  was  diligently  improved 
by  \Vasiiin<;tox,  in  careful  study  of  every  department  of 
niilitary  science,  till  the  gallant  Colonel  of  the  frontier 
sprvice.^  in  1754-1758,  had  qualified  himself  thoroughly  for 
mucli  higher  commands  in  the  w^ar,  which  he  felt  was  soon 
to  come.  In  th<^  Legislature  of  the  Colony,  too,  he  had 
constantly  urged  the  enlargement  and  thorough  drilling  of 
iIh'  militia. 

Tlie  lii-st  premonitions  of  the  coming  conflict  came  from 
tlie  Nortli.  Thus  far,  Virginia,  under  her  Royal  Governors, 
had  liad  little  experience  of  oppression,  while  New^-York 
and  Boston,  especially  the  latter,  had  been  grievously 
wronged,  and  subjected  to  gross  and  cruel  insults  and  out- 
rages. These  culminated,  in  1774,  in  the  closure,  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  of  the  port  of  Boston.  Wasiiingtox  was  the 
leader  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  and  as  he  foresaw  that 
ihe  rod  of  the  oppressor,  if  unresisted,  w^ould  soon  be  laid 
o]i  the  hacks  of  all  the  Colonies,  he  showed  the  Legislature 
and  Ihe  people  of  Virginia,  that  "  the  cause  of  Boston  was 
their  cause.''  Virginia,  led  the  way  in  calling  a  Congress 
of  all  the  Colonies  to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  Septembers, 
1774,  to  secure  tlieii' common  liberties,  if  possible,  by  peace- 
ful moans.  In  this  Congress,  (tKouge  Wasiiixgtox  rep- 
r(.'S('nt('d  X'ii'ginia  as  her  lirst  delegate.  Its  remonstrances 
and  appeals  exhibited  the  highest  abilities,  as  well  as  the 
loftiest  i)atri(>tism.  In  Octobei-,  the  Congress  dissolved, 
but  i'(;comni('ii(lc(l  i  lie  Colonies  to  send  delegates  to  another 
Congress  in  the  spring  of  1775.  Meantime,  several  of  the 
Colonies  had  IVlt  it  iicc^essary  to  raise  local  bodies  of  troops 
Id  repcd  the  iuMdts  and  aggressions  of  the  British  forces, 
"f  wliirh  considerable  bodies  were  stationed  in  or  near  the 
larger  seaport  cities.     The  battles  of  Concord  and  Lexing- 
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ton  IkkI  ]>^jin  foiig-lit,  and  the  evidences  tlint  theUritish 
Cjihm.'t  were  determined  to  force  a  bitter  conflict  were 
ov.Mwliclming.  Among  tlie  earliest  acts  of  this  Second  Con- 
gress, wliich  met  May  10,  1775,  and  of  which  Wasiiingtox 
was  again  a  member,  was  the  selection  of  a  Commander-in- 
('Iiiff  of  I  lie  Colonial  forces.  This  high  and  responsible 
oflirr.  was  unanimously  conferred  upon  George  Wasiiixg- 
1 ' '  \ .  Fully  comprehending  the  peril,  sacrifice  and  labor  it 
involved.  In;  accepted  it,  June  19th,  1775,  but  upon  the 
■X press  condition  tliat  he  should  receive  no  salary.  Ilf 
would  keep  an  exact  account  of  his  expenditures,  and 
•  •xi)ect  Congress  to  pay  them,  and  nothing  more.  He 
r<'pair<Ml  immediately  to  Boston,  near  which  the  battle  of 
i')Uiik.T  Hill,  between  the  British  troops  and  the  besieging 
l»rovin<'ials,  had  been  fought,  June  17, 1775.  General  Gage 
was  occujjying  Boston  with  a  large  force.  Washington 
w;is  not  in  a  condition  to  attempt  an  active  siege  of  the 
city,  l)Ul  it  was  an  excellent  opportunity  to  thoroughly 
train  and  discipline  his  army  for  future  effective  action, 
;inil  he  fully  improved  it.  The  general  feeling  among  the 
Anu'riean  peo[)le  was,  that  the  British  Government,  finding 
them  ;i  unit  in  their  resistance  to  the  attempted  oppressive 
uirasuivs,  would  recede  from  them,  and  that  the  old  con- 
<Ili  ion  of  amity  and  peace  would  be  restored.  Very  few  in 
I  lie  sumnii'r  and  autumn  of  1775,  believed  that  a  revolu- 
tion would  be  necessary.  But  the  British  Cabinet  and 
Parliament  seemed  bent  on  driving  the  colonists  to  inde- 
pendence. They  would  not  receive  the  petition  of  Con- 
-n^ss  ;  they  ordered  the  bombardment  of  the  town  of  Ftil- 
luouth,  (now  Portland,  Me.;)  they  prohibited  trade  with 
the  (\)lonies,  and  authorized  the  capture  of  their  vessels  ; 
tlu\v  seized  and  impressed  into  their  navy,  American  seamen 
in  great  numbers  along  the  American  coast,  and  in  every 
way  sought  to  goad  them  into  open  revolt.  Thus  pro- 
voked a  j  id  insulted,  the  American  leaders  soon  began  to 
consider  whether  independence  was  not  desirable.  Even 
Washington,  calm,  cool  and  self-poised  as  he  usually 
was,  wrote  from  the  head  of  the  arni}^,  in  May,  1770  :  •'  A 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  is  impossible.     AVhen  1 
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took  command  of  tlif  aim y,  I  abliorred  the  idea  of  independ- 
ence, but  I  am  now  fully  satisfied  tliat  nothing  else  will 
save  us."  While  Wasiiixgton  did  not  dare  to  assault 
the  British  troops  in  Boston,  he  compelled  them  to  evacu- 
ate that  city  in  ]\lai'C'h,  1776,  by  a  masterly  blockade  of  all 
their  soui'ces  of  supply.  General  Howe  made  his  way 
toward  Xew- York,  which  he  occupied  about  September  1st, 
after  defeating  the  American  army  in  the  battle  of  Long 
Island,  August  27,  1770.  lie  also  occupied  the  Lower 
Hudson  soon  after,  and  AVasiiingtox  was  obliged  to  retire 
behind  tlie  DelaAvare  River,  with  a  small,  ill-provided  army  ; 
l>ut  by  the  surj^rises  of  Trenton  and  Princeton,  he  regained 
much  of  his  lost  ground  in  New-Jersey.  How  he  kei^t  his 
army  in  ili<'  Held— so  ill-clothed,  ill-fed  and  ill-paid  were 
tliey — is  a  mystery  not  easily  solved.  There  was  no  cen- 
tral government,  having  authority  to  raise  men,  provisions 
oi-  money.  In  1777-78,  the  sufferings  of  the  army  were 
teii-ible.  At  Valley  Forge,  only  a  day's  march  north  of 
Philadelphia,  they  were  in  need  of  all  things,  and  Wasii- 
T\<;'i"o\'s  ])rivate  fortune  Avas  heavily  drawn  uiDon  to  sup- 
ply their  iiii[)erative  needs.  Yet  in  the  former  year 
occurred  the  successful  battle  of  Bennington,  the  two 
batth's  of  Saratoga,  and  the  capture  of  Buhgoyne's 
army  ;  and  during  the  latter,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
compelled  to  evacuate  PJiiladelphia,  and  the  severe  but 
iiidfcisivc  l):ilil('  of  Moiiiiioutli,  N.  .1.,  was  fought.  Later 
in  the  year,  the  Jiritish  captured  Savannah.  In  1779  and 
J7S(),  till'  fort  lilies  of  war  were  against  the  American  Com- 
mander, esi>i'ci:illy  ;it  the  South.  North  Carolina,  South 
(Carolina  ami  (icor-ia  were  overrun  and  held  by  the 
Ihitish  (I'oojts.  w  hile,  Benkdict  Auxold's  treachery  had 
iie:irlv  cost  W A.-iiixcTox  the  control  of  the  strongholds  on 
IJK'  Hudson.  liiit  till'  campaign  of  1781  restored  the  pres- 
tige of  AiiMi  icMii  iiims.  Taiu.ktox  was  defeated  at  Cow- 
jieiis,  S.  C.  :  ( 'own  w  AM. IS  was  criiiitled  at  (luil ford  Court 
House,  iiiid  (IcfcMtcij  ;ii,  Kinaw  Springs;  Marion  and  his 
l)ai'tisans  cleared  Noilh  Carolina,  and  most  of  South 
Caroliiiii  (if  Ihitish  troops,  :iii(l  CoiiNAVALLis,  coming  north 
to  join  Sir  11i;.\i:y  Clixtox,  was  hemmed  in  at  Yorktown, 
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Vn.,  by  Washixgtox  and  Rochambeau,  and  compelled  (o 
siin-endei-  his  whole  force,  about  8,000  men,  October  IS), 
I7S1.  This  virtually  ended  the  war.  On  November  130, 
ITS'i,  ;i  i^reliminary  treaty  of  peace  was  nrrano-ed  at  P:iris  ; 
I  lie  (lelinitive  treaty  was  signed  September  3,  1783,  :ind 
Ix'tween  July,  1782,  and  November,  1788,  all  the  cities  occii- 
l»ie(l  by  {British  troops  were  evacuated.  New- York  City  last 
of  :ill.  On  December  4,  1783,  at  Fraunces'  Tavern,  (still 
stMndiii;!:  <>ii  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Pearl  Streets,  Feb- 
rii.-iiy,  1890,)  in  this  city,  Washington  took  leave  of  his 
oHlccrs  in  :in  address  full  of  affection  and  patriotism,  and 
(111  December  23d  he  resigned  his  commission  to  Congress, 
thru  ill  session  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  retired,  Avit Ik )ut 
ivgr.'t,  lo  his  beloved  home  at  Mount  Yernon. 

lb'  had,  l)efore  resigning  his  commission,  addressi-d  a 
cireidar  letter  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  call- 
iii'j,-  liieir  attention  to  the  necessity  of  some  changes  in  the 
Constitution,    under   Avhich    the    war    had    been    cari-ied 

!  on.  Tills  was  the  old  Articles  of  Confederation  which 
hid  proved  so  imperfect  a  reliance,  during  the  seven 
years  of  contlict.  It  was  for  the  modification  of  this 
that  Washington  was  so  anxious  ;  and  during  the  three 
or  foiii-  years  that  followed  the  close  of  the  war.  his 
coiivspon'dence  on  this  subject  was  very  extensive,  and  he 
was  much  gratified  when,  on  February  21st,  1787,  Congress 
ealh'd  upon  the  States  to  send  delegates  to  a  convention  at 
IMiihidelphia,  for  tlie  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of 

'  Confederation,  ''to  render  the  Federal  Constitution  ade- 
quate to  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Union." 

This  Convention  met  May  14,  1787,  and  continued  its 
.  "ssions  till  September  17.  Washington  was  a  delegate, 
an.l  NNas  unanimously  chosen  President.  The  members 
were  the  most  eminent  statesmen  in  the  country.  It  was 
decided  to  have  an  entirely  new  Constitution,  rather  than 
to  attempt  to"  revise  the  old  Articles  of  Contedera.on 
Two   parties   were    developed    in  this    Convention,   both 

■    equally  patriotic,  but  differing  widely  in  their  views  ,n 

'    :;^uvl  to  the  organization  and  powers  of  the  nation.     One 

17 
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party  wanted  a  strong  Central  Government,  nnd  wonld 
have  been  willing  to  strip  the  States  of ,  all  powers,  except 
those  of  merely  local  nd ministration  ;  the  other  j)arty 
desired  only  a  very  slightly  modified  Confederation,  with 
ph^iary  powers  for  tlie  individnal  States.  Both  parties 
were  extremists,  and  their  advocates  were  obliged  to  make 
concessions,  nntil  the  juste  inilieu  was  arrived  at  in  the 
])resent  Constitntion  and  its  earlier  amendments.  Wasii- 
IXGTOX  i^resided  with  impartiality,  and,  thongli  inclined 
to  a  strong  government,  he  was  so  jnst  and  Judicious  that 
while  lie  exerted  a  ]iowerful  influence  over  the  action  of 
the  Convention,  he  disarmed  all  hostility,  and  secured  a 
unanimous  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  the  eleven 
States  represented  in  the  Convention.  On  its  adjournment 
the  liarder  task  remained,  of  securing  its  ratification  by  at 
least  nine  States,  which  number  w^as  necessary  for  its 
adoption.  In  this  work  AVasiiixgton  labored  zealously, 
witli  voice  and  pen,  yet  with  such  ^^atriotism  and  delicate 
legai'd  for  the  feelings  and  rights  of  others,  that  he  won  all 
liearts.  In  the  autumn  of  1788  eleven  States  had  given  in 
tlieii-  adhesion  to  the  new  Constitution  ;  and,  by  Act  of 
the  old  Congress,  the  hrst  Wednesday  of  January  Avas 
designated  for  the  election  of  the  new  Congress  and  the 
Electoi'al  College  ;  the  first  Wednesday  of  February  foi- 
the  College  to  meet  and  choose  the  new  Executive  ;  and 
the  first  Wednesday  of  March  as  the  time,  and  New-York 
City  as  the  ]»lace  for  the  meeting  of  Congress  and  the 
inauguralion  of  the  lirst  President. 

Foi-  tin-  first  I'jvsidenf  it  would  have  seemed  treason  to 
the  people  1  o  1  iieiit  iou  a  iiv  otlicr  uauie  tliau  Wasiitx(;ton\s, 
and  he  wasiiiiaiiiiiiouslyelected.  Of  his  inauguration,  W'hich 
did  !ioi  t:ike  place?  till  April  30,  1789,  we  have  had  everj^ 
j»()ssible  ddiiil  ii;ii  T.iicd,  in  ihe  recent  Centennial  Auuiver- 
saiy  ill  our  Ciiy  in  Apiil,  1881).  ILis  first  term  as  President 
was  largely  devoted  to  the  i^erfecting  of  the  details  of  the 
new  organization,  and  passing  the  necessary  statutes  for 
pntting  it  in  complete  operation,  the  establishment  of 
the  Sni)renie  Court,  and  the  creation  of  the  Dei)artments 
of  State.  Finance.  AVar.  Navv  and  Justice.     There  were 
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no  d(^finitively  formed  parties,  and  only  or.e  occasion  lor 
tlH'  exercise  of  the  veto  power.  North  Carolina  and 
JJiode  Island  both  accepted  the  Constitution  in  1790,  on 

Avhu-li  events  Wasiiixgtox heartily  conoratulated Con-ress 
and  I  lie  (country. 

Ill  1792,  at  the  second  election  for  President,  he  was 
desirous  of  retiring,  but  the  people  would  hear  of  no  otli.-r 
nnnio,  and  he  yielded  to  the  universal  wish,  and  was  a-nin 
elected  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  every  Electoral  Colie^n.. 
During  the  two  terms,  1789-1797,  three  States,  Yermont, 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  were  added  to  the  Union,  an<l 
there  was  gi-eat  growth  and  development  in  all  the  Stales, 
while  there  were  no  discords  to  mar  the  harmony  of  the 
new  Ilepublic. 

At  the  third  election,  in  1706,  Wasiiixgtox  was  ngnin 
most  urgently  entreated  to  take  the  Presidential  chair,  l)ut 
l)()sitively  refused.  He  felt  that  two  terms  w-ere  suflicient, 
and  he  longed  for  the  quiet  and  rest  of  private  lir«\  F<.r 
lorty-live  years  of  his  active  life  he  had  been  almost  con- 
stantly engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country,  liis  State  or 
his  Col  on  j^ 

in  Scj^tember,  179(3,  just  before  the  election,  he  issu(_'d  to 
his    countrymen    his    memorable    "Farewell    Address," 
which,  in   language,    sentiment   and  patriotism,    was  the 
most  admirable  le^racv  he  could  have  left  to  the  nation  he 
had   created.     In    March,    1797,    he    returned    to    I^Iouiit. 
Wn-non  to  spend  his  remaining  days  in  a  well  earned  qniet 
and  peace.     His  administration  of  the  government  for  I hese 
two   terms  had  been  far  more  successful  than  even   the 
most  sanguine  friends  of  the  new  Kepublic  had  dai-cd  to 
ho]-)e.     The  iinances  of  the  country  had  been  relieved  from 
embarrassment,    the    public    credit    was    fnlly  restored  ; 
every  department  of  industry  was  quickened  into  new  life  : 
the  revenue  derived  from  imports  had  proved  a  bond  (.f 
union  to  the  whole  country,  and  had  produced  astonisliing 
results  upon  the  trade  and  commerce  of  all  the  Stales.     Tiie 
exports  from  the  Union  had  risen  from  nineteen  millions 
to  over  liftv-six  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  whik' the 
imports  had  increased  in  a  like  proportion.     The  progress 
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of  tlie  states  in  their  new  career,  in  self-government,  intelli- 
gonre  and  education,  was  exceedingly  encouraging,  not 
only  to  the  friends  of  liberty  in  this  country,  but  to  their 
svuiiiathizing  allies  abroad. 

Once  more  was  the  nation's  hero  called  from  his  well 
earned  repose  at  Mount  Vernon,  to  serve  his  country,  and, 
patiiot  that  he  was,  he  accepted  the  trust.  In  1798,  a  war 
with  Fi-ance  seemed  imminent,  and  he  was  called  by  Con- 
gress to  take  command  of  all  the  United  States  forces,  with 
the  lauk  of  Lieutenant-General.  He  had  just  commenced 
to  organize  his  troops,  when  a  treaty  of  peace  was  signed 
between  the  two  nations,  and  jjut  an  end  to  all  further 
action.  Washington  died  at  ISIount  Vernon,  after  a  short 
l)ut  severe  illness,  December  14,  1799,  in  the  sixty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  The  whole  country  was  enshrouded  with 
gloom,  by  the  sad  intelligence  of  his  death.  The  mourning 
was  universal.  Men  of  all  parties  in  politics  and  of  all 
creeds  in  religion,  not  only  in  all  States  of  the  Union,  but 
in  foi-eign  lands,  united  in  paying  honor  to  the  memory  of 
tile  man  who  was  "iirst  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  His  remains  were  deposited 
in  a  family  vault  at  ]\[ount  Vernon,  and  the  estate  has 
since  become  the  property  of  the  nation. 

Wc  close  this  sketch  with  the  following  extract  from  the 
(•lo(]U('nt  address,  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Citauncky  M. 
J)i;i'i;\\ ,  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  April  80,  1889  : 

"  No  man  ever  stood  for  so  much  to  his  country  and  to 
ni;iiil\iii(l.  as  Washington.         '^'        *        '^'        '■'         * 

"He,  Aviili  uiK'iiing  judgment,  was  always  the  leader  of 
till' people.  Mii/ro.N  said  of  Cno.M \vi:ll  :  '  That  Avar  made 
him  gr<;it.  jK'nce  greater. '  The  superiority  of  Washing- 
ton's ciiaraeler  and  genius  were  more  conspicuous  in  the 
foiniation  of  our  government,  and  in  putting  it  on  inde- 
stiuctible  foundations,  than  in  leading  armies  to  victory, 
and  concjucM-ing  tie-  iiKlepeiidence  of  his  country.  'The 
Union  in  any  eveni,"  is  ilic  ccntial  thought  in  his  farewell 
addiess,  and  all  the  yeurs  of  his  grand  life  were  devoted  to 
its  foiiiiation  and  i)reservation.  He  fought  as  a  youth 
with  BuADDocK,  and  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Duquesne,  for 
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the  ])rotection  of  tlie  whole  coimtiy.  As  ConnuaiKltT-iii- 
Chiel"  of  the  Continental  Army,  his  rommissioii  was  In  mi 
tlie  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies.  He  inspired  (lie 
movement  for  the  Republic,  was  President  and  (h)mi- 
naiit  spirit  of  the  Convention  which  framed  its  Constitu- 
tion, and  its  President  foreight  years,  andgnided  its  course 
until  satisfied  that  moving  safely  along  the  broad  liighway 
of  time,  it  would  be  surely  ascending  toward  the  iirst  place 
among  the  nations  of  the  world,  the  asylum  of  the 
oppressed,  the  home  of  the  free." 


MOSES  TAYLOR. 

Moses  Taylor,  for  fifty  years  a  merchant  and  banker, 
was  born  in  New- York  City,  at  the  corner  of  P)i-oadwav 
and  Morris  Street,  January  11th,  1806.  He  was  of  Englisli 
slock  ;  his  great  grandfather,  who  bore  the  same  name, 
havin"-  emiorated  from  London  in  1780.  Mi-.  Taylor's 
father,  Jacoh  B.  Taylor,  was  for  several  terms  an  A  Mer- 
man for  the  Ninth  and  Fifteenth  Wards;  in  the  days 
wlien  a  seat  in  that  body  was  regarded  as  a  liigli  honoi-, 
and  a  position  to  be  sought  after  by  men  of  (character 
and  intelligence. 

Moses  attended  the  best  schools  the  City  then  afford. -d, 
but  though  an  obedient  and  industrious  pupil,  business 
liad  for  him  greater  charms  than  study;  and,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  large  mercantile  and 
shipping  house  of  G.  G.  &  S.  Howlaxd.  U^  rrmaiii.-d 
with  this  house  more  than  ten  years,  and  liis  industry, 
integrity,  energy  and  foresight  made  him  invahiablc  to  his 
employers.  When  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  had 
accumulated  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  with  this  small 
capital  he  set  up  in  business  for  himself,  in  modest  quar- 
ters at  No.  44  South  Street;  selecting  the  West  Tmii.'s, 
and  particularly  the  Cuban  trade,  as  his  specialty.  His 
business  was  prosperous  during  the  next  two  years,  but 
in  December,  1835,  occurred  in  New- York  tlie  fir.st  great 
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fin-  of  the  century,  and  iiis  warehouse  and  goods  were 
swept  away.  Nothing  except  his  books  of  accounts  was 
saved.  Il»'  opened  an  office  the  same  day,  in  the  basement 
of  Ids  lioiise  in  Moitis  Street,  and  soon  after  procured  tem- 
jxirary  quarters  in  Broad  Street,  and  resumed  business 
witli  speedy  success.  lie  also  made  arrangements  with 
liis  huidlord,  wliile  tlie  ruins  were  yet  smouldering,  for  the 
re-building,  on  a  larger  scale,  of  the  warehouse,  No.  44 
South  Street,  which  he  subsequently  purchased,  and  occu- 
]>j<'d  ft)r  nearly  lifty  years. 

In  1855,  Mr,  Tayloii  was  elected  President  of  the  City 
Balds,  of  New-York,  which  office  he  held  up  to  his  death. 
Under  Ids  control  tlie  affairs  of  the  Bank  were  managed 
with  great  financial  skill,  and  it  safely  outrode  the  panics 
which  seriously  embarrassed  many  other  banking  institu- 
tions. Mr.  Taylor  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Associated  Baidvs  of  the  City  of  New- York,  which,  in 
1801-62,  made  large  loans  to  the  Government  to  sustain  its 
<Tenit,  then  greatly  imperilled.  Securities  exceeding  two 
liuiulred  millions  of  dollars  in  value  passed  through  the 
liands  of  this  Committee,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  their 
j)r'  -iipport  that  the  nation  was  saved  from  threatened 

liuajK  i;u  disaster.  Mr.  Taylor  was  untiring  in  his  efforts 
to  maintain  th(3  credit  of  the  Government,  and  his  advice 
was  sought  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  many 
trying  (urasions. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Company 
tliat  laid  the  Jirst  Atlantic  Cable,  and  its  Treasurer.  He 
wiiH  largely  interested  in  tlie  coaHands  of  the  Wyoming 
and  Lehigh  A'alleys,  Penn.,  and  the  owner  of  large  blocks 
of  the  mining  and  laihvay  stocks  of  that  region.  He  was 
President  of  the  Lackawanna  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  and 
h«'l(l  a.  consideral)le  interest  in  the  Manhattan  Gas  Com- 
pany, of  this  City;  was  (connected  with  the  Georgia 
Ccntial  Railroad,  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company, 
the  Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  Comj)any  and  other  hnancial 
institutions,  lie;  died  in  this  City  May  23d,  1882,  in  the 
771  h  y<'ar  of  his  age.  His  immense  fortune  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  estimated  at  forty  nnllions  of  dollars. 
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ROBERT  B.  POTTER. 

Ma.ior-Gexeeal  Egbert  B.  Potter  Avas  tlu'  son  <.f 
Aloxzo  Potter,  Bishop  of  Pennsylvania,  and  S.m:mi 
Maria,  daughter  of  Eliphalet  Nott,  President  of  Inion 
College,  N.  Y.  He  was  born  at  Boston,  Avhere  his  paivnts 
were  at  that  time  temporarily  residing,  in  Jnlv,  182t),  and 
died  at  Newport,  E.  I,  Felu'uary  19th,  18S7.  Edn<'at.'d  at 
Union  College,  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  found  liini  m- 
gaged  in  a  rdiamber  practice  of  the  law.  He  at  om-e  b.'gan 
a  ti-aining  for  the  military  service,  and  attached  liinis.'lf 
to  a  regiment;  joining,  under  the  three  years'  call,  lli.- 
"  Shopard  Eifles,"  which  was  shortly  consolidated  with 
other  similar  organizations  into  the  51st  New-York  A'olim- 
teers.  Young  Potter  was  mustered  Major  of  this  -reginitMi  t 
on  the  11th  October,  1861.  At  Annapolis,  to  which  thoy 
were  sent,  the  regiment  organization  was  completed  by  fhv 
apiH)intment  of  Edward  Ferrero  as  Colonel,  Pottei: 
as  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Charles  W.  Le  (tEXDIik,  a 
French  gentleman,  resident  in  America,  as  Major. 

This  regiment,  from  the  fact  of  Potter's  connection 
with  it,  bet^ame  the  sx^ecial  charge  of  the  merchants  of 
New- York.  A  Committee  was  formed,  Avhose  headtiuarters 
were  in  the  rooms  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  whirh, 
by  the  sums  of  money  for  extra  bounties  raised  among  th<' 
merchants  and.  bankers  of  New- York,  kept  its  i-anks  fall 
fi'om  its  marchino:  to  its  disbandment  at  the  close  <>f  tin- 
war,  a  i^'ocedure  by  which  its  officers  were  maintained 
in  the  service  ;  and,  one  after  the  other,  in  turn  proniot^-d 
to  Brigade  and  Division  commands. 

In  February,  1SG2,  the  Brigade  to  which  the  .01  st  was 
attached  was  embarked,  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Eexo,  for  service  on  the  Carolina  coast.  In  tliat 
month  they  attacked  Eoanoke  Island,  and  P«»ttki:  led  his 
meniirst  over  the  Confederate  works.  In  Marr-h  Ik- ].ar- 
ticipated  in  the  capture  of  Newbern,  where  lie  fell  sliot 
throudi  the  bodv."   In  the  same  engagement  Ar;.j..r   T-r 
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Gkxdijk  Avas    (Inngeroiisly  linrt    by  ii  ball   tlnougli   the 

month. 

In  May,  Tottkij  returned  to  liis  regiment  as  Colonel; 
Fj:i:in-:iio  having  been  promoted  Brigadier-General.  In 
July  the  51st  Avas  assigned  to  the  Kintli  Army  Corps, 
BuiiNSiDio  commanding.  In  Angnst,  Reno's  command, 
Avith  PoTTEii's  regiment,  was  sent  to  re-enforce  Pope  in 
Alr£iinia,  and  was  constantly  in  service  till  the  second  Bnll 

Run. 

On  the  re-organization  of  the  army  under  McClellat^, 
the  Ninth  Corps,  nnder  Reno,  was  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  in  September  Avere  engaged  with  Lee 
atSonth  Mountain;  Potter's  regiment  forming  the  head 
of  the  attacking  column.  In  this  engagement  Reno  fell. 
Following  the  enemy's  line  of  retreat,  Pottei^  led  his  men 
in  person  across  the  Antietam  Bridge.  In  December  lie, 
Avith  his  regiment,  Avere  engaged  at  Fredericksburg  in  sup- 
13ort  of  Ji  battery,  and  so  exposed  that  they  lost  a  hltli  of 
their  number  in  ten  minutes. 

In  March,  lbG3,  Colonel  Potter  Avas promoted  Brigadier- 
General  for  gallant  service  at  Fredericksburg,  and  ordered 
to  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  which  Burnside  com- 
manded, Avith  headtpiarters  at  Cincinnati.  Here  Potter 
Avas  named  President  of  the  Commission  which  tried  and 
convicted  Vallandigiiam,  for  treasonable  conduct  Avithin 
the  lines.  In  June,  (jeneral  Potter  marched  Avith  Parke 
into  Kentucky,  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Second  Division.  Le  (tENDRE,  uoav  its  Colonel,  had  joined 
his  legiment.  in  .Inly,  his  superior  otru'ers  being  too  ill 
for  service,  General  Pottku  found  himself  in  command  of 
the  JN'inth  Corps,  and  made  his  headquarters  at  Lexing- 
ton. Marching  to  Knoxville,  he  Avas  appointed,  in  general 
orders,  to  the  commaiul  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  Avhich  Avas 
already  vii-tually  under  his  orders.  In  the  defence  of 
Ktioxville  he  Avas  especially  distingiushed,  both  by  his 
mauoMivres  in  the  held  against  Longstreet's  column  of 
relief  and  in  the  seige,  the  brunt  of  which  fell  on  his  com- 
mand. 

After  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  Potter  joined  Burnside 
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ill  tlu;  East  and  engaged  in  the  recruiting  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
ill  uiiich  PoTtER  secured  the  aid  of  his  many  friends  in 
tlie  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  New-York  Stock  Exrhanir.' 
and  the  New- York  Produce  Exchange.  Tlr  was  uow 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the 
Second  Division  of  this  corps,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  General  Paeke,  Potter  hehl  the  command  of 
this  division,  first  by  seniority,  and  hiter  by  ussigniueiit, 
till  the  close  of  the  war. 

He  was  hotly  engaged  during  the  battles  of  tlie  Wilder- 
ness, in  one  of  which  Colonel  Le  Gendre  received  a  dan- 
gerous wound  in  the  face,  losing  an  eye.  Potter's  divi- 
sion followed  the  movement  to  the  south  of  the  .lames 
lliver,  and  was  posted  in  advance  within  eighty  yards  of 
the  enemy's  line  at  Petersburg.  It  was  his  command  that 
was  engaged  in  the  Mine  of  Cemetery  Hill  Fort,  and  on  the 
(Jourt  Martial  which  sat  on  this  unfortunate  affair  he  was 
the  only  officer,  of  all  engaged,  who  was  exempted  from  cen- 
sure. In  the  close  engagements  which  followe<l  he  was 
constantly  inaction.  In  the  final  attack  on  the  Petersburg 
lines,  in  March,  1865,  he  carried  the' works  opposite  to  his 
command  by  assault,  and  was  reforming  his  line,  wlien  lie 
fell,  shot  through  the  body  by  a  ball  from  a  slii-apnejl 
shell.  He  was  taken  to  the  Jones  House,  where,  as  he  lay 
between  life  and  death,  he  was  visited  by  President 
JjIXcoln,  then  on  liis  way  from  City  Point  to  J'etersburg. 

In  duly,  1S65,  on  the  disbandment  of  the  Ninth  Corjts, 
General  Potter  was  assigned  in  the  new  arrangements  to 
the  command  of  the  district  of  Connecticut  :iiid  K'liode 
Island,  with  headquarters  at  Newport.  On  tli.-  day  of  his 
(second)  marriage  he  was  commissioned  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  Mr.  Staxtox,  full  Major-General.  In  January. 
1866,  he  was  "honorably  mustered  out  of  the  service  <.f 
the  United  States."  Hewassubsequentlyap]»ointe(l  Colonel 
of  the  Forty-ninth  Regiment  of  Infantiy,   L'.  S.  A.,   but 

declined. 

General   Hancock   said  to   the  auilioi-  (d  this  sketcli, 

''   imt  General  Potter  was  one  of  the  twelve  best  (.(licei-s  in 

/  te United  States  service— West  Point  graduates  includ-d." 
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Geiieral  Grant,  in  his  Memoirs,  speaks  of  him  in  terms  of 
praise. 

At  the  close  of  his  service  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
tlie  Athmtic  and  Great  Western  llailroad,  a  position  of 
the  highest  responsibility  and  trnst.  At  the  end  of  this 
engagement  he  passed  several  years  in  Europe,  endeavoring 
to  recrnit  his  shattered  health.  The  close  of  his  life  was 
s^jent  at  JN'ewport,  where  he  died. 

As  a  soldier  he  was  brave  and  dashing  to  a  fault,  always 
ready  to  lead,  and  Avith  a  coolness  under  fire  which  never 
failed  him.  He  was  in  piivate  life  a  charming  companion, 
kind  of  heart,  and  accomplished  in  vaiied  ways. 

It  is  because  of  his  intimate  relations  with  the  mer- 
chants of  New- York  that  his  bust  hnds  a  suitable 
X)lace  in  the  Art  Galler}^  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
The  bust  is  the  work  of  William  Clarke  ISToble,  of 
Newport,  R.  I.,  from  measurements  taken  from  the  face 
after  death,  with  the  aid  of  a  sketch  and  photographs, 
and  is  considered  by  his  family  and  friends  a  highly 
satisfactory  rei^resentation  of  this  distinguished  officer 
in  tlie  vigor  of  his  health.  It  was  presented  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  February,  1890,  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  odicers  of  the  armj',  members  of  the  New- York 
]>ai-.  to  wliich  he  belonged,  and  merchants,  members  of  the 
Chanil)L'i*. 
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